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INTRODUCTION
A critical factor in the well functioning of any organization is the ability to anticipate and
respond in an appropriate and timely manner to the challenges and opportunities
presented by the exte rn al and inte rn al environment. Through a greater awareness of these
issues and their potential impact on CSC's corporate direction, the Service is better able
to capitalize on its strengths and address an y sho rt comings. In tu rn , this enables the
organization to pursue its mission in a more timely and effective manner.
In light of this, every year, CSC holds an Executive Committee (EXCOM) Meeting
devoted exclusively to Strategic Planning. The purpose of this planning session is

threefOld:
•
•
•

to review progress made on our existing Corporate Objectives;
to review current and upcoming major issues for the Service; and
to reaffirm, adjust or re-define CSC's Corporate Objectives for the year to come.

ENVIRONMENTAL OVERVIEW DOCUMENT
In preparation for EXCOM's 1999 Strategic Planning Meeting, several documents have
been developed to facilitate discussions at this meeting, as well as to provide a common
reference point throughout the year. These documents focus on:
• Environmental trends;
• The Perspectives of key institutions and stakeholders; and
• Impacts some of these factors will potentially pose for CSC in the future.
This document, the Environmental Overview, is the first prepared for the purpose of
providing "context" for EXCOM discussions regarding the environment in which the
Service conducts its business.
This document draws statistical information from a number of information sources. It
aims to raise awareness of several key areas that may impact on CSC in the delivery of its
services. Through the experience of its managers and staff combined with a greater
awareness of the environmental issues and trends, CSC is better able to assess any
potential impacts and to adjust its corporate direction accordingly.
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In an effort to provide CSC with pertinent information to enhance its ability to carry out
the strategic planning process, this year's Environmental Overview focuses on the
following areas:
• Public Perceptions
• Demographics
• Economic and Social Conditions
• Health
• Crime
• Technology
In previous years, this document also included sections on Aboriginal issues and
Gove rn ment Priorities. This year, statistics regarding Aboriginal issues were integrated
into the other sections, while information on government priorities, has been included in
the next document on Perspectives. It should be noted that an effort was made this year
to bring forth more regional and international statistics to complement the national data.
This will help the reader appreciate the complexity and diversity of the environment in
which CSC is evolving. Finally, for each section of this document, a CAPRA analysis
was prepared in order to promote a more strategic approach to challenges brought
forward by these areas of concern.

PROCESS
In order to develop this document, CSC planners have conducted what is refeiTed to as
environmental analysis, a continuous, year round process that consists of:
(1) scanning to reaffirm or identify emerging issues;
(2) monitoring high priority issues; and
(3) predicting implications of high priority issues on the organization.
Information was collected from as broad a variety of sources as possible. Sources of
information included (but were not limited to):
•
•
•

CSC employees at NHQ, RFIQ's and in the operational units;
literature (journals, books, scientific reports);
media (print, radio, television);

• internet;
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canadian criminal justice agencies both inside and outside of the federal
government;
international criminal justice organizations;
federal, provincial and territorial government agencies outside of the criminal
justice system;
the general public;
special interest groups; and
universities.
2
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The information was collected through participation on inter-agency and interdepartmental committees and working groups, public consultation, conferences, meetings
and regular scanning. CSC's continuous environmental scanning and analysis process
ultimately contributes to the formulation of Corporate Objectives for the Service.
For further information, please contact Wendy Parlow, A/Director, Strategic Planning,
CSC.
Phone: (613) 996-4032
Fax: (613) 943-0715
For additional information about the CAPRA Problem Resolution Model, readers are also
invited to contact Kris Burton, in Staff Training and Development, at 996-1994.

3
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PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS
Public perception plays a significant role in highlighting for gove rn ment, major areas of
concern among Canadians; thereby, potentially stimulating the formulation of various
plausible policy options for government action. However, public perception is often
complex, volatile and frequently influenced by the media. As a result, Canadians'
opinions may not always accurately reflect reality.
Although government policies and strategies for action should never be merely
reactionary, there is a need to be aware of the public mood. This awareness is a crucial
component to providing decision makers with both professional and non-partisan advice
aimed at helping them to establish a solid strategic direction for their organizations.
For CSC, this is a critical factor that lends itself to both better positioning of the
organization and greater potential for pubic education. In turn, this may lead to greater
'citizen engagement. With this in mind, the following is an overview of public perception
specifically in terms of C an adians' priorities, financial security, health, immigration,
women's issues, crime, corrections, Y2K and the federal government in general.

CANADIANS' PRIORITIES
National Perspective
•

Approximately 50% of all Canadians are optimistic about the future of Canada.
Optimism about the future of the country is highest among younger Canadians (54%).
(Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told US - Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10,
1999)

•

Personal optimism appears to decline with age given that 78% of youth are more
optimistic personally as compared to 64% among those heading into retirement.
(Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told US - Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10,
1999)

•

Despite increased feelings of optimism and economic security amongst Canadians
generally, unemployment is still one of the public's main concerns (19%), followed
by health care (17%), the economy (10%) and public debt (9%). Only 4% of
Canadians mention taxes as their top priority. (Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told US Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)

4
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Canadians want the primary focus of government in terms of the budget to be on the
social agenda. This includes a balance between fiscal management from goverrunent
and re-investment in social programs. (Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told US - Results from
the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)

•

While 83% of Canadians believe the government should invest budgetary monies on
social programs including education and health care, 46% emphasize fiscal matters
including debt reduction (27%) and tax cuts (19%) as major priorities. (Canada Information
Office: What Canadians Told US - Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)

•

Whereas women tend to place more emphasis on social issues, including health, men
are more preoccupied with fiscal and economic issues. A total of 12% of men want
the government to focus on economic issues and debt respectively while 21% of
women identify health as a huge priority. (Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told US - Results
from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)

Regional Perspective

Canadians' Budget Priorities, May 1999 (`)/0)
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•

Canadians in Atlantic Canada (69%) and Manitoba (61%) are particularly supportive
of investments in social programs over debt reduction or tax cuts. (canadian Information
Office: Public Opinion Survey on Government Communications, April/May 1999)

•

The biggest push for personal income tax cuts is in Quebec (31%), followed by BC
(29%) - both well above the national average (19%). (Canadian Information Office: Public Opinion
Survey on Govemment Communications, April/May 1999)
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Paying down the national debt is a budgetary priority in Western Canada, most
notably in Alberta (28%) and BC (26%). (Canadian Information Office: Public Opinion Survey on
Govemment Communications, April/May 1999)

Canadians' Top National Issues, May 1999 (%)
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•

Unemployment is a key issue in most provinces. It is ranked as the top national issue
in Quebec (25%), followed by Atlantic Canada (24%) - both well above the national
average (16%). In both Saskatchewan and BC, the total number of Canadians (15%)
who viewed unemployment as the top national issue is just below the national
average. (Canadian Information Office: Public Opinion Survey on Government Communications, April/May 1999)

•

Healthcare is also a major issue for most Canadi an s, most notably in Manitoba (37%),
followed by Saskatchewan (26%), Atlantic Canada (25%) and Ontario (25%). In all
these cases, this is above the national average (22%) of Canadians who deem
healthcare as the top national issue. (canadian Information Office: Public Opinion Survey on Govemment
Communications, April/May 1999)

•

The economy is of biggest concern as a national issue in BC (12%), followed by
Quebec (8%) and both Ontario and Manitoba (6%). In comparison, the economy is a
top national concerti for 7% of the Canadian population, in fifth place behind health
care (22%), unemployment (16%), education (8%) and taxes (8%). (Canadian Information
Office: Public Opinion Survey on Government Communications, April/May 1999)
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Taxes are a major conce rn in the western provinces, especially in Alberta (12%),
followed by BC (11%) and both Manitoba and Saskatchewan (9%). In these
provinces, conce rn over taxes is above the national average (8%). (Canadian Information
Office: Public Opinion Survey on Govemment Communications, April/May 1999)

•

Education is of most conce rn as a national issue in Ontario (11%) - above the national
average (8%). Matching the national average, education is also a major concern in
both Alberta and the Atlantic provinces (8%). (Canadian Information Office: Public Opinion Survey on
Government Communications, April/May 1999)

•

Debt is another major priority among Canadians. It was ranked as a top national issue
by 11% of both Alberta and BC residents respectively - well above the national
average of 7%. In Ontario, those ranking debt as a national issue (7%) match the
national average. (Canadian Information Office: Public Opinion Survey on Govemment Communications, April/May
1999)

On Financial Security
National Perspective
Canadians' Perception of their Incomes in Terms of Meeting their Basic
Needs
60%
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Source: Personal Security Index, 1999

•

In 1998, 56% of Canadians thought that their incomes were adequate to meet their
basic needs; nearly 30% believed their incomes were moderately adequate and 13%
said their incomes were inadequate. (Personal Security Index, 1999)

•

Approximately 70% of Canadians say that their personal financial situation is either
no different or better than it was two years ago. (Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told us
- Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)

7
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Those within the pre-retirement age group were most dissatisfied with their personal
financial situations. A total of 41% claim to be worse off today as compared to two
years previous - a rate that is 10% higher th an the national average. (Canada Information
Office: What Canadians Told US - Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)

•

About 66% of university-educated respondents report having a very adequate income,
as do three-quarters of Canadians with household incomes above $60,000. (Personal
Security Index, 1999).

•

In 1998, 51% of working-age Canadians were confident that they could find an
equivalent job within six months as compared to 37% who were not so confident.
Canadians with household incomes below $40,000 and those with less than a high
school education are much more likely to fear losing their jobs. (Personal Security Index, 1999).

Regional Perspective
•

People in BC and Saskatchewan are more likely to report having inadequate income
levels (17%). Residents of Alberta and Ontario (11%) are least likely to report the
same and most likely to report having very adequate household incomes. (Personal Security
Index, 1999).

•

Atlantic Canada residents as well as people living in BC tend to be more worried
about losing their jobs, followed by Ontarians and people living in Manitoba.
Residents of Quebec, Alberta and Saskatchewan report the lowest levels of conce rn ,
below the national average of 34%. (Personal Security Index, 1999)

•

Optimism about the future of the country is highest among those living in Ontario
(59%). It is the lowest in Quebec where levels of national optimism are at 43%. In
BC, levels of optimism are slightly higher at 45%. (Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told
US - Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)

On Health
National Perspective
•

About 60% of Canadians have confidence in the health care system's ability to care
for them in times of need. However, those in the poorest health gave the system the
worst rating (Personal Security Index, 1999).

•

Over 75% of respondents report being in very good or excellent health while 15%
describe themselves as being in average health and 7% consider themselves to be in
poor or terrible health. (Personal Security Index, 1999)

8

Strategic Planning Meeting

November 2-3, 1999

Public Perceptions

•

Approximately 25% of Canadians describe their lives as extremely stressful compared
to 56% who deem their lives to be moderately stressful and 18% who say their lives
were not stressful. Interestingly, 29% of women are likely to describe themselves as
leading extremely stressful lives as compared to 24% of men. (Personal Security Index, 1999)

•

A majority of Canadians (69%) think that AIDS is a very serious problem in Canada
today, down 14 points from 1989 although still 13 points higher than in 1985. Only
4% view this disease as not a very or as not at all a serious problem. (Environics: Focus
Canada Report, 1998-4)

•

A total of 85% of Canadians believe that those infected with AIDS should be required
to inform public health officials. Just over half (52%) of Canadians think that those
who have AIDS should be identified as an AIDS carrier to anyone who may come in
contact with them. Only 6% believe that those with AIDS should be kept isolated.
(Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-4)

Regional Perspective
•

Concern over AIDS is highest in Atlantic Canada at 85%. Concern is lowest in
Alberta where 56% say that AIDS is a serious problem. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-4)

•

Alberta residents are slightly less likely than other Canadians to believe that people
suffering from AIDS should inform public health officials. (Environics: Focus Canada Report,
1998-4)

•

Those living in Atlantic Canada are most inclined to agree that those infected with
AIDS should inform everyone they might come in contact with while residents of
Alberta, BC and Manitoba are least supportive of this measure. (Environics: Focus Canada
Report, 1998-4)

On Immigration
National Perspective
•

As of October 1998, 54% of Canadians agree that there is too much immigration to
Canada, down 13 points from 1997 and down 16 points from the 1993 high. (Environics:
Focus Canada Report, 1998-3)

•

About 60% of Canadians think that immigration has a positive impact on the
economy. For the first time since 1985, a majority 52% disagree that immigrants take
away jobs from other Canadians. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-3)

9
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•

The vast majority of Canadians (91%) continue to reject the idea that non-whites
should be prohibited from immigrating to Canada. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-3)

•

Although approximately 70% of Canadians remain skeptical of many refugee claims,
51% agree that people who want to leave their country of origin for political reasons
should be allowed to immigrate to Canada. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-3)

•

About 50% of Canadians do not agree that Canada is doing a good job of
determining who is and who is not really a refugee. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-3)

•

About 60% of Canadians do not agree that Canada is doing a good job keeping
criminals and those suspected of criminal activity out of the country - up one point
from 1997 but still 10 points below that found in 1994. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-3)

Regional Perspective
•

Residents of BC, Quebec, Ontario, Atlantic Canada and Alberta are more likely than
residents of Manitoba and Saskatchewan to agree that there is too much immigration
in Canada. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-3)

•

Residents of Atlantic Canada are least inclined to believe that immigration has a
positive impact on the Canadian economy and are most likely to support the view that
immigration takes away jobs from other Canadians. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-3)

•

Large majorities in all regions reject the idea that non-whites should be barred from
immigrating to Canada. Opposition to this idea is lowest in Quebec, Alberta and
Atlantic Canada while opposition continues to be highest in Manitoba and in
Saskatchewan. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-3)

•

While residents of BC are more inclined than average to be suspicious of many
refugee claims, residents of Atlantic Canada, Manitoba and Saskatchewan are less
suspicious. People living in either Toronto, Montreal or Vancouver tend to be more
skeptical than residents of Ontario or Quebec in general. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 19983)

10
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On Women's Issues
National Perspective
Public Perception Regarding the Most Important Problems Facing
Women Today

Discrimination
33%

Low Wages
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Source: Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-2

•

When asked what are the most important problems facing women in Canada today,
the largest number responded violence issues (violence in general 23%, violence at
home 19%, sexual assault 14%). Issues related to gender inequality were the next
major conce rn . (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-2)

•

The reported instances of actual physical abuse among women by a partner are largely
unchanged since 1992 at 11%. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-2)

•

Since 1992, there has been a decrease from 17% to 14% of Canadian women who
report being sexually harassed by a supervisor at work. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-2)

•

A majority of Canadians continue to feel that there is gender discrimination. A total
of 78% of Canadians believe that women do not receive the same pay or the same
opportunities as their male counterparts. These findings have been consistent since
1978. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-2)

11
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A total of 86% of Canadians believe that more should be done to promote the equality
of women. This view is supported by 90% of women and 80% of men. In total, 90%
of Canadians approve of legislation requiring equal pay for work of equal value for
women's occupations. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-2)

Regional Perspective
•

Residents of BC are most likely to mention discrimination or lack of opportunity as
well as violence both within and outside the home environment. Conversely, residents
of Quebec are most likely to describe poverty as the greatest problem facing women
in Canada today. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-2)

•

Efforts to change women's status in society have received the greatest levels of
support within the province of Quebec and lower than average levels in Alberta.
(Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-2)

•

Support for pay equity legislation is greatest among residents of Saskatchewan and
less pronounced in both Manitoba and in BC. Support for employment equity is more
prevalent in Quebec and less pronounced in Ontario and among residents of Western
Canada. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-2)

•

Reports of both physical and sexual abuse tend to be higher in BC. Reports of
physical abuse are slightly higher for those aged 30 to 44 years. In both cases, the
percentage of reported incidents is higher among women than among men. (Environics:
Focus Canada Report, 1998-2)

On Crime
National Perspective
•

Canadians believe that one of the key roles of gove rnment is to protect them from
crime and abuse; 82% deem this to be an important role. (Canada Information Office: What
Canadians Told US - Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)

•

From 1% to 5% of C an adians, rate crime, justice and security as their number one
priority, depending on the source. (Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told US - Results from the
Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999 - 1%; Jan/Feb 1999 Angus Reid Poll - 5%).

•

Canadians perceive crime to be an important local issue, however, not as a pressing
national issue. The issue of crime, violence and drugs receive 17% of mentions as a
local policy priority - rendering this issue in third place behind unemployment (28%)
and healthcare (24%). (Jan/Feb 1999 Angus Reid Poll)

12
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•

While crime is still a conce rn , about 75% of Canadians say they feel safe from violent
crime, while about 66% feel safe from property crime. (Personal Security Index, 1999)

•

Canadians with low incomes are twice as likely as those with high incomes to report
that their neighborhoods are unsafe. Over 84% of Canadians with household incomes
of at least $60,000 feel safe in their neighborhoods. (Personal Security Index, 1999)

•

As is the case with violent crime, those Canadians with low incomes (19%) feel most
vulnerable to property crime as compared to Canadians in the highest income group

(10%).

(Personal Security Index, 1999)

•

While men and women are equally concerned about property crime, young Canadians
(14%) feel the least safe as compared to 8% of senior citizens who appear to be the
least apprehensive about property crime. (Personal Security Index, 1999)

•

Fear of violent crime is particularly marked amongst elderly people who are
concerned about personal safety. (November 1998 Strategic Planning Statistical Overview)

•

Violent incidents involving youth harming other youth remains an issue. Almost
unchanged from 1994, Canadians continue to view crimes against children as among
the worst. (Environics: May/June 1998)

•

Violence against women and children continues to be a public concern.

(Environics:

May/June 1998)

•

The majority of Canadians feel that respect for the law is decreasing while both youth
crime and criminal behaviour are rising. (Environics: May/June 1998)

•

Criminal justice experts believe that the constant bombardment of media reports
about sensational crimes distorts public perceptions and inflates the level of concern.
However, only 22% of Canadians feel that the crime rate is up because of media hype
while 75% say that there really are more crimes. (Environics: May/June 1998)

•

In general, Canadians say that the justice system is too lenient, specifically with
respect to offenders' sentences (79%), the enforcement of laws (69%) and laws in
general (65%). These figures have changed little since 1994. (Environics: May/June 1998)

•

There is little public confidence in the parole system. Only 37% of Canadians view
early parole as "better than jail for dealing with people who have been convicted of a
non-violent crime". However, about 85% of Canadians support community service as
an alternative penalty for non-violent offenders. (Environics: May/June 1998)

13
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The government's performance on crime and security issues is rated as "bad" by 73%
of Canadians, as "good" by 17% and as "neither" by 10%. (Canada Information Office: What
Canadians Told US - Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC. March 10, 1999)

Regional Perspective
•

Of all the provinces, concern over crime is most pronounced in Ontario,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba where 3% of Canadians in each province rated crime as
the top national issue. (Canadian Information Office: Public Opinion Survey on Government Communications,
April/May 1999)

•

People in the Atlantic region report feeling the safest of all regions. Here, 87% report
feeling safe from violent crime while only 1% feels unsafe. Residents of BC are most
fearful of crime in their neighborhoods with 69% feeling very safe and 9% feeling
unsafe. Manitoba was a close second as the province where people feel the least safe
from violent crime in their neighborhood (Personal Security Index, 1999)

•

In general, Canadians' fear of property crime increases gradually from the eastern to
the western regions. Residents of the Atlantic Provinces have relatively low levels of
concern about property crime. Residents of BC feel the most apprehensive. (Personal
Security Index - 1999)

On Corrections
National perspective
•

When asked what the primary purpose of corrections is and given the two choices: "to
help offenders rehabilitate themselves and become law-abiding citizens" or "to punish
offenders for their crimes", rehabilitation is chosen by 58% of respondents, compared
to 42% for punishment. (Report of a National Survey on Organized Crime and Corrections in Canada, by Hann &
Associates, for the Ministry of the Solicitor General, 1998)

•

When provided with a definition of "Restorative Justice", 90% of respondents say
they favor this approach- either strongly (41%) or somewhat (49%). (Report of a National
Survey on Organized Crime and Corrections in Canada, by Hann & Associates, for the Ministry of the Solicitor General, 1998)

•

When asked whether they prefer "a system that keeps inmates in prison right to the
end of their sentence", or "a system which release some inmates into the community
under supervision before their sentence ends", the public favor a discretionary release
system by a ratio of 3:1(75% vs. 25%). (Report of a National Survey on Organized Crime and Corrections
in Canada, by Hann & Associates, for the Ministry of the Solicitor General 1998)

14
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86% of those surveyed over-estimate the rate of recidivism. Over half of the sample
(56%) provide huge over-estimations of the recidivism rate, from 50% to 100%. This
data suggests that public fear conce rn ing the recidivism of parolees has increased,
although new-offence recidivism rates have stayed the same over the past 15 years.
(Report of a National Survey on Organized Crime and Corrections in Canada, by Hann & Associates, for the Ministry of the
Solicitor General 1998)

•

Just over half of respondents or 54% agree with the statement that "Native
communities should have more say over the treatment of Native Canadian offenders".
(Report of a National Survey on Organized Crime and Corrections in Canada, by Hann & Associates, for the Ministry of the
Solicitor General 1998)

Regional perspective
•

Fewer Weste rn ers see the main role of corrections as rehabilitation; 51 % of those
living west of Ontario favor punishment. A total of 71% of Quebecers favor
rehabilitation. (Report of a National Survey on Organized Crime and Corrections in Canada, by Hann & Associates, for
the Ministry of the Solicitor General 1998)

•

Quebecers are more likely than other Canadians to favor a system of discretionary
release for inmates at 81%. (Report of a National Survey on Organized Crime and Corrections in Canada, by
Hann & Associates, for the Ministry of the Solicitor General 1998)

•

People living west of Ontario are less likely than other Canadians to agree with the
statement that "Native communities should have more say over the treatment of
Native Canadian offenders" at 46%. (Report of a National Survey on Organized Crime and Corrections in
Canada, by Hann & Associates, for the Ministry of the Solicitor General 1998)

On Y2K
National Perspective
•

There are 93% of Canadians who have heard about the possibility of computer
problems associated with the year 2000. However, about 70% of Canadians also say
they are not very or not at all conce rn ed. (Environics Focus Canada Flash Report:1999-1)

•

Of all Canadians, 71% say they have not taken any steps to prepare for Y2K
problems, 13% have, 15% plan to do something. (Environics Focus Canada Flash Report:1999-1)
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On The Federal Government
National Perspective

Support for Federal Parties Among Decided
Canadian Voters (°/0)
Other Minor
Bloc
Quebecois

Parties
2%

12%

Reform

12%

Liberals

49%

Conservatives

12%
ND
13%
Source: Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998 - 4

•

As of January 31, 1999, Canadians remain fairly content with the Liberal government,
with 55% of eligible voters saying they are satisfied with its overall performance.
This figure is up two points since October, although it is less than the 60 % the
gove rnment scored last March. (Environics: Focus Canada Report, 1998-4)

•

About 60% of Canadians say that the Government of Canada is moving in the right
direction. (Canadian Information Office: Public Opinion Survey on Govemment Communications, April/May 1999)

•

A full 26% of C an adians have not yet decided which party to support.

(Environics: Focus

Canada Report, 1998-4)

•

Approximately, 53% of Canadians are in favor of a more visionary style as compared
to 43% who prefer the steady hand. (Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told US - Results from the
Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)

•

Most Canadians do see a role for the federal government, specifically in promoting a
social agenda. At least 40% say that the Government of Canada can to a great extent,
make a positive difference. (Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told US - Results from the Benchmark
Survey, Presentation to CSC. March 10, 1999)

16

November 2-3, 1999

Strategic Planning Meeting

•

Public Perceptions

Only 44% of Canadians say that governments are good at servicing the public interest
as compared to 77% who say the same for non-profit and volunteer organizations.
(Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told US - Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10,
1999)

•

About 66% of Canadians feel that there is an opportunity for the voluntary sector to
deliver services in a more efficient manner than government while 53% view this as a
positive means to expand citizen participation. However, there is conce rn over the
lack of either knowledge or resources on the part of the voluntary sector. (Canada
Information O ffi ce: What Canadians Told US - Results from the Benchmark Survey, Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)

•

Just over 33% of respondents feel that they are provided with enough information to
know how well the Government of Canada is doing on various issues of concern.
However, the public is skeptical about the information they receive - just under 50%
of all Canadians believe the information gove rn ment provides. (Canadian Information Office:
Public Opinion Survey on Government Communications, April/May 1999)

Regional Perspective
Canadians' Satisfaction with the Current Federal Government (%), January
1999
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•

Satisfaction with the Chretien government is highest in Saskatchewan and Manitoba
(64%) and lowest in Quebec (45%), followed closely by BC (46%). (Environics: Focus
Canada Report, 1998-4)

•

The Liberals are the most popular federal party in each region of Canada except in
Quebec, where at 43%, they are tied with the Bloc Quebecois. (Environics: Focus Canada
Report, 1998-4)
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• Men, younger Canadians, and residents of both Alberta and British Columbia are
most likely to prefer a visionary approach to government. Women, older Canadians,
and those living in Quebec, Atlantic Canada or rural Canada prefer a steady, careful
gove rnment style. (Canada Information Office: What Canadians Told US - Results from the Benchmark Survey.
Presentation to CSC, March 10, 1999)
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CAPRA ANALYSIS PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS
-

C
Clients
& Indirect):

(Direct

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

A
Acquiring and
Analysing Info
(Issues May Include):

P

•

•

•
•
•

•
•

•

Partnerships

Offenders
Criminal Justice System (CJS) Staff & Partners (federal, provincial & international)
General Public (Individual Tax Payers & Communities)
Voluntary Organisations & NGOs
Victims & their families
Interest/Lobby Groups
Identifying Canadians' Priorities
Canadians' satisfaction with the government direction & performance
Public's general lack of understanding re: criminal justice
Declining confidence in the CJS & rising fear of crime
Media sensationalism
Consistency of opinion polls
Statistical interpretation
Victims dissatisfaction
Adherence to applicable sections of the Mission, CCRA, Commissioner's Directives etc
Horizontal linkages between federal, provincial & international gove rn ments & organizations
Partnerships with the voluntary sector and NG0s; the media; the community; agencies,
academics and other area specialists; victims, offenders, staff, interest groups/advocates

(Internal & External)
•
•
•

R
Response
(Potential Strategies May
Include):

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

A
Assessment
(Success of the
implemented responses
might be measured
according to):

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Information sharing i.e. consultations, forums etc
Enhanced public education strategies re: safe reintegration & community-based corrections
Legislative changes i.e. Amendments to the CCRA (to better define victims' roles and the
provision of better services for victims for example)
Better media relations
Promotion of success stories
Non-reactionary policy making
Identifying, promoting and implementing best practices nation-wide
Increased public satisfaction with the govt. direction & performance
Increased public confidence in the criminal justice system
Recognition as a world leader
Greater community engagement and participation
Positive climate/culture
Decreased fear of crime
Greater victim satisfaction
Healthier communities
Greater appreciation of what works and what doesn't in order to improve the response
Greater public tolerance
Greater public appreciation of "myths versus reality"
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DEMOGRAPHICS
C an adian society is undergoing many demographic changes. The Canadian population is
aging; national birth rates are decreasing; and increases in immigration are making our
country more and more ethnically diverse.
It has been said that the penal system is a microcosm of society. For this reason it has
always been vital for CSC to monitor demographic trends. As the Canadian population
changes, so too will CSC's offender population, e.g. the increasing ethnic diversity of
Canada's population. It is important for CSC to monitor these trends so the Service can
meet the growing demands of a changing offender population. Likewise, it is important
for CSC to examine trends in the growth of urban centers and assess the potential impact
this may have on crime and the make up of the offender population. In addition, it has
become increasingly important over the past decade to monitor international trends in
migration and their possible impact on corrections in Canada.

POPULATION
National Perspective

Pop u la tion by Millions

Population Growth
32
30
28
26
24
22
20
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Year
Source: Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998

•

The population of Canada was estimated to be 30,300,422 on July 1 st 1998.

(Statistics

Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998)

•

Up only 296,500 from the previous years, Canada's population grew by less than 1%
between July 1, 1997 and June 30, 1998, the country's lowest population growth since
1985-1986. (statistics Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998)
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The continued slowing of population growth is attributed to a decline in the number
of immigrants coming to Canada and in the number of births. (Statistics Canada, Annual
Demographics Statistics, 1998)

•

Since the high in 1959, Canada's birth rate has been declining and life expectancy has
been increasing. Over the last two decades, persons less th an 24 years of age have
been making up a smaller and smaller proportion of the population while the
proportion of older age groupings has been increasing. (Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics
Statistics, 1997)

Age Distribution in Canada
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•

The proportion of persons aged 65 and over has grown notably in recent years. By
1998, 12.3% of Canada's population was 65 years or older, up from 11.6% in 1992.
(Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998)

•

Between 1995 and 2011, the percentage of people aged 65 to 74 is expected to
increase by 30%, the percentage of those aged 75 to 84 to increase by 40% and those
aged 85 and over to double in number (Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1997)

•

There were approximately 17% more women over 55 in Canada than there were men
in 1998. (statistics Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1997)

•

Between 1971 and 1998 the median age in Canada increased by nearly ten years, from
26.2 to 36.0 years. During the 1990s, the median increased by nearly three years
from 33.3 to 36.0 years. This is consistent for all provinces and territories. (Statistics
Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998)

•

The median age of men in Canada was 35.1 years and for women it was 36.7.

(Statistics

Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998)

•

Canada's Aboriginal people continue to be a young population. Close to 35% of the
Aboriginal population are less than 15 years of age, compared to 20% of the total
Canadian population. (Canadian Center for Justice Statistics, Overview of data on Aboriginal Peoples 1998)
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As of 1996, (the date of the last national census), the registered Indian population of
Canada was 610,874 or 1.8% of the Canadian population. Since 1982 the registered
Indian population has nearly doubled. (Department of Indian and Northem Affairs, Basic Departmental data
- no date)

•

Over the next five years, the Registered Indian population is expected to increase at a
rate of 2.1% per year. This is 1.8 times higher th an the expected C an adian population
growth rate of 1.2 % per year over the same period. (Department of Indian and Northern Affairs, Basic
Departmental data - no date)

Regional Perspective

percen t o fCana da 's

Population by Region
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•

Alberta's population growth rate was the highest among all provinces and territories
in 1997-1998, surpassing British Columbia for the second year in a row. Albe rt a's
population grew by 2.7% followed by Ontario and British Columbia at 1.3%.
Albe rt a's growth was mainly the result of a large inflow of migrants from other
provinces. (Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998)

•

All the Atlantic Provinces declined in population during1997-1998. This was due to
declining birth rates and considerable out-migration. (Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics
statistics, 1998)
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Immigration by Region
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•

The largest percent of new immigrants settled in Ontario in 1998, representing over
half of all immigrants arriving in the country. In comparison, the Atlantic Provinces
received only 2% of all immigration. (Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics statistics, 1998)

•

At 21%, Ontario is home to the largest percent of Registered Indians in the country.
The Atlantic region as a whole is only home to only 3.9%. (Department of Indian and No rthern
Affairs, Basic Departmental data - no date)

•

About 7.7% of Saskatchewan's population are Registered Indians, followed closely by
Manitoba at 7.5%. ( statistics Canada, 1996 Census)

International Perspective
World Population Estimates
in Billions
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The world population is expected to grow by about 90 million people a year for the
next 20 years, dropping to about 50 million a year by 2050. (United Nations, World Health
Report, 1996)

•

Between 1950 and 1996, the population of the less developed regions increased by
168 %, compared with an increase of 45 % for the more developed regions. (United
Nations, Report on the World Social Situation, 1997)

•

The world's 48 least developed countries have a combined population today of about
589 million; this is expected to increase to 1.7 billion by the year 2050. (United Nations,
world health report, 1996)

DIVERSITY
National Perspective
Visible Minorities by Ethnic
Origin, 1996
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19%

Asian
45%

South Asian
22%

Latin American
6%
Source: Statistics Canada, 1996 Census

24

Strategic Planning Meeting

November 2-3, 1999

Demographics

•

In 1996, visible minorities accounted for 11.2% of Canada's total population. It is
expected that they will represent 20% of Canadians by 2016. (Statistics Canada, 1996 Census)

•

Canada's population growth is increasingly due to immigration and by the year 2010,
60% of population growth is expected to be from immigration.

•

The increase in immigration has resulted in a more ethnically, culturally and
religiously diverse population.

•

In 1997 Canada took in 216,063 new immigrants. From 1990-1997, Canada has taken
in 1,831,588 new immigrants. (Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998)
Mother Country of New Immigrants, 1997
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Regional Perspective

•

British Columbia has the largest percentage of 'Visible Minorities in its population at
17.9%, followed closely by Ontario at 15%. The Atlantic Region has the east at 1.9%
of its total population. (Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics statistics, 1998)

•

A majority of new immigrants to Canada, 54.3%, settled in Ontario in 1997. This is
over half the percentage that settled in the Pacific Region, the next largest percentage
at 22.2%. (Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998)

International Perspective
Growth of International Migrants,

1965 to 1990
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Source: United Nations, 1997 Report on the World Social Situation

•

It is estimated that the number of international migrants has increased from 75 million
persons in 1965 to 119 million by 1990. Thus representing over 1965-1990, an annual
rate of growth of 1.9 %. (United Nations, 1997 Report on the World Social Situation)

•

In 1990, Europe was hosting 24 million international migrants, North America was
hosting 25 million (The USA 20 million), and East and South East Asia (China and
Japan) 8 million. (United Nations, 1997 Report on the World Social Situation)

•

The largest concentration is found in south Central Asia. These include those
displaced by years of warring between India and Pakistan, refugees from Afghanistan,
migrant oil workers, and refugees from the gulf war. (United Nations, 1997 Report on the World
Social Situation)

•

Contributing factors to international migration include wars in Yugoslavia, African
countries, Bosnia, and India, as well as economic malaise in Russia and other former
Soviet Republics.
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URBANIZATION
National Perspective
Growth of Canada's 25 Census Metropolitan Areas,
1991 to 1997
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•

There has been continuing migration from rural areas and economically depressed
regions to urban centres, creating significant regional variations in population growth
and density.

•

Approximately 33.06% of Canada's population lives in Toronto, Vancouver, and
Montreal. (Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998)

Regional Perspective
•

The most significant growth in population has been in metropolitan areas, most
notably Calgary and Vancouver - reflecting job availability and economic growth, a
trend that is likely to continue in the next decade. (Statistics Canada, Annual Demographics statistics,
1998)

•

Between 1991 and 1998, Vancouver had the highest average annual growth rate of
3.3%; Calgary was second with 2.9%; followed by Toronto at 1.8%. (Statistics Canada,
Annual Demographics Statistics, 1998)

International Perspective
•

In 1995, about 2.6 billion people - 45% of the global population - were living in urban
areas. The proportion is expected to reach 60% by the year 2025. (United Nations, World
Health Report, 1996)
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Urban Agglomerations with a Population of
1 Million or More
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•

The number of urban agglomerations in the developed world is rising at a steady pace
from 44 in 1950 to 115 in 1996 and a projection of 129 in 2015. On the other hand the
numbers in less developed regions shows a drastic increase from 49 in 1950 to 221 in
1996 and projected at 398 in 2015. (United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population
Division No date)
-
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The five biggest cities in the world are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tokyo, Japan 27.242 million
Mexico City, Mexico 16.98 million
Sao Paulo, Brazil 16.79 million
New York, USA 16.39 million
Bombay, India 15.75 million
Shanghai, China 13.66 million

(United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division)

•

Twenty years from now, 33 of the world's biggest cities will have a combined
population of more than 500 million people. (United Nations, Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, Population Division)
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CAPRA ANALYSIS DEMOGRAPHICS
-

•

•
•

C
Clients
(Direct & Indirect

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

A

•

Acquiring and
Analysing Info

•

(Issues May Include):

•

•
•
•
•

P

•

Partnerships

•

•

Offenders
CJS Staff & Partners (federal, provincial & international)
General Public (Individual Tax Payers & Communities)
Visible Minorities, Immigrants & Diverse Ethnic Communities
Voluntary Organisations & NGOs
victims & their families
Interest/Lobby Groups
Slow population growth - low birth rate balanced by increasing immigration
Aging population
Increasing diversity - growing visible minority population
Continuing migration to urban centres creating significant regional differences in population
growth and density
Unique demographic characteristics of the Aboriginal population
Growth of international migrants
Regional migration
Availability of research data
Statistical interpretation
Evaluation research
Horizontal linkages between federal, provincial & international governments & organizations
Partnerships with the voluntary sector and NG0s; the media; the community; agencies,
academics and other area specialists; victims, offenders, staff, interest groups/advocates
Medical professionals & service providers

(Internal & External)
•
•

R
Response
(Potential Strategies May
Include):

•

•
•
•
•

Regional population changes will require changes to accommodation practices and
programming within the regions
Appropriate health services/ facilities for an ageing offender population
Appropriate programming and release planning for older offenders and diverse ethnic origins
(not a one size fits all model)
Representative staff composition to respond effectively to a diverse offender population
Culture-specific training for staff & offenders
Identifying, promoting and implementing best practices nation-wide
Greater accessibility to, participation in & offender satisfaction with cultural specific

programs/services
•

A
Assessment
(Success of the
implemented responses
might be measured
according to):

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Accessible facilities for older offenders - innovative facility design
Greater involvement of older volunteers in working with older inmates
Offender/staff stability
Positive climate/culture
Increased safe reintegration of older offenders/diverse ethnic groups
Decrease in total grievances/complaints by offenders against CSC
Greater respect for individuality & human rights
Recognition as a world leader
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
Crime rates in general may be directly correlated to the performance of the economy.
Likewise, social factors including education and income levels may also influence the
incidence of crime. For these reasons, it is important for CSC to closely monitor all trends
related to the economic and social conditions of the environment, from both a national
and regional perspective.
By monitoring the economic conditions (employment, industry profiles, education levels,
income distribution), both nationally and provincially, CSC is able to establish a broad
profile on each region. This in tu rn helps the Service to respond appropriately to these
conditions in all five regions of the country. This type of profiling also helps the Service
to strategically plan for future events.

EMPLOYMENT
National Perspective
Percentage of Seasonally Adjusted Employment Growth between June 1998
and June 1999
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Source: Statistics Canada: Labour Force Survey Report on Employment by Industry and Class of Workers for both Sexes,
Aged 15 Years and Over, June 1999

•

The unemployment rate as of June 1999 is 7.6%, down nearly 2% since the June 1997
rate of 9.2%. (Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey, June 4, 1999)
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•

The rate of unemployment is expected to drop to 6.5% by 2020. It is forecasted that as
more people retire, the total of those available to work will decline and as a result,
wages will increase. These higher wages are expected to bring people back to the
labour force. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

Between June 1998 and February 1999, there was a sharp increase in adult
employment which rose by some 274,000 jobs. The youth labour market has greatly
improved in comparison to the previous year with the addition of about 121,000 jobs.
For students between the ages of 15 - 24 years old, those employed rose from 44.1%
in June 1998 to 47.2% in June 1999; most of this increase was in part-time work.
(Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey, July 9, 1999)

•

In 1996, young Aboriginal adults without a high school diploma had an
unemployment rate of 40%. In contrast, unemployment rates were only half as high
for those with secondary (23%) or college (20%) completion. Young Aboriginal
people with a university degree have the lowest rate of unemployment at 9% (Statistics
Canada: Canadian Social Trends, Spring 1999)

•

The conesponding figures for the non-Aboriginal population aged 20 to 29 shows the
same disparities between educational attainment and unemployment, although at
considerably lower rates - 20% for those without a high school diploma, 13% for
those who had completed high school, 9% for those who had completed college and
5% for those who had completed university (Statistics Canada: Canadian Social Trends, Spring 1999).

•

From June 1998 to June 1999, the greatest growth in employment in the goodsproducing sector was in utilities which rose by about 16.5%, followed by construction
at 4.4%. However, there was a drop of approximately 17% in forestry, mining, oil and
gas. (statistics Canada Labour Force Survey: Report: Employment by Industry and Class of Workers for both Sexes, ages
15 and over, June 1999)

•

During this same time period, employment in transportation and warehousing within
the services-producing sector was up by nearly 12% while finance, insurance, real
estate and leasing increased by 8.2%. Conversely, there was a decline of close to 7%
in public administration. (Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey: Report: Employment by Industry and Class of
Workers for both Sexes, ages 15 and over, June 1999)

•

Over the 12 month span ending in June 1999, employment in both the public and
private sectors has increased. While the latter has grown by 2.3%, employment in the
public sector has risen by 4.6%, largely due to gains in the areas of health and social
services as well as in education. (Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey, July 9, 1999)
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Regional Perspective
Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates for
June 1998 - June 1999 (%)
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•

The rate of unemployment as of June 1999 remains highest in Newfoundland where
at 16.9%, it is more than double the national level. The lowest unemployment rate is
in Manitoba, where at 5.3% it is well below the national level. (Statistics Canada: Labour Force
Survey - Labour Force Characteristics for both Sexes, Aged 15 and Over)

•

Unemployment is below the national average in all the prairie provinces (overview of
Western Economic Diversification: Presentation to ADM Policy Forum, June 30, 1999 by Western Economic Diversification
Canada)

•

The rate of unemployment within Atlantic Canada still remains well above the
national average of 7.6%. At 12.2%, it is improving in comparison to the 13%
average for 1998. Specifically, the biggest improvement seems to have occurred in
New Brunswick where the unemployment rate is down 1.3%. (Presentation to the ADM Policy
Forum RE: Economic Development in Atlantic Canada, June 30, 1999, by Paul Leblanc, Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency)
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International Perspective

Unemployment Rates for the Major Industrialized Countries for 1992 and 1998 (%)
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•

The overall rate of unemployment for the major industrialized countries is forecasted
at 6.5% for 1999. (Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations Conference on Trade Development:
Word Economic Situation and Prospects for 1999)

•

In Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States, levels of unemployment
declined in 1998 as compared to 1992. However, unemployment rates have risen in
other major industrialized countries. (Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations
Conference on Trade Development: Word Economic Situation and Prospects for 1999)

•

Unemployment in the US is forecasted at 4.75% for 1999, a continued decrease since
the 1992 high of 7.5%. (Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations Conference on Trade
Development: Word Economic Situation and Prospects for 1999)

•

The unemployment rate in Japan is expected to reach 4.75% in 1999, a doubling of
the 1990 rates. (Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations Conference on Trade Development: Word
Economic Situation and Prospects for 1999)
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INDUSTRY PROFILE/ECONOMY
National Perspective
Change in GDP at Factor Cost, Seasonally Adjusted at
Annual Rates from April 1998 to April 1999 (%)
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At 3.3%, the change in GDP from April 1998 to April 1999, is twice as great in the
service producing sector as compared to the goods producing sector. (Statistics Canada Latest
Indicators Report on GDP at Factor Cost, Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates)

•

•

Canada's overall labour productivity is at 80% of US levels. The Canadian
manufacturing sector productivity lags behind that of the US by -um (Sustaining Growth,
Human Development and Social Cohesion in a Global World In Ottawa Policy Research Initiative, February 1999, in Horizons
Policy Research Initiative, Volume 2, Number 1. April 1999)

•

Canada has a higher proportion of small firms than the United States which are
deemed to be about half as productive as large firms even though they may be major
sources of innovation. About 10% of the Canada-US gap in the goods producing
sector and about 30% of the Canada US gap in the manufacturing sector may be
attributed to the greater presence of small firms in the Canadian economy. (Sustaining
Growth, Human Development and Social Cohesion in a Global World In Ottawa Policy Research Initiative, February 1999 in
Horizons Policy Research Initiative, Volume 2, Number 1, April 1999)

•

Canadian agriculture products are expected to gain increased market share in AsiaPacific. It is forecasted that a rise in global population will also lead to a raise in
selling prices for agricultural commodities. Global movement towards less regulated
trade in agriculture products will also enhance Canada's export potential. (The Conference
Board of Canada, 1999)

•

Metal mining output is expected to post a strong average annual growth of 3.5 % over
the 1998-2020 period. This is the result of strong global demand for machinery and
equipment and consumer durables. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)
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•

Strong demand on both sides of the Canadian border will boost the manufacturing
sector growth on average by 3.7 per cent annually over the 1999-2003 period. Export
growth will be sustained by a relatively low Canadian dollar, a competitive cost
structure, continued gains in productivity and multilateral agreements. However, as
the boomers retire, domestic demand will ease. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

Growth in the fishing industry is expected to average 1.8 % annually over the long
term. Extensions of the moratorium on Northern Cod could play dividends in the
future: the cod population is expected to revive to the point that a viable fishery will
blossom. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

An increase in real world oil prices will propel investment. It is projected that a barrel
of crude oil valued at $20.60 US in 1997 will be worth $37.49 US by 2020.
Production costs will continue to decline from $14 US per barrel in 1997 to $9 per
barrel in 2020. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

The forest industry is expected to face limited overall expansion. The recent drop in
demand from the Asia-Pacific has had a negative impact on BC economy. Recovery
is expected in the 2000-2005 period as the Japanese housing market rebounds.
However, regulators restricting the cut and a deceleration in population growth in the
developed world will lead to slow growth in the long run. (The Conference Board of Canada,
1999)

Provincial/Regional Perspective
GDP at Market Price ($ current) for 1995 and 1998
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•

There has been a general decline in the GDP of all provinces in 1998 as compared to
1995, with the exception of Nova Scotia where the level has increased from 2.9% to
3.4%. (Conference Board of Canada, 1999)
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•

The biggest decline occurred in PEI where the GDP fell about 6% in 1998 as
compared to 1995. By contrast, the smallest decline took place in Ontario where the
level dropped by 1.3% over this same time span. (Conference Board of Canada. 1999)

•

Interestingly, BC's GDP stood at 5% in 1995 but at -0.3% three years later.

(Conference

Board of Canada, 1999)

•

The expected average annual growth of GDP between 1998 and 2020 is greatest in
the province of Ontario followed by the province of Alberta. Forecasted at 3.2%, and
2.7% respectively, anticipated growth in both of these provinces is above the expected
level of 2.4% nationally. (Conference Board of Canada. 1999)

•

Lowest levels of average annual GDP growth between 1998 and 2020 are predicted
for New Brunswick (1.7%), followed by Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, both
estimated at 1.9%.(Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

Expected Average Annual Growth of GDP Between
1998 and 2020 (%)
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Source: Conference Board of Canada, 1999

•

The forecast is that net out-migration and an aging population will hurt the Atlantic
region economically, except for PET where status as a retirement haven will increase
in-migration which will maintain population growth. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

The opening of Voisey Bay in Labrador will boost metal mining in Newfoundland to
9.3 % annually over the same period. In the next century Hibernia will also reach full
capacity. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

The opening of the Confederation Bridge in PET has led to lower transportation costs.
The food processing industry is expected to continue with healthy expansion. The
long-term outlook for tourism is positive. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)
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•

The Nova Scotia economy will be aided by a $3 billion Sable Offshore Energy
Project to be completed by the end of 1999. In 2004, the second phase of the project
will begin, bringing two more years of intense activity. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

The Maritime Road Development Corporation's $584 million four-lane expressway
between Fredericton and Moncton will boost the economy, as well as the
development of a natural gas pipeline associated with Nova Scotia's Sable Offshore
Energy Project. However, weak commodity prices will continue to plague their
resource-based economy. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

As the Quebec and Ontario governments balance their books early in the next century,
economic growth will revive public spending on cutTent and capital goods. Increased
spending should follow for education, health care and welfare. (The Conference Board of
Canada, 1999)

•

In spite of the Asia crisis, low commodity prices which devalue the dollar, and the
elimination of wheat transporter subsidies, and farm income should stabilize over the
long run in Manitoba, as an increase in world demand for food raises world prices.
(The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

Gove rn ment spending on goods and services is expected to rise in Saskatchewan.

(The

Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

The Alberta economy is expected to outgrow all other provinces over the 1998-2020
period. Extensive development of non-conventional oil reserves will keep the energy
sector vibrant over the long term. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

The demand for most of BC's major exports has decreased due to the Asia crisis. The
province's forest industry has been particularly hard hit and can expect to face another
couple of disappointing years. (The Conference Board of Canada, 1999)
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International Perspective
Rates of Growth of Real GDP for the Major Industrialized
Countries for 1992 and 1998

131992
131998

Source: UN/DESA; based on IMF, International Financial Statistics, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development: World Economic Situation and Prospects for 1999.

•

The world economy is now growing at its slowest rate since the early 1980s. The
recession in Japan, the East Asian Crisis, the Russian Crisis and contagion through
the fin an cial markets combined in 1998 to halve the rate of growth of the world
economy and to raise conce rn with regard to global recession. (Department of Economic and
Social Affairs, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development: World Economic Situation and Prospects for 1999)

•

World trade in 1998 grew at less than half the pace of the previous year and about the
same growth is foreseen for 1999. (Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development: World Economic Situation and Prospects for 1999)

•

Nevertheless, economic growth was relatively strong in North America, and in much
of Europe, China and India, which together account for about half of the world
population. (Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development: World
Economic Situation and Prospects for 1999)

•

The economies of developing countries grew by upwards of 5% annually for a good
part of the decade. However, due to the economic free fall in the "Asian crisis"
countries, output in the developing countries as a group expanded by only 1.6% in
1998 and only 3% growth is forecasted for 1999. (Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development: World Economic Situation and Prospects for 1999)

•

Japan's annual output fell in 1998 - the first time since the 1974 oil crisis and a further
fall is foreseen for 1999. This reflects the severe slump in private consumption and
corporate investment, amid continued uncertainty about economic prospects, as well
as weak exports owing mainly to the recession in key Asian markets. (Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development: World Economic Situation and
Prospects for 1999)
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In the US, inflation has slipped below 2%. Similarly, in Western Europe, although
economic growth improved in 1998, inflation remained below 2%. (Department of Economic
and Social Affairs, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development: World Economic Situation and Prospects for 1999)

•

More than $1.5 trillion US a day is exchanged on the world's currency markets.

(The

Moncton Times and Transcript: UN Report Quick Facts, July 13, 1999)

•

A fifth of the world's people has 86% of the world's wealth as measured by gross
domestic product or GDP. (Winnipeg Free Press: World's 200 Richest People Worth $1 Trillion, UN Report, July
13, 1999)

•

In Western Europe, GDP growth was sustained by strong domestic demand.

(Department
of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development: World Economic Situation and
Prospects for 1999.)
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EDUCATION
National Perspective

Population Aged 15 Years and Over by Level of Education,
1992 and 1998
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Canadians are continuing to achieve higher levels of education today. In 1998, more
people were obtaining post-secondary diplomas (27.7%) compared to 1992 (22.3%). In
1998, 14.5% obtained university degrees compared to 11.9% of the Canadian population
in 1992. (Source: Statistics Canada: Labour Force Historical Review, 1998)

•

Canadians mainly invest in education as a means of remaining competitive in the
labour market. As such, 3 out of 4 adults participating in education or training
activities (21% of the total adult population) reported doing so for job-related
purposes in 1997. Meanwhile, 24% of the employed population enrolled in jobrelated education and training activities sponsored by their employer. (Statistics Canada: The
Daily, June 18, 1999)
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•

Of those persons aged 15 years and over who obtained a university degree as of
December 1998, 1,837,900 or 53.5% were males and 1,596,700 or 46.5% were
females. (Statistics Canada, Labour Force Historical review,1998)

•

Among this same population of university graduates, 65% of the males and 74% of
the females received bachelor level degrees while 35% of the men and 26% of the
women obtained graduate level degrees (Labour Force Historical Review, 1998).

•

Between 1986 and 1996, young Aboriginal adults improved their qualifications at
every level of education. The percentage with a high school diploma increased from
40% in 1986 to 55% a decade later. Those who received either a post-secondary
diploma or certificate rose from 15% to 20% over this same time span. Those who
obtained a university degree doubled from 2% to 4% from 1986 to 1996. (Statistics Canada:
Canadian Social Trends, Spring 1999)

•

Illiteracy remains a problem affecting one in six Canadians according to the 1999 UN
Human Development Report. (The Toronto Star: Critics Call UN Rating Misleading; Report Also Says Canada
Still has a Serious Poverty Problem, July 13, 1999)

Regional Perspective

Education Attainment of those 15 years and over
by Provincial Population (/0)
0-8 years

El University degree

es

(.51
Source: Statistics Canada: Labour Force Historical Review, 1998

•

The proportion of the population aged 15 years and over per province with a
university degree is highest in Ontario (15.8%) and lowest in Newfoundland (8.5%).
At 17.7%, Newfoundland also has the highest proportion of its population aged 15
years and over who have achieved less than grade 9 (Statistics Canada Labour Force Historical
Review, 1998).
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•

The province with the highest proportion of its population aged 15 years and over
who have obtained a post-secondary diploma is Nova Scotia (31.5%) followed closely
by Alberta (30.3%). Both BC (22.1%) and New Brunswick (22.0%) have comparable
proportions of their populations aged 15 years and over who have graduated with high
school diplomas (Statistics Canada Labour Force Historical Review, 1998).

•

In 1996, young Aboriginal people living in Canada's largest cities were more likely to
have completed a university degree than those in rural First Nations communities
(reserves). For example, 4% of Aboriginal youth living in cities with populations
greater than 100,000 had a university degree as compared to 1% of those living on
reserves (Statistics Canada: Canadian Social Trends, Spring 1999).
Distribution of Illiteracy by Region and Selected Provinces in Canada, Adults
16 Years and Over (%)
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•

Of all the provinces, Quebec has the lowest level of literacy with 28% of the
population there deemed to be level-one literate as compared to the national average
of 22%. (Reading the Future: A Portrait of Literacy in Canada, 1996 (based on the 1994 International Adult Literacy
Survey)

•

Within the Atlantic region, 28% of New Brunswick's population is also literate only
at the first level, compared to the average for all of the Atlantic provinces
(25%).(Reading the Future: A Portrait of Literacy in Canada, 1996 (based on the 1994 International Adult Literacy Survey)

•

The average for level one literacy in the Western provinces stands at 18%, one
percent lower than for the province of BC at 19%. This is well below the national
average of level one literacy (22%), Alberta has the lowest rate at 1 5%.(Reading the Future:
A Portrait of Literacy in Canada, 1996 (based on the 1994 International Adult Literacy Survey)
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International Perspective
Estimated Percentage of Illiteracy, Population 15 Years and Over,
1980 and 1995
ù072

70
60
tu 50
• 40
u 30
20
10

43.8

392

El 1980

27.7

ID 1995

e

4.1 1 . 5

7 . 9 5.2
I=EZIM

Europe

Oceania

o
Africa

America

Asia

Continents, Major Areas and Groups of Countries

Source: Statistics Unesco: Estimated Illiterate Population 15 Years and Over: Number and Percentage

0.0
cJ

L.
et

Estimated Percentage of Illiteracy, Population Aged 15 Years and Over By
Sex, 1995
Da Male
CI Female
60
54
50
40
30
20
65
10
3.9 .
1.2 1.8

0
WorldTotal

Africa

America

Asia

Europe

Oceania

Continents, Major Areas and Groups of Countries

Source: Statistics Unesco: Estimated Illiterate Population 15 Years and Over: Number and Percentage

•

There is a wide range in international literacy levels, depending on the continent.
Africa has the highest level of illiteracy, followed by Asia. Generally, illiteracy
appears to be a greater problem for women than for men, especially in these two
regions. (Statistics Unesco: Estimated Illiterate Population 15 Years and Over: Number and Percentage)

•

Overall, the problem of illiteracy appears to be declining over the 15 year span
between 1980 and 1995. While it continues to be a significant problem in both Africa
and Asia, these areas have also seen the greatest improvements over the span of 15
years. Africa's level of illiteracy has dropped 16.4% while Asia's is down 11.6%.
(Statistics Unesco: Estimated Illiterate Population 15 Years and Over: Number and Percentage)
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INCOME
National Perspective
•

The income a ft er taxes of economic families (including those sharing a dwelling
related by marriage, blood, adoption and common-law relationships) remained
relatively stable between 1993 and 1996. In 1993, the average armual income for
these families was $44,549 as compared to $45,032 three years later. (statistics Canada
Report: Average Annual Income After Tax, for Selected Family Types and Unattached Individuals - no date

•

By contrast, there was a slight decline in the average annual income of unattached
individuals from $20,041 in 1993 to $19,893 in 1996. (statistics Canada Report: Average Annual
Income After Tax, for Selected Family Types and Unattached Individuals - no date)

•

According to the 1996 Census, the average annual income ranged ftom $19, 377 for
those with less than grade 9 to $42,054 with a university degree. (statistics Canada Report:
Population 15 years and over with employment income showing highest level of schooling and average employment income in
1995, 1996 Census)

•

Unattached men continue to make more money than unattached females. In 1996, the
average annual income for unattached males was $22,076 (non-elderly) and $21,065
(elderly) as compared to $18,967 for unattached females (non-elderly) and $16,367
for unattached females (elderly). (Statistics Canada Report: Average Annual Income After Tax, for Selected
Family Types and Unattached Individuals - no date)

•

For two parent families with children, the average annual income in 1996 was
$50,079 as compared to $22,687 for lone-parent families. (Statistics Canada Report: Average
Annual Income After Tax, for Selected Family Types and Unattached Individuals - no date)

•

Female lone-parent families earned $21,359 in 1996 while male lone-parent families
earn ed $31,073. (Statistics Canada Report: Average Annual Income After Tax, for Selected Family Types and
Unattached Individuals - no date)

•

In 1997, an estimated 5.2 million people, or 17.5% of the population, were below
Statistics Canada's low income cut-off (families who spend more than 54.7% of their
income on food, shelter and clothing), compared with 17.9% in 1996 and 14.1% in
the peak income year of 1989. (Statistics Canada: Daily, April 14, 1999)

•

The total number of children below the low-income cut-off increased by only 6%
between 1997 and 1989. Yet, there were still 37% more children living in low-income
families in 1997 than there were nearly a decade earlier. (Statistics Canada: Daily, April 14,1999)

•

In 1997, 42.8% of young families whose primary breadwinners were less than 25
years old had incomes below the low-income cutoff, a rate that is three times higher
then families of all age groups (14%). (Statistics Canada . Daily, April 14, 1999)
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Regional Perspective
Average Weekly Wages by Province for 1998 ($)
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•

Weekly wages were highest in Saskatchewan in 1998 ($724), followed by Ontario
($652) and BC ($625). They were lowest in the Atlantic Provinces, the lowest of
which was PET ($427). (Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

•

The average weekly wages of C an adians are expected to double by the year 2020. The
highest earnings are expected in Saskatchewan while the lowest earnings continue to
be anticipated in PET. (Conference Board of Canada, 1999)

International Perspective
•

Overall, a UN report ranks Canada no. 1 out of 174 countries for the sixth year in a
row, on the overall human development index - a measure that combines data on life
expectancy, access to education and per-capita income. (The London Free Press: Canada Comes up
Short on Equality of the Sexes, July 13, 1999)

•

Canada ranks ninth in dealing with poverty and fourth in the empowerment of women
(Winnipeg Free Press: World's 200 Richest People Worth $1 Trillion, UN Report,
July 13, 1999). In the latter category, Canada ranked behind Norway, Sweden and
Demnark. (The Toronto Star: Critics Call UN Rating Misleading; Report also says Canada Still has a Serious Poverty
Problem, July 13, 1999)
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The 200 richest people in the world more than doubled their net worth in the four
years to 1998, to $1 trillion. (Winnipeg Free Press: World's 200 Richest People Worth $ I Trillion, UN Report,
July 13. 1999)

•

About 85% of the discrepancy between Canada and US income per capita may be
attributed to lower labour productivity including a 14% lower unemployment rate and
a 1% lower participation rate. (Sustaining Growth, Human Development and Social Cohesion in a Global World,
Ottawa: Policy Research Initiative, February 1999 in Horizons Policy Research Initiative, Volume 2, Number 1, April 1999)

GO'VERNMENT FINANCES
National Perspective

in Sm illio ns

Federal Government Expenditures and Revenues,
1993-94 to 1997-1998
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•

Overall, government debt has grown at a slower pace than gross domestic product
(GDP) for the second consecutive year, thereby sharply reversing the previous 20year trend. (Statistics Canada: Daily, April 1, 1999)

•

The federal gove rn ment surplus increased again this year as debt was repaid by a
fu rt her $ 9 billion. (Statistics Canada: Daily, April I, 1999)
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In US do llars

Canadian Dollar Exchange Rates, 1995 to 1999
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•

Spurred by market speculation, the Canadian dollar continues to struggle against the
US dollar.

Regional Perspective
Provincial-Territorial Budgetary Balances as Per Cent of GDP
1997-98 and 1998-99
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•

The aggregate provincial-territorial deficit fell to $3.2 billion or 0.4% of GDP in
1997-98, as 7 jurisdictions posted a balanced budget or a surplus. (Department of Finance:
Provincial Fiscal Monitor, February 1999)

•

The NWT posted the largest surplus, in percentage of GDP, as a result of increased
federal cash transfers following revisions to population estimates. (Department of Finance:
Provincial Fiscal Monitor, February 1999)
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International Perspective
The federal government budget in the US has returned a surplus for the first time since
1969. (Department of Economic and Social Affairs and United Nations Conference on Trade Development: Word Economic
Situation and Prospects for 1999)

1
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CAPRA. ANALYSIS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
-

C
Clients
(Direct & Indirect)

A
Acquiring and
Analysing Info
(Issues May Include):

•
.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

P

•

•

Partnerships

Offenders
CJS Staff & Partners (federal, provincial & international)
General Public (Individual Tax Payers & Communities)
Voluntary Organisations & NGOs
victims & their families
Interest/Lobby Groups
Unemployment rates (regional, national & international)
Illiteracy/low educational attainment (regionally, nationally & internationally)
Income disparity between men and women
Child poverty - low income families
Regional variations in economic & social conditions & their impacts
Globalization
Immigration
Gove rnment fiscal & social policies
Social Union Agreement
Link between social & economic conditions to crime
Modernization of benefits
Availability of research data
Statistical interpretation
Evaluation research
Horizontal linkages between federal, provincial & international governments & organizations
Partnerships with the voluntary sector and NG0s; the media; the community; agencies,
academics and other area specialists; victims, offenders, staff, interest groups/advocates

(Internal & External)
•
•
•

R

•

Response

•

(Potential Strategies May
Include) :

A
Assessment
(Success of the
implemented responses
might be measured
according to):

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Increase social funding
Lower taxes
Team Canada Trade Missions
Transfer Payments
Enhanced public education strategies re: safe reintegration & community-based corrections
Implementation of reintegration-related employment programs that reflect the market-place
reality
Increase in the number of federal/provincial partnerships or corrections initiatives
Strategic alignment of correctional resources
Promotion of success stories
Identifying, promoting and implementing best practices nation-wide
Greater community engagement & participation
Increased public confidence in the CJS
Increased safe reintegration
Reduced institutional incidents/recidivism
Greater numbers of long-term incarcerated offenders who are motivated towards release (vs.
institutionalisation)
Healthy environments - reduced reliance on after-care by offenders on release
Greater employment opportunities for ex-offenders
Decreased prevalence of poverty and income disparity among men & women
Use of appropriate technologies/better info management
More diversified economy
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HEALTH
Becoming educated on and maintaining a certain level of understanding about the various
health concerns of Canadians enables CSC to keep a close eye on issues that might affect
its offender population and its staff
By monitoring factors such as life expectancy, CSC can position itself for the years to
come. By examining the health issues related to aging Canadians, CSC can help more
effectively manage its aging offender population. By examining the causes and effects of
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome and Fetal Alcohol Effects, the Service c an better understand the
psychological problems some of its offenders face and devise better programs to help
them deal with their illnesses. By keeping up to date on issues such as managing
infectious diseases, HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis C and Tuberculosis, all of which are prominent
within CSC institutions, the Service can better serve its inmate population and the
Canadian population as a whole.

LIFE EXPECTANCY
National Perspective
Life Expectency at Birth, Canada, 1920-1992
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• In 1997, the average life expectancy for females in Canada was 81.4; for males it was
74.3.

(Statistics Canada, Daily, April 13, 1999)

• A woman born in 1980 can now expect to live to an average age of 79 compared to a
woman bo rn in 1950 who's life expectancy is about 71. A man bo rn in 1980 can now
expect to live to an average age 73 compared to a man born in 1950 who's life
expectancy is 66.

(Statistics Canada, Annual Demographic Statistics, 1998)
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In 1995, the life expectancy for a Registered Indian male was 69.1 and 76.2 for a
females. Life expectancy for Registered Indians at birth continues to approach parity
with the general C an adian population, with the gap between the genders forecast to
narrow to less than six years by the millennium. (Department of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada,
Basic Departmental data - no date)

Regional Perspective
•

Among the provinces and territories, life expectancy in 1997 for both sexes combined
reached an average of 79 years. Life expectancy was shortest in the two territories and
Newfoundland. (Statistics Canada, Daily, April 13, 1999)

•

The highest life expectancy nationally was for females in Prince Edward Island at
82.7 years followed by females in British Columbia at 82.1 years. The lowest national
life expectancy was for males in the Northwest Territories at 72.4 years. (Statistics Canada,
Daily, April 13, 1999)

International Perspective
•

Average life expectancy at birth globally in 1995 was more than 65 years, an increase
of about 3 years since 1985. It was over 75 years in developed countries; 64 years in
developing countries, and 52 years in the least developed countries. At least 18
countries in Africa have a life expectancy at birth of 50 years or less. (United Nations, World
Health Report, 1996)

•

On average, women today can expect to live over 4 years longer than men - 67.2
years versus 63 years. The female advantage is greatest in Europe - almost 8 more
years - and smallest in South-East Asia, where it is just one year. (United Nations, World Health
Report, 1996)

52

November 2-3, 1999

Strategic Planning Meeting

Health

TEN COUNTRIES OR AREAS WITH THE HIGHEST AND LOWEST
LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH, 1995-2000

1

HIGHEST LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH

Country
Japan
Iceland
Canada
Martinique
Switzerland
Sweden
Hong Kong
Australia
Italy
Norway

years
80.0
79.0
79.0
78.8
78.6
78.5
78.5
78.2
78.2
78.1

LOWEST LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH

Country ,
Sierra Leone
Malawi
Uganda
Zambia
Rwanda
Burundi
Ethiopia
Zimbabwe
Burkina Faso
Central African Republic

years
37.2
39.3
39.6
40.1
40.5
42.4
43.3
44.1
44.4
44.9

Source: United Nations Populations Division

•

The world's lowest life expectancy at birth, just 37.2 years, is in Sierra Leone. This
represents barely half of the world's highest life expectancy age of 80 in Japan. (United
Nations, World Health Report, 1996)

•

The number of countries with a life expectancy at birth of over 60 years has increased
from at least 98 (with a total population of 2.7 billion) in 1980 to at least 120 (with a
total population of 4.9 billion) in 1995. (United Nations, World Health Report, 1996)
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ELDERLY
National perspective
•

For most of their older years, Canadians are disability-free. In 1991, men aged 65 and
older could expect to have severe disabilities only for their last two years, and women
only for their last four years of life. (Health Canada, Division of Aging and Seniors)

•

Most Canadian seniors live in a private household. In 1996, however, 7% of all
seniors in Canada (254,000 people aged 65 and over) lived in an institution. Although
this percentage has fallen from 10% in 1971, seniors currently make up almost threequarters (74%) of all people living in an institution. (Health Canada, Division of Aging and Seniors)

•

Over the last decade, the average number of Registered Indian adults in residential or
institutional care fluctuated between 2.9 per 1,000 in 1987/88 to 3.1 per 1,000 in
1996/97. (Department of Indian and Northe rn Affairs Canada, Basic Departmental data)

•

In 1996, 85% of all institutionalized seniors lived in special care homes for the elderly
and cluonically ill, while smaller numbers resided in hospitals or religious institutions
or other types of institutions. (Health Canada, Division of Aging and Seniors)

•

Seniors in the oldest age ranges, especially older women, are the most likely to live in
an institution. In 1996, 38% of all women aged 85 and over lived in an institution,
compared with 24% of their male counterparts. At the same time, 10% of women
aged 75-84, versus 7% of men in this age group were in an institution. (Health Canada,
Division of Aging and Seniors)

•

Prescription-drug use is much more common among seniors than among younger
people. While seniors represent about 12% of the Canadian population, they consume
20% to 30% of all prescribed drugs. (Health Canada, Drug Use Among Senior Canadians)

•

Overall, 18% of senior women and 14% of senior men use three or more prescription
drugs per month. In contrast, only 8% of women and 6% of men aged 35-64 and 5%
of women and 2% of men aged 15-34 are multiple-drug users. (Health Canada, Drug Use Among
Senior Canadians)

•

By far, the most common prescription medicines used by seniors are for the heart or
for blood pressure. About 45% of senior women and 35% of senior men took these
types of prescription drugs, followed by prescription pain relievers (such as aspirin),
used by about one-third of senior women and men. Stomach remedies or laxatives
were the next most common prescription drugs, used by 14% of women and 9% of
men. (Health Canada, Drug Use Among Senior Canadians)
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Regional perspective
•

There is some variation in the proportion of seniors in different provinces in
institutional care; however, no more than 1 in 10 seniors resides in an institution in
any province. Seniors in British Columbia are the least likely to live in an institution
than those in Quebec. (Health Canada, Division of Aging and Seniors)

•

The comparatively large percentage of Quebec seniors living in an institution reflects,
in part, the fact that many seniors in that province reside in a religious institution. In
1996, 15% of all institutionalized seniors in Quebec lived in this type of facility,
whereas, the figure in the other provinces ranged from 7% in Prince Edward Island to
less than 1% in British Columbia. (Health Canada, Division of Aging and Seniors)

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

HIV/AIDS
National Perspective

•

Since the beginning of the epidemic to December 31, 1998, a total of 43,347 positive
HIV tests have been repo rt ed to the Laboratory Center for Disease Control (LCDC) at
Health Canada from all provinces and territories in Canada. (Health Canada, HIV/ AIDS Update,
1999)

•

Increasingly, HIV is infecting vulnerable segments of our population, especially those
who are marginalized by socio-economic factors; those who use intravenous drugs;
women living in poverty; many Aboriginal communities; and young gay men.

•

In 1989, men sleeping with men (MSM) accounted for 79.9% of all reported adult
cases of AIDS by 1998, 50.2% of all adult cases of AIDS were attributed to this
exposure category. At the same time, injection drug use (IDU) has increasingly
become an important route of transmission of HIV in Canada. Between 1989 and
1998, IDU among all adult cases of AIDS has increased from 2.5% to 16.0%. (Health
Canada, HIV/ AIDS Update, 1999)

•

In 1996 it was estimated that there were 11,000 to 17,000 people who were HIV
infected but unaware of their infection. (Health Canada, HIV/ AIDS Update, 1999)

•

The annual number of positive HIV tests reported since 1995 has been slowly
declining. In fact, 23.3% fewer positive HIV tests were reported at the end of 1998
than in 1995. (Health Canada, HIV/ AIDS Update, 1999)
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•

Males represent 87.4% of the total number of positive HIV tests with known gender
while females represented 12.6%. However, between 1995 and 1998 the percentage
of positive HIV tests has increased among females from 19.4% to 22.1 %, and
decreased among males from 80.6% to 77.9%. (Health Canada, HIV/ AIDS Update, 1999)

•

In 1998, the number of new AIDS cases per year has dropped 84.1% compared to
1993. (Health Canada, HIV/ AIDS Update, 1999)

•

As of December 31, 1998, 71% (or 11,525 cases) of the total number of AIDS cases
reported are now deceased. (Health Canada, HIV/ AIDS Update, 1999)

•

Since 1995, the number of reported AIDS deaths each year has significantly declined,
with a 89% drop in reported AIDS deaths in 1998 compared to 1995. (Health Canada, HIV/
AIDS Update, 1999)

•

Among adult females, injection drug use (IDU) accounts for almost 40% of AIDS
cases diagnosed and reported in 1998. (Health Canada, HIV/ AIDS Update, 1999)

•

The rate of infection of HIV/AIDS among Aboriginals has been 5-6 times higher than
the national average. Aboriginal Canadians account for 19.7 % of all AIDS cases
diagnosed since 1989 (3,198 of 16,236). In 1998 they accounted for only 7 % of new
cases. (Health Canada, HIV/ AIDS Update, 1999)

•

Treatment costs are extremely high. Estimates: full-blown AIDS - $1,300 in drugs
alone per month; $100,000 in lifetime costs for a person who is HIV positive.

Regional perspective
Annual Incidence Rates of Reported
AIDS Cases by Region, 1995

o

c

15
o

©

10

o

a.

5
0
Canada

B.C.

Alberta Prai/Terr Ontario

Quebec

Atlantic

Source: Health Canada, Annual Report on AIDS in Canada, 1995
Prai/Terr: Sask, Man, NWT, Yuk
Atlantic: NB, NS, PEI, NFLD

•

In 1995, Quebec had the highest annual incidence of AIDS at 12.7 per 100,000
population, this was almost twice the national average of 7.8 per 100, 000 population.
(Health Canada, Annual Report on AIDS in Canada, 1995)
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Ontario had the largest amount of reported AIDS cases between 1985 and 1995 at
6,761 cases. This was followed closely by Quebec at 6,411. Saskatchewan,
Manitoba, Yukon and the Northwest Territories reported the least number of cases
over the same period with 273 followed by the Atlantic Region with 442 cases. (Health
Canada, Annual report on AIDS in Canada, 1995)

International Perspective
•

The existence of HI V, the virus that causes AIDS, was unknown barely a decade ago.
Today more than 20 million adults are estimated to be infected world wide. The
cumulative total could reach 40 million in the next 5 years. (United Nations, World health report,
1996)

•

In 1997,the UNAIDS, a global HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance organization
estimated that 5.8 million people became newly infected with HIV world-wide.
(UNAIDS, global HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance, 1998)

•

The Sub Saharan African region was responsible for close to 70% or 4 million of the
newly infected HIV cases in 1997. (UNAIDS, global HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance, 1998)

Hepatitis C
National Perspective
•

Since national reporting began in Canada on the Hepatitis C (HCV) infection in 1992,
the number of cases reported has increased dramatically from 1,321 cases to 19,571
cases in 1997. This was mainly because of increased recognition of previously
acquired infection. (Health Canada, Hepatitis C - Prevention and Control)

•

It is estimated that the infection rate in Canada is 0.8% or 240,000 persons, and of
these only 30% are aware their infection. (Health Canada, Hepatitis C - Prevention and Control)

•

Treatment costs for Hepatitis C are estimated to run in excess of $4000/person per
year.
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International Perspective
It is estimated that up to 3% of the world's population is infected with the Hepatitis C
virus (HCV), i.e. up to 170 million carriers. The majority of those newly or
chronically infected have no symptoms and are, therefore, often unaware of their
infection; however, they serve as a source of transmission of infection and are at risk
of chronic liver disease, cirrhosis, and liver cancer. (Health Canada. Hepatitis C - Prevention and

•

1

Control - no date)

•

Several new hepatitis viruses have been identified in recent years. Hepatitis B is
estimated to have infected 2 billion people alive today, of whom 350 million are
chronically infected and therefore, at risk of death from liver disease. About 100
million are chronically and incurably infected with hepatitis C and are similarly at
risk. Hepatitis E is a particular concern in countries with a hot climate where it can
cause major epidemics. (United Nations, World Health Report. 1996)

•

About 434,000 cases a year of liver cancer, 82% of the world total is attributed to
Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C viruses. Hepatitis B causes 316,000 and Hepatitis C
causes 118,000 of the cases. These viruses are transmi tt ed in several ways, including
through contaminated blood, sexual activity and injection drug use. (United Nations, World
Health Report, 1996)

Tuberculosis
National Perspective

Distribution of New Active and Relapse TB Cases by Origin, Canada, 1980 and

1996

1980

. _16%

35%

50%

_
1996

14%

63%

20%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

1

13 Canadian born Aboriginal peoples El Forein born Canadians D Canadian born non-Aboriginals

Source: Health Canada, Tuberculosis in Canada, 1997

•

Tuberculosis is an airborne disease that is considered extremely contagious. There
were 1,849 new cases of Tuberculosis (TB) in Canada in 1996 or an incidence rate of
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6.2 per 100,000: 1660 new active cases of TB. This is significantly lower than the
1985 incidence rate of 8.3 new cases per 100,000. (Health Canada, Tuberculosis in Canada. 1997)
•

Foreign-bo rn Canadians now account for the largest amount of new active and relapse
cases of TB. (Health Canada, Tuberculosis in Canada, 1997)

Regional Perspective
•

Of the reported new active and relapsed cases of TB in Canada, 40% were in Ontario,
18% in Quebec and 17 % in British Columbia. (Health Canada, Tuberculosis in Canada, 1997)

•

In Saskatchewan, Aboriginal peoples with TB account for over 80% of new active
and relapse cases.

International Perspective
•

Tuberculosis, once regarded as virtually under control, is making a deadly comeback,
killing about 3.1 million people world wide a year. Drug-resistant Tuberculosis is
spreading in many countries. (United Nations, World Health Report, 1996)

•

The former Soviet Union has become the world's most dangerous source of the new
drug-resistant strain of Tuberculosis. Of the 300,000 prisoners released from Russian
jails every year, 80% are infected with TB. Of these, about 10,000 have the drug
resistant strains. (United Nations, Assessing New Threats to Human Security , Global Challenge s and Opportunities)

Infectious Diseases World Wide
•

More than 17 million of the 52 million deaths in 1995 were due to infectious diseases.
(United Nations, World Health Report, 1996)

•

At least 30 new diseases have been scientifically recognized around the world in the
last 20 years. (United Nations, World Health Report, 1996)

•

A completely new strain of cholera, called Vibrio cholerae 0139, appeared in SouthEastern India in 1992 and has since spread to other areas of India and parts of SouthEast Asia. (United Nations, World Health Report, 1996)

•

The Ebola virus was unknown 20 years ago. The Ebola haemorrhagic fever outbreak
in Zaire in 1995 was fatal in about 80% of cases. The natural host of the virus remains
a mystery. (United Nations, World Health Report, 1996)
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•

Since hantavirus infections were first recognized in the United States in 1993, they
have been detected in more than 20 American states. They can cause a pulmonary
syndrome with a fatality rate of over 50%. Cases have also occurred in Canada and in
Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay. (United Nations, World Health Report, 1996)

•

There were at least 333 million new cases of sexually transmitted diseases world-wide
in 1995, excluding HIV infections. (United Nations, World Health Report, 1996)

•

Sexually transmitted human papilloma viruses are responsible for most of the 529,000
cases of cervical cancer a year. (United Nations, World Health Report, 1996)
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FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME/FETAL ALCOHOL EFFECTS
National Perspective
•

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) is a medical diagnosis that refers to a specific cluster
of anomalies when prenatal exposure to alcohol has been confirmed. Fetal Alcohol
Effects (FAE) is a term used to describe the presence of some, but not all, FAS
characteristics when prenatal exposure to alcohol has been confirmed. (Health Canada,
Canadian Perinatal Surveillance System)

•

In adolescence and adulthood FAS/FAE leads to memory impairments, problems in
judgements and abstract reasoning and poor adaptive functioning. It also leads to
frustration intolerance, poor understanding of consequences, inappropriate sexual
behavior, substance abuse, mental health problems and trouble with the law. (csc, Fetal
Alcohol Syndrome: Implications for Correctional Service)

•

FAS is believed to be one of the leading causes of preventable birth defects and
developmental delays among Canadian children. Among women who drink heavily
during pregnancy, the incidence of FAS has been estimated to be 43 per 1000 live
births. The national rate has been estimated to be 1 to 2 per 1000 live births,
suggesting that each year more than 350 children are bo rn with FAS. (Health Canada,
Canadian Perinatal Surveillance System)

•

Studies of epidemiology have concluded that FAE has an incidence of 3 to 4 times
higher than FAS; however, because FAE cases are less likely to be consistently
diagnosed or to be observed by a health care professional, they continue to be
undetected. (csc, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome: Implications for Correctional Service)

•

Among certain Canadian Aboriginal groups, the incidences of FAS/FAE is much
higher. (csc, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome: Implications for Correctional Service)

•

The Canadian Center for Substance Abuse has estimated the lifetime extra costs for
health care, education and social services associated with the care of an individual
with FAS to be about $1.4 million. (Health Canada, Canadian Perinatal Surveillance System)

•

Because FAS was only identified in the last 25 years there is a huge gap in our
knowledge and ability to diagnose adults with FAS/FAE. (Health Canada, Canadian Perinatal
Surveillance System - no date)
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Regional Perspective
•

A survey conducted by health Canada discovered that while mate rn al alcohol
consumption varies by province, it was the highest in Quebec and lowest in the
Atlantic Provinces. (Health Canada. Canadian Perinatal Surveillance System - no date)

•

A 1996 study revealed that of the FAS cases reported in Saskatchewan in 1996, 86 %
of them were Aboriginal. (CSC, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome: Implications for Correctional Service - no date)

International Perspective
•

The present estimates of the world incidences of FAS are 1.9 cases per 1000. (csc, Fetal
Alcohol Syndrome: Implications for Correctional Service - no date)

•

FAS is estimated to occur in 0 to 4 per 1000 live bi rt hs in industrialized countries.
(Health Canada, Canadian Perinatal Surveillance System - no date)
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CAPRA. ANALYSIS HEALTH
-

•

•

Offenders
CJS Staff & Partners (federal, provincial & international)
General Public (Individual Tax Payers & Communities)
Voluntary Organisations & NGOs
Victims & their families
Interest/Lobby Groups
Health Care Providers

•
•
•

Incidents of HIV/AIDS within the community and within federal institutions
Prevalence of HIV/AIDS among Aboriginal populations
Incidents of TB - some strains drug resistant

•

Hep C

•
.

High cost of treatment
Risk of transmission to the community by offenders on release
Risk to staff/offenders of contracting infectious disease
FAS/FAE - need for more research, assessments and evaluation
Aging offenders - chronic illness
Disability related issues
High risk and special needs women offenders
Mental illness
Accessibility issues
Availability of data, statistical interpretation & evaluation research re: health issues & treatments
Horizontal linkages between federal, provincial & international governments & organizations
Partnerships with the voluntary sector and NG0s; the media; the community; agencies,
academics and other area specialists; victims, offenders, staff, interest groups/advocates
Medical professionals & service providers

•
•

C
Clients
(Direct & Indirect

•
•

•

A

•

Acquiring and
Analysing Info

•
•

(Issues May Include):

•

•
•
•
•

P

•

Partnerships

•

(Internal & External

•

•
•
•

R
Response
(Potential Strategies May
Include) :

A
Assessment
(Success of the
implemented responses
might be measured
according to):

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Drug Strategy Implementation
Appropriate health services and facilities to deal with an ageing offender population
Appropriate programming and release planning for older offenders and those that are ill (not one
size fits all model)
Accommodation plans
Research to better identify and respond to those with FAS/FAE & other intellectual impairments
Strategy to deal with federally sentenced women
Continued immunisation and improved staff training to deal with ill offenders
Education strategies
Promotion of success stories
Identifying, promoting and implementing best practices nation-wide
Greater accessibility/participation/satisfaction with cultural specific programs/services
Innovative facility design
Reduced victimization by infected persons
Greater volunteer involvement re older or ill offenders
Increased safe reintegration
Less stigmatization of offenders
Fewer admissions of persons with infectious diseases
Effective programming & mental health strategy
Decrease in number of health related grievances & complaints by offenders against CSC
Recognition as a world leader
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CRIME
Crime rates may represent the most important statistics that the Service monitors. Not
only do crime statistics tell us what types of offenders we will be receiving but they point
to general trends about the future composition of our offender population. This in tu rn
the Service to adjust its programming and operational capacity and to focus itsenabls
energy on the areas that warrant the most attention. For these reasons, CSC closely
examines such figures as the overall crime rates, violent crimes rates, homicide rates and
young offender crime rates. By tracking these trends and proactively forecasting our
needs for the future, the Service can realign itself to meet future challenges.

CRIME RATES AND TYPES OF CRIME
National Perspective
Crimes by Major Category,
Canada, 1962-1997
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•

Canada's police reported crime rate decreased for the seventh year in a row in 1998,
falling by 4%. The 1998 rate was the lowest rate since 1979. (Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

The violent crime rate declined by 2% in 1998, the sixth consecutive decline since the
start of the decade. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

Minor assaults or Level 1 assaults (common assault) account for the majority, 62.1%,
of all violent crimes. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

Of the 2.5 million Criminal Code incidents reported in 1998 (excluding traffic
violations), 12% were violent crimes, 56% were property crimes and the remaining
32% were other offences such as mischief, disturbing the peace, prostitution and
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(Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada. Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

In 1998, there were 555 homicides, 31 fewer than the previous year, and 738
attempted murders. Together these crimes continue to account for less than 1 % of
reported violent crimes. The actual homicide rate is 1.8 per 100,000 marking a
general decline that began in the 70's. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime
Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

After reaching a peak in 1993, the rate of total sexual assaults (categories 1-2-3
assaults) declined for the fifth consecutive year, including a 7% drop in 1998. In 1998
they accounted for less than 1 in 10 violent crimes. (canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics
Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

Vast majorities, 85% of sexual assault victims are women; 33% of them are
victimized by casual acquaintances, 26% by strangers, 25% by family members.
(Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics , Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

The median age for female victims of sexual assault is 17, for males it was much
younger at 11. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

Females represent the majority of victims of common assault at 52%, while males
represent 67% of victims of assault with a weapon and aggravated assault. (Canadian
Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

Females are most often been assaulted by a spouse or ex spouse at 42%, 18% by a
casual acqua.intance or 12% by a close friend. Among male victims, their assailants
are most often strangers at 37%. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in
Canada, 1998)

•

The presence of firearms in violent crimes has gradually declined from 6% in 1994 to
4.8% in 1998. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

In 1998, approximately 1.38 million, representing half of the reported Criminal Code
violations, were property crime incidents. The rate for these crimes has generally been
decreasing since 1991, including a 7% drop in 1998. The 1998 rate was the lowest
recorded by police services since 1977. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime
Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

In 1998, the impaired driving rate fell 4% this is a continuation of the long term
decline. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)
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The overall police rate of reported drug offences increased 6% in 1998 from the
previous year, and 19% from 1993. These trends are directly related to levels of
enforcement. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada,I998)
Rates of all Drug Offences 1997
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•

Offences involving cannabis account for a vast majority of drug crimes. In 1997,
more than 7 in 10 drug offences involved cannabis. Of these 68% were for
possession, 15% for cultivating, 15% for trafficking and 2% for importation. The rate
of these offences increased by 34% between 1991 and 1997. (Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics, Statistics Canada, Illicit Drugs and Crime in Canada, 1998)

•

Of all persons charged with cocaine and heroin offences, only 33% were under 25
years of age. For cannabis offences, this proportion was 60%. (Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics, Statistics Canada, Illicit Drugs and Crime in Canada, 1998)

•

Between 1995 and 1997, rates of possession and supply of "other drugs"
(amphetamines, barbiturates, steroids, LSD, ecstasy and PCP) have increased 15%.
(Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Illicit Drugs and Crime in Canada, 1998)

Regional Perspective
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•

Newfoundland reports the lowest crime rate at 5,803 incidents per 100,000
population, while Saskatchewan reports the highest at 12,403 incidents per 100,000
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Crime

(Canadian Centre for Justice

Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

With the exception of Newfoundland (+3%) and Saskatchewan (+2%), all provinces
report a decline in their crime rate. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics
in Canada, 1998)

•

Crime rates declined in each of the nine largest Census Metropolitan Areas (CMA) in
1998. The largest drops were reported in Toronto down by 11.4%, Quebec City down
9%, and Ottawa down 8%. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada,
1998)

•

Of all CMAs in Canada, Regina has the highest crime rate at 14,785 per 100,00
population while Quebec City has the lowest at 5,348 per 100,00 population. (Canadian
Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

Although the national violent crime rate decreased in 1998, there were variations
among the provinces. Increases of 3% were reported in Saskatchewan and Quebec.
Among the provinces showing decreases, Nova Scotia at 11% and Newfoundland at
8% had the largest drops. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada,
1998)

•

In 1998, the homicide rate dropped in half of Canada's 25 CMAs. The rate was the
highest in Regina at 4.0 and Halifax at 3.4 per 100,000 population. No homicides
were reported in Trois Rivières and Saint John (New Brunswick). (Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

Quebec recorded the lowest rate of sexual assault in 1998 at 44, per 100,000
population, followed by Ontario at 79. The highest rate was recorded in Saskatchewan
at 147. The national rate was 84. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in
Canada, 1998)

•

Except for Newfoundland, which had an increase of 3%, property crime dropped in
all provinces in 1998. Prince Edward Island had the largest drop at 14%. (Canadian Centre
for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

Drug crime rates are highest in both territories; Yukon at 438 and the Northwest
Territories at 670, per 100,000. Among the provinces, British Columbia has
consistently reported the highest rate of drug crime since 1982. The 1997 rate of 426
per 100,000 was almost double the national rate. Newfoundland reported the lowest
rate at 132. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Illicit Drugs and Crime in Canada)

•

The majority of heroin offences in Canada, 61%, occurred in British Columbia.
(Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Illicit Drugs and Crime in Canada, 1998)
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International Perspective
•

Other developed countries have also reported recent declines in their crime rates. The
Federal Bureau of Investigation reported that the 1998 preliminary indexed crime
rates in the United States dropped 5% marking the seventh year in a row of steady
decline. This includes a 7% decrease in violent crimes and an 8% decrease in
murders. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

The reported crime rate in England and Wales has also been falling annually since
1992, including an 8% decrease in 1998. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime
Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

It is estimated that the world wide illicit drug industry is a $300 billion to $500 billion
a year industry. This represents 8% of total international trade. (United Nations International
Drug Control Program, Economic and Social Consequences of Drug Abuse and Illicit trafficking, 1998)

•

Most of the world's illicit opiates come from countries of the Golden Crescent
(Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan), the Golden Triangle (Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Myanmar and Thailand), Lebanon and Mexico. (United Nations International Drug
Control Program, Economic and Social Consequences of Drug Abuse and Illicit trafficking, 1998)

•

Coca production is concentrated in three Andean countries (Bolivia, Columbia and
Peru) accounting for 98% of the cocaine market. (United Nations International Drug Control Program,
Economic and Social Consequences of Drug Abuse and Illicit trafficking, 1998)

•

Traditional plant based products comprise 95% of the illicit drug trade in the US.
(United Nations International Drug Control Program, Economic and Social consequences of Drug Abuse and Illicit trafficking,
1998)
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YOUTH CRIME
National Perspective
Rates of Youth Charged, by Major Category,

Rates p er 100,000 Youths
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•

In contrast to the public perception that youth crime is increasing, police-reported
youth crime has been decreasing in recent years. From 1987 until its peak in 1991, the
youth crime rate rose 31%. Since 1991, however, the youth crime rate has dropped by
27% to 457 youth charged per 10,000 youth in 1997, the lowest in ten years. (Canadian
Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Youth Custody and Community Services in Canada, 1997-98)

•

Fuelled by a decrease in charges of property crimes, down by 8%in 1998, the overall
rate of youths charged with Criminal Code offences dropped by 4% showing the
seventh consecutive year of decline. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime
Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

In total, youths aged 12 to 17 were charged with Criminal Code offences at a rate of
4,363 per 10,000 youths, compared to 6,259 per 10,000 in 1991. (Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

Property crime accounted for 51% of youth crime, compared to 37% for adults
charged. A fu rt her 20% were charged with violent crimes compared to 29% of adults
in 1998. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 1998)

•

Males accounted for 8 in 10 cases and they predominate in all age groups.
(Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Youth Court Statistics, 1997-98)

•

From 1992-93 to 1997-98, the rate of youth court cases for males dropped by 12%,
while the rate for females increased by 5%. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada,
Youth Court Statistics, 1997-98)
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Over the last decade, the rates of female youths charged with violent crimes increased
twice as fast at 127% as for male youths at 65%. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics
Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada. 1998)

•

Repeat offenders accounted for 4 of every 10 convictions.

(Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics,

Statistics Canada, Youth Court Statistics, 1997-98)

•

•

In 1997-98, there were 110,883 cases processed in the youth courts of Canada. This
remains essentially unchanged from the previous year. Youths between16 and 17
years old accounted for 51% of cases; 14 and 15 year olds for 37%; and 12 and 13
year olds for 12%. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Youth Court Statistics, 1997-98)
About 67% of cases in youth court in 1997-98 resulted in convictions.

(Canadian Centre for

Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Youth Court Statistics, 1997-98)

Regional perspective
•

While the rate of youth court cases decreased nationally it increased by 15% in New
Brunswick, 13% in Nova Scotia, 8% in Saskatchewan and 7% in Quebec. (Canadian Centre
for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Youth Court Statistics, 1997-98)

•

Rates of youth convictions varied across the country from 55% in Manitoba to 87% in
both PET and NB. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Youth Court Statistics, 1997-98)

•

Aboriginal youth are over represented in the youth correctional system. In the
provinces/tenitories where Aboriginal status was known, Aboriginal offenders
accounted for 1 in every 4 admissions to sentenced custody in 1998. In these
jurisdictions, however, Aboriginal youth comprised only 7% of the general youth
population. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Youth Custody and Community Services in
Canada, 1997-98)

71

November 2-3, 1999

Strategic Planning Meeting

Crime

OFFENDERS
National Perspective
Average Daily Number of Provincial/Territorial and Federal
Offenders in Custody or Under Supervision in the Community,

Num ber in 1,000
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•

On any given day during 1997-1998, an average of 157,766 adults were under the
supervision of correctional agencies in Canada, an increase of 1% from the previous
year. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional Services in Canada, 1997-98)

•

Canada's incarceration rate is 129 per 100,000 total population. Based on 1996-97
data and 38,987 inmates. (Correctional Service Canada, Safe Reintegration of Offenders, Statistical Overview,
1999)

•

Federally there are 14,155 adults incarcerated representing an incarceration rate of 47
per 100,000 total population. A further 8,785 or 38% of offenders are on some form
of community supervision. (Correctional Service Canada, Safe Reintegration of Offenders, Statistical Overview,
1999)

•

After nearly a decade of growth, ending in 1992-1993, adult admissions to
correctional facilities in Canada continue to decline. In 1997-1998, the number of
admissions to custody declined by 6% from the previous year, the largest drop in
decades. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional Services in Canada, 1997-98)
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The over-representation of Aboriginal persons in the federal prison population is
worsening. Aboriginal persons accounted for 11% of admissions to federal
penitentiaries in 1991-92, 15% in 1996-97 and 17% in 1997-98. They comprise 2.8%
of the Canadian population. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional
Services in Canada, 1997-98)

•

Federally female offenders represent 5% of prison admissions.

(Canadian Centre for Justice

Statistics, Statistics Canada. Adult Correctional Services in Canada, 1997-98)

•

The typical offender in a federal institution was male, 33 years old, convicted of
robbery, and serving a 45-month sentence. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Adult
Correctional Services in Canada, 1997-98)

•

Only 10% of all federal parole releases were returned to prison following an alleged
new offence. Only 1% of parolees at the federal level were revoked following a new
criminal charge involving violence during the period. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics,
Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional Services in Canada, 1997-98)

Regional Perspective

•

Provincial rates of incarceration range from 65 per 100,000 adult population in PEI to
748 per 100,000 adult population in NWT. The lowest rates are observed in the four
Atlantic Provinces and B.C, while the highest are observed in the Northwest
Territories and the Yukon. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional Services
in Canada, 1997-98)

•

The typical offender serving a custodial sentence in a provincial/territorial facility is
male, aged 32, has been convicted of a property offence and sentenced to 44 days in
custody. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional Services in Canada, 1997-98)

•

The median sentence of imprisonment provincially increased in 1997-98 to 44 days
from 37 days the previous year, and 36 days in 1993-94. (canadian Centre for Justice Statistics,
Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional Services in Canada, 1997-98)

•

The median varies from a low of 15 days in New Brunswick to a high of 115 in
Manitoba. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional Services in Canada, 1997-98)

•

Fine defaulters account for a significant percentage of provincial territorial
admissions. This ranges from 57% in Quebec, 33% in Alberta to as low as 2% in
Ontario and 1% in NFLD. (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional Services
in Canada, 1997-98)

•

Female offenders account for 9% of offenders sentenced provincially.

(Canadian Centre for

Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional Services in Canada, 1997-98)
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Aboriginal offenders represent 15% of total admissions provincially.

(Canadian Centre for

Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, Adult Correctional Services in Canada, 1997-98)

International Perspective
Incarceration Rates Internationally, 1996-97
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•

Over 8 million people are held in penal institutions throughout the world.

(UK Home

Office, World Prison Population List)

•

Russia has the highest prison population rate in the world at 685 per 100,000 followed
by the United States at 645. (UK Home Office, World Prison Population List)

•

Prison population rates vary considerably between different regions of the world and
different parts of the same country. Central Africa 60, Southe rn Africa 250, South
America 110, Caribbean 330, South Central Asia 45, Central Asia 400, Southe rn
Europe 50, Central Europe 200, Oceana 130. (UK Home Office, World Prison Population List)
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CAPRA ANALYSIS CRIME
-

C
Clients
(Direct & Indirect)

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

A

•

Acquiring and
Analysing Info

•

(Issues May Include):

•

•
•
•
•
•

P

•

Partnerships

•

(Internal & External)

R

•
•
•
•

•
•

Response

•

(Potential Strategies May
Include):

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
j‘.

Assessment
(Success of the
implemented responses
might be measured
according to):

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Offenders; CJS Staff & Partners (federal, provincial & international)
General Public (Individual Tax Payers & Communities)
Voluntary Organisations & NG0s; Victims & their families
Interest/Lobby Groups
Declining confidence in the CJS and desire for a more punitive response to crime
Media sensationalism
Decreasing crime rates and admissions; Successful release rates
Victims' dissatisfaction
Changing Legal Framework (new legislation, private members' Bills, adherence to existing
law and policy)
Youth crime & gangs; Aboriginal peoples; Women offenders
Trans-national crime
Organized crime
Impact on staffing requirements & training
Availability of data & research evaluations; Statistical interpretation
Horizontal linkages between fed/prov/international gove rn ments & organizations
Partnerships with the voluntary sector and NG0s; the media; the community; agencies,
academics & other area specialists; victims, offenders, staff, interest groups/advocates
Aboriginal Elders/Native Liaison
Various service providers (employment, health etc)
Integrated justice information systems & mgmt of appropriate technologies
Enhanced public education strategies re: "what works & what doesn't"
Restorative justice strategies
Amendments to the CCRA to better define victims' roles & services for victims
Non-reactionary policy making
Community corrections strategy
Strategy for federally sentenced women
Improved partnerships & collaboration
Culturally-sensitive programming
Dynamic security; Crime prevention initiatives
Promotion of success stories
Identifying, promoting and implementing best practices nation-wide
Increased public confidence in the CJS; Greater community engagement - less fear
Greater victim satisfaction - larger role in CJS process
Healthier communities via expanded use of restorative justice principles/practices
Continuing decrease in crime & victimization
Reduction in drugs
Positive climate/culture
Effective staff training
Offender/staff stability
Fewer institutional incidents & recidivism
Increased safe reintegration
Less stigmatization of offenders
Reduced Aboriginal over-representation
Less youth in CJS
Effective programmng & accreditation,
Positive evaluations re: crime prevention initiatives
Recognition as a world leader
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TECHNOLOGY
Technology continues to evolve at a rapid pace. About 20 years ago, personal computers
were practically unheard of and 20 years from now, they will be a virtual necessity. From
advances in communication to new medical discoveries, technological adv an ces in all
fields, are changing the world we live in on a daily basis.
Rapid technological change and the advent of new technologies have many implications
for CSC. The Y2K bug has been of particular conce rn to all levels of government. This
has led to a CSC-wide initiative to make all systems Y2K ready. However, it is also vital
that the Service be aware of the progress being made around the country and around the
world in preparation for this situation. Other technology related issues for CSC include
the increasing use of the Internet and personal computers, e-commerce, new security
measures and the impacts of and medical advances etc. These will have a profound
impact on both the types of federal offenders the Service will receive and the types of
staff the Service will hire.

Y2K
National Perspective
•

The total repair bill for Canada to fix computer systems and prepare them for the
switch to the year 2000 is estimated at $50 billion, with 11,000 people involved. The
federal gove rn ment's bill alone is $2 billion. (Maclean's Magazine, April 1999)

•

National Defense has in place "Operation Abacus", potentially the largest peacetime
deployment in the history of the Canadian armed forces, with a budget of $386
million with the simple aim: to bring out the troops if Y2K problems are so great that
the army is needed. (Maclean's Magazine, April 1999)

•

The RCMP has cancelled all leaves from Dec. 27 until March 15, 2000. National
Defense has also canceled all leave. (Maclean's Magazine, April 1999)

•

Canadian Banks are spending on average $150 million each.

•

Canadian phone companies had to check 132,000 pieces of network, plus 18,000
software packages. The bill came to about $500 million. (Maclean's Magazine, April 1999)

•

Of all businesses with more than 250 employees 99.5% say their computerized
systems will be ready to handle the date change to 2000. (Statistics Canada, Daily, March 1999)

(Maclean's Magazine, April 1999)
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•

Of large hospitals in Canada, 57% said they did not expect all their critical systems to
be ready until some time after August, with a substantial number expecting to finish
in September and October. (Statistics Canada, Daily, March 1999)

•

In contrast only 3% of large companies in the air transportation sector will be
completing work during the last four months, as will 9% of electrical companies.
(Statistics Canada, Daily, March 1999)

•

Systems critical to police services were expected to be ready no latter than October in
92% of large municipalities (over 25,000 people). (Statistics Canada, Daily, March 1999)

•

This compares to 94% of systems critical for both ambulance and fire services.

(Statistics

Canada, Daily, March 1999)

•

In total, 95% of large municipalities say their water systems will be ready by the end
of October 1999. (Statistics Canada, Daily, March 1999)

Regional Perspective
Provincial Spending on Y2K
in Millions
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•

Ontario is clearly spending the most money to ensure that all systems are Y2K ready
($350 million); PEI is spending the least ($2.3 million). (Source: Macleans Magazine, April 1999)

•

In most provinces, officials insist that all systems will be ready. Most priority
systems have undergone first level testing and will be ready by early fall.

International Perspective
•

The total worldwide cost to prepare and fix computer systems for the year 2000 is
estimated to be more than $1.5 trillion. (madean's Magazine, April 1999)
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The United States and Canada are the most prepared of all countries. Others who are
well prepared include Britain, Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland and the Netherlands.
(Maclean's Magazine, April 1999)

•

Russia, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Venezuela all rank as high risk groups.

(Maclean's

Magazine, April 1999)

•

Russian officials are seeking at least $3 billion in international aid to fix their
computers. Their gas industry is far behind in fixing its problems which could affect
West Europe, which gets much of their natural gas from Russia. In addition, Russian
and Ukrainian officials cannot guarantee nuclear reactors will function. This could
cause wide spread black outs in both countries. (macieares Magazine, April 1999)

•

Ships will not be allowed into both the Panama and Suez canals on Dec. 31, 1999.
Operations could be disrupted by failure of traffic management systems. (Maclean's
Magazine, April 1999)

•

Southeast Asia's economic crisis has slowed Y2K efforts as spending has been
slashed. In the Philippines, 4 of 54 banks were Y2K ready as of the end of last year.
(Maclean's Magazine, April 1999)

•

China faces many problems due to the use of pirated software. Officials in the US are
warning of possible power, phone and banking failures. (maciean's Magazine, April 1999)

E-COMMERCE
International Perspective
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•

E-commerce affects such large sectors as communications, finance, and retail trade
(all together about 30 % of the world GDP). (OECD, The Economic and Social Impacts of E-Commerce,
1998)
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At present the United States is typically credited with about 80% of worldwide Ecommerce activity. Western Europe represents about 10% and Asia about 5%. (OECD,
The Economic and Social Impacts of E-Commerce, 1998)

•
•

In 1995-1997, expenditures on internet-related infrastructures are estimated to reach
some $40 billion. (OECD, The Economic and Social Impacts of E-Commerce, 1998)
Of the top 100 Internet sites for shopping, 85 are from the US, 6 are from Canada.
(OECD, The Economic and Social Impacts of E-Commerce, 1998)

•

There are over $2,000 billion in wire transfers each day. Money laundering accounts
for 0.05 to 0.1 % of the 700,000 wire transfers per day with the amount of laundered
funds valued at $300 million (United Nations O ffi ce for Drug Control And Crime Prevention, Financial Havens,
Banking Secrecy and Money laundering - no date)

•

According to Dataquest, the world wide data industry grew by 34 % in 1997, with
revenues reaching $1.47 billion. It is forecasted to reach $1.88 billion in 1998. (OECD,
The Economic and Social Impacts of E-Commerce, 1998)
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PERSONAL COMPUTERS/INTERNET ACCESSIBILITY
National Perspective
•

In 1998, there were 4,272,000 Canadian households with at least one member using
computer communications from one location or another in a typical month, up 25%
from 1997. These households accounted for 36 % of all households in 1998,
compared with 29% the year before. (Statistics Canada, Daily, April 23, 1999)

•

Communication by computer still occurs primarily from the workplace, followed by
homes and schools. However, from 1997 to 1998, the increase in computer
communications from homes was so large that the gap between home use and work
use was virtually eliminated. (Statistics Canada, Daily, April 23, 1999)

•

In 1998, there were 2,689,000 households with at least one person who used the
Internet as a vehicle for communicating from home, up 44% from 1997. They
accounted for 23% of all households. Last year, only 16% of households use the
internet for this purpose. (Statistics Canada, Daily, April 23, 1999)

International perspective
Internet Users by Nationality
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Source: OECD, The Economic and Social Impacts of E-Commerce, 1998

•

Of adults accessing the Internet, Americans account for 55.2%, Japan 10%, Canadians
8%, United Kingdom 5.5%, Germany 5.3%, other countries 16%. (OECD, The economic and
social impacts of e commerce, 1998)
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In 1996 there were 40 million people connected to the Inte rn et worldwide. By
December 1997, that number grew to approximately 96 million. The growth
projections for 2005 predict that there will be nearly 1 billion users online. (OECD,
Consumer Protection in the Electronic Marketplace, 1998)
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CAPRA ANALYSIS - TECHNOLOGY

C
Clients
(Direct & Indirect)

A
Acquiring and
Analysing Info
(Issues May Include):

•

Offenders

•
•

CJS Staff & Partners (federal, provincial & international)
General Public (Individual Tax Payers & Communities)
Voluntary Organisations & NGOs
Victims & their families

•

•
•
•

Interest/Lobby Groups
Information Management & Technology Specialists

•
•

Y2K
E-commerce

•

Electronic security
Information management
Internet access
Integrated Justice Information Systems
Trans-national crime
Organized crime
Increase in numbers of "high tech" offenders
Cyberspace crime world-wide i.e. fraud
Horizontal linkages between federal, provincial & international governments &
organizations
Partnerships with the voluntary sector and NG0s; the media; the community; agencies,
academics and other area specialists; victims, offenders, staff, interest groups/advocates
Medical professionals and service providers - patient information monitoring & tracking

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

P

•

Partnerships
(Internal & External)
•

Appropriate programming to respond effectively to potential influx of "high tech"
offenders
• Effective strategies to deal with potential increase in long term offenders due to advances
in forensic technologies
• Opportunity for improved intelligence & information management (Integrated Criminal
Justice Information Systems)
Response
•
Provide
"high tech" training to staff and to offenders as part of their release plan
(Potential Strategies May
•
Promotion
of success stories
Include) :
• Identifying, promoting and implementing best practices nation-wide
• Improved information sharing and management with all our partners
• Enhanced capacity to identify and monitor offenders' changing needs
• Enhanced capacity re: intelligence gathering
•
Decrease in technology related organized crime
• Y2K readiness
• Use of appropriate technologies
Assessment
ty
• Dynamic securi
(Success of the
•
Strategic security information
implemented responses
•
Technology
related employment opportunities for offenders upon release
might be measured
•
Proper
staff
training
according to):
• Recognition as a world leader
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