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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

TSUNAMI RUNUP MAPPING AS AN EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLANNING
TOOL: THE 1929 TSUNAMI IN ST. LAWRENCE, NEWFOUNDLAND

A tsunami struck the Burin Peninsula of Newfoundland in the early evening of November 18, 1929
after the 1702 NST magnitude 7.2 earthquake occurred in the Laurentian Slope Seismic Zone. This
event is Canada's most tragic earthquake with twenty-eight lives lost. The tsunami swept into the
coast of Newfoundland two-and-a-half hours after the seismic event near the top of a high spring
tide. Water levels first fell far below normal then, in three successive waves, that often arrived on
shore as breaking waves, water levels rose two to seven metres. At the heads of several of the long
narrow bays on the Burin Peninsula the momentum of the tsunami carried water as high as 13 m. St.
Lawrence at the head of Great St. Lawrence Harbour was one of the communities inundated,
fortunately with no loss of life, but with substantial property damage.

The collective community memory of St. Lawrence has been sampled through oral history
interviews with senior community members aged 72 to 96 years, through first-hand reports of

' residents published in late-1929 newspaper accounts, and through various other published and

unpublished accounts available. These recollections have been transcribed onto a 1:2,500 contoured
topographic map of the community to map the 1929 tsunami runup zone. The map indicates a
tsunami height of about 4 m, a runup height of about 13 m and a runup distance of at least 760 m at
the head of the harbour.

St. Lawrence has grown since 1929 and has encroached steadily into the 1929 tsunami runup zone.
The report warns of the risk to the community if a 1929-like tsunami were to recur today. Some 30
residences, all the fishing activity, almost all the St. Lawrence commercial activity, its two gasoline
stations, the fire station, the RCMP office, the pharmacy, the high school, the recreation centre and
soccer fields, the town hall and garage, a water treatment facility, the senior citizens manor, and
three important bridges and their related roads could be severely affected. St. Lawrence presently
has no planning policies to address further growth in a potential tsunami runup zone and does not
have provision for a tsunami alert in its Emergency/Disaster Plan.

The report suggests that emergency measures personnel develop a plan that institutes a tsunami alert
the moment a strong felt earthquake is experienced in southern Newfoundland. It is suggested that
such people be reacquainted with the plan every two years to allow for new or rotating personnel.




While this is the first use of an oral history to establish a tsunami runup zone in Canada, the
technique could well apply for storm surge events, seiches, and river flooding events, as well as for
other tsunamis such as the March 1964 Port Alberni, B.C. event or in other communities of the
Burin that experienced the 1929 event.
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Introduction

The first drafts of this lengthy report on the research in the
town of St. Lawrence included a full record of all the data
gathered. On completion of the August 9, 1995 revision the full
set of the data appendices and photographs had expanded to about
250 pages in a report of some 399 pages. The full report, bound as
one very thick volume with the two enclosure maps in a pocket, had

become virtually unmanageable in size,

The author and the sclentific technical authority at Emergency
Preparedness Canada (EPC) agreed that the size made the report
somewhat impractical to widely circulate or to translate. Dr.
Tucker and the author, with the help ¢of Mr. Donald Campbell in the
EPC office in New Brunswick, then reassessed the research material
in the appendices. In the end, only two of the original appendices
were moved into the main repori = one as a fligure and the other as
the final Table 4. About half of the less important bibliographic
material was moved out of the main report into the Appendices and
Enclosures volume, as a new Appendix 1. The copies of the historlic
photographs were kept as an appendix In Volume 2 because it was
uncertain whether they would duplicate well, especially If the main

report was to be put on the EPC World Wide Web site.

It was also realised that the two large Enclosure maps of the
original report were not amenable to an easy open file distribution
of the document and would overly complicate any digital or website

distribution of the main text. Thus a reduced NW-SE segment of the
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maps, covering the main harbour and town areas of the study, were
extracted from Enclosures 1 and 2. These two linear maps were then
included as foldout maps in the main report (Maps 1 and 2 of Volume
1) and both the full Enclosure maps are included here as folded

items In the pocket at the back of the volume (Enclosures 1 and 2).

This Volume 2 = Appendices and Enclosures includes all the raw
data that went into the analysis. It brings together in one place
the rather disparate newspaper, locally-published and manuscript
archival material. The full transcripts of all the oral history
interviews and the author's abbreviated field log from the February
20 to March 2, 1995 program in St. Lawrence are also retained in
the Appendices and Enclosures volume. New Information on the
dwelling houses that moved in the 1929 tsunami has been included at
the end of the interview transcript of Mrs. Gertrude Turpin in
Appendix 12. Further 1929 tsunami data from the Cusick family

comprises an added Appendix 1&.

Our sincere appreciation should be expressed to Dr. Chris
Tucker and to Mr. Donald Campbell for their editorial comments and
for their assistance in dividing this report into the 1two
manageable volumes. Wendy Findley In our office then persisted on
the word processor to effect the final separation of the siamese

twins.
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Appendix 1

RBibliography of additional material that refers to the 1929
earthquake and tsunami. These references were not referred 1o
directly in, and are not essential to, the maln repori in Volume 1.
This bibliography used in conjunction with the main report's
bibliography in Volume | are believed to comprise one of the most
complete records of the published material on the November 18, 1929
earthquake and tsunami.
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Appendix 2

Two December 5, 1929 1lists of communities on the Burin
Peninsula which were "reported to have been directly affected" by,
"and which no doubt suffered to some extent" from, the 1929
tsunami .

‘These records from the South Coast Disaster Committee are
found in the archives of the Centre for Newfoundland Studies of
Memorial University of Newfoundiand and were produced by the 'South
Coast Disaster Committee'.
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I THE SOUTH COAST DISASTER FUND COMMITTEE

Patron @
I_ B M adieton, K.B.Bn C.ALG. ofFrFices: Law CHAMBERs,
Hon. President: DUCKWO RTH STREET,
The Prime Minister
Sir Richard A. Squires, K.C.M.G., K.C., L.L.B. ST. JOHN'S, NFLD.,

Mr. R. R. Horwood, Chairman
Mr. L. C. Outerbridge, D.S.0., Vice-Chairman

o 3. . Higgins, Hon. Secretasy JDecemher f..... 19
Mr. A. Milligan, Hon. Treasurer
l CENSUS OF 1921 LIST NO.2.
I TAME - DPOPULATIOH.

Mortier | 136

l Port au Bras 295
Salt Pond 118
Burin 3ay arm 79

I Salmonier 121
Long Cove 23

l Sandyr roinsk 26
I 3lsck Juci «Cve 37
’ 3nll'tzs Core 174
I Zoth 3nd 80
surin Liorihk £79
' Shalioway 59
' Ireet Burin 220
Stcrasiae 182
l Lelly's Cove- 32
Tardr's Island 138
I 3urinh Say ’ 385
l Ccliin'=z Jove 77
Lirty's Cove 85
I\ Wlhale Cove 32
Pat's Cove-~ 42
I The Harrows 12




| THE SOUTH COAST DISASTER FUND COMMITTEE”

Patron :
1is Bxcellency the Governot
Sir Joln Middleton, K.B.E., C.M.G.

Hon. President:
gij:ekmrfxed):{i‘g:ﬁ::s. K.C.M.G., K.C., L.L.B.
Mr. R. F. Horwood, Chairman
Mr. L. C. Outerbridge, D.S.0., Vice-Chairman
Ar. J. G. Higgins, Hon, Secretary
Mr. A, Miiligan, Hon. Treasurer

2ISUS OF 1921

L'anse L'eau
Ship Cove
Spworth

Ylandsworth

Toon'a Cove

Lemaline <egst
L-maline Vest

Allan's Island

ofFFIces: LAaw CHAMBERS,

DUCKWORTH STREET,
ST. JOHN'S, NFLD.,

Decemb 5
er 19

LIST 0.2,

69
123
242
100
108

oY alked
~a
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Appendix 3

Album of published newspaper artlicles from November and
December of 1929 that deal specifically with the tsunami damage
done in St. Lawrence and, in one case, Little S§St. Lawrence.
Articles which have been reproduced In their entirety, or for which
the pertinent parts relevant to St. Lawrence have been reproduced
in their entirety, in the main report, are not reproduced here.
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Activities Both Here
and Abroad To Aid
- Tidal Wave Sufferers

St. Lawrence Sends First Report of Dam-
age—Interview with St. Lawrence Eye
Witness of Tidal Wave—Relief Ship
Brings Aid To Destitute

‘REPORT FROM ST. LAWRENCE
LOSS ESTIMATED AT ‘OVER $200,000
The first detailed account pf the -destruction at St.
Lawrence reached the city,fSat'urdziysevening in, a special
messagé to“The Ev'ening‘__Telé’gram.” The message was
‘sent by Mr: A.. Fa‘rrgll and reads as follows:— '

The Evening. Telegram

St. John's, Nfld.

Uol. LI, No. 266

Monday, November 25, 1323.
p. 6, cols. 4-8
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ST. LAWRENCE; Nov. 23, 1929.
Speclal to Evemhg Telegram, St. John' s,

Following the. "shock ‘on- Monday' evemng an unpre-
cedented high tide presumably tidal - wave practically, de-
molished all the waterfront hete including fishing plants,
stores, traps, ﬁshmg gear, boats, engmes etc. -‘Two famxly
jes were left hoiheless but no lives were losk although many
narrowly escaped bemg drowned ‘Two dwelling were
carrxed coqntrywards about four hundred feet from thelr
foundations.¥ The loss is dlfﬁcult to estlmate but it must be
over two hundred thousand dollars.

EYE.WITNESS OF ST..LAWRENCE
' DISASTER’

AT, A, A. Glovnnnlnl Descrlbes Tldn’l
wnre Eﬁ'eco

CUMr A A Glovanhinl.of. 8t Law-
rence arrived in the ‘city, -yesterday
morning by-rail via Argentia.to spend
a few days visiting friends. A repre-
gentative of The Telegram- had: an in-

tarview with Mr, Giovanninj yesterday.

atterno‘on fn” connecﬂun with the tldal
wavesdisaster which hlt ‘that ‘place ‘on
Monday evening,, November 18th, -when
damage ,Was doue ta.. the. . waterside
premlseu and at tho bottom,.i of the
harbour at an estlmated loss of over
sooo 000.

Tuought Explosion Had QOccurred. .

Mr. Giovgnninl says A tremor Was
felt about- §-0'¢clock,. which lasted Jover
two minutes.” Peoplo In St. Lawrence
were bewildered over the’ occurrence
and came to_the conclusion that an
explosion must liave occurred either
at .Buchans or Bell Island mines.
After ‘the tremor had ceased ‘the In-
habitants “of :the place. went .about
their, work, and durtng teg hour the
sﬁock as felt, was generally dlacussed,
not realizxng fora mument that a great
tidal 'wave was to follow fn a few
honrs and cause such havoc and de-
struction as it did, ‘

FARRELL.

After Mr. _Glovanmin{ had partaken
of’ tes. “with "his wife, they loft thelr
honse' abou.t 7.30 to proceed to their
'own ltore which’ wn only a tew ‘yards
awar “While’ (hey wera crossing the

. whart Mri. Glovanfint’s attention’ was

atfracted by the unusual swiftness of
the tide, which’ cpuand the shores un-
derneath the plef to, making crack-
ing sounds. ’
Men Warned In Time

- She told her husband-that ~some-
thinr unsusual was, likel.w to_happen
and 1mplored him ‘to give,warning to
f.he ﬁtteen men whor were. working at
ﬂsh !n the. stors. Mr. Glovannuzt no-
tiﬁed the men. promptly, and'.just as
they had made thelr eilt Irom the
premiges, the first tidal wave rushed
in "over the “pler, and, ‘in receding, a
skint !which was moored at-the pier
was swept away and smashed-.
pieces.. The tides increaged ‘as they
appeared, and the third one which was
about twelve feet high wrecked the
Government hridge, wnd & large por-
tlon ot the timber dashed against the
shores underneath Mr. Gilovanuni's
stpre and shook it almost from its
!oundqtlon

The Evening Telegram
St. John's, Nfld.
Uol. LI, No. 26B
Monday, November 25,
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Storo sthell Back.

* 8carcely without a word of warn-
ine to the eye-witnesses standing
about & huge wave swept over tlie
malnfand, and the receding sea swept
away the stere with all its contents,
but. to . the great surprise of those
standing about, it was washed back
again ahd grounded wHear its original
site” The store which was of wooden
structure measuring 65 feet by 30
teet, “and containing three storeys,
wuas later found broken in two, while

all of the guppliés which were carried

on the first and second flats had”ﬁeen
carriéd away, Mr, Glofanninl's loss
is esttmated at ‘$30.000. His "house
which’ was, situated only a short ‘dis-
tance .from the store rae. Xn danger
ot ,being swept away on t\\:\ other oc-
cns]ona‘ Nr: meanninl', says “only

lecondq slapsed from. the™. tihe? o

gave warning to the men 1a-thd- story,
untib-the ‘build{ig- dlsappeared,~anll
in ‘this connection the savlng of' lite
was largely due to lis wife. ..

.Fishing Premlses Swept Awny

.M, Glovanniui went on to relate
that great destruction was caused to

fishing (remtges; in, St %I.‘a'vrende Not .

one fiake, or stage was left standing
toliowiug the tidal wave, All the boats
with .engines  installed ‘wera carried
aw,ay and gmashed ; tsr pleces,-and; thy
1088 in this connection is very .great’
on’ the" ﬂshermen, In addition fd Mr.
Gimen.ninls business premises beipg’
swept away, the (o- ()perativa Stares
with its wharves and ,ﬂakes Was - Cont-
siderably damaged, .as well a3 T, Far-
rell and .Sons premlsee

.Z\'lne Famlliag Homeiess

At thie bottom of.the hai-bour ‘nine
houses - -were destro; ed. .All the fam-
ilies barely escaped . with _thelr: liveq,
and gre at present -’ hozneless‘ ‘ My,
Giovannini was pax;ticularly gratlﬂed
to be able to say that there has -heen
no loss of life In St. “Lawrencs,- 'but
at the’ sama time | the people were
horror, stricken and:: werey unable 1o,
sleep for nights followlng the disaster:
Of: the nine houses, aix were swept
to sea, ‘while two. were vfashed back
with the tide’ and landed several huq—
dred foet in of the ‘mdinland.” Among
those. whq, ost their _homes; werk
Pike (3);. Hendrigan ~Malloy, " and

Fitzpatrick. ‘Tha. homé of th. iatter
was, o,ne ot (hos¢ whicli wu carrled
to sea and' complete}y lost sight ot
Another. building which alsq went’ was
the’ Post&l Telegraph oﬂlce,,

Opemtor Remalned ‘to the Last

Miss Fewer, the operator, remalned_
at" her’ post regardless of the, danger
and tapped .on the keyboard a warning
to people atBurin,. JHer "escape was
miraculous, ‘The main road which {s
only 8. short distance trblp the water-
front whs 'Bahly damaged by the tidal
wave, whj other lridges besides. the
Government bridge - were swépt away,

N Wa\'e 30 to AO Feet }th

M. Giovannin! says it ‘was a clear
mooulight night when the disaster oc-
curred. The tidal waves could .be
seen very clearly, and on :eceding out
the harbour 1o meet an' oncoming one,
the water womlid rise thirty to forty
feet in height, .and . with the roar ot
the water and the cracking of' timber,
the speetacle was terrifymg. .

,Hnrbonr Bottom Exposed‘

On one or two occaxions with‘ the
raceding tide the bottom of the har-
bour.was clearly. sr;an about a half
mile from the mainland. The tidal
wave lasted for upwards of tyventy
minutes, and.when it _had subsided
there 'was” great ‘relief “amongst . the
people. Many ‘ot the people rélated
their .experiences some Qt which were
‘most thrilling,” but they were,t very
thankful to Providence (ihat. no. iiyes
had been lost.

}:Ishermen s Exk\‘ence Jeopnrd[zed

Mr. Gxovannini had 1200 quintals of
‘fish in-Yis store at. the {ime’ of the
disaster, all of which became water-
soaked. - His men were engaged at the
time separating.the small from the
large, and -they werer working_ over.
time in order to have it shipped away
the next- ~day. . With\all tia- fishing

'pla.nts stores, ﬁaps.. ﬂ;&hlnx gear,

boats and engines; etcs; gone, the fish-
ermen im S§, Law-renu are beralt of
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everything,”and -unléss some. reliaf s
torthcomiug it {s’ imposaible tor them
to exist, Mr, Glovannini s at present
stayingiat the Falcon House,:

No Damage
at Pass Island
.The"toliowing ‘message . from Paia
Island has been received by.Mr. J W
Dewling:—.. - ..
+¥Very  thankful to say no damage’
‘whatever here. Thank you, Lok
B .E. BULLEY
_.—m,—.m..»-q hnr a2t .
(‘HAIBMAN OF BELIEF COMMIT-
TEE ELPRESSES Tll ANKS

Messuge to Prlme Minlster

BURIN No¥.. 23

On behalt ot ‘our people 1 thank you
fof -what-has been' done.' ‘. Provisions
Janded from.Meigle being. distributed
amoungst destitute, Doctors "have at-
tended all cades shock and fnjury
from Rock Harbour, to Corbin. Meigle
Jett. 4 a.m. for west where destitution
greatest. Bodles: of Mrs.. -Bennett,
Mrs. Fudge, Mrs, - Allen ahd Harriett
Fudge of.rPort au-. Brag: recoversd.
Dalsy eudeavquring tq salve _boats.
160 tous .coal’ ready for’distrlbution
by.committee here and clothing ‘he-
fug suppliediwhere absolutely: easen:.
tial.. Detalls re value lost property
being collected: o,
' MAGISTRATE HOLLET'I‘

..r.' .

MR. WIN’TER AT BUBIN
The ,rollowing mességo was recetved

"by Mr.' F' G Alderdlce. !rom Mr. J. A,
Wmter, MHAM -

_ BURIN, Nov. 23.-
- 5,8 Meigle with yovernment minfat=
ers has proceeded .to Lamaline, . Am
staylng here for.tbe ‘present,r Com-
mittee formed .and' met this morning
and.dealt -with urgent,matters. Am’
Just leaving for Port au Bras where
losscot lte' and . property henviast
Nothing rew since Lnkes report ot
yesterday. .
' (Sed.y- .T JA; -WINTER.-

AR, wm'mn EXPRESSES
urnmuxbw

BURIN, Nov. 24.
To Res. A, .H. Howitt,
8t." Johu's, »

:Broadeast:of_service,and, reports .ot
disaster in Burin East  distinctly
heard. On behalf of all *here desire
to thank you for. sympathetic and in-
spiring service,® Efforts of St. John's

people most heartily. and greatly ap-
preciated, . )
" J. Al WINTER..
. DEPLORABLE CONDITIONS AT
LORD'S COVE

The tollowing message was recefved
Saturday by the Prime Minister from
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries:

LORD'S COVE, Nov 24
Sir R. A. Squires,
St. John's.

Spent_last night Lawa. Conditions
there very bad.’ Heavy loss prpperty
but no ves, aud no accldents, Ar-
rived Lord's Cove dayiight. Condi-
tions here deblorab)e. heavy loss prop-
erty and four livés Jost. All recovered.
Much destruction, Now landing sup-
plies Houses Lere washed hundreds
of yards inland and many swepl to
sea, Visiting Lamaline later today
and due -St. Lawrence tonight where
I understand property loss heaviest
but no loss of llfe. . °
' ;ﬂB.QIAKﬂ
I’BOVISIO\S TO MEET. I\DIEDIATE

’ REQCII}E\IE\'TS

From Minister \Iarine aud Fisheries
to Prime Miuister.
BURIN'NOV 23
Have landed sufﬁcieut proﬂsious to
take care of immediate situatiou at
Burin' and have competent cammﬂ.tee

formed’ to handle. the situation in
charge of Magistrata Hollett. Leav-
fng for Polnt aux Ga.ul and Taylor's
Bay “during the’ night as thix most
destftute 'area. Very - little medical
needs. -
(Sgd.') H. B.~ C\ LAKE.

TIDAL WAVE EIGHTY. 'I‘O ONE
* .- HUNDRED FEET HIGH.

MEIGLE, Lawn, Nov. 23.
Visited Point aux Gaul and Taylor's
Fay today, remaining at Lawn tonight.
Condltions at both_ the abo\"'e sottle-

.mcnts are appalling, 'with not & ‘ves.

tige of “aterside} ‘preperty lett:” "'Had
te load "provisions {3 tre steamar's
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Terrors of Quake

and.

Tidal Wave

St. Lawrence Resident Describes
Monday ‘Night’s ‘Horrors

By T. ‘ECHCGARY

On Monday evening, Nov. 18th, St.
Lawrencd was the scene of a dreadful
disaster occasioned by a tidal wave
which almost entirely destroyed the
gettlement and wrought much havoe
along this’ Bection of the .Southwest
Coast.

sAt 445 8 dreadtul rumbling noise"

‘was heard accompanied by a violent
trembling of the earth which shook
each dwelling to its foundation and
lasted about five minutes to the horror
of everyone.

THE SECOND TREMOR

“The people became panic-stricken
’hnd many forsook their homes. “The
pxcltement wxs intense’ and when
BY¥dut two hours later a terrific roar-
;lng,ot the séa was hedrd, fear struck
¢ hearts of all. A few minutes after,
‘;remendous wall of water burst into
e ‘har bor” and swept with Irresistible
aree - upon -the land, tearing ' down
’mferythinz in {ts. wny as it 1u5hed
along._

| WAVE,AFTER WAVE
The din of roaring waters, of shout-

klbn.g people and the breaking up of
uildlngs was terrifying. Many houses

were carried bodily fnland for a con-

siderable distance and some of them

deposited when the force ot the huge
wave wag spent, whilst many others
were broken into splinters. ' Then,
with -a mighty roar, the waters re-
ceded, carrying with.them boats, ﬂsh-
ing stages, stores and dwemngs Again
and again the dreadful waves rushed
in upon th) land, each one morg de-
tructive than the last

SICK CABRIED TO SAFETY

.The frlghtened people fed In a panic
fo the higher ground Many sought
refuge around: the chnrch. The pres-’
bytery and convent _wer'e crowded with
people "as ‘thése 'buildings ° vere hlgh
above the waves.” It was a piuable
slght to see people’ carrying their gick
to a place- 6f safety, ‘or surrounded
by crying children, and shrieking with
dismay when some loved one was
missing, !earlqg he had been engulfed
by the terribl: tea; darkness adding
to the awful confusion.

. DID NOT DARE GO HOME

' By 10 o'clock . the destruction: was
complete and the waves settled down

condition. Yet the pfople feared to
return to their home, many spending
the nigbht in nelghbors’. houses, in

barns and other places of shelter, but
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none dared to'aleep
THE SIGHT *AS DAWN CAJIE

Al dawn-next morning sad heyond
description was the sight that greeted
the -wretched- people All their fish-
ing _premises, stages, stores, boats,
nets and other gear, as well as barns
of hay and cattle swept away by the

' pitiless sea or strewn' in fragments

upon the shore, ; Houses, fishing gear,
stores and wreckage of all kinds float-
ing ‘mpon the still swollen ond raging
gea. "In a blinding stofm of wind,
sleet ahd “snow mef "and "boys were
trying at’ the risk of thelr Hves to res-
cue some planks o sticks, the only
remnants ~ of ©their lttle property
which represented their all ‘the result
of thelr lltelong labor and’ thhrt.

ALL BUT 2 S’I‘ORES DESTROYED

All their fishing premises, large and
sman with the except.iorr of two stores
were destroyed many , of them filled
with” “fish, AL f.he boa.ta “and fishing
gear Were carried on or thrown in a
shapeleds, mass of wreckage -upon the
shore Added to -this the provisions
for t.he wiuter‘ ﬂour, molaeses, meat,
etc., which were in ‘their stores were
also carried off. Several homes were
destroyed and~ the people are reduced
to & very pltjable “condition..” As' the
fishery this year was a poor one, only
the barest necessitles of life were
procurable and now all is loat.

;'PRIE;ST{S NOBLE SERVICE:

.’All that terrible night our indefatig-
able and ever-resourceful- pastor, Very
Rev. Father Thorne, went e.monget the
people, calming-the panic-stricken and
encouraging the terrified and helping
those in distress, "Next day he busled
himselt’ inspiring hope Into. the de-
pressed people. - In the evening he
called them together and in a long ad-
dress-he encouraged them to begin the
work of reconstruction by savingthe

wreckage floating on the harbor,
pointing out ways and means by
which it could be more successfully
accomplished and did all he could to
relleve the terrible situation.

Th‘e erection of the telegraph poles
and wires which were swept away was
done under his personal supervision.
When commumication was established
with the neighboring settlements it
was learned that Lawn and other
places had suffered equally, and that
at Point aux Gaul, Port au Bras and
Lord's Cove several people wers
drowrned,"

The fact that no lives were. lost here
and with the exception of a few bad
hurts no one was geriously injured
is a great cause for thankfulness and
a source of gratification to the poor
people In their awful afiiction.

The estimated amount of damage and
loss is from $150,000 to $250,000.
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EXTENSIVE DAMAGE
AT ST:LAWRENCE

Mr. A.-A, Glovannin! Tells . Of.De-
struction Of Property At That -
. Placs

LOSS: ESTIMATED AT $150,000

Mry A ‘A, Glovanuinliof St. Lawr-
ence m;rlved In. town vesterday morn-
ing . by S 8. Glencoe and tmin trom
Placentia ‘Last- Tavening ‘the Dally
News had -a short; f(nterview wlth
Nim at the Newfouodland Hotel. Mr
Giovannini stated .that he was,on his
whart at 7 p.m. Moaday when *he
saW, the whols of the harbor filled
with ‘a. tidal wave ‘that he estimated
at 15 or. 20 teet above the ondinary

level" of lha watarn. Withln 20 min
utes the whole witer (front at Hhe
bottom of the hattor was swept
Hia own premises vaas the only one
entirely demolished It Included 4
stores, wharves, flakas, 1200 quintals
fish and a quantity of provislons,
Anobethor someo 150 saparate gtores,
wharves, flakes, ste, were carried
away., Eight dwelllnTs were shifted
and one totally destroyed Abou: 60
boats of all kinds ware lost & great
many with motor englnes, but he
was pleased to’ be ‘able to say rhat
no llves were lost. e estimates.that
it will take $150 0')0 to replace the
damage.

The Daily News
St. John's, Nf
Uol. 36, No.

Monday, Novembher 25,

p. B, cols. 3,

1d.
264

4

34

1929.




ST, LAWRENGE PEOPLE
ARE. TERROR STRICKEN

AT 'QUAKE AND WAVE

Flad To Higher Qround, -Many
Sought Rcfuge Arouhd Churoh:
Blck Carried To Places Of
8afetly

FATHER THORNE SPENT
ENTIRE NIGHT AMONG PEOPLE
8t. Lawrsnce, Nov. 20—-0On Moun-

day evening, Noveniker .18th, St.

Lawrenco was the scene of a dread-

ful. disaster, occasioned by a tldal

wave, which almost entirely destroy-
¢d the settlement and wronght much
havoc along this section of the Soutn

West Coast.

At 4.45 a dreadful rumbling nolsv
wag heard, accompanled by a violent
trembling of the earth which shonk
cach dwelllng to its foundation, and
lasted about five minutes, to the
terror of everyone,

The people becamo panic-gtrickoen
and many forsook their homes. The
vicltement was intense, and when
about two hours later, a terrific roar-
ing of thic sea was henrd, fear struck
the hearta of all, A few minutns
after a tremendous wall of water
burst Mta the harbour and swept
with irresistible force npon the land,
tearing dawn everytiing in its way
ns {t rushed ajong.

The din of roaring waters, of
shouting people and the breaklng up
of bulldlngs wasg terrifylng. Many
huses were carrlent bodily inland
for a ennrlderably distance, and somz
ot thent deponited when the force ot
tha huge wave was broken Inlo
splinters. Then with a mlghty roas
the waters recmiled,  canying with
them, 'bouty, flshing strges, slores
cud Hwelllngs,  Again and again the
dreadfnl waves rushed in upon tue

land, eiach one more dustructive than
tha lagl. . '
The trightenel people fled fn 8

to the higlier ground. Many
around the churceh,

panic
gought refuge

‘paople

The Predhytery and Convent wern
crowded with people, as theso bulid-
ings wero high above the waves.
wiax a pitlabte sight to see peopl:
carrying  thetr slek  to a plice ot
safoly, v surrounted by crying ciil
.ot rirrleking with  digsmay,
when rome loved one was missive,
fearing he had been engulfed by the
teerible sea, darknesr adding to the
awlal cantugion, By ten o'clock the
destructlon wag complele, and the
waves setiled down to a steady 1Mt
by no mosns normal conditlon. Yet
feared to .return to their
homes, many spending the night in
nelghbour's * houses, in  barns and
other places of shelter, but uonu dar-
cd to sleep.

© Next morning-sad b0)ond descrip:
tlop was tha sight which greeted tho
wretched people, ail  thoir tishiuz

dren

‘premises, stages, stores, hoals, nets
“and other gear, as well as :barns ot

hay, aund even their  cattle swope
wway by the pltiless sea. or strewn
In fragments upon the shore. Houdes,
fishing stores and wreckage of al.
kinds, flonting upon the stiil swollen
ang raging sca. In a bllﬁdlpg storm
ol wind, sleet amd snow, men and
boys were trying at the risk of their
lives, to rescue some planks or
sticks the only remunants of thelr iit
tle property, which reprosented their
all and was tho result of thelr fife-
long labours and thritt. Al the
tirhing  premlses large and smalt
with the exception of two stores
woro dastroyed, many of them tilled
with tish, All the boats and fisu-
{fng gonr wero carrled off or thrown
in a shapeless mass of wreckago up-
en the shore. Added to ¥mls the
provislong for tha winter, flour, mo-
jasaes, meat etc., which were in thelr
slores were also carried off, sevoral
homea ware destroyed and the pew
ple are reduced to a very pltiabls
condition. As the flshery this year
was o poor one, only the barest
necessarles of life were procurably,
and now all {8 lost.

All that terrible nlght our indo-
tatigable and overresourcefnl Paator
Very Tov. - Father Thorne, went
amongst the people, calming the
panlc-stricken, sncournging the terrl.
fled and helping those in distraess.
Next day he.busiod himself inspir-
fng hope into the depressed peoplo.
In the evening he called them to-
gether and in a long address he en-
couraged thom to begln the work of
reconstruction, by saving the wreck.
age floating on the harbour, point.
{ng out ways and means by which It
could be more successfully accom-
plished and did all he could to ve:
lieve  tho- terribla situation. Thao
orection of tha telegraph poles and
w!res, which ‘were swept away was
done under his personal suporvlulou
When communication’ was’® éstablian
ed wit,b the. nolzh.bourinx settlemonts
It was tearped | that L-awn.n.nd othar
phceﬁ ‘had . suffered: oqu&ny and at
Polnt aux. Gauls, Port’ au Bras; aml
Lord's Cove nmral peoplq wern,
drbwned ',I‘he tnct t.hn.t na lims

waro Tost. ‘here ‘and with the emp-'

dbn of o fow bn.d _hurts, no one was.

urlously lnjured. is (8- great: caqao‘
for tha.nkrn!nou, snd & source of rei’

Qfl.'nlt!on 19.th¢* pooripeopie. fn. thelm
m!ul sﬂliqt&oﬁ. y
mlf.n. gmthe ﬂomlty o, mo 000.
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EFFECTS OF TIDAL WAYE IN
LITTLE ST. LAWRENCE
Channel Cut Through Beach Saved
Greater Destruction of l’ropcrty

Editor Evenlnz Telegram,

" Dear. Sir—So much has. been said
and written on the recent tidal wave
and {ts consequences that any contri~
bution ‘of mine, I percelve, would- at
this ume be superfluous. But as no
ons seemed to think it worth while to
placa us.in the llmellght when speak-
ing of_ the losses Nsutued by the dis-
uter. 1 will in justice to the place,
nnd with your permlsslou, mention a

few Jncidents In' connection “there-.

with which’ should place us “m the
same cgtggpry with those who suffered.
Though our. losses happily didn't em-
brace ‘any sacrifice of human lives,
there were a_few .at least who had a
very close call, and the. courage and
toresight displayed. bx ‘these on that
occasion are only Jn keeping with the
records of the wictims of that dread-
ful tragedy. The so-called 1sland -(al-
ways a misnomer but now a reality),
‘which juts out immediately in froat
of the inner harbor, was formerly the
property of Newman & Company, but
within the last-hundred years has
changed hands many times. It Is now
the property of Mr. Edward Turpin
who resides there with his family. It
Is connectéd.with the main 1and or
cove by a high beach about one hun-
dred yards lous:. ani thirty yards wide,
and serves as a shelter for the harbor
which is one of the safest in the coun-
try.

Retreat of Mother and Children Cut Off
It so.happened that on the mightof
the tidal wave, Mr. Turpin was absent

-trom his home, being at Great St. Law-

rence on business. Mrs. Turpin at the
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approach of the firsf tidal wave be:
came alarmed at its unuaual’ velocl(y,
and seeing her stage and store 50 with
the element thought dlserctian tfxe

better part of valour, . nnd lmmedlate-'

ly gathered her chlldren together -and

wading knee-deep in the witef n_xade‘

her ‘way for the~beach, the only exit
from the island.”.On reaching .-the

beach she dlscovered that her: reu‘ctt-‘

was cut off by the highness of the

tide, and beihg wamed by the peo;ﬂe“

on the main land mot to attempt to
cross, she waited antil it had subsld-

ed. ‘When calm was res(ored qhe with !
her children decided” (o “cross  the’

beach and had_ just barely reached the
otber side when a mountainous wave
burst In culting &  large ‘channel

through the beach and ~ practically_
sweeplng tE2 whole water front in the_h
co\e vshere 'ﬁ\'e_hmm"& were located.

: Knelt In Prayer , :
Thé destruction of the beach at this
1time was a vaidepua] Imppeuing tor

{hose in tHe vove, as it meant the re-

lease of .the wave which wonld have
‘swamped every home In the cove and ;
probably cause much- lcss ot Ite, Th&
panic-stricken people had a}ready \11"_'
cated thelr homes after the first Ware,.
and -repaired to the higher -levels'!

where in the sheiter ot some rock
they knelt in praver 1iKe P)Xgnms at

a. shrioe, be<eeching [m' merey xnd_.
making a hurried prepurann for what

IS-Ton Bock Lmed From Its Bed _

To z!ve some idea of the maxnltuda
and !orca of the nve which wrou:ht
5uch‘ tarrible destructlon in this, vicim.
ny and cnﬂrons it may be !nteresﬁn;
to stato that a cerfaln rock ten feet
high “and’ 6 feet both ways, welghing.
probab!y ln the ricinlty of fifteen: tons,
wblch lay -oft_the cove, and nervad as
'a 'beacon tor ‘centuries, was lif&ed from
its bed .and’ deposlted ona’ hundred
yard: away N

peﬁtmcUon of LHe's Work

It is: saddenlng to see s0 many’ nlce
hames zrcquired atter many long.
years of. perslsLent‘ energy and thrift
disfigured go, and as cearly all the
proprietors are nearin" the allotted
span, thev cAn ‘never hope to be able
1>0rtfcm&p_t~ thei ‘community suffered
equally with us, one poor woman los-
ing her house with all its contents.
Therefore, when the question of rehab-

ing promised by a generous public, I
‘trust we. will receive doe recognition,
and that we shall share in the benefits
with those Xha it s hoped are golng

Tto- pmnt by the.disaster. ' OQur isoja-

twn which Ioohad. 80 serioux at t[nt
Is _pnow’ mrtlailv,reheved thanks to
the government for a temporary terry

ConcrﬂevB'rkfge ‘Went Down Before
_ . Waneo
Living In ciose preximity to - the

they thought the fnevifable,” \_\'hxch ’bnd'se which was aconcrete structuu.

happlly did not come,

-I.bhagd the oppommrty fo ‘witness its .
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conapae, and 1 ventore to say that it
it were bullt of iron it won!d bau mal'
a ‘stmilat fale, as no’ structure could:
withstind (he pressurs of sach a phen-
omenal .fide. “The dutmcﬁon of this.
fine bridge has seriously tmpedad trtl'-'
fic between both harbors, and the. M—
ple deplore the loss of this indiss
pensable highway.
Thanking you for space, 1 remain,
‘Yours taithfally,

ALEX. TURPIN.

LHtle St Lawrence, ’
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Appendix &

single page on Tidal Waves (Anonymous, 1970) from the March
1970 issue of Newfluor News (Vol. 4, No. 3, p. 5) and a copy of the
([Harringtonl 1970) ‘'Offbeat history' article. The 'Offbeat
history' article of March 2, 1970 preceded the Newfluor News
article by only a week or so. These two accounts muddle up what
appears to have been a 1925 (or 1924) atmospherically-induced storm
surge event with the quite separate events of November 18, 1929
during the tsunami. I suspect that the 1925 event may have been
related to the January 23, 1925 storm that struck the south coast
of Newfoundland from Fortune to Port au Basques. The 'Offbeat
history' article was finally located with the kind help of the
staff at The Newfoundland Room of the Queen Elizabeth II Library at
Memorial University of Newfoundland.



Newfluor News Page S

TIDAL WAVES

Many of our readers will recall the
disastrous tidal wave of 1929 which caus-
ed great loss of life and property on the
Burin Peninsula but we wonder if any
has knowledge of a tidal wave which is
reported to have occurred at St. Law-
rence in 1925,

The St. John’s Evening Telegram in
a column entitled “"Offbeat history” made
reference to the tidal wave just recently.
A twelve-ton fishing vessel named the
"Meta Beasley”, fishing out of St. Law-
rence was involved in the disturbance.
She was manned by George, Thomas,
and William Beasley who were obviously
related to one another.

In 1925 they left St. Lawrence to
go fishing. On the way out they met an-
other boat coming in and her skipper said
it was useless for them to continue for
the weather was too bad on the south-
west bank. They did not heed the warn-
ing; but when they were six miles off-
shore they met such a gale of wind that
they had to turn around and run for
shelter. They got back to St. Lawrence
safely and anchored.

A WALL OF WATER

About eleven o'clock the three men
went on deck. Just as they did they saw
to their amazement, a wall of water
sweeping into the harbour. Their boat was
carried along on the wave like a chip,
heading for another boat owned by Mr.
Mayo of Burin. Mayo saw what was go-
ing to happen and, just before the col-
lision, he seized a large mop, placed it in
a ten pound tub and lowered it over the
side of the boat, to act as a kind of fender
between the two craft. But, of course,
this did not work too well, and the next
thing both Beasley’'s and Mayo's crew
knew, the bulwarks, rails and stanchions
were all gone from Mayo's boat as the two
craft came together. Considerable damage
was also done to Beasley's boat.

After the crash, both boats swung
apart again and, after drifting about and
wallowing around for half an hour, the
men managed to manoeuvre the two
craft into the nearby wharves and secured
them with lines to the gumpheads. Those
wharves were on the western side of the
harbour of St. Lawrence. There was a
great deal of confusion all around the
harbour basin, and it was plain there had
been more than one collision.

There were wrecked boats in all
directions. George Squires from Herring
Cove, who had just left the western side
of the harbour to go home in his motor-
dory, was caught up in the tidal wave,

for that's what it was, and his boat went
crashing headlong into George Kelly's
boat, breaking off the bowsprit.

BOAT SWEPT ASHORE

After this mishap the dory went
careening on, with Mr. Squires trying to
make the eastern side; but as he came
near the shore, many people shouted to
him to jump out and save his life, for the
situation looked very grim. He took their
advice and scrambled ashore and it was
just as well he did. For his dory and sev-
eral others, as well as a number of big
trap skiffs, were swept along by the big
wave like straws and carried right up to
the Riverhead of St. Lawrence harbour.
They didn't stop at the landwash, but
were swept ashore, tossed over a picket
fence, and hurled across the road. They
finally came to a stop when the wave
had spent itself and receded, leaving
the boats high and dry in the middle of
the football field.

There was an old-fashioned house
owned by a man, Patrick Handrigan,
right in the path of the wave and the
force of the water moved it about one
hundred and fifty yards. The house was
that style which has the main and the
porch roof all in one on the back. Yet
when the water receded the back of the
house was facing the harbour; it had been
twrned completely around. Yet not asin-
gle thing in the house had moved out of
place!

According to William Beasley, who
related this story in the 1940's, he saw
two men in a dory take the family out of
this house, safe and sound and land them
on the beach. When the unusual tide
or tidal wave had settled down he and
Thomas Beasley went to the house en-
tered it and found, as the accounts says
not a single thing out of place. Even the
waterbuckets were standing in their places
in the back porch and the water in them
hadn't even spilled over!

RAN FOR THEIR LIVES

There was also another boat dam-
aged there owned by George Bennett
from Port Au Bras. Luckily, all the crew
were ashore at the time. All this happened
on a Friday and on Saturday Mr. Mayo's
boat was repaired; she had part of a new
side put in her. Thomas Pyke of St. Law-
rence told the Beasley's that, when the
seas came in he saw people running up-
stairs who had never done so before in
their whole lives.

Well, it turned out that it was four

o'clock the following afternoon that the
Messrs Beasley sat down to eat the meal
their skipper-cook had started to prepare
at ten o'clock the night before. But
they enjoyed it, nonetheless, having es-
caped the tidal wave without injury to
themselves and not too much damage
to their fishing boat.

It seems apparent from the fore-
going that a tidal wave did enter the har-
bour of St. Lawrence in the year of 1924
or 1925, almost five years before the
great Burin disaster on November 18,
1929. Obviously, though, it was not like
the latter which killed and drowned near-
ly thirty men, women and children and
caused immense destruction to fishing
and commercial premises, private homes,
boats and schooners.

We have spoken to some people at
St. Lawrence who can vaguely recall the
event in 1925 but have not been able to
provide details. Probably one of our
readers will have some knowledge of this
tidal wave and we would appreciate it if
he or she would take the time to drop us
a line giving the details.
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Last November 18 waz

subsequent -
that caused gmnosso!
life and property damage
on the Burin Peninsula,
The epicentre "of the
guake "waslater
determined to have been
recorded in that. general
south of the Grand
Banks. In 1965 a slight
earth tremor Wwas
region. As a matter of
fact, gver the centuries a
number of
carthquakes are known to
have occurred In | the
Grand Banks, the Cabot
Strait, the Gulf of .St
Lawrence end "the ' Bt
Lawrence River areas.
There is not too much
detall adout what
happened during these
quakes, nothing lke the
stories Telated about the
1529 disaster. But there is
00 IKRY, T wt “deast ~ooe
stary of enother tidal
wave said to have
ocauwrred about five years
before the Burin tragedy.
A twelve - ton fishing
vezsel named the “Mela
Beasley," fishing out of
St lawrence, was

Offbeat history

Was there a tidal wave in 1925?

There wers wrecked a picket fence, and huried
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happen and, just before

heomdon,hesdudu

lu-gemop placed’it m'a

.enpoundtuh:ndmed

ft-over the side of the

boat.toaduak!.ndo!
" between’

came \‘touther.
Considecsbla damage

was calso - dome to
Beasley’s boat.
After_the _crash, hoth

boats {n all directions.

George  Squlres from
Herring: Cove, who had
just left western side

of the to go home
in his ‘motordory, was
caugﬁ{ up in the tidal
‘wave, for~that's “what™it
surely was, and his boat
went crashing headlong”
ioto George Kelly's boat,
breaking off the bowsprit.

Boat swept ashore

After this mishap the
dory went careening on,
with Mr, Squires trying
to make the eastarn side;
dat as he came near the
shore, . many -people
shouted to him to jump

. out and save his life, for

lhe situation looked very
grim. He took their
advice -and scrambled
ashore and it was just as
well he did. For his dory
and several others, as
wall-gs -3 -sumbaer.of-hig
trap skiffs, were swept
along by the big wave
lixs straws and carried
right up to the Riverhead
of St. Lawreace Harbor.

They didn't stop at the’

landwesh, but were
swept ashare, tossed aver

across the road. They
finally. came to a stop
when the wave had spent
itself and Yeceded,
leaving the boats -high
and dry in the middle of
the football field.

“There~Wwas an oW’ -
fashioned house, owned
by a man Patrick
Handrigan, right in the
path of the wave, and the
force of the waker-moved
it about a hundred and
fifty yards, The house
was that style which has
the main and the porch
roof all In ope, on the
back. Yet when the water
receded the back of the

bad
turned completely

around. Yet not a slagle
thing in the houss hed
moved out of its place! -

Accarding “to Willlam

Beasley, who relatad this
story o the 1$40s, he saw
two men in a dory take

the _family out of

settled .down bhe and
Thomas Beasley went %o
this hoase, eotered it and

found, as the account
says, not a thing out of
place, Even (be

waterbucksts
standing In their places
in the back porch and the
water fn them badn't
even spilled over!

Ran for their lives

There was also apother
boat
owned dy Geurge Banneit
fron Port  au  Brus.
Luckily, a4l the crew
werg Ashore Al the tunse,
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All tus happensd on a
Friday, and oo Saturday
Mr. Mayo's boat was
repaired; she bad part of
a new side pat In ber.
Thomas Pyks of St
Lawrence  told the
Beatleys that, when the
sea came in b gaw
people run upstairs who
had pever dooe 30 before
in their whols lives.

Waell, it turned ot that
it was four o'clock the
following afternoon that
the Messts Betalay sat
down to sat the Imsel
thelr skipper - cook bad
started to prepare at 10
o'clock tha night dafore,
But they enjoyed It
nonethaless, having
escaped the tidal wave
without —lajury —to
themaselves and nt 400
much damage to their
{ishing boat.

[t seems apparent from
the foregoing that a tidal
wave did eatar the harboc
of St Lawrence in the
year of 1824 or 15,
Almost five ysars bafocs

the great Burin disaster
A  November,. 1929,
Obviously, though, it
wain't anything like the
Iatter which killed and
drowned nearly thirty
maen, women and chiidren
and caused immanse
destruction to fizhing and
commercial  premises,
private homes, boats, and
schooners. ’

The pecullar thing
sbout this story ls the
fact that oaly St
Lawreocs s meationed
as  having suffered
aeverly from the wave. It
1s possidle that other
communitiea in the same
‘genaral Area axperienced
unusual motion and force
in tha sea ai'the same
time -and may tven have
sufferod damage too, It
woild be uselul, ss well
as interesting, %o Dhear
from anyooe in that dis-
trict on the “boot"” of the
Burit Peatnstua, outside
St. . Lawrence, who
experienced.. or  shared
similar expériences 1o
those of the Beasleys,

Newfoundland

headl ine
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Appendix 5

Chapters IV and V from Ena Farrell Edwards' (Edwards with
Buehler, 1983) book WNotes toward a history of St. Lawrence.
Chapter IV (pp. 34-37) gives a brief description of the fishery in
the 1920's through to the 1970's and shows how important steady
work in the fluorspar mines was to drawing the men from the
fishery. Chapter V (pp. 38-#&#4) describes certain stories from the
November 18, 1929 tsunami.




CHAPTER IV

Prior to the 1890’s fishing was done by the old
fashioned hook and line method or with nets or seins.
The 1890’s saw the advent of banking schooners. The
first two schooners, the Ronald H. and the Klondike,
were brought to St. Lawrence in 1893 by my
grandfather, Thos. Farrell. Each of these schooners
carried ten dories, with two men per dory. The rest of
the crew consisted of a cook, a mate, a captain, a
catchie and a boatswain. This type of fishing proved
fairly successful.

The turn of the century brought a number of
changes to the fishing industry. Cod traps and decked
sailing skiffs were introduced into the St. Lawrence
fishery. These skiffs would fish up to ten miles out. The
trawl was also introduced at about this time. The trawl
had a ground line which went down about fifty
fathoms, or three hundred feet. Attached to the ground
line were “sed” lines at intervals of five or six feet. On
each sed line was a hook baited with fish, usually
herring in the spring, caplin in June and July, and
squid in August and the fall. The trawl fishery was
carried on both inshore and on the offshore banks.

Until the tidal wave of 1929 an extensive trap
fishery was carried on by Thos. Farrell & Sons, A.A.
Giovannini and Pike & Bradley. All had general
stores in the area and supplied those materials
which were essential to the conduct of the fishery in

- the community. (Actually, Pike & Bradley sold out to

34

W. & T. Hollett of Burin sometime before 1929 and
their premises were destroyed in the tidal wave.)

The A. A. Giovannini premises were situated on
the site of today’s K-Karen Motel. Bradley & Pike was
located on the east side, and T. Farrell & Sons was
located Partly on the side of the present Farrell Bros.
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premises and partly on water front property later
purchased by Alcan.

Because the ten A. A. Giovannini boats were
painted blue they were referred to as the “Blue Boats.”
T. Farrell & Sons boats were white and carried yellow
dories. The Farrells had five trap boats, plus a jack

"boat builtin 1912 called the Pioneer. This was the first

boat in St. Lawrence to be powered by an engine (14
hp.). She was used in the coastal fishery and the off-
shore grounds. The Farrells also owned a larger,
yacht-type vessel, which they had had built in St.
Lawrence for a New York millionaire, a Mr. J. B.
Ozxr, who died before the boat was completed. It was

an auxilliary with a 60 ft. span, spacious’

accommodations and a 48 hp. engine. Initially, this
boat, called the Miowa, was used for pleasure and for
paid excursions to St. Pierre and other points. Later
they made changes in her, cutting down the
accommodations and installing two smaller masts
and a smaller engine (24 hp. Grey) and used her for
trading.

Alexander Slaney, Charles Beck, John Beck,
Victor Turpin and Thomas Turpin also owned their
own boats and equipment and carried on a successful
trap fishery. During the 1920’s Victor Turpin and
Thomas J. Turpin also established small general
stores.

The introduction of the gasoline engine, in 1916,
revolutionized the fishing industry in St. Lawrence.
Prior to this the larger vessels had been powered by
sail and skiffs and dories by man-powered oars. The
change to motor power gave fishermen the freedom to
move out fartherinto the ocean in the search for fish. It
also helped the offshore fishery by allowing the ships
to arrive at the banks while their bait, which would be
frozen, was still in good condition.

Due to catch failures and other unfavourable
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conditions, St. Lawrence’s bank fishery ceased and, in
1915, only the inshore fishery was pursued. St.
Lawrence was one of the better locations on the South
Coast for the inshore fishery and, for a time, it was
quite successful. Fish was sold fresh, in salt bulk or
sun-dried, and was exported direct to the various
markets. This prosperous fishery was effectively
ended in 1929. The tidal wave of that year had a
devastating effect on the fishing grounds and for two
years after there was an almost complete absence of
fish in local waters. The epicentre of the earthquake
which caused the wave was less than one hundred
miles south of Cape Chapeau Rouge. It destroyed the
plankton and the vegetation on the ocean floor on
which the fish feed. This absence of fish and the
generally unstable fish markets, plus the opening of
the fluorspar mines in 1933, caused the people to turn
their backs on the fishery.

In the early 1940’s there was a small fishery
carried on by some of the older men who were unable to
find work in the mines, and, in 1957, after the
shutdown of the St. Lawrence Corporation, some of the
younger men again became involved in the fishery
and acquired boats and equipment. This was
shortlived, however. Only a few continued to fish
when work became available at the Newfluor Mines.
Some miners did fish part-time, on days off and on
holidays, since, in 1958, it became possible for them to
dispose of their fresh fish at the Fishery Products
plant at Burin. The delivery of fresh fish to the
facilities at Burin was facilitated by the building in
1959, through the combined efforts of the Town
Council, the Federal and Provincial Governments and
the Fishermen’s Committee, of a community stage.

The introduction of gill nets into our fishery in
1962 stepped up production considerably. The
fishermen were no longer dependent on bait, which
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was sometimes difficult to procure. The first five or six
years after the introduction of gill nets catches were
increased noticeably. Recently, however, there has
been a serious declinein catches. Itisbelieved that this
decline is partly due to the fact that the gillnetscatch a
lot of female fish, with the result that reproduction is
reduced. Another factor is the overfishing of the
offshore banks by our own and foreign dragger fleets,
some of which come from as far away as Russia and
Japan.

The close-down of the Alcan Fluorspar Mines in
1978 saw a quick return to the fishery at St. Lawrence.
With faster boats and an ultra-modern fish plant,
which, when working at full capacity employed over
200 people, the prospects looked good for the town. The
future of this plant is now uncertain and so is that of
our town:
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CHAPTER V

The evening of November 18, 1929, was beautiful,
sun shining, crisp and cool. At St. Lawrence and
elsewhere on the Burin Peninsula people went about
their every day work. They had no inkling whatsoever
of what the next few hours held in store for them.

Around 4:30 in the afternoon the ground began to
shake, buildings rattled. Everyone knew something
had happened, but only a few knew it for what it was,
an earthquake, and even they did not know what was
to follow.

The tide waters were quite high, but no particular
attention was paid to that. Then, about 8 o’clock,
things began to happen. The water drained completely
out of the harbour and boats reeled over on their sides,
a strange sight indeed. Then came the first wave, a
wall of water thirty feet high. Receding, it met an
incoming wave and returned with increased violence
to the land, to be followed by a third and final wave.
The noise was deafening as fishing stages, flakes and
stores left their foundations and were swept out
through the harbour. Many people evacuated their
homes and fled to the safety of higher ground. In less
than thirty minutes the sea had done its worst. Scenes
of destruction and desolation were everywhere. People
viewing their destroyed homes, ruined fishing gear,
premises, boats and property were dazed and unable to
realize fully the nature of the ordeal they had passed
through.

The firm of T. Farrell & Sons suffered heavy
losses, as almost a complete voyage of fish was packed
in casques, ready for shipment to Puerto Rico. All of it
was ruined. They also lost boats and a great deal of
fishing gear. A. A. Giovannini, who also conducted an
extensive fishing industry, suffered severely. His large
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fishing store was washed out into the harbour by the
waves and hundreds of quintals of fish were ruined.

It was not until the next day, which broke to a cold
east wind with sleet and snow, that the outside world
was informed of the disaster, because all
communication by wire had been cut. On the 19th
Magistrate Hollett, of Burin, sent a wireless message
via the S. S. Portia, informing the outside world of the
devastation which had occurred on the Burin
Peninsula. Once news of the disaster reached the
outside help started pouring in from all parts of the
island. About $250,000 was received. Food, clothing
and other supplies were soon dispatched to the needy
people along the coast from Burin to Lamaline.

Although the centre of the disturbance was
directly off the South Coast, the tremors of this
earthquake were felt asfar north as Little Bay Islands.
The tremor was accompanied by a rumbling noise
which caused many people to run from their houses
and places of business to ascertain the cause of the
disturbance. The vibrations caused dishes to fall from
shelves, covers to rattle on stoves, lamps to fall from
their brackets. At Cape Race the shock was so heavy
that the lighthouse building trembled to such an
extent that several pounds of mercury were shaken out
of the mercury box.

The earthquake and tidal wave also effected the
sea. An expert opinion was that the earthquake lay
about 250 miles south of Newfoundland on the Grand
Banks, the first report of such anincident thisfar east.
The fishing grounds were swept clean of marine life
and it was more than a decade before fishing in the
area returned to normal.

It was the beginning of the lean years, and the
people of St. Lawrence and the nearby areas were left
with the “never to be forgotten terror” of the night the
seas came in.
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Only once before has Newfoundland experienced
anything like it. Prowse records in his History thatin
the year before the American Civil War a tidal wave
swept the coast, taking a toll of 300 lives.

One older resident of St. Lawrence vividly recalled
the happenings of the tragic night. “Looking back,” he

‘said, “it seems unreal...a grim moon, dark clouds, a

terrific roar and huge waves rushing in through the
harbour, covering roads, fishing premises and the
houses that were near the waterfront. Then the
ranting noises of these as they were torn from their

‘foundations and taken with the waves out to sea. And

wherever there was water always, now there was
none... only the wreckage of every description, and
boats strewn everywhere, high and dry.

“No one slept that night, everyone searched to try
and find some of their property that had been carried
away by the sea. The next day the wind was from the
south east, accompanied by wet snow.” Such
desolation he’d never forget. “Fishermen’s stages,
stores and flakes were all destroyed, along with
several boats and schooners. The harbour from end to
end was strewn with wreckage of every description, a
truly sorry sight to behold. It took several months
before life returned to normal. Every shifting of the
wind, every storm that made its appearance caused
people to shudder. There was always that dread that
the ocean may roll in again.”

Of course there are many more stories that people
tell about this event, but I will tell only two.

St. Lawrence has a long narrow strip of beach
jutting out mid-harbour on which a road leads to its
extremity, Shingle Point. The government wharf
freight shed was situated on this point for years, before
being moved to its present site. Also on this point was
the home and small plot of land belonging to George
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Pike. He wasn’t living there at the time of the tidal
wave, having moved.to the U.S.A., and the house was
occupied by his son,'Thomas A. Pike, a customs
official and veteran of World War 1.

Shingle Point was in the direct path of the tides
coming in. The Pike family had finished their evening
meal and the three children were tucked in bed, and the
parents were about to begin a game of cards with some
friends who had dropped in, when they heard a loud
roar. Going outside to see what it was, they heard loud
cries from the townfolk on the main waterfront, telling
them to leave the placeimmediately, run for their lives,
the seas were coming in. In haste and fright they
snatched the children from their beds and started to
run to safety. The beach is approximately a quarter of
a mile long, and they just made the end of it adjoining
the town road, when the onslaught of the first wave
covered it completely. The water went way above the
second floor of the Pike house, butit withstood all three
waves and remained standing when the water
subsided.

There was a small barn on the property in which
the Pike’s kept a horse name “Jacko.” The barn was
taken out with the rush of the sea, and Jacko was init.
Men standing near but a safe distance from the
waterfront noticed a dark object coming in on the next
rush of water. Thinking it was a man they gave crys of
encouragement and were ready with any assistance
they could give. When the water reached its highest
ebb, the object turned out to be, to their great joy, nota
man, but the Pike horse, Jacko! The poor animal was
so frightened he bolted past the road into the meadows
and to the back woods. It was three days before he
made his appearance back in town. :

When the Pikes went back to view their home the
next.d'ay, they found everything in a watersoaked
condition and ruined. The lamps were still burning
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and Mrs. Pike had bread baking in the oven at the time
of their quick departure. This was now water-soaked
dough. It was one of the wonders of that night, and
talked about many, many times after, how that house
had withstood that mad onslaught of water. The Pikes
were glad it had and thanked God over and over for

.their miraculous and narrow escape.

'Alfred Turpin was enroute from St. Pierre with his
father, Victor Turpin (who operated a general store),
the night of the tidal wave. Here is his storyin hisown
words.

It was the 15th of November. My father told me to get
the skiff ready as we were going to St. Pierre. Being an
open skiff, not decked in, we had to put a long box, 6 ft.
long by 5 ft. wide and high enough for us to get in and
have lunch, also to store our gas, ropes, sails, etc. The
16th November at 2 a.m. we left St. Lawrence for St.
Pierre. We arrived there at 7 a.m., did our business and
saw some friends. By that time we were doubtful about
returning home. A big wind had blown up, and soon there
was a gale to North East. We had to stay, and the next
day the gale continued. On the morning of November
18th it was still blowing but the wind had changed to the
north west, a fair time for home if the water was smooth.

A rum runner came in from the U.S.A. and we got the
weather report from them. They said by the glass the
wind would die out later in the day but would change
during the night to the south east, with gale force winds
and snow. My father decided to leave around 4 p.m. and,
hoisting the sails, we took our departure. We did not start
the engine as we wanted to come slow, as the wind was
dying out, but to keep ahead of the breaking...but to keep
ahead of the breaking waves we were forced to start it,
and we could not go back. My cousin, Joe Turpin, was
with us, also, another man from St. Lawrence, David
Drake, who had been working at St. Pierre. I heard Joe
say to him we are in the middle of a storm. We used to
run off before the wind. When we’d see a huge wave -
coming, my father, being an experienced seaman, knew
the waves would break on us, so he would reel around
head to it, and fall away again for the Newfoundland
coast.
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The going was pretty bad. One wave was so bad and
so high that when we sailed on it...it was so upright that
the little house by the mast shooted down middle skiff to
the engine. I heard father say, “the skiff is going to fall
back on us.” We held our breaths, but she didn’t, but went
down on the other side of the wave head on, so much so
that the little house moved right back in its place. By
that time another wave was coming, my father turned her
around again, but not quick enough and the sea broke
across her stern. Joe grabbed the mast and held on for
his life. I grabbed part of the engine house that was open.
All I could see was a wall of water between Joe and 1.
Father was leaning hard to port on the steering stick
when he came out of the water and, holding on the rail of
the skiff, again he had to put her before the wind which
lifted her, and some water ran out over the rail, but not
enough, so he took the axe and cut the ceiling, so the
water could run forward and I could bail it out. I bailed
as hard as I could, but could not gain on the water. I
thought my father had cut a plank. Joe joined me in
bailing and finally we got her dry. During this time we
were sailing a fast clip. It was the sails that brought us
out of the wailing water as the engine had no control,
and the propellor seemed to be racing in the foaming sea.

Finally, after what seemed an eternity we sighted
what seemed to be a rock, we took it for the Eastern Shag
Rock. Now we were looking for Lawn Island, but could
not see it, Joe looked back and said “That’s Lawn Island,
not the Shag Rock.” The latter was all under water as we
passed by. Next a welcome sight loomed up, we could see
our own headland, Chamber Point Head Rock. A full
moon was just rising o’re the ocean and the wind started
to die out. Thankfully we hauled in for Cape Chapeau
Rouge. Steaming in the harbour we went in the little
house to have a warm drink. We were just off Herring
Cove when we struck something. Looking around it
seemed we were in a forest of wood. We ran upon a fish
flake, all boughs were stood on their end. Finally, under
the weight of the skiff, the flake split in two. We slowed
the engine down, then we saw a red building floating
towards us. I thought it was my sister’s house, as it was
painted the same color. Nearing it we found it to be a
fishing store. We continued to edge our way in the
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harbour, through all the wreckage and debris, until we
got to our stage head (wharf). The tide was high,
extremely high, and we rolled everything in the stage. By
that time the tide was going out, and going so fast we
had to tie seventy fathom of rope on the skiff and let her
go out with the tide, and when it came back the next time
we hauled her right in around the fishing stage.

It was only then, and in talking with some men, that
we realized the tremendous happening we had sailed
through and were lucky enough to make our home port
having ridden the crests of a tidal wave.

This was the last of Mr. Turpin’s account, but he
did add a little bit of humour. Having just madeitfrom
the French Islands and no doubt having a little
something the law would love to come upon, he said,
“It was a great night to smuggle. There were no police
officers or customs officials to trouble you. All youhad
to do was roll it ashore.”
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Appendix 6

Transcripts of the April 17 and April 25,
received from Mrs. Ena Parrell Edwards and from Kevin Pike

respectively,
Shingle Point.

re the flooding of the Thomas (Tom)

54

1995 letters

Plke house on



55

St. Lawrence Heritage Soclety
P.O. Box 1992, St. Lawrence, Newfoundland, AOE 2VO0
Telephone (709) 873-3472

St. Lawrence
Apr. 17/95.

Dear Alan. .

Thanks for your letter, the negatives and picture of the Tom
Pike house — I'1]l admit the timing of this has me confused now too.
I agree its Sandy Turpin the crippled wharfinger = the shed behind
the Pike house is the Government store, where freight used to be
stored not Jacko's stable! You stated Kevin Pike was born on the
East slide St. Lawrence 1930 - they moved there after the tidal wave
in 1929 = The house wasn't removed till the fluorspar mines opened
in 1933 (You will note most windows are bare) the property was then
bought by the mining company St. Lawrence Corporation of Nfld owned
by Walter E Seibert an American. You will note by the picture
also, props and other timber to be used in the cuts that were being
made in mining preparation.

To be candid I really cant say for sure I took this picture =
I may have inherited it from my aunt! After all I was only around
11 years old at that time. My photographic memory is vivid from
the 40s onward. My belief is =— it was taken around '33 or '34,

If I should come across anything else that may be of interest
to you, I'll write you again. With best wishes for the success of
your project, and it was so nice talking with you.

Sincerely,
Ena Farrell Edwards.
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April 25/95

Dear Alan
Good to hear from you. I'm going away for a week so I'll
get this note in mail pronto.

Cynthia returned the picture a few days ago. I thought the picture
had come out quite good, due to its age I thought it come out real
good.

A few of the question I will try to answer on your letter. My
father name was Thomas Pike. He was known as one armed Tom as he
joined the army at age 16 and lost his arm before he was eighteen.
I think you saw his dlscharge certificate when you were here. A
l1ittle confusion on my sisters ages; I went to the registry and

got the correct ages. Margurite Born Nov. 19, 1923
Dorine " April 20 1926
Geraldine n Oct 8 1927
Jean " April 24 1929

Names of the people at the house that night were [Thomas Pike,
father; Agglie Pike, mother] Thomas [J.] Kelly, Robert Slaney
(Klondyke) nickname. The malid's name was Myrtle Whittle; she was
at home that night.* Each one grabbed a child and ran.

They went to live with Mrs. Diana Cooper for awhile and then moved
to a house on the east side of town. The water went to the top
floor of the house. Mom was baking bread at the tlme, needless to
say the bread was water soaked the next day when they went back to
look ‘at the damage. The house was taken down a short tlme later.
I don't know when the photo was taken. I know Ena did not take it.
I don't think she was born when the picture was taken.

The 1ittle shed on the back of the house was where my father kept
a small horse. It went out with the tide then It started to recede
and the horse buck[ed] open the door and swam about a mile to the
shore.

I hope this little information helps. Anytime you think I can be
of help please do not hesitate to call on me = sorry for the
scribble = in a terrible hurry. Any time you are here and need a
place to hang your hat you are always welcome to stay with us,

Em sends her kind regards.

Kind Regards
Kevin

* In interviewing Charlotte Turpin (Appendix 12) she told me that
Myrtle wWhittle had Jjust been landed in a dory on the west side as
the tsunami arrived; she had come from the east side to visit
friends and escaped the 'tidal wave' just after she landed.
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Appendix 7

Portion of Rennlie Slaney's 1975 book History of Fluorspar
Mining at St. Lawrence, Newfoundland, which briefly deals with the
November 18, 1929 tsunami.
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Added to this, in November 1929, a tremendous slide from the continental shelf,
some 250 ﬁwiles south of Burin Peninsula, caused a tidal wave resulting in the des-
truction of all fishing property at St. Lawrence, as well as neighbouring settlements.
Fortunately, no lives were lost at St. Lawrence, but some thirty odd people were
drowned at other places on Burin Peninsula. This happened at a time of year when
nearly everyone had fish, food and other supplies stored for the winter. All was

washed away, including many residences.

A committee, known as the Burin Peninsula Tidal Wave Disaster Fund,
was formed. Contributions of money flowed in from the United States, Canada,
and from all over Newfoundland. An approximate amount of $240,000 was col-
lected. This money was meant to help replace homes, fishing gear and property,
food and clothing. Though the residents lost their life savings, only a small
portion could be replaced, but it is understood that $40,000 of the money col-

lected was latar turned over to the Marine Disaster Fund.
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Appendix 8

Transcript of a portion of the report 'Voyage of Relief Ship
Meigle' (Lake et al., 1929) found in the Provincial Archives of
Newfoundland and Labrador, St. John's, in Manuscript Group 636, Box
1, File 3.

On the way down the coast en route to St. Lawrence
[on late Sunday night, November 24, 1929] we ran into a
very heavy S. E. storm, and were forced to harbour at
Lawn. The gale continued all day Monday, making it
impossible for us to communicate with the shore except in
the early morning. Discovering that the Nonia Nurse,
Mrs. D. Cherry, was on shore, we sent for her and kept
her with us as she was almost In a state of total
‘collapse due 1o the strenuous and incessant nature of her
activities on behalf of the sufferers through the tidal
wave disaster. One cannot speak too highly of the
services rendered by Nurse Cherry, and think she |is
deserving of some special recognition.

On Tuesday morning [November 26, 1929] we reached St.
Lawrence where we found that the tidal wave had caused
the greatest amount of property destruction seen at any

of the places visited. Fortunately no loss of 1life
occurred here, and very few cases of destitution had to
be provided for. [p. 8]
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Appendix 9

Losses at St. Lawrence of 117 claimants as compiled from the
Statutory Declarations by the South Coast Disaster Committee.
These sheets are found as 8ix 1l4#-inch folio sheets at the
Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador, St. John's,
Manuscript Group 636, Box 3 (Files 17-47), File No. 30, St.
Lawrence.

The far-right 'Remarks' column was seldom filled in and was
not xeroxed. The various hand-written annotations and figures in
pencil are believed to reflect later calculations by the South
Coast Disaster Committee in arriving at the final compensation paid
out., ©Occasionally these penci! annotations on the righthand side
of the original 8#xi4-inch follo sheets have been lost in the
xXeroxing.
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1 shop (Sealed with-

hard Pine) 2000400

%1ass counters -

shalves etc. 3500

1 Motor boat damaged 100,00
2% Brls flow ° "
extent 75¢ pr Brl. 426

1 Ticrca Pins Tar 2he0T
1 Br1,.,Coal tar 7,00

2 stael drums 20697
% Brl.Lima s
1 oask cod o1l : 23007
1 drun gasoline &-

8teal Drum 245507
4 Patant Bloeks o0
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Othar fi:hin: gear /35".'50
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2307 hAds eahhnga ,l-ﬁ“.’!“'z(;
Onrpenters Tnols eso., 22650
Miccellomanus BB
Pencing _Be0 L6 950
50, 1,0,Pika 1 siova (inelw inec- ﬁ
ntock) 18017,0N
50 4ms &+ chain 45500
aneil & Banel Vice 310500
inpine accessarlaes mm_:_;s&—ﬁﬂ"! 095 G0
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rotor hoat Tiagad 15 (O o L
2 mohor dories 150400 ’
1 torn eonl A0
900 Brle. sawdust LB g00 LTy 0
tlao drmapa t0 3H.Pe- -
Tondln IMEiNe .
29 Tavid ioler LT 1 Tlake 7He00 D
1L Whant L 30600 e
»% John %1 nay of don. 3 stoge (0 07
1. Tlnke heN)
3. Whazrf 2000
A Agds salt 10,00
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3 loxry voaliar pr=atl
7 spgars 00 314 44D
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0 Cooperativa-
Storas Ltd,

*1 Roman Catholic Chmrch

2 Y&V .he Thorne

% 1Luouis Rtchegary

44 David Slaney of David

O

Li- iU ING

L0

AAOUH

1 stage
1l Plake
1 wharf
Aouble & 4 ngle hlocks
Iron ral 1ing & post

250 400

75,00
40,00

N

1 ¥lake 160,00
1 Whart 25,00
Store d smaged 2b4,00
1 trap boat 180,00
1" " Damaged 40,00
1 dory (5 hed) 40,00
25 Hgds salt 62 450
1 store damaged 261,00
1 store No,2 " 100,00
h0 Posts 10,00
5 coile wire 18, 00

1 Back Boat (29 ft.JKeal)
) .

150,00

1 8 H., P, Aurdin Bng. 360 .00
1 spare Ignltor 54,00
1 Tiake 100,00
1 ¥lske 50 L00
1 storae 100400
1 Boat 14 ft. kasl 35,00
3 cod nets 30,00
1 Cement Tank 100,00
1 Flske 80,00
1 Store 160,00
1 Boat 14 ft, keal 80 400
25400

1 whart

e e

TOR

396,00

bh272 .H0

78400

"H0OB SO0

41.5,00
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‘o Jesmes Slsnay

ioeValantine Yally

7 Pelix l.atartua

£ Anchors
24 Cottan lines
3 cod netn
Rope
2 Yigds salt
163 doz cabbagae
1 sat coopars tnols
2 planes & 1 saw
3 Compannes
% ton hay
2asnline ,0od 011 eto.
Hay Houne

1 Doxy (H Bad) 40 400
2 sats oavs 8600
2H ™m8, % " wopa H 00
2 Hgds salt Do)
1L suit oll clothas He 0
Dainaga 103 HP.Acadin 65,00
1 Kotor Dory 60400
1 Anchbr b 40
1 o4l 2 " rops 12,00
30 Mas, 17 thraad DN
1 Goil Baass rone 1 o00
3 Hgds salt 7 950
1 Votor dery damagad 30 400
1 Grapnell AN
10 Ims wire He00
1 Hgds salt 2 06
3 Brls cosl Py
2 owt hay 40

4 Brl. asmeat
Fan0line ,lubrionting-
0l ate,,
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74
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B Jeorgs Beck - T T Y
Stage demmgaed 12,00 ;. LT T -/#{—-—;(’32—
1 Flake 90,00 [ > cr
1 dory,b baeds 40,00 a e -
18 cotton linas i 400 »
2 Herring nets 10C,00 ff&: o
Trawl Moorings - 42400 Yol A S
3 Hglds salt 7 «H0
1 ton cosl ARGO
260 £%. lumbar LS00
1 Flska 4C .00
1 Dory 40,00
2 Trawl lines 2400
67 large sticks 37 &b0
15 planks 7 ¢ 50
50 Mrs.,Fatrick Lundrigan 1 Stags 120,00
1 Flaka HEC0N
1 whar?t 2000
1 store 100600
2 doriaes 10CL0nN
Anchonsg 3% 90
Caplin Saina 100,00
40) f1ttad 1linen B0 ,0N
2 Harring nets 8CL00
1 cast net 5,00
Moor ings 18,00
1 Hgds 8alt 2.5%__,
2 sults oll clothas 1230
8 tons coal 36500, .
3 qtle fish 27,00
2’ Brls oaplin 6500
Tools ate,, 364077 )
1 Ro1l fel% 5400 )
2 sets dory Qars 8400
1 Nory e=zil Z+560
1 Sayrhas 500 _ .
1 tar pot 2+B0 o L
widl & Spsnners 5400 R
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1 Firke 900
1 Whart 150400
1 Store 70 NO
10, fit%ad 1inss £0670
30 fnsl,2" rope 600
% Hgﬂﬂ gal) t H .
£ 1h8e hasf & Pork 00
g%l fish 47
Othar fish 370
Garpentars Tools L2000
( plso pnris_for 3 +lantlio

5° ¥ypa John lLundr igan

B3 ¥ iehaal olloy

Part owner wharf, dories,
asrrines and selt, 5ea alain-
HD 21 Jinvid Jundrigane

1 Stags 50400
1 ypakd 4000
Tamage b0 stors 30,00
1 hory 40600
Woorings A7 450
6 Cotton linesa 1200
1 Harring Bat HQ <00
% cod nats 30e00
1 Dory zollex 24850
1 ™ 8all 307
2 Tipds 8alt 500

% smits 0il olothing pE o]

17 dez canbage 32500
4 tuhso caplin pa il
! Byl lexrring 24907
25 owt hay’ 5 el
Pools atc., 104617
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Dapp- .76 50 stora 35000 e 7 2_
" v imarf 1.0,00 L
1 Hpds Rl el '
 41.7i%h  _bF 96450
55 %m le Lake 1. Tinke 30 400 T
1. Swanp Boat 120,00 ) oo
4 T..,P.Lookwood Ash- ' g
53 ine 146460 9 i >
1 Whart 25,09 L o
1 Fgle H8l% 2450 - ZAP N0
Eeonavid J.Tunrpin 1 ™aka 50400 v
1 wharf® 35,00 . it
Bridgs tu uiage 25600 ‘
1 Anchox 3,00 ”
1 Srapnell 2ebD =
20 Yns 42" Ropa 4,00 * - -
o ol Nets danagad 30,00 >0 /e
1 041 Cnsk 2380
8 3alr Texo G1d BP0 176420
57 :'ioseph 1Lake 1. Flake 40,00 L
53 Walter Plke 1 Stage 60 o010 &
1 Fieke 60200 i C
Pichar for Enging B -
1 Lerge Tory 60 o0 L
. 27 Co%ton lines B4 SN0 o
40 wgs 6 thrend Mmilla 2,00 e ,
1 doxy Anochor 109 ! _
2% Ttoz Cnbhage 25409 : J
Fancing 47400 ’ . ;/ >
Tabrionting 211 % 3agolina 2 o8B0 514 oBO :
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12000 2t. timber 4.80 400
28 Brls. cament 11210 N
Palt anl Tar 1N 4,00 5\(&.‘»}?’/’1}0(}..
Norihery ,Sentral and
Sonthamn Premises 13510000 — - oo
1 B-F. sAcadla inge. 220 600 21>
7 cod 4ing skiffs 167E,00 A
3 Tont Hey 220 00
6" Brls lour BA( 00
2 Puns Folessan 12b 600
7 Prums Fnsoline 175600
4 %esoline Drums A G000
2 ouaks Yexn 011 45400
40 011 Croka 16070 ‘
1 wWherf tn sslt stora 20GNG - [
1140 gtla . Codfish 1083000
45 wtis 8&1 ¢ Bulk

~ Pisih- 405,00 /1§ 0o
3 Voxles 18G,00 -~ -
25 Trap ANChoOrs B75400 - Ine
4 Bris Zeef & Pork 106400 e
Purgage 36 aod traps 100000 0
400 Hgda Salt 100G o0 L
Room Utansils 260 400 NG B e e
1- 14 K.P.Bridpgeport- > 77—
¥nginag 60C 0D ,

I- 7 ti.r. WHhamns fng  ANGL00 (Adcea o

2= HJF.hcndis Nng. 376 400 P
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1iiscallananus 19 848

40570

S

LUl PSR 0t
1 whar? 6600 - 7 7
011 Puctory 1000,00 - .72
1 Store 30000 —~ 10
1 Boat 00 — S o

3 Dorien 130,00 — %o
-1 Cement Tank bt -

1 Grapnell 2486 — 7
2'. 3nits 031 Clothes MY e I

30 dog Jds C:ohhage =il

2L tonr aoAl i

1 a3 Jish L5077

6 large stlcks &0

Tano ing P00

Other lonsas as preilisi-

- " "1669440 T B436 610

] Stage 150,00 /o
1 Flake 100,400 £ o
1 " Ro.2.0amsgad 35T

1 Wharf 00

Damapa to #hLore . 3o
1 Dory, § had 40400 7
18 cettnn lines 36 ot -0 3 e
1 Harsing nat 50Ny 0 & O
2 gata 0ArY 8 400 kY
Othar Fishing geny 11496 -

2 Hgds s8alt 157%9.9) N
01led olothing . S0
1% ton conl 38407

1l stael drum NG00

10 Iale gasadline L4 O

200 ¥4, ?nd hand-
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62 ,Vic tor Slaney 1 dory, © had, 40 400 e it
1 anchor 13450 I /o
20 ™ma.? in.rops 3400 R 56 o5 e
3380 o;0dvard Plkae 1- 5 H.P. Huohbard iinge 290400 v [
14 Hgds, salt 38,50 Ty
18-= 18 1lb,Lines fitted 36450 S
240 Jmu, 6th  banillin- , -
- rope ' 165484 Y
6 Qoik 2 1“. " " 55.20 v
1 Bottom for trap- :
100 1vae.twineg 18 thrcnd BOLON G
15 Pme lending net 26500 93"
1 Brl Xeaero ofl 13,66 N
3 toms conl 307
1 sat Onrt Vhaels LbgOr
1 store B2X2R with 18- . —
HePost8, Prame Huilt 4000400 v CC _
1 Onrriage * 228500 N oo /3 X
1 staga 35X08 144 postdeN0,00 ~
Other lo~nes 308 424 /GU 736,78
64 Verno R,Turpin Stage 100,00 oo
Flrke 80,00 0
1 Ton Cosl 0TS /
26 Cwt.Hay 50500 s
Panao ing %9500
100 P4 ,Board 276400
65 Lionel Snint 1 Stags 80 + 00 (s / PEETE
1 Flake 6000 Lo
1 Ton Corl 12500 16200
66 felesntinae TRTrrant 1 Flake 50600 .
1 wharf 210,00 , ’
1 Bort Damagad 5 400 Y 110400 -
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&7 sAngus Fikae 1 stajpe 60400 6~— QT- .,r.
1 Finrja 35e 00 27 40
1 Whart 40,00 3
1 =mmall dary 404,00 3
7 £itted lines 12,00 /
1 dory sail : 300
1 " Rollar X0
3 snlta D11 Clot ws <00
1 B rl.Flour 00
rovislons 104560
’l‘nols 8 (O
Floor Canvass 1270
Crookeryware 1060
Wanring Apparel BB 00 T
Badding 807 e
Housa to ramild 400,00 iR 716,30
68 John Fandragsn 1 ¥lakae oF ¢ 00 ,!._,./
2 3toyas 150600 /oo
20 cotton linaes 60400 Lo
2 colls 6th Manilla 6 400 -
3N yds JFlour Cnnveas ABLOTY
Chalxrs 510,
Singar Sewing irnehina Jwgf? 353 460 o2/
House was d=smaged to am'n-%— 2o i
07 ool . ,now rapalred _r e
69 David Sleney of 1 Piake 40,00 or
Theophilus 1 Stora 50 ¢00 b ;. -
14 f1tted lines 28,00 ],3”, 126 <00 AR
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LY Do Ao

phace 100400
2 Plaken 120,00
Stors dsmapgad 19500
1 darrin- Hat 50,00
2 Hand I.ines 26507

Y Bril.Salt ,ﬂ'g ’

2F Doz Cnabbaga 550
Fanning damaged ﬁfﬁ/ B
2 cart whaal Bands BeO0
House wmoval from-foun-
-dation snd dsmoged est-
ime ted rapairs B0 00
1l Stapge 70 00
1 7lskae 10000
1 hart 1Fe 00
1 Stora 300 460
1 small dory 40 oGO
1 Srapnall 7 20
40 lines fitted 80400
Trap , nptton dentroyed 300,060
Hoorings 10,400
2 Herring nets 80460
2 sgats Dory Onres 8400
8 Hgde salt 20 400
2 sulte 21l clothes 10,60
5 Brla Jlour 25% damag-
ail 12460

. Brl.Beef 1600
14 3als kolanres 11 o£0
» Brl Jpork 1F400
Othar Paovisions 2700
1% Coxds 3irawonod 9,00
1_1 141518 .00d71i8n 1350
h oawt hay 10,01
Toole ate.,P 1h 400
2 dory comnstaes 4 ¢50
2 Blocks 6600
b Pumcheons 10,00
7 Hans 7400
) Hanhousa bHeON
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Rohert Beck 1 Stapa 100,00 ° @
1 Flake 100400 T
1 Whaxf 20 600 L7
o4 Fitted Linss . 4BJNC 7 ¢
1 Hersing nsei 404N -t 1 204
A \Pimx shk AN £330 520 M@ 6 theManilln £ 0 , /
1 Cast net D e
2 guits nil clothes 10,00
1 Brl .Flounr 10.0C
1 Coxd firawond 600
L g1l JMish 4 ,5C
15 owthuy A0 QUG
g window sasls 8 & Boxan 24401,
| 300 P ,roupgh lumbar 9 401
1 S3rindstome 3406 £3.5,80
l .
73Henllay Plkae 1 Ksr» ing naet 40,00 o o
Trawl Koorins 4,00 ¢ y ip
1 Zramell el L LG
74, @ .
FTatriack Permey 1 Stage 80 o0
1 ¥lnke 70e M ]o
1 Whart 25 00 D
1l Btorae 70600 e IO
36 FEtted l.ines 72,00 NG
3 Brls,.Coal 3460 -
50 Large stloks 25 4Ol e
1 Srindsinie 4,00 e
3 Planes 4,0 450 o 10 e S
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76 48ylvester Hlanay 1 Stuge 1004CO T ) G- v
1 #l+ke 3600 '
1 Wharf 16,19 )
1 Stord 1C0 N0 L
1 Dory,5 hed, 40400 80
1 Anchor 10,80 i ~
Hoorings el ~ ' YL
2 sats dory oars 84000 { S A
1 tHigdeSalt 7 el%) -
2 auit o011 clothaes Bal?")
3 Brla.coal 560
1 tl JPish 9,0
2 shevels 2e00
10 owt hay 204i'0
3 Tackle Blocks 4 400 :
2 Planes 6470 s05690

76 LiTRJadam Mulline 1 Staga 60400 S

1l Msaka 70D A
1 Whar? 2h 00 PO
7 Anchor3 6Bei"D (~d
F Teap Lags 1250 =
80 Pms, Z Inch rope 16000 /&
1 Harring nat 40,00 i .
36 3lass Ploats 9,00 - . /Z
2 Hgds Salt 5400 oY T
6 large stlcks 2eFD .
200 £%, iumbarx 800 — j
2 fish tubhs 2400 vdiig T A AR

AR50 B HeTe 1nthron m o ing Samngad
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T Mrs Harold rika

78 iohart Fpearns

79 #3ward Olsrke

B0 W', Clarks

g1 ,Jemes8 Cusaok

PISL R S

1 #lake

1 tiotor Dory
8 cotton lines
1 Aory rollex
1 dory saill

1 BEgdeSnlt

1 pr oars
“ngine prrds

ntegea

Wlake

ninrae

Hory (014d)
cotton lines
1 Brleiaxsing
22 1bs,Tmpuas
2 sats o rs8

o

1 wharf

1 Harrin;; nat
190 Panca rAil®

1 Hard FPina Stieck
26 Large atieks

1 ¥laka

1 whaxrt

1 Doary

2 funchgong
12 Burr#ds
13 Hgds Salt

Demage t0 Whart

55400
60400
16,00
1,60
300
2ebf)
4,00

: 25;00

100607
7000
106,Q0
25,00

4400
6400
2.60
?1.00 —
60400
404,00
16400
10,00

12,00

50,00
186,00
40,00

600
12,00
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82 3rar0ory Sinney Stage 150006 T / 2 Pl &
1 Flakae 80,00 0 L
Namara to Vhearf . Be0O -
1 Largs Dury 6000 ,-’
20 plenen Gindding 44,00
Shaft & Pall up for- ’ . o
1-3H.Pe Minms Hng. e D s N A
3 811l pleden 10600
1 ateal drym 10600
10 fals Fasoline 4400 37,00
83.Prosper Slanay 1 Strga £0L00 e
1 Piake 40 .0 S0
Damaga O haed 1Fe". 9 i ‘
Trawl ilourings 10,00 i g
1 Hgd Sait 2450 B .
1 qt1 Fish 9,00 -
Carpantarn Tuols 20900 14 5 EQ
84 Samusl Beck 1 Swamp boston heat 140400 lvi >
1 Smsll dmy 40470 S P
16 fittads linsn 3500 RS /
Hooxringa 172 :OO A spa 00
85.,Mraneis Cusack 3 Stage 80 00 o4 2
1 Plake 28300 o
1 Store 15,90
Damagae o Dory 5e00
6 Cotton I,lues 12,00 T
1 Dory rollarx 1,00
2 Hgds alt Be0 o
3 Cwigdlay 6400 139,50 L
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1 ™Mske 7H GO0
Demaga Lo Stora 1000
b t0 Dox»y BeOO?
2 Jrapnells 60N
Mosrlings 13.60
1 Hgd S&Lt 2 oh0
1 pr Qiled Panis 20
Demngae to Flour 1,00
20 large siioks el D
2 dory salls 601
b onxo 10,00
1F Prss chain 1E0D
6 Fme otacl wire 3400
T 5tage LI
1 Tlake JKie
1 whert RheMN
Damage 10 atore P QM
1 laxgs Dory 0620
Woorianm 7 +£0
40 cotinn lines 80 5
1 Spirit Compass 70
1 ateal drum J1.(1e70
1F Saln Snsoline He¢0G
% H,F% Acnfiia sngine 18426
1 Daxy ssail o 5600
I s thge 1804000
1 PMsuka 100,70
1 Store 6060
1 Large Dory 60,00
24 eotton 1lines 45401
2 dory rollesxs 5eF0
1 shaft &GN
1 Bgd Sait 2.,EG
1 sult oil clotihaes He'fls
1 Brl.Flour 1000
16 3018 Wplansen 1) 6N
X 4%l Plsh 4,80
1 Steel Trum 10470
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{89 FPrederick Pltspatrick 1 Stage 80400 SR 22539
i *1sks 70 N0 T
1 Whrr?f I AIPRY ¢ - ’
3 Pittad Llines 6000
siooxings ‘ AN
1 Hed Salt 12 ¢ 5O
1 Suit 011 Cliothes L)
4 Brlis  Jlour AC LN
1 W¥FL JPiah 24730
1 $hilds Carrianga £ a0
1 Saytha 4450
3 Pisnad 290
1 s%@ 2e00
5 %als Tagoline 2.N0 272%
1 spirit Compass £ o0 AL o500 )
90+p1phonse Turpin 1 Flske 4E420
1 Whar! 1H 00
1 otor Dory Damagad 20400
1 inea Rops HeON
1 Bl JFlour 10,00
1 3taeel DPirum 10,00
8 Yranochesn 1.50
5 %ale 611 2 400 153 50 Y/
| 4180 matarinl for housae,?0 panaes RIASS
BE " =% TinAddw shabied, 2000 P4, U, Noard, sma
' “enn"£¥ Jumbar,
 Yle Wra.Sylvia Plke and washad noway, als8o Blwirk
‘ aracted hy xovarmment dratroyad 0400
Fencing 70,00
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92 Philip s nuy 1 Stova 30400 B 228551
1 Yory,4 Bads, 400G L, -
5 frapnells 2420 "
1 Nory »3llex ' 1eh0
Faralins PRucet?y 2450 75 o PHi S
g3 dohn iganmy 3 otor Aory dumags’ 10600
7oansho re 4 50 K
Dther fishing penx 1060 .
1 YgdeSalt 2450 R R /6
_1:-_3 a_pi 1; i for 3H.? Jflublnyd HR
Wae oharsg MYHBWO.?& for SR
SFra Fiore o7 whioh
FInt vmar .
4r Cavl Pixe 1 Make 65000 “>
1L Swamp Boad 12600 7T
1 Onplin Seine 45400 Y
9 Cotton i.Anks 1000 ;€
31 c0ll 6 th anills -~ * )
rHne 3'00 ’,
% Yigdn salt 500 . 7 g¢
1 ;% J722h 900
4 Owt HAy 3400
10 hans 1000
71 sasl. lanecun 3500 292 00
g5 staninlang inyrany 2 Plskes 50 00 s
1 uhaed AT L R
2 ARNAHO PR 1350 s
LD Pee ¢l ineh Baane Y
inpse 4,00 i /e of
1 Hgd srl% 7 o0 ADF 41D
999 é $
5577 4
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§O. Hain WURT THOUNY I, ASAKE o
96, AdoIph Turpin I 7iake 5000 4%
) 1 Boat 21 ft. keel 160400 125 N .
2 anohors 27490 27 L5 2 ES
1 ooil 15 th rom 4600 H A 5on L
15 loge 4 4 450 Lok ©o
PartB fm-‘ 3 H.P. H'ubbarﬂ ’
" " " 54,65 AL OB
97 .,7e0, Pike of John .
1 stage 206,00 lo
1 Whax$ 18400 5o
1l Store 100,00 s 2 - 7
1 Swamp Bont 125,00 440400 A
989 ernne Regves 1-b H.P. Hubhard ing. 270400 776
1 Bont, 24 f£%, keeal 200400 IEPs
2 horiaen 80600 o
2 Grapnall 20L.00 >
2h Pme, Chaln 18,00 13 5
9 Oars 18400 /* S Z/
1 38pirit Compass 7«50 /o
i " " 2600
4 tigds aalt 10,00
Sprra pnrt8 BJl.PJubbard ¥npine 44,956 670445
g9, Jnooh Back 1 atagae 25400 e
1 Plaka 100,00 G [
2 Dorias 80,00 (e / S
2 Tonn Coal 24 400 -
239,01 T
A ..
- // // \g
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RO JRAM LOVTHD AMDOUR T POTAL 18012 V2 NN
£ (v ‘ Lo &
W X 8lly 1 Flake BOLO0 NAY o~ o
1 Whartf 2HeNO A .s:
1 Kotor TNory 60,00 §¥
1 Sramall 1,80 A
18 hemp lines ‘ 36 400 e
2 Trawl linaes 4410 /
Othar fishing gaax 11 .86 Z
1 Hed Salt 2 .60 G

2 smits olx clothaes 19,70
1 Brl Boat fittings 40,00

3 dory oars 6600
iscaellangous 1LO8 288 26,00 281 .08
101, Patrick Turrant 1 Harring net 60400 -
‘ 1 Dory roller 1350 61. « 5O
’ ‘02, Amos Plka 1 Plaks 40,00
| 3 Vhart . 40,00 2
| 3 agtton lines 6400 G
2 hand lines 130 |
30 Pma ,6th rope 150 g
2 Dory osrs 4,00 Iy
1 cast net 5400 ~
2 dory anchors 3000 3
11} hgds salt 3476
% ton ooal 6o
100 £t, lwmbsr 4,00
2 Blocks 3,00 -
30 pPieces Plank 12,00 ’/ .
1 Dip nat 1.00 L0
H

Miscallaneous lossas 4470 340,20

06

|
E 6 Pork Barrsls 3,00
1 Axs 200 N
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'103,J0m Clarke of paul 1 Stage 40,00 L e Y
1 Flske fl 00 5° e
1 Plaka 20,00 10 .
1 ¥hart 30400 20
40 Hemp lines 40 4,00 ve
2 Herring nets 90 ¢10 40
Tubricating 0il & Sasoline B ¢20 l,
2 dory oars 4400 760,90
164 .,Josaph “lsney of-
Fanry 2 Mlakes 70 00 G |
Namaga to atore 104,00 L
1 Dory 40400 T }
6 linans 12,00 v
1 Coil rops 8400 i
3 Suit o1l olothas Be ()N
60 larga stioke 30 ¢00 175,00 ,
10be.ar0ovle Slnnay 1 Stsage 250400 /20
1 Plske 140,60 e
1 Store 300460 /5%
1 Swamp Boat 170,00 /24
1 Dory 40.C0 e
1 Capiin Saine 120,00 /¢ @
50 Hanp linss BOLGCD S
20 1ines 27,650 27/
2 aoils 6th Manilla 6,00 &
1l pr onra 4,00 ¢f
Parts for 3 H.P.Acadia Bngine 6400 i
1 Herring nat 60400 - .
1 Saoythe 2
+ Brl Baef 750
25 1bs ,pork 54,00
1000 f£4,1mmber 40 ¢N6
8 cod nets 160,00
Misneallrnemms loss 41,75 145025 T
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106,JohnS1nnay of Prosper 1 Nory demaged 20 ¢ (¥ S
12 lines 24 o0 RS
% tiindow MaRshes & ) 400 74 0
glaas :
107, ‘
Cagalin Fawer 1 stors 7h 400 “t
1 Brl.Potatoas 4,00
10N Hds ,onbbhage 940N
1 Brl,.Floumr 16,00
2 Gals iolasses 1460
2 tons coal 24 400
2 uilts 10,70
4 Hnts 4 ¢ (X
1 indles coat " o 00
iliscallanaous loasas 17 ¢80 1.57 440
168, Mhomen 2 ika ). Victory Hngine 50 NN §n
1 Dory AD G0 L
1 Sat Gaprs 4,00 ol
1F dogz Hds.cnhhags 15400
! Brl,Flour 500
' B ¥1Baaf & Pork EISES
3 tons conl 2.2 4,00
10 Fans 10600
3 Chalrs i IR
23 Brld s Fenthars 1200
1 Badsyead 1R e N0
% Piacas Pinnk 5eli0)
1 Owt ilay 2900 216,00
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10 3!‘ MR LOs i .-J.[;){‘) AT 0L KISM o HKS o
"9, Banedict J,.Slanaey 2 large doriss 120,00 fe2
40 c0%t0n lines 80,00 :
3 coils 6th Manilla 9,00 '
1l pr oars . 4,00 (s
1 Dory Compass 2 #25
1 oult rubber clothes 10400
Ignitor & Wrenches 10,00
Poul try 10,00 /7
Fencing 15,00
Floor Canvas 15,00 ) 27575
House removad from foundation 10 Tt,

Has to ba taken down Lo be rapaired
About BA00,00 damage .

p.Isaac Slaney 1 stage 100,00 U
1 Flaks 80,00 ¥E,
1 Wharf 15,00
Ramege to store 12,00 -
1l Large dory 60,00 $ “,
1 Herring nes 40,00 i
Othar fishing gear 4,80 2
1l Hgd Salt 2.50
Dory gear 10.7
1l Tank 500
1 Steel drum & Gasolins 13.20 343,25
11k, Albert Pike 1l Stags 140,00 1206
1 Wharf 604,00 K%
1 Dory 40,00 (1
Moorings 45,00 (i
40 cotton lines 80,00
Rope 7 250 7
2% Hgds salt 5750 S/
1 Sult o0il clothes 5,00
12 doz Heads Cabbage 12,00
150 pleces studding 18,00 465,00 s
TOTAL CLATNS JOR ST.LAWRENCE _ $83277.083 To /7
olean O ocrgancearch Scoen) Z430. L=
Lor Eecmesn o, g T ;
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LOSSES AT ST, LAWRENCE.

« NAME

112 Alexander Turpin

113 John Slsney

114 Gregory Vavasour

1156 Richard Loder

LOSSE3

5 Pox 3kina
30 Muaskrat skins

1 Stage (Damaged)
1 Dory )
800 1bA . Hay
30 Flake Shores
1000 Pickets

50 Rails
Plece Land

1 Stage

1 Plake (Damaged)
5 1ines and Hooks
1 Cast Het

3 Dory Oars

AMOJET __ TOTAL
125,00 .
10,50 $135,50
30 400 ,
50,00 80,00
12,00
7,50
10,00
10,00 _
50400 89450
oo s
15,00 ]
5400 ’
7,00 )
: 4

REEABKS.
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LOSSES AT ST, LAWRENCE . /({é{}/fﬁ ¥ f/,,457 73
Q.. . NAME LOSSES AMOUNT  TOTAL
116 John Quirk 1 Flake ‘ 50 400 30,
1 Store 50400 50
%8 Trawl Lines 26450 bo
1 Dory Ssail 3400 —
4 Hevl Lines 280
# HAD.Salt 1.38 ]
Flour Damaged. 27,490 $161 .58
117 Isadire Slaney 1 Stage 60400 J0
-1 ¥lake 50400 Ja-
1 Store 30400 Vo
1 DORY 60400 Z’( 2
30 Lines snd Hooks 54400 .
240 Ptms Rope 10400 RS
4 Oars 8400 272,00

.6\ - / 7 ” j Ly {/
Nl SR "‘”E"' e ST 54/30"" B
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NO. _ NAVE _LOSSES MO UNT ASSESSMENTS
8 T.,Farrell & Sons 1 Stare 150 400 $100,00
2 Stores 500,00 400 4,00
1 Trap Skiff Anmaged 100,20 80 400
1 Motor Boat 4 25400 25,00
1 Motor Doxry . 50,00 50 6,00
2 'Small lorics 5400™)
¥3ake No.l, 600000 }
oo 2e 200,00 500,00
T ] 3’ 75'09_,_)_
. la._ - ~
T Boee “rapgeoha 1629 16.00
2 coils 2 ropes 20,00 20,00
Other lehin% e 150,00 7500
120 Hhds Salt 700,00 100.0C
100 Brls.Sugar 7 400
700 Jtls M.Fish, damaged, - ;
eStimated loss 1200400
56 Gtls W,I."inh, damazed est.loss 45 400
ni“,‘h stand % welshts 25,00
16 Xero 041 Brls. 48,00
Wwharf Nol.l. 11004,00)
oo 2. 3E0.03)
NE %, 100.003 50C .00
oo 4. 100,00}
Also o traus damoed loss un-
—ascertained
TO0 TAT, _$5491 420 BLS66,00

96




LOSSES AT ST, LAWRENCE .

NO,  NAME _ LOSSES AMOUHT ASSESSMENTS
59. AJA.TFilovanninl Northern,Central and Southern- .
-Prenises : $131.00400 $1000,00

1 —5"H .Acadia Erlgo 225.00 225.00
7 Cod Mrep Skiffs 1575400 750 00
3 tons hay : 120,00
60 Brls. ploud 540,00
2 P'lJIlS .MOlaSSeS 125.00- :
7 Drums Sasoline 175,00
4 Fasoline Drums 40,00
4 Casks ¥ero 011 45,00
40 011 Casks 160,00
1 Wharf to salt store 100,00 100,00
1140 Qtls. Cod Fish 10830 4,00
45 Qtls,Salt Bulk Fish 405,400
% Dories 180,00 150,00
25 Trap Anchors 275,00 180,00
4 Brls.Beef & Fork 108,00
Damage to cod traps 1000400 500,00
400 Hhds .Salt. 1000,00 500,00
p00m Utensils 250,00
1—14 H.P. Bridgeport Engine 600400) damaged
1-~7 H.PHiamus Eng,. 400600 .
5.4 H.P.Acedln Eng. 356 oogggigcigijina_
Za5 HJPoM M 675.00) 16
1-5 H.P, Victory * 225,00)

TOTAL 832589 400 $3405,00
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Appendix 10

Partial copy of the South Coast Disaster Committee's
compilation entitled: Losses of Codfish Tidal Wave Disaster, Nov.
10th{sic)l. 1%29. Only four of the 8ixla-inch folio sheets for the
eastern part of the area from Rock Harbour to St. Lawrence were
found at the Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador, St.
John's, in Manuscript Group 636, Box 3 (Files 17-47), Flle No. 30,
St. Lawrence. The compilation sheets for the area west of St.
Lawrence from Lawn to Lamaline were not found.




SEPILIMINT
poat Harbour
Rook Harbvour
" L]

. ] L]

" ”

L] ]

" ]

" n

” "

Xox Cove
Kortier

" ‘n
Port-aux-Bras
“ L1 n

n L. 4 L

[ ] , ]

0SSES OF CODFISH TID JAVE _DISAS 1 Oth

D nossms.. A, T8,

John 3mith Jr, 12,Qt1s. Fish 108,00 §108,00

W ,Dowden 10 Qtls  JFish 90.00

" " b " 700 97,00

James T ithers Sre 1 " " 9,00

B4 ,,¥ithers 1" " 9.00

John Hooper of Wme 9 " " 81,00

Jeorge Hooper of Wle6 ™ n 54,00

Ik 3. %, R.Hodder g " " 18,00

W4.C.Hodder fi " ® 49,650

3e0 Hooper of Chs, 8 © rn 18,00 336450

Yohn Kerriasey

LoBs on 6% Qtl8.8 5.00 82480 32460

Hicholas EKemmedy

Loss on 45 Qils.¢ B.00 £R5.,00

Michael Bmith.2 Qtl.Fish 9400 Bikalo

Henry Bonnett 12XQtls " 112,50

a0 ADibbon 1 " " 9.00

Job Fulge 6 84,00

Jomm T.Abhott 30 * " 270,00
CONTINUED, $446,50 $710.,00
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03313 OODF ISH, TIDAL TA DISASTIR, CONTINU.D 8, 1929

_SETILOLINT B LOSSES, Axz, amy,

$448,50 $710,00
Port-aux-Bras W , Choeseaman 10 &t3s, Fish 90,00
LA b Stephen H,Izancs o v 90,00
L " K, Qarke 184 112,60
LI ol R.D.Hy.Sennett g~ 27,00
LA " Gabriel Brown 6 w " 54,00
LI . John Brown 7" 63,00
" " " James Ed .Chooseman 1" " 136,00
" " " W .Allan g" " 18,00
b " " Ephriam Paxrdy g 224,60
L ¥ 700 H.Brinton 6 v " 144,00
LI Henry Olswke 4" 36400
LI " Geo0,Bemmett 8r, gy " 88,50
L " W, Hy.Isaaos BO." ™ 450.00
w oW Ermest Bermo¥t 4" " 36400
L " No.d4. S0, Bamo tt o™ 90,00
£ow " ¥rod Mitohell L 87.00
L " Jeremiah Cheeseman 8" " 108,00
" ¥ No.48 %e0 .3 Jennott. WU " 1306,00
LA " James Pover it " 10,00
" . " 8 tephen Hoddew g " 81,00

woow Jon Saml Hibben 1t 9,00 3776400

Bull’s Cove LeFPevre Trading Oo.

¥°585%8 Qjls.Dapaged 9 3:88 preftd. 1%88:88
. " Sdmecn Maming £ qtls,Fieh 18,00
John Brintom.Sold 4 " " 40,00

" * Damaged O " " £50300 1508.00
Path Bnd Thomng Shane ,Damaged 160 " * & 1,00 160,00
noow mowom 250 " " " .30 76400
" " Oharles Brussett i+ - 9400
" " Fred Appleby,Damaoged 40 " " " 5400 £00,00

" v " " " "7 N "M 2,00 84,00 478400

__OONTINUED $6072400
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SETTLRMENT JAUE - 288 AT, ANZ.
Sroushd Torwaxd . . . . c e s e e s s e o $8072,00
Burin Xorth Alfred “&rsﬁ;&l 8‘00 L 3600
) oas
803 GiiesHh G0 13 88:38
* " 360 A, Bartlett
: 600 Drms Pish Dama.god G 304 ., 180,00 ,
400 Qt1s, " $2,00 800,00 1640480 | |
i
Ship CGove Bishy 00
» 1558708 $6%Q%us.p1n s $2.00 38400
0ollins Oove Thomas Beasley m 1 qQWl., 9.00
Xirdy's Oove Samuel Foote L - T 87 .00
" n John P,Foote ol 13,80 40,50
Hosquito Cove Jos Matthsws LA S 368400
N " ¥ n b S,Be ™ 4 ¥ 34,00 70400
Pardy 's Isld..Joa.rooto 3 " £27.00
" " Arch Maye.Loss on 4 " 48,
" " "  Rich Foote " B 458,00
L] " : g’.bzegh LA " 1% LJ 13400
w " T oote Jr. Damaged P 15 s 13,00
" " ®  San,J8,.Foote, . m 9 * 15:00
u " *  Joshua Maye. » 15 136,00
“ L] -] ] " " " ow » 40 L} Bo.w
v v *  Ell Yoote Br. * " 2 8400
" " L -4 1) L} - L] 8 » ‘oo
~ " "  Chas, Foote w nw i 8,00
" " L] L] ] ] L] 4 " 24.0(\
" " r  wm, ¥, Yoote " *ojar 108400 519,00
Kelly's Cove Vincent Kelly " - e " 108,00
" - " ¥Willis Mayo " LA 135,00
" " " Qe0,V.Foote . " 40" 360,00
W w % Benj,Hollets " "~ 10" 90400 -
698,00
Stepaside Philip Brushatt " v olo" 90,00
" v " " Loes On * 10 " 40,00
hd " 8 tephen Douglas " 1 " 9.00
.o Pred Brushett LI B 46,00 |
"o Hanuel Ingpen "oo1g 180,00
GORT ' $304,00 $9075,80




10S8 0N CODRISH

SEITLEMENT NAME Loss
Brought Forwaxd

8tepaside Uontined
" L Jamea

AlL.

304 400

nagg
Pish damaged @ $1.25 ph. Qtl.23 Qtls Fisn £8.75

Loss of 8 7 /6 Damaged @ $3,00 8 7/8

Burin Bay Arm.Stewart Taylor
n " "y Brewer

CORBIN Yhemas Ryan 1%
" " Rl O0Meilly . Damgd 0 5,00 4
w " ‘Dsog‘}yiﬂl 15‘}
" w ‘ﬂ.noent Power 1
8tJawrance T,Farrell ' Sons,Damaged 700
u k| " n ) " '.I. 56
w L 4 ,kose 8.8, b
Property of G.A;Bartlett Heary Twrpin, 8
¥rs ,Pat Lundrigan 3
AA,Ziovannini 1140
" " 8.8, 45
St.Jawrenoce Patriok Aylward 1
L 3e0 Jeox 1%
x = Sylvester Slaney 1
" w Prosper Slaney 1
LA Fred Pitspatrieck 1
won Levi Pixs 1
CONT INUED,

a =

" " WM. Poote 109
L " w ]

. Pish dsmaged " $6,00 ¥ " 40
$reat Burin Jeo.Adams " 10
" * Jolhn Adams w 1
" v EiJ,Hollett Loes on Fiash

Quantity not stated,

15 Drums Pigh Damaged
SHALLOWAY, Beuj, INgpen " Bb
whale Cove Felix Rowe,

Toss damaged Fish © $2.,00 " 30

Black Dmok Cove, Fhilip Vincent " 6
Sandy Point John Martin " 2

"

"

3 Q¥ls Plsx
ll% .4 N

"

"

90.00

240,00
L]

9,00

160,00

7450

T ————

18;00
26,50

87,00
10% 425

184,75

20,00
101,25
9,00

120,06
45,00

48,60

72,00
87,00

10630 ,00
405,00

9.00
13,50
9,00
9,00

9400
8,00 °

(4)

TIDAL WAVE DISAS

AL,
$9075 .50

668,76

256,60
135,00

60,00
54,00

44,80

128425

146,00

£1.2680,00

$23442 .50
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Appendix 11

Abbreviated Pleld Log of Alan Ruffman
February 20 to March 2, 1995
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Abbreviated Fileld Log of Alan Ruffman
February 20 to March 2, 1995

Monday, February 20, 1995

sent a facsimile to Connie Power at the St. John's,
Newfoundland office of Emergency Preparedness Canada with suggested
revisions for the proposed letter of invitation to the 1929 tsunami
seminar to be held on March 2, 1995,

Tues Feb

Flew to St. John's. Canada 3000 had delayed their flight 8.5
hours supposedly on account of weather, then a further 3-hour delay
was imposed once we were on the plane. Plotted up November 1929
hindcast tidal data for Saint-Pierre. Arrived at friends' at 0545
a.m. Pebruary 22nd Irritated and exhausted.

Wednesday, February 22, 1995

Up at 1130. Rented car. Visited Newfoundland map office on
Higgins Line. Turned in Rent-a-Wreck to get a car that I could
lock. Shopped for field Items and left St. John's at 1500. Road
south from Goobies on the TCH to Marystown was often narrowed to
one lane by drifted snow from the previous day's storm. At
Marystown at 1900 it began to snow agaln and one could only follow
the fast-fading tracks of the last car and assume that he/she had
not gone off the road. Arrived at The Salt Cove Brook B&B in St.
Lawrence at 2000 quite exhausted.

T : ebruar 3 99

Set up a meeting with Mayor Wayde Rowsell of St. Lawrence for
1800. Snowing in a.m. Left about noon for reconnaissance; went
as far as Lamaline. I was first to arrive at the Town Hall Council
Chambers for the 1800 meeting. The meeting was set up as a full
council meeting with a formal presentation by me.

Attendees: Mayor Wayde Rowsell phone 873-2872
Deputy Mayor Sam Tobin (chair of Disaster Relief
Commi ttee)
Councillor Fabian Aylward (former mayor)
Councillor George Doyle
Councillor Jerome Slaney
Clerk Greg Quirke

Reviewed EPC project and its objectives. Council! members then made
16 or 17 suggestions re possible interviewees. Also made
arrangements for me to obtain a copy of their Emergency/Disaster
Plan (Anonymous, 1992) and told me of an old set of early St.
Lawrence photos hetld by the town clerk. Mayor and Council are 1.5
years Into a four-year term. The Council requested a copy of the
final report to EPC.
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Thursday., February 23, 1995 (continued)

Left a set of copies of the 1929 St. Lawrence-related newspaper
articles with Mr. Quirke for his town files. Visited Frank Pitman
in Little St. Lawrence, then back to B&B circa 2100,

Friday, February 24, 1995

Second snow storm was on in earnest by 1030. By noon the snow

had changed to freezing rain. Schools closed. Went to St.
Lawrence town hall and inspected the Albert J. Wallace Collection
of photos (Wallace, 1937-1941). He was sent to Newfoundland in

April-May 1937 by E.J. Lavino & Co. to open up the fluorspar mine.
He was in the area roughly 1937-1941. The album of circa 244
photos was donated to the town by A.J. Wallace's daughter Myrtle
Wallace Baaker on April 6, 1989.

I roughly indexed the collection and selected about 10 photos
that were probably relevant to the study and therefore worth
copying. There are no negatives and Iin general the photos are
pasted into the album.

Visited Richard Clarke in Little St. Lawrence in the late
afternoon. He Is recuperating from a badly broken leg; in very
good spirits after a long stay in hospital. He and his wife
described their recollections of the tsunaml at ages 7 and 10
respectively. Richard explained why the Tom Pike two-storey house
did not fioat off the "Point of Beach" (Shingle Point) in St.
Lawrence during the tsunami; the house frame was bolted down to a
rock-filled crib or "breast works".

Returned to B&B <circa 2000. There are effectively no
restaurants in St. Lawrence; there are two take-out shops of sorts
and one can pre-order a meal at the Oceanview Motel. Made up a
list of all the stated St. Lawrence damage cited in the 1929
newspaper accounts which I had extracted from my major compilation
(Ruffman et al/. In preparation a).

Satyrday, February 25, 1995

Spoke to Ena Farrell Edwards. She will be unable to do an
interview until Tuesday or Wednesday because of severe laryngitis.
Spoke to George Macvicar, editor of The Southern Gazette, about the
project and an interview is to be set up on Monday.

Interviewed Mr. Michael (Mick) Turpin who has always lived on
Water Street East on the east side of St. Lawrence. Interview
tasted about 30 minutes. He has a very clear memory. Tape 95-1,
Side 1.

Then interviewed Mr. Archibald (Arch) Slaney who presently
lives on Water Street West on the west side of St. Lawrence. He is
still very active but his memory is not as clear. Tape 95-1, Side
2. Vislited Burin; dinner iIn Marystown. Overwrote about 3.2
minutes of the Turpin interview when I recorded a folk song on the
'tidal wave' at Evelyn Grondin's. Polk song is sung by a Vince or
Joe Baker. Again snow in late evening = the third storm but not as
serious as others to date.
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Synday, February 26, 1995

In afternoon interviewed Mrs. Gertrude (Gertie) Turpin (née
Kelly) age 75 of Water Street East; her husband Norbert, age 81,
who iIs severely deaf was also present. Tape 95-2, Side 1. Mrs.
Turpin told me of a local history held by her niece Christina
Keating of Lawn; this turned out to be a history prepared on an
Opportunities For Youth summer project (Edwards et al., 1973).
Mrs. Turpin recalled that the tsunami had knocked over some
headstones in the "Holy Souls" cemetery on the north side of
Highway 220 (Mount Cecilla Catholic Cemetery). Mrs. Turpin's
father Tom J. Kelly was one of the men who ran with Tom Pike's
children in their arms from the Pike house out on Shingle Point.

Monday, February 27, 1995
Spoke to David Snow's EPC office in St. John's to ensure that
there would be a slide projector for the seminar. Visited St.

Lawrence town hall to arrange for copying photographs from the A.J.
Wallace album. Visited Cynthia Farrell at 12 Corporation Place who
does local photography and who has a closeup lens for copying

photos.
Talked to Levi Pike of Laurentian Avenue and his wife Mildred
was also close by; then Interviewed Levi with hls mother Emma

Blanche (Boxy) Pike (née Blagdon) who lives in the small house
behind Levi's. Tape 95-2, Side 2. Levi told me of 'the strand'
which was the sandy beach (fine sand) that once formed the 'bottom’
(north end) of St. Lawrence Harbour. This was a baymouth bar with
a pond or marsh behind it (i.e. to the north of it). 'The strand'
served as the shortcut to school on the east side {f |t was low
tide. One had to jump the brook that cut the beach. The causeway
was built in 1954. A company called Mannix did dredging to the
south of the causeway on the west side of the Harbour and the
dredge spoll was dumped north of the causeway. This area behind
the causeway was also filled with all manner of junk including
crushed cars. The soccer field in this area was not completed
until 1967.

Levi confirmed it was Tom Pike who lived in house on Shingle
Point. He recalled the wind went to the northwest the day after
the tsunami and i1t snowed. The old post office in 1929 was a
yellow two-storey house on the west side (north of the Causeway
Road now). Levi Pike recalled that the jack boat grounded up
beyond the "Holy Souls" Cemetery (Mount Cecilia Cathollic Cemetery).

Visited town hall and borrowed the A.J. Wallace photo album to
take it to Cynthia Farrell of Farrell Foto. Marked fifteen photos
to copy. Missed Leo Etchegary and Shane Dunphy at the high school.
Both may have student project material on the 1929 tsunami.

Interviewed Elizabeth Madeline Slaney (ex Quirk with no 'e'),
née Hayes, who lives on Water Street East close to Mr. Archibald
Slaney. Tape 95-2, Side 2. Mrs. Slaney is the town clerk's (Greg
Quirke's, with an 'e') mother. She lives in the Molloy house which
was moved from its location at the head of the Harbour by the 1829
tsunami. It was relocated from its grounding polnt to Its present
location by her new husband's father then she came to join Mr.
Michae!l Quirk in 1933. She never did experience the tsunami in St.
Lawrence directly; she was in Saint-Pierre at the time of the tsunami.
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Monday. February 27, 1995 (continued)

Then interviewed John Kelly, who now lives on Laurentian
Avenue. Tape 95-3, Side 1. He pointed out the Handrigan house's
present location; it had moved in the tsunami but is now in the
process of being taken down by its present owners. Had supper with
Mayor Wayde Rowsell, Edgar King, president of the Greater Lamaline
Area Development Association (GLADA), and Annie Hillier, the
executive director of GLADA, along with Bud Giovannini at the
Oceanview Motel. The last person told me that the A.A. Giovannini
mentioned in the 1929 newspaper articles was Adolph A. — Uncle Duff
(i.e. Uncle Dolph).

Then met with Kevin Pike (wife Emma) who lives on Laurentian
Avenue. Kevin was born September 29, 1930. His father was Thomas
(Tom) Pike; his mother was Aggie Pike (née Penny) from Harbour
Breton. Tom and Aggie Pike's four daughters were in the two-storey
house on Shingle Point when the tsunami came; Margurite age 6,
Dorine age 3.5, Geraldine age 2, and Jean age 7 months (as revised
in an April 25, 1995 letter = Appendix 6). Uncle Jim Shea shouted
the warning to the Pikes and each of four adults carried a child at
a dead run to safety just as the second wave arrived to inundate
the Pike house and flood over Shingle Point. Kevin said the water
went up to the top of the first storey of his parents' house.
Kevin loaned me a photo of the old family home on Shingle Point and
he agreed to copy Strauss' 1988 article.

Back at the B&B by about 2130.

Tuesdav. Pebruary 28, 1995

Visited the high school this a.m. as the fourth storm began.
Leo Etchegary still has not remembered to bring in the videotape
which his students made. Also did not get Shane Dunphy. Met
Cynthia Parrell and gave her the Kevin Pike photo to copy. Schools
were closing again.

Visited Christina Keating in Lawn in the worsening snowstorm
to collect the copy of the Edwards et &/. (19731 history of St,
Lawrence. Once back in St. Lawrence spoke to Adolph (Duff)
Handrigan at the Town Hall; he works for the town. He is a
current owner of the Handrigan house which moved in the tsunami.

Then copied the Edwards et &/. [1973] history for both myself
and for the town's files. Secretary Eileen Norman at the town hall
assisted in locating Marylin Etchegary (née Edwards) who did not
recall where their 1973 interview tapes went. Ms. Norman located
the phone numbers of Lillian Smith (née Robere) in Gander and of
Angela Drake of St. John's, the other two main co-authors of the
students' local history. I eventually was able to contact both of
them but neither recalled the location of the interview tapes.

Visited Ms. Meta Turpin the librarian in the library above the
town hall, then out into the snow. Revisited Gertrude Turpin (née
Kelly) on Water Street East and verified that the tsunami entered
the "Holy Souls" graveyard north of Highway 220 (Mount Cecilia
Catholic Cemetery).

Then visited Charlotte Turpin (née Perks) on Water Street East
who I interviewed and taped in November 1929. Mrs. (Alfred) Turpin
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Tuesday, February 28, 1995 (continued)

didn't wish me to run the tape (she was sewing) so I just took
notes.

The post office, with postmistress Sylvia Pike (Stella Hynes
was postmistress sometime after the 'tidal wave' by clrca 1937),
and the telegraph office, with telegraphist Miss Cecelia Fewer,
were in same building on the east side of Water Street West. Miss
Fewer was described as 'a hard ticket!' and as a 'great big woman'.
Charlotte Turpin's father clipped the telegraph wires as the
building started to move with the tsunami. After the tsunami the
old post office/telegraph bulilding was recovered and moved to the
upper (or west) side of Water Street West = it is a two-storey
large yellow-brown house now. The telephone building was run by
the Etchegary family and it is the blue house with the white trim
on the west side of Water Street.

Mrs. Turpin indicated that the Pat(ti) Handrigan house which
moved in the tsunami originally sat just north of the fire station
(where John O'Rourke presently has his house on Water Street East)
and that she understands that it went right up by the "Holy Souls"
graveyard near Highway 220 (Mount Cecilia Catholic Cemetery). The
jack boat grounded after one wave; it then went out on the next
wave. Charlotte Turpin saw it going out. She was told by others
that it went up to beyond the "Holy Souls" cemetery; she thinks
there were people aboard the jack boat.

Slaneyvale [Lane]l on the west side had barrels of flour
floated up into the lane. The Riverhead Road bridge went out
(north end of wWater St. W. today). This was the only road across
the river; there was no Highway 220 then. There was one couple
who lived on the west side and who were due to get married at the
Catholic Church on the east side of the harbour (Arn Flannigan and
Lizzy Quirke). They could not get across the road and washed out
bridge for their scheduled wedding. Their son Allan who is age 60+
now is still alive, on Falrview Avenue in St. Lawrence (still on
the west side of the harbour), so clearly the union eventually did
occur!

Snow changed to freezing rain. Dinner was takeaway chicken
eaten in the car out by the shore viewing Shingle Point.

Visited Ena Parrell Edwards (Mrs. Ken Edwards) on Director
Drive in the evening after I picked up the copy of the Strauss
(1988) article from Kevin Pike. No tape was used. "Miss Ena" was
born in 1922 and was 7 at the time of the tsunami. Ena recalled
that the Mike Fitzpatrick house moved near Notre Dame Street and
Water Street West. The South Coast Disaster Committee bought them
a new house which they later exchanged with Lou Etchegary Sr.

Ena has a scrapbook with 'tidal wave!' articles from 1976, 1979
and 1981 probably from The Southern Gazette, as well as an article
on 'Tidal Waves' from the Newfluor News (Anonymous, 1970) which is
virtually word-for-word the text that was included in the Edwards
et al. [1973]1 local history without a citation.

In November of 1929 the Farrell family owned a shop on Water
Street West with a fish store underneath it with casks all ready to
go to Oporto in Portugal. The tsunami flooded and spoliled them.
Between the first and second waves of the tsunami her two brothers,
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Tuesday, February 28, 1995 (continued)

Aubrey (now 20) and Howard, ran into the shop to get the money out
of the safe but in the end their bulldings did not go; they had
three fish stores which just flooded. Thelir big motorboat MIOWA
which was at anchor close behind the stores also did not tear
loose.

Ena recalls that she took the circa 1930 photo of Tom Pike's
house in Shingle Point which Kevin Pike loaned to me (but later in
a letter dated April 17, 1995 she conceded that it may not have
been her photo; Appendix 13); the person in the lower left of
this photo is Sandy Turpin, a crippled wharfinger who used a cane.
Apparently the three Glovannini brothers came from Lucca near
Florence in the late 19th century and two of them settled in St.
Lawrence (one called Gregory). The Adolph A. Giovannini cited in
one of the newspaper articles in Appendix 3 was a first-generation
Newfoundland son.

There was a cod liver oil factory on the water side of Water
Street East in 1929 opposite what is now Aylward's Mini Mart on
water Street East; it was destroyed in the tsunami. Ena recalls
'the strand! beach being well inside the present causeway.

I had to scrape off the frozen ice on the windshield after I
left Ena's. On the way home I went around by ¢ld 'Riverhead Road’
(part of water St. W. today) to check on the position of the
Fitzpatrick house as Ena had recalled It. I got back to the B&B at
circa 2100, Reached Angela Drake; she does not know the location
of the 1973 interview tapes. Did up my notes well into the next
a.m.

Wednesday, March 1, 1995

The high school was again closed for a snow storm; the fifth
storm! Left Leo Etchegary a note; left Shane Dunphy & note.™
Reached Lillian Smith in Gander; she does not recall the location
of the 1973 interview tapes. Left Christina Keating's copy of the
Edwards et &l/. [1973] town history with her uncle John and aunt
Nellie Kelly on Laurentian Avenue. Obtained a copy of the St.
Lawrence community phone directory and of parts of Rennie Slaney's
history of mining (written 1965, printed in 1975) from Greg Quirke
at the town hall.

Visited John Cusick and his wife Emma who live on Water Street
East on the east side of the harbour out near Herring Cove. His
father Stephen Cusick who was born March 18, 1918 has written a
short documentary personal story about the difflcult times in the
1920's and '30's in St. Lawrence. 1t is called Fight For Survival
(Cusick, circa 1934). Emma is in the process of rewriting it in
better English. Stephen's family lived ina small two-storey house
on the east side of Water Street West between what is now the
causeway and "Em's [Kettle's small red and white] Takeout™. 1t was
the second tsunami wave that took out and moved the Cusick house.
The first floor or bottom of their house was then badly damaged by
a collision with a wharf torn loose elsewhere in the harbour. The
top part of their house was later salvaged from the meadow north of
the bridgehead road and the family lived in it for a short while.

* Ultimately neither of these two ever got back to me.



Wednesday, March 1, 1995 (continued)

John Cusick has a probable 1929 photo taken from the east side
of the harbour looking west covering the area from Director Drive
to the north. He got it from Clem Cusick in Saint-Pierre. John
has not had it 'taken. off' so he loaned it to Cynthia Farrell to
have it taken off for me.

1 did an inventory of presently-existing business names on
shops on Water Street West and East and on Riverside Drive and put
this on the map. Then about 1330 began the difficult drive to
Marystown over the drifting and snow-covered road. Stopped for an
interview and photos at The Southern Gazette with Ms. Paula Levy."™
Left Marystown northbound at 1530. The road was fine and I was at
Goobies at 1730. There was a long detour on the TransCanada from
an accident. Got to St. John's by 2015. Stayed with friends.

Thursday, March 2, 1995

Checked at the Newfoundland Department of Natural Resources on
Higgins Line for the missing St. Lawrence sheet to the southeast of
the harbour mouth. In fact it has not ever been published. Out to
Emergency Preparedness Canada In Donovans Industrial Park and
presented a one-hour talk on the 1929 tsunami and the related
earthquake to an audience of about 15 persons. Good discussion
afterwards.

Then I went to the Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and
Labrador and located the 1929 St. Lawrence statutory declarations
as to each family's losses in the 1929 tsunami along with related
losses of salted fish etc. Ordered xeroxes of the full data set.
After a meal flew to Halifax where it took almost an hour to get
the thick, thick lce off the windshield of the car. I was home by
2200.

» Her artlicle appeared In The Southern Gazette on Tuesday, March 7
(pp. 3 and &) and was recycled in The Express of St. John's on
wednesday, July 26, 19935 (p. 22).
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Appendix 12

Transcripts of the oral history interviews with older St.
Lawrence residents familiar with aspects of the 1929 earthquake and
tsunami. Transcripts were made by Wendy Findley and edited by Alan
Ruffman. Note: the transcripts were sent to the interviewees and
only two provided any corrections.

Interviewee(s) Page
Charlotte Turpin 112
Pauline Loder 120
Michae! Joseph Turpin with his wife Philomena Turpin 136
Archibald Joseph Slaney 162
Gertrude Frances Turpin with her husband 179

Norbert Lionel Turpin

Emma Blanche Pike and her son Levi Plke 206
Elizabeth Madeline Slaney 223
John M. Kelly 235
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Transcript made
March 27, 1995
Wendy Findley

TAPE 94-7, SIDE 1, PIRST PART, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1994,
CHARLOTTE TURPIN, ST. LAWRENCE, NEWFOUNDLAND

Charlotte Turpin

family name Perks

born 1915

ralsed by her aunt and uncle Diana and David

Sianey from age 13 months when her father died

married to Alfred Turpin (now widowed)

lives on wWater Street East, St. Lawrence (CT

on front door)

-~ malling address: Box 211, St. Lawrence,
Newfoundland AOE 2VO

- {interview length: 10.75 minutes

CHARLOTTE TURPIN: ... fishery, he was a fisherman, eh?

ALAN RUFFMAN: Yeah,

CT:

AR:

CT:

AR:

CT:

AR:

CT:

AR:

CT:

AR:

CT:

AR:

CT:

And, ah, he went up [to Torontol], ah, for a holiday, the
children, they come for & hollday. There was no fish, And
when they went up, now this one over here [pointing at her
children's plctures] as she is now, she got me go to work.
And then he sent for me to go,

So he got a job and you guys stayed up there for, ah,

And I went up and I took the two youngest with me 'n' I went
up, and I went to work for Litton Systems for 10 years.

Wow.
Yeah. 1 was 55 then, can you imagine?
So you just started work at 55. That was your first ....

I knew, I knew more than what somebody was tellin' me, you
know. I worked In the cafeteria.

OK. That was your first job outside the home.
OQutside of the home.
Yeah. Yeah.

And, um, so anyway, ah, then we, he got sick then and, and
then we came home. So I'm sorry he's dead anyway.

Had he worked in the mines?

No, but you know what? There was never a doctor came here
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CT:

AR:
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wouldn't belleve that he dldn't work In the mines with his
chest, But d'you know they used to have freight come on the
wharf.

Was he smoking then? Would that be the

Oh, yeah. He smoked.

well that would be the factor, maybe, the ...

But then you know what? When the, when they had all this
stuff here, the boats used to come into the wharves. We had
a store here?

Yeah.

And they'd go over and take the freight off, you'd be there
and you'd be blinded with this, this stuff [the dust from the
fiuorspar orel.

From, from the mine.

Prom the mine, 'cause he had big heaps far over there. And,
and when lt'd be blowin! we couln't see across the harbour,

So he might've got the dust just from working.

And, and when we come home with the freight you had to wipe it
off the boxes like that [demonstrating with her handl.

Wow.

And, there's a man down the harbour had beautiful trees, and
when they put It on the roads here, it killed every tree he
had.

Oh, really!

That's really the truth.

So they put the

Old Mr. Bill 'Lay'. They put it, yes when you be goin' up the
harbour and it was blowing you would have to turn back on.

So that, you know, who knows how much other damage it might
have done? :

who knows what? That's true.

I've got that book by Leyton, ah, the book 'Dying Hard' and it
doesn't paint a very [pretty] picture.

And when the doctors came. here then to, to you Kknow,
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investigate and everything, that, ah, they sent out for him to
go in to see who didn't work in the mine, and they wouldn't
believe he didn't work iIn the mine.

And maybe he effectively did because of the dust over there.

Oh yes. Because he had asthma too, you know. That didn't
help him, yeah. But, you know, he, there was no doctor would,
they wouldn't take on insurance on 'im in Toronto, 'cause they
thought he's gonna die quick. Yet he was 82 [when he diedl],
so they lost money on him.

Yeah.
Yeah, yeah.

And, after the tidal wave, did they have much problem getting
all the, the fishery back in order for the fellas? Was there
much relief work done here?

They, they sent slow(?). Like everything else, some got it
and some didn't, you know, nearly one that didn't get it. I
had a, um, I had a plcture of the old, of the old, um, MEIGLE,
the first load that, the first load of 'spar' went out, and
the first load they brought in here.

The MEIGLE actually carried the first load of spar [fluorspar
orel?

Oh, yeah. MEIGLE, yeah.

'Cause the MEIGLE was the boat that they sent down from St.
John's, ah, on the Thursday. The word got out from Burin of
the disaster on a Thursday morning, and the MEIGLE was sent
down the Thursday night. Do you remember her coming? Do you
remember the ARGYLE coming into the harbour after the tidal
wave?

I really don't know, you know, there's

And I talked to Captain Thornhill in Fortune, and he said he
was coming down to St. Lawrence with a load of lumber, that
night.

Oh, yeah.

But you wouldn't a been paying attention to those kinds of
things.

No, no. We're tryin' to know what to doj; were we gonna
survive.

Yeah. How long did you, ah, when you, you'd taken your, your
mother or your, your aunt up the hill, how long was it before




CT:

AR:

CT:

AR:

CT:

AR:

CT:

AR:

CT:

AR:

CT:

AR:

CT:

you dared to come back to the house?

Oh, it was in the, quite early in the morning 'til we came
back, decided to come back, 'cause, like the, the whole
neighbourhood, they were all one people, eh? And I can
remember thls young fella, he's kind of a young'n, he come, he
run down, he was livin' up the hill, and he, he said "We all
got to die together now. We're goin' to die." you know? And
he went up in the, there was a big fence across, I'm tryin' to
get me poor old mother over the fence, 'fraid she's gonna be
drowned.

How did you get her over the fence then?

No. We'all got up in a cornér. When the waves went down then
we ... looking like it was backing down a bit. Yeah. But

Yeah. How high do you think the water came up, now?

I don't know really ... A man would know, you know. But was
so comical to see barrels floatin' around; went up in the
Lane, y'know, where the tide

And would that ruin the, did that ruin the flour, or did some
of those ...7

Oh, yes. The barrels, yeah.

People couldn't use the flour after it got wet.

... to the stores, see, here was the road and then this little
store was there, and then out there was the stages and the

flakes [pointing out the front window of the house to the
shoreline areal. Well, all that went.

Um hum. Were they able to salvage very much from the harbour?
No, 1 don't know what they really did that time, you know.
[Phone rang, tape was stopped until the call was completed.]
[I] worry 'bout her [the caller = her daughter, who lives next
door to the northl.

And she's retired, they're retired.

They came home retired, yeah. Yeah, She worked and he worked
and they set up, and they came home. They bought an old house
then, over there on the other side. And, um, my God, how they
go, and he does all his own work.

They're putting all the work into it.

Everything now.
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Yeah. Well, I talked to Emily Edwards from St. Lawrence, but
she was living in Lawn at the time.

Yeah, Miss Emily. She was, ah, one of the, she's the one now
that I go with to the hospitals all the time. I am a
volunteer and go to the Burin Hospital and pastorial care, and
all that?

Yeah.

So she, that's the one I go with.

And, I was thinking I might go up to see Hughle, ah, what's
his name, now? Um, Hughie Clarke is it, now?

Oh, yes, Hughle Clarke.

Where's he {ive now?

Hughie Clarke, now, lives up in the house with his 77 Levi
Malloy lived. But now, not the same house, 1t was an old
house, Ab and Annie got the house. Yeah. Lee, and he lives
up there, he boards up there with the old lady or something.

Now, how would I find that house? Just go up here to the
church, is it?

No, not up to the church.
This side of the church.

Um, you don't go out past the hall, you know, past Church
Lane.

OK.

You go over, the restaurant is right there.

The takeaway.

The takeout.

Yeah.

well then, this, not, don't pass the restaurant.

OK.

It's just, the house then, and the lane, and this house ls up
there and there's another small house there. There's the
Grady house up in the meadow there, well then, right down them
steps would be Levi's house. And that's the lane,.

That's where Hughie lives.




CT: That's where Hughle lives,

CT: ©Oh, Hughie sings.

words to any of them?
CT: No. Hughie sings 'em. I haven't.

AR: Yeah.

tell 'em ...

AR: Well, I thought I might drop over.

CT: ©Oh, that's OK, my dear.

and, hear a little bit about your experience?
CT: [laughs her agreement] No, there's a lot, lot,
of stories not told, you know.

AR: Yeah.

80-somethin' himself.

AR: Yeah.

AR: Yeah.

the relations and who they weren't.

tidal wave and saw the waves.

AR: Yeah. Have you ever heard any folksongs about the tidal wave?

AR: ©Oh, he sings some, does he? You don't, you don't know the

CT: Hughie sings ‘'em. I could phone t'see if they're there and

CT: Yeah. Well, ?7 1'll phone t'see |f he's there and tell

AR: Well, I should thank you very much for talking to me.

AR: What I plan to do is put this tape into the Archives, or maybe
the Burin, Burin Heritage House, and, would you have any
objections to other people being able to listen to this tape

'Cause I don't

think the young people know about this very much.

there's a lot

CT: My husband could tell so much stories. Now they're comin’
t'know about the, um, you know, goin' right back to your
ancestors were, you know. And, of course, ah, his father was,
ah, he, he'd say, you know, "I used t'hear me father
this." You know, he could [go] right back 'cause well he was

CT: And then, he heard his father tell stories, you know and ...

CT: Sco, ah, so he could tell some stories, and he could tell who

AR: Um hum. Well, I thank you very, very much and, ah, it's nice

to be able to talk to someone who actually experlienced the
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Oh, yes. I was tellin’' Kay about it last night and she sald,
now, I said "Why didn't you let me know when you were going
in?" She forgot about it.

This is Kay, your daughter that came to the [tsunami] talk.

Yeah. My oldest daughter. The son iIs the oldest lives here
[next door]. A

Um hum.

And Kay is my oldest daughter. Oh, yeah, 'cause we were
talkin' [about?] something to do. "Do you remember that
night?" 1 said. "It was really something." I could remember

so well where I was at when the wave took us = braildin' my
aunt's hair.

Never did finish the hairdo, 1 suppose?
No, It must be quite something.

And [to] whom were you talking about it last night? You said
you were talking about it last night.

Kay. Myself and Kay and Mrs. Priscilla. Now, they lived
under the bank down there, but the water never enter. ... just
come in around the house.

Um hum,

And squirted all up the harbour too, right up, because there
was - nothing then to keep it, because there was no causeway or
nothin’,

Yeah.

And the furor just went In straight, and then a bridge goin'
across.

Have you got any sense how far that water went up towards the
paved road? You know, the, ah, towards the school, up the
brook?

Well, ah, ah, well, up in the bottom that way? A ways you go.
That went right in, sure almost in, in past the ...

As far as the high school, do you think? Or, or as far as
the, the, the, the manor?

Oh, yes,. Yeah. Went almost into the manor. Now, Levi
Malloy, and then his sister up on the hill, and seein' this
uh, this uh, I dunno {f his mom took him, or who it was. I

was intending t'ask her today and I forgot 'bout it. She's
80, she's my age, [we went] to the school together, see?
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What's her name?

Ah, t'ls Kelly. Lotte Kelly. Lotte. Charlotte is her name,
like mine, but she, she's Lotte.

Charlotte Kelly?

Yeah.

So she, ah, she, ah, is still alive too, then?

Oh, yes and see, she was livin' down then in the house where
her, um, where her, um, where the, the house is now. But it's
an old house then, they got a new house built now. But Levi's
wife 15 still there.

Fasclinating.

Yeah. She's 86 or something but smart as anything

well, thank you very much for, for that and for the tea. I
enjoyed {t.

Oh God, a cup of the tea don't mean much.

That's great.

End of interview
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Pauline Mary Loder =
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Transcript made
March 27, 1995
Wendy Findley

SECOND PART, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1994,

LAWRENCE, NEWFOUNDLAND

family name Shea

born about May 1898

first married a Fltzpatrick from Marystown,
then a John Slaney and she has outlived her
third husband Richard Loder

location: Mount Margaret Manor, St. Lawrence
mailing address: Mount Margaret Manor,
Memorial Drive, St. Lawrence, Newfoundland
AQE 2VO

interview length: 17 minutes

Just let it run. 1I'11 sit it right there so we can

just talk to each other. But, you were living in
St. Lawrence in 19297

PAULINE LODER: Yes,

AR:

PL:

AR:

PL:

AR:

PL:

AR:

PL:

AR:

PL:

AR:

PL:

AR:

PL:

AR:

lived here all my {ife, sir.

And, I've got ...

I was born and reared here.

And I got your name as Pauline Loder.

Loder, ves.

But that wasn't

your, that wasn't your family name.

No, my family name was Shea.

Pauline Shea.

Pauline Shea.

And did you have a middle name as well?

Mary.

Pauline Mary Shea.

Pauline Mary Shea.

And where did your family live in ...7

They lived in a

The Dock.

piace called The Dock.
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Because that's where the boats, that's where the government
wharf was to?

Yes.

And that's where they, ah, always come there, and they named
it The Dock.

Now, you, you were not, you were a young lady when, when the
tidal wave came in. How old were you when the tidal wave
came?

Well. Was 1929, and now I'm 1996. Make money of that,
You're 96 years old right now.

I'm 96 years old, I'm 6 months.

So that makes you 31 years old, roughly, and 6 months. 'Cause
yesterday was the anniversary of the tidal wave.

Yes.

And, were you married by, by 19297

1 was, ah, yes, I was married. I was married very young.
And you had children probably already by then.

No, I never had no child.

OK.

No. No children.

I don't have any children. I live in Hallifax.

bon't you?

But I haven't been married as long as you have, um. And where
was ...

I, I've been married 3 times, sir.

Three times.

Yeah.

So in 1931 you were married to your first husband, were you?

Yeah. Nineteen and thir, ah, ah, I was married when I was
very young to a man named Fitzpatrick from Marystown.

OK.
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And he only lived, uh, we were only married a year and a hatlt
when he was drowned goin' across to Oporto [Portugall.

Oh, really.
In a big three-master vessel, the GENERAL KNOX.

The GENERAL KNOX was his vessel, and they were taking fish
over to Oporto?

Yes, they were takin' the fish over to, ah, Oporto, and they
would bring a load of fish over, and a load of molasses or a
toad of salt back.

And was he lost just as one'person?

Yes, just one person was lost.

He was washed overboard.

He was cook. He was cook.

And, and how

He had a, and when, when you go cook, well, you had to have
something to protect you, protect you, you had to have
something around yer walst or something, to tie on.

Yeah.

But he just had his cook apron on.

Oh, dear. And he got washed overboard.

I never, I never .... And one sea struck 'er. They had 55
kentals [quintals] of fish in 'er. And one sea struck 'er and
knocked t'er out.

Wow.

Qut on '‘er slide. And I suppose that the rest of the men
must'a clung to 'er somehow, or got to 'er, when they got on
deck, anyhow, he was gone.

Wow. And then you were married again then?

And then, about 2 years after that I married a man from here,
John Slaney.

Slaney.
And he was married, and 'is wife died, and he had, ah, his

mother lived with him. And, ah, he had 2 daughters, Lillian
and Betty.
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S0 you became a mother right away. Or were they, were they
grown-up children?

Yeah, well, I was, I was their stepmother.
Yeah.

well, ah, Lil was &4, ah, 6 years old, and Betty was 4. And I
helped t'rear them.

And did, and were they with you in 192% then, when .... Who
was living at home then, in 1929, when the tidal wave came?

You'll a speak a bit because I'm, I'm, I'm deaf in that ear!

Yeah. Who was living at home in 1929 when the tidal wave
came?

Oh, one of us, I was home with my mom,

oK.

And, 1 left to go down and drive up my cow t'milk her.

And where was your home In the harbour?

Oh, right down t'The Dock. And they were further up, see?
On the west side.

Yes. And I went down to get the cow, and when I was passin'
along by a woman's house I knew there, Mrs. Beck, the, the
road trembled under me feet.

And that's, what time of day was that now?

That was about 5 or somewhere around there, ha'past 5.

Yeah.

And, the, trembled under me feet, and I stood still, I didn't
know what was the matter.

And what happened to the cow?

No, I didn't have ‘'er then! I went, I had to go out to the
meadow for ‘er. :

You were going to get her.

So, ah, I went on a little visit and turned up to my mom's
home, see?

Yes.
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she lived just a little bit further down than we did. And I
sald, ah, "My God, Ma, Mom, what's the matter I wonder, the
road trembled under me feet, comin' down the harbour."
"syre," she said, "The, the covers shook on the stove for
here."
Yes. That'd be a

That's all the thought we give it. Didn't know nothing else
until 'bout somewhere, somewhere around 7 o'clock in the
evening.

Yeah?

The tidal wave struck.

You didn't feel any other earthquakes.

No, never felt it. That happened in the ocean.

Yeah. Well offshore.

Yeah.

And then, what happened, ah, later on in the evening?

when It come on in the evening, then the, somewhere around 7
o'clock, the tidal wave struck.

And which, what, what happened first?

My dear child. The, the sea started t'come in first, right
back to the government wharf [she means started to withdraw
seaward].

Yes.

Was in The Dock. The, dried that right out from the, in
there, right out.

Prom, from that bottom right out to the government wharf, it
dried out.

It dried right out the harbour, dried right out to the
government wharf.

Wow.

And the people were lookin' there, crazy, they went crazy.
All the ... everything went! Stages, stores, flakes, even to
the women's bread-in-rise that they put [out to sit] the night
before, [it] was in the landwash the next morning.

Really.
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Oh, my. And a boat come in, a boat come in with her or was in
there, went in, and, um, anchors out, and she went right in
where the, where the chronic care hospital {s, you know, that
big chronic care hospital now got in there?
What, the, where the U.S. military hospital was?
Chronic care.
Yeah.
Yeah.
That's the new hospital just built?

That’s.the new, that's the new one. They got all the people
in there, you know.

Now which boat was, how blig a boat was that?

Oh, just a small sailing boat, you know. Sails on 'er, that's
the one,

Do you remember the name of that boat?

She went in. No. She went in, she didn't belong t'here, she
belonged somewhere else and she [had just] come in here.

She went right up the brook, then.
Eh?
She~went right up the brook.

She, uh, she went right in the harbour, and went .... It
wasn't a brook sure. She went over everything. And went
right in, in there 'cause this was nothing but a big bat of
woods you know.

So It would've come up right past here to the hospital then

LR

And went right, right on in, towed 'er anchors, and when the
tide come In the second time she come out and went on wherever
she was goin'!

So, the first one brought ‘er in, and the second one took ‘'er
back out?

Yeah. Brought 'er back out, and she went on. And we had
people come from Salnt-Pierre in the skiffs.

Yeah.
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Comin' home. And didn't know what was wrong, and they met so
much damage, you know, some much flakes and

Do you remember who was in that skiff? Who were the family in
that skiff?

Eh?

who was the fella coming over from Saint-Plerre?

Oh, I don't know now. So many goin' to Saint-Pierre back and
forth, I didn't know who they were. But, anyhow, they, ah,
they met the boats, they met the ....

They saw all the ... the debris.

Everything comin' out. The logs and flakes and stages and so
forth.

Yeah.

And a horse,

what's the story of the horse, now?

A horse in the stable. He went out in the wave.
Yeah.

So far out. And when the tide come in, he come in again. All
right. Never hurtin' a bit,.

That horse didn't drown.

No!

Remember the name of that horse?
No, I don't.

'Cause I think I've heard Ena Farrell Edwards talk about a
horse called 'Jacko’.

Oh, that could be it.

Yeah?

well, prob'ly she put that name on it, I don’'t kﬁow. you Know.,
Yeah.

Ena gives out a lot of stuff, you know, too?

Um hum. And ...
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You take a report from her? Did you?

I, I haven't talked to her yet, but she was talking at the
meeting the other night when I had the, the, the conversation,
ah, in front of everybody.

I see. 'Cause she, she speaks at most, you know. They goes
[and] takes reports from her mostly.

Yeah. Now, d'you remember any houses that, dwelling houses
that floated off?

Eh?

Were there any dwelling houses that floated off?

Oh, yes. There was dwelling houses went. And the blg fish
store, my dear, were t'ousands and t'ousands of, ah, kentals
I'1l say in the fish store.

who owned, owned that fish store, do you remember?
Glovanninis,

Joe?

Glovannini.

The Gilovanninis owned that fish store, and they lost all their
fish.

That's ri... ah, Al [Adolph A.] Glovannini.
And whose dwelling house went and floated off?

And he lost just a, you, you were there to see that? Down on
the point of the beach, that big fish store.

Yeah.

And the, when the, the tidal wave took it, it just come up
like that, look! Of the, of the

Up under.

And went off,. Turned bottom up. Not bottom up, turned
sideways, and it took the flsh out of her after, you Know?

S0 they were able to get some of the fish out of that.

Oh, yes. They got some of the fish that went up. 'Cause by
husband worked at it.

And what happened to the telegraph station now?
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Eh?
what happened to the telegraph station and the post office.
Oh, I don't know anything 'bout the post office. 'Cause it
wasn't on ... 1t was on our side al! right, but that's where

oh, that's, I'm wrong in there, because I was standing
under the post office when we were, um, that's where a crowd
of people were standing, watched them comin' across !'the
strands', it's called.
what'!s, ah, across 'the strand'. Yeah.

Across 'the strand!.

So your, your home, your home was over at the, ah, east side
of the harbour, was it?

My home was at the west side of the harbour.
On the west side of the harbour.
handy The Dock.
OK. And you were up near 'the strand’.
And we were up, we were, went up the road, up the road.
Yeah.
Same as It comes up now.
Um hum.

Main road. And we were standin' under the post office when
the ... Mr. Thorne come across, Father Thorne's brother

OK.
Charlie.
Came across.

And the tide went out, he started to run, from the east side
to the west side.

Oh, really.
Across 'the strand', ‘'cause there was no causeway then.
Yeah.

And, ah, everyone singin' out to him to "Come on, come on."
And the sea, you heared, when it started to roar, comin’' in
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the tide?
Yeah.

You'd be surprised at how they could make such a noise. ©Oh,
my soul,

How many times did you see the sea come in?
Oh, 'bout, 'bout 3 or 4 times I saw it.

Um hum. And was the, was the, when the sea came in, was it
breaking? Was it white, white waves on the top of it?

Yes. Qutside, first when it started, but after it kinda died
down. Llike was just runnin' the big thing runnin' along, you
know, big, lot a water runnin' along.

And, and could you see the, could you see the white foam?
Yes sir, 1 saw the white foam.

And, and what sort of a night was it for, for visibility?

well, when it, when it, ah, went that died, died down was,
‘twas very good after that.

Very calm,

Yeah, very calm like that.

And was the moon out, or clear sky? Do you remember?

Ah, clear, sk... not too clear, because of the, wind was
eastern and rainin', you know, and mist stuff, it wasn't good
time.

Yeah? Whose dwelling houses floated off?

Eh?

Did you ever, did you ever Know whose dwelling houses floated
of£?

No, I never. They were goin' here and goin' there and goin'
everywhere, you didn't settle nowhere.

Um hum. And what sort of, ah, damage did it do to, ah, when
you woke up the next day, what did you see?

Oh, my dear. When you, the next morning you saw something.
People walkin' around, right around. This harbour is a 'V',
you Know?
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Yeah.
And you can walk right around it when the tide is out.
Yeah.

And, oh my, dishes and pots and pans and even the people's
bread-in-rise pans.

You saw, you saw a bread-in-rise pan?

Yeah, I saw in the, pan of dough. And he lifted it up in his
arms, some man lifted it up. "Just look what we have here."
Pan a dough with a, the house was down near the water, you
know? -

Yeah.

Terrible, terrible.

So, ah, did any people get injured? Were there any people
harmed?

No! I never heard tell of one man gettin' hurt.

Really.

And no loss of life whatsoever.

No, there were no loss of life in St. Lawrence I know of.
No. No loss of life.

That was very fortunate,

very fortunate, ’'Cause we're havin' loss of life since then,
I'm tellin' you.

I'1l bet you have, with the mines.

. loss ... with the, with the mines. Por God's sake, if you
went into the graveyard, that's the place to go.

Yeah.

Go see who went in the, in the mines.

Yeah.

Like of that. We got nothing left now.

No, It's, ah, they speak of this town belng a ...

No, no fish, no mines, no nothing. Men goin' t'school,
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children goin' t'school. Gettin' a day's work here, or s
day's work there. 1It's terrible, you know.

Yeah.
Terrible. And I don't know what they're goin' to do about it?

You have grand ..., now, Mr. Loder was your third husband
then?

Yes. Richard.

And, um, I suppose you've got, still got family in St.
Lawrence? .

Well, my family's gone, now. There was twelve of, there was
ten of us in family.

Yeah.
Ah, four brothers and six girls,
Um hum.,

And then Mom and Dad, the twelve ¢f us, They're dead for long
ago. I'm the only one left.

Well, you're 96 years old.

I only, I only have, ah, um, nieces.

Sure.

Two nieces around here and nephews, that's all,

well, I was talking to your granddaughter in the drugstore,
now.

who, Pauline?

I'm not sure I know her name. I, I went Iin the drugstore to
ask directions, and she sald that you were her grandmother.
So that must be, ah, ...

Oh, that's Betty I suppose?

I suppose {1t is,.

Is she workin' there?

She's working there tonight, yeh.

Yeah, that's Betty Bishop.
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All right. well, Betty Blishop |Is who sent me up here.
Is [t?
And it was, ah, It was Ena Parrell Edwards who suggested I
talk to you. And I thank you very, very much for having me
into your room.

Oh, well, I'm only too glad to be able to help.

What I hope to do Is put this tape into the, um, Into the
Archives at the, ah, at St., you know, either at the ...

Well, there's people now goes, goes into, um, goes into places
up in Toronto and Montreal and, ah, when they shows a tape, to
women ‘'specially, "My God, that's Aunt Pauline Loder, look!
I know sure for she belongs home."

Yes.

I'm everywhere all over the world, 'cause people comes from
all parts of the world.

well, I'm from Halifax, so, ah, not so far away.

No.

But 1'1! hope to put this tape into, ah, the Archives in St.
John's, or into the Burin Heritage House, to let the young

people listen to the story.

I got a, I got a niece's daughter in the, ah, hospital, nurse
in Halifax.

Oh really. Which hospital is she in? Probably the Victoria
General, maybe.

The Victoria I think.
Yeah.

Yeah. Royal Victoria. Her name is, ah, ah, what is her name?
Mrs. Malloy, she goes ....

All right. well, 1 was very pleased to find you in this

evening, and I thank you very, very much for having taken a
little time.

Well, sir, you're welcome. I gives a report to everyone 1
can.,

Thank you very, very much.

Any, anything that I can do to help, I does it. And they
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comes from everywhere and they sends me all kinds a glfts and
everything. And, ah, I'm very thankful for them. But I said
to a woman, person here not long ago, "The next crew comes I'm
gonna charge."

Ha, ha, ha, hal
Makes you laugh, you know?

well, I'm glad you didn't charge me, and I thank your roommate
very much for having me into the room as well.

I just passed that as a joke, you know.

Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! |

I wouldn't dream of chargin’ anything.

well, thank you very, very kindly. The, um, (tape ends)
End of first part of the interview

Loder then suggested to Alan Ruffman that she sing him a song
with a new tape in place, she did = in fact she sang two

songs.
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Transcript made
March 29, 1995
Wendy Findley

TAPE 94-7, SIDE 2, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 19394,
PAULINE LODER, ST. LAWRENCE, NEWFOUNDLAND (CONTINUED) - TWO SONGS

PAULINE LODER: Did you ever hear the song of the two orphans?
ALAN RUFPMAN: No, I don't think I know that song.
PL sings:

Two little children, a boy and a girl

Stood by the old church door

The 1ittle maid's hair was as black as the coal
And it's on the dress that she wore.

The boy's coat was faded, all tattered and torn
And tears stood In each little eye

"why don't you go home to your mother?" I said
And this was the maiden's reply.

"Mama's in heaven, they took her away

Left Jim and I all alone

we came here to sleep at the close of the day
For we have no mama nor home."

"we can't earn our bread, we're too little," she said
"Jim is 5 years, and I'm only 7

We have no-one to love us since Daddy is gone

And our darling Mama's in heaven.

Our darling went out to sea long ago

wWe walited all night on the shore

As he was a life-saving captain, you see
And he never came back any more.

Then Mama got sick and took her away
They say, to a home warm and bright

She said she would come for her children some day
And perhaps she Is coming tonight."

The sexton came early to ring the church bell
He found them beneath the snow white

The angels made room for the orphans to dwell
In Heaven with Mama that night.

AR: Isn't that nice. 1 appreciate that very, very much, Mrs.
Loder.



PL: I'll sing you a song for your Mum.
AR: All right. 1I1'll have one more, ha ha hal
PL sings:

M is for the million things she gave me

O means only that she's growin' old

T is for the tears she shed to save me and

H Is for the heart of purest gold

E Is for her eyes with love light shining

R Is right, and right she'll always be

You put them all together, they spell 'MOTHER'
The word which means the world to me.

PL: And you.
AR: Very good. Thank you very, very much.

End of the second part of the interview
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Transcript made
March 12, 1995
Wendy Findley

TAPE 95-1, SIDE 1, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1995,
MICHAEL JOSEPH TURPIN AND HIS WIFPE PHILOMENA, ST. LAWRENCE,
NEWFOUNDLAND

Michael ('Mick': also 'Mike'; he was called 'Mike' by his sister
and brother-in-law, Nellie and John Kelly)

= born August 22, 1912

— wife Philomena present in a wheelchair and on oxygen; did
not participate to any great degree
lives on Water Street East, St. Lawrence
mailing address: Water Street East, P.O. Box 651, St.
Lawrence, Newfoundland AOE 2VO0
- phone (709) 873-2537
~ interview length: 34.5 minutes

(first minute got erased in error, identifying Mr. Turpin and his
wife and the location) Mr. Turpin, who is now 82 and was 17 at the
time of the disaster, had been off cutting wood along the Corbin
Road, east of St. Lawrence and Little St. Lawrence, when the
earthquake struck on November 18, 1929,

ALAN RUFFMAN: Now, now about what time was it when you felt the
earthquake?

MICK TURPIN: Well, just as we were packin' up and leavin',

AR: So {t's just as it's getting dark.

MT: Yeah, yeah.

AR: And how long did 1t take you then to walk back that distance?

MT: Ah, I suppose about, ah, three-quarters of an hour,

AR: And so when you came back to the harbour, was the tidal wave
started?

MT: I went down to help me Aunt Kate with the cows because the
boys was all gone and her husband was in Salnt-Plerre, and me
dad, to milk the cows ‘'cause they had two or three cows,
mostly everybody had them then, you know.

AR: Uh huh.

MT: All right? (voice of Philomena in background) She's
crippled, she's in a wheelchair, had a stroke 'bout 9 year
fagol.

AR: She's managing OK though?

MT: Oh yeah.
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Good. So when you came down the harbour, had the tidal wave
started?

Just started when I went up sit down and milk the cows, and I
couldn't get a drop of milk out of them because they were
going crazy.

They had been upset by the earthquake.

Yeah. Tremblin', you know?

And that was just next door here in your family home,.

That's right.

The small house is still there.

Yeah.

And that is, what colour house is it right now?

The little small one, they cut'n down made a llttle shack out
of it, you know?

OK. (voice of Philomena in the background, "White") It was
a two-storey house,

Yeah it was.
And they cut her down.
Yeah.

And when you started looking, how did you know the tidal wave
was coming?

well, I went down and I didn't know 'til I see the water, the
sea comin' in,

And how'd It come in?

well, it come in like a, well you want to see a big swell on
the pictures.

Yeah.

Rolled in, rolled in, rolled in, you couldn't see Shingle
Point, you know, everything was covered there.

Was it a breaking wave?

No, no, It Jjust rolled in. When he got in, in, Iin a little
shoaler water he broke.
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OK, so It was not breaking when it came to Shingle Point,
No, no.
It simply rose up over,
Rose up over. Yeah. And then ....
And could you see the wharves then, or ....

No, you couldn’'t see nothing. All the flakes and stages was
goin!' and crackin' and rantin’'.

And, how, how could you see what was happening?

well, because a fine night.

The moon was out.

Yes, the moon was out was right.

oK.

Yeah, but he was, he was like, he was in a shadow or eclipse
or somethin', you know, at that time I s'pose with the bad
weather was comin' up, 'cause the next day it was a snow
storm.

That's right.

Yeah, yeah.

And how, how high do you think the water came, ah, over the
normal sea at that time?

well, 1'11 tell you now how high it come. See that rec cenire
up there?

Yes, the new one.

The new one. Well there was stages all along there right up
to the Mountlie building, stages 'n' flakes on both sides.

And this was, ah, this was open, this hadn't been filled in at
that time.

No, no. No. And, ah, there was a two-dory boat here, a

little jack boat used to call ‘em.
Yes,
And she was to her anchor, and she ended up at ....

Wait now, where was the jack boat anchored?
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Right here in the middle of harbour here,
All right, directly out front of your house then.
That's right, that's right, where you sayin' it. Yeah. And,
ah, she went in to where the St. Lawrence high school is at
now, with her two anchors out.
Oh, really?
So now that was a, a nice wave.
Now where, where did it end? We might get in the car, you
know, another time, go up and you could show me where that
ended up. But, when you say up to where the high school is,
that ....
Yeah.
Almost to ....

In on that meadow there, flat-like.

Would it go right where the parking lot is, or just to the, be
just to the eastward of the parking lot?

No, no, went straight In through, because it was all, once
comin', once it come in, see, it opened all in where the bank
is at. None of that there then you see.

Um hum. And how much do you figure that jack boat, boat drew?
What sort of water would it draw when it was floating?

well, well, not very much, a jack boat, no more than 3, & feet
I s'pose.

So, there had to be 3 or 4 feet of water in, in in the meadow
right beside the high school

Yes, it not more because, ah, she had two anchors out.

And she would have been dragging those anchors.

Yeah, oh yeah, yeah. Just the same, you Kknow, as a river.
Whose boat was that now?

God, I couldn't tell you. Someone from down around the bay
there, Rushoon somewhere.

So he was just into the harbour for a visit.

Yeah, he used to, he used to come here fishing in the Fall of
the year and then, sometimes they come from down the bay,
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Placentia Bay there, with a load of, of spruce and all that
kinda stuff for '

AR: For firewood, for

MT: For, for, for ah, for, and carts and pilers and sell it,
biltets, and black spruce for making spruce beer and
everything like that?

AR: Um hum.

MT: Eh?

AR: So he had his boat go all the way in, almost to the, the
Highway 220.

MT: It took, 1t took the people a long time to get 'er out, but
they hauled *er out; ways and blocks and tackles, you know?

AR: Um hum. So she was able to use this boat again.
MT: ©Oh yeah. Yeah.,

AR: VWow.

MT: One, one hole, a little hole was punched in 'er.*

AR: Really. And did she ... the boat ... the boat ... they didn't
used 1o name those boats?

MT: Well, I wouldn't know a name, name. Now, they used to name
them all the time.

AR: OK. Now, do you think the water went as high as the highway,
the paved road?

MT: ©Oh, Jjust & ..., went higher than that because, the boat
stopped only, only, ah, ah, 20 feet from the pavement there
that goes in around the school, by the town hall.

AR: Yes.

MT: Yeah.

AR: Let's see if we can put that on the map. I think, ah, let's

see now, here we are. OK. This is the soccer field here, and
there's the high school up there. )

= In a phone call on August 14, 1995, Mr. Turpin was certain that
this vessel had 2 persons in it and that it grounded and stayed
put. He sald It was about 35 feet long, had two masts and had
sails. He indicated that the two fellows left in their dory (or
walked ashore).
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Yeah.

And the town hall is, 1 guess that's the town hall, they don't
have everything on there.

I'd say it 'tis.

But here's the, the water would have come up that brook. What
do you call that brook, has she got a name?

Riverhead Brook.

Riverhead.

That's the name of the brook.

Riverhead Brook. And there's the meadow beside the, this is
Iggr;?gh school here and they got the parking lot, right

Yeah.

So she would have been, how close do you think she was to the
paved road, that, that jack boat?

Ah, 20 feet.
Oh really?
Yeah.

And how close would it have been to where the high school is
now? I mean, is it over that side, or closer to the brook?

No, he was, he was a little closer to the brook.
oK.

than he was to, ah, the high school.
Now they show ....

But it was all the same 1lot of ground because that went
through ..., the high road went through the ground there, see?

was there a, was the paved road there at the time?
No, no, no, just dirt road. |
There was a bit of a dirt road, no, no pavement.
And wooden bridges.

So
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Any place that had a brook.

Now where was the Government Bridge? They said the Government
Bridge went out, I read that in the newspaper. Which would
have been ...?

The Government Bridge is right across, you know, I explain it
to you the best way I can, now, and tell you the truth of it,
ah. The Government Bridge was, ah, the one that crosses the

brook there now, only cement. We used to be an old wooden one
there then, see?

So it would have been on the, what's called Highway 220.
[Note: the interviewer is confused here as to what bridge was
the 'Government Bridge' in 1929.]

Yeah.

And 1t would have been the old Highway 220 bridge.

Yeah. (volce of Philomena in the background ",.. across from
the drugstore, you know where drugstore is?")

I know where the drugstore 1s, yeah,

Across from that.

Yeah.

so it's a, um, when I say, but on, on the Highway 220. (voice
of Philomena in the background "... is that 220?") Wwell, the,
on the

well 1 ... well, I think, I think it is.

.. the road from Lawn through to, ah, Marystown.
That's right. Yeah.

So it would have been that bridge and, and is that in the same
position as it is now? Or, you know, ....

No, the main bridge now is farther out.
When you say 'farther out', ah, you mean closer to the ocean?
Yeah.

So the, the Government Bridge would have been upstream a
little bit.

Yeah.

So, as you come down the hill towards the drugstore and you're
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headling towards the hospital, the old bridge would have been
to your righthand side. We may be able to show that in the
car, but .... (Philomena's voice in background "Yeah.")

Hold on, now, let me see.

As you come down past the ....

You know the bridge that's there now? I'm going to tell you
right where he was at. You know the bridge that's there now?

Yes.

well that's where the old Government Bridge [was] because the
road used to go right around the harbour, see?

OK.
You understand that now?

It would, would come up past the RCMP, past the drugstore, and
it would go 'round the top.

No, no. No. You come up. You go along by the RCMP building.
OK, there it is right there, yeah.

Yeah.

Post office and the RCMP.

And you see that brace that's there now, we used to make turn
there and go right around the harbour, see?

Oh, OK.

See?

That's the Government Bridge.

Right. See?

Click! All right. Right near the Bank of Nova ....

Now the one inside where the, where the school is, that was
only put there lately for the children going across that brook
inside where the, where the drugstore is. [a footbridge only
across from the drugstore]

All right. So the Government Bridge in 1929 was the one near
the Bank of Nova Scotia.

Right.
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Got It. I'm gonna wrlte, I'm gonna write that right on the,
the map. Now, were there some homes that moved? Some
dwelling houses?

Well, there's a couple there in the bottom on that flat there
off of Patti Handrigan's and thelr house, named by the
Handrigan people.

No, no. I got a couple of those names written down that I, I
think I wrote them down 'cause I went through the newspaper

and 1 looked at the names that they had down. But you're
right, I think one of them was Hannington(sic].

Yes.
Ah, let's see if I've got it written down here now somewhere.

Or Malloy, or Joe Malloy had houses in there too.

Yeah. Ah, where is it now? ©Oh, I know, it's back here a
couple pages here. All right. There it is. What I found in
the newspaper was, ah, houses. Yeah, 1 got two different

stories from the newspaper. Some said there were nine homes
destroyed, others said there was eight moved and only one
destroyed. And, ah, but the names they had, Plkes, Hendrigan
Mr. Walter Pike.

Hendrigan was another one. [as spelled in the newspaper, but
Handrigan today]

Yeah.
And

But now, Walter Pike, he didn't lose his house but he lost his
store and stuff like that, and his fish, you know?

Um hum. What about this, it says Malloy was another one, and
Fitzpatrick was another one that they mentioned in the
newspaper,

Yeah.

Were those houses that moved too?

No. The Alec Pitzpatrick house didn't move. That was his
name, Alec Fitzpatrick and 'Brose [Ambrose] was two brothers.

oK.

They never moved.
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what was the Plke house that moved, or the ...?

Ah, ah, Walter Pike, there you know where Albert [Aylward] got
the ... got the Mini Mart built there now, ah?

OK.

Right there, just you cross the causeway.

All right.

See?

Sure, the causeway's right in here then?

Yeah. Because all that used to be stores and stages up there.

Even past the causeway up into the RCMP, there was stores and
stages, there was ....

Right.

There was enough water for a boat.

Yeah. Right.

All right. And, ah, ....

Same way on the west side the harbour, 'til they filled in,
see, because they filled that in and built the, the place(?)
and the soccer field, see?

And that came ... when did they build the causeway?

Oh God, ah, about, I wouldn't be able to tell you now for
sure.

Where was the telegraph office located, ah, that moved? She
went out into the harbour, I think.

I don't remember the telegram office.

They call it, the Postal, the word in the newspaper was the
Postal Telegraph Office, and it was Mrs. Fewer that used to
run that, um, that's the name they had. But It apparently

went out into the harbour. But that's not the building you
remember.

No.
That's all right. The, ah, ....

Because Mrs. Fewer, see, used to have a, a post office because
I used to get 5 dollars a month for delivering messages.
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OK, for the, for the telegraph, you'd take them around.
Yeah.
And when were you doing that?

when she want me she's put up paper in the, in the window, so
if I see the white paper up, ....

You'd go over.

I go. You were round to kill yerself then to make a cent.
Now, now, where was that, that postal telegraph office
located? Or when, when were you doing that delivery, when you
were a young man, or old ...?

Young, real young.

So that was ... that was before the tidal

way before .... Yeah, before the tidal wave. Yeah.

where was that, that postal, where was that office located?

Now I don't remember where, I believe she had it over on the
west slde of the harbour after.

After the tidal wave.

Yeah.

And.where was It when you were delivering messages?

Way down the harbour. But that never went out.

Oh, what didn't?

That was, she had apartment in Uncle Vic's[sic] house,

oK.

See?

So, whatever moved in 1929 had to be in a different location.
Right. Yeah.

And what other buildings do you remember moving?

Well, I'll tell you now, th'.was a lot of bulldings moved, so
were [the?] stages, but, ah, houses, ah, there was only a

couple there in the bottom was I know for ... moved, and that
was a Malloy man and a Handrigan.
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And I'd spell Hendrigan, I think I got from the newspaper, let
me find |t here, H-E-N-D-R-I-G-A-N. Hendrigan. [Handrigan
today]

Yeah.

So his house moved, for sure,

Yeah.

Where'd It move to07

Well It moved In over the meadows there.

Back up into the bottom.

Right ... stopped he like In breadth of that, where that boat
was at, you know.

As far as that jack boat?
Yeah.
Oh really?

Yeah. A little bit out from it, now, maybe a hundred feet or
something, you see?

Back down, um, back down towards the, ah, towards the Bank of
Nova Scotia area.

That's right.

So a hundred feet on this map is, ah, 1 to 2,500 ... so it's
somewhere In there then. So we think the Handrigan house went
into the ... did they use that house again, or, was she ...?

Oh yeah, they, they fixed it up again. The planchionlsicl (?)
and everything, you Kknow.

Now what about, where'd Malloy's house, where was |t located?
Do you remember where Handrigan's house was located to start?

Yes, it, there ... there ... somewhere around where the town
hall was now, you know, the o1d town hall, the fire department
got It now.

Oh, now, let's figure out the fire department. 1[I think, ah,
I think that's the, the flre department Is right at the
intersection, isn't 1t?

Right. (volice of Philomena i{n the background "Yeah")

So, this is the old town hall.
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Yeah.

All right, 'cause that would confuse mé. Old town hall. And,
so you think, which side of the old town hall was Mr.
Handrigan's house located?

Right on the back of it.

On the back being the, not the harbour side ....

Say the hall here now, right here on the back of it. [shows
Alan]

So we'll just put it, we'll put it, just a, I'll put it ....
20 or feet or so.

Now what I'm going to do is draw an arrow that shows it went
up to about there.

Yeah.

Now we're just plus or minus. What about Mr. Malloy's house,
he said it moved?

well, uh, must be farther back than mine, mine, mine, ... I
know for ... No, unless It iIs Joe Malloy, 'cause he had a ...
(voice of Philomena in the background "Rob(?) would know.")

what ... now what was Mr. Handrigan's house{sic] name, do you
remember his name?

John Handrigan.

It was John Handrigan. ‘cause it didn't have that in the
newspaper.

Yeah.

And what was Malloy's name, do you ever remember that?

I don't know, unless it's Joe Malloy.

Might have been Joe. So I'll put 'Joe' with a question mark.
Because now I just remember he rowing up, that brook what's
there now 'round ... towards the rec centre, that was bullt
right up in front of the post office there now. That's OK.
(uninteltigible voice in background) Right in front of the
post office now and tying onto his stage, you know,

Oh really.

... and heavin' his fish up and splittin' it.
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So that he, Malloy would have been somewhere in where the rec
centre is now.

Right, only on the east side.

On this side of the harbour?

Yeah.

so I'm just golng to put &, an approximate square here. He
would have been on the shoreward, he would have been on the
harbour side of the road, or on the upper ...7?

On the harbour side of the road.

His family home, his dwelling home.

Yeah. Because the road was widen ... widened out a bit, see?
Now

But this fellow Handrigan, he, he was in back of the fire hall
so he was, he was well away from the water.

Yeah, yeah, but it's low ground there, see?

It Is low ground, yeah. I'm going to wrlte 'Malloy' here,
just as & ... I mean ... other fellas may tell me different,
you know.

But now, perhaps the post office was there, but I don't know,
I don't remember that much about it.

Where did Malloy's house end up? Do you remember where it
ended up to?

Not very far from where, where, ah, he had it.
Farther in, or ...7
Oh yes, it went back.

And it went back to the other side, this side of the road
then.

Right.

So I'm just gonna put an arrow and, puts it into about here,
and this 1Is, I mean this 1Is approximate, obviously. So
Malloy's house moved, we think it might have been Joe Malloy,
and this fellow John Handrigan's house moved and it moved some
distance.

Yeah.
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And he ....
But not the house that's there, that's up there now, that he
died in, the poor fella, but he was livin' with his dad then
I guess, 'Twas down on the flat, where Duff Handrigan has his
house there now. You see a, a building there along side of
the RCMP only on this side of the RCMP building. That's where
they used to live then,
OK. (voice of Philomena in the background) So I, It've got
the wrong place then for the Handrigan house here. I, I've
got to, um, this Is the post office here and that's the RCMP.

Yeah. (voice of Philomena in the background "And right next
to them is Handrigans.")

So, it would have been, ah, to the north.
Yah. To the north it would be, yeah.

The first house nortih of the RCMP ls where the Handrigan house
was.

Right.

All right, 1 better ..., and, and then when they rebuilt the
house, they built i1t in behind the fire station.

That's right.

All right, so I'm gonna just change this and show {1t moving
from .... Was i{t, do you think the Handrigan house was in the
same location as it is right now?

No, he's up on a higher hill.

Now.

Yeah.

So he would have been down, closer 1o the, which side of the
road do you think it was on, the Hendrlgan house?

The east side.

It was on the east side.
The east side the road.
Not the water side.

No.

All right. Well I think we can put it in the front yard.
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Yeah.
And show it moving there. So I think we just, ah, .... Now
that, that looks like it moved from, you know, the depth |s
about 2 or 3 metres, you know, height of land, but it moved
some distance, didn't {t7?
Yeah.
But it's very flat.
Yeah, very flat.
Now what about this other one that's mentioned in the, they
talk about the Pike houses and the Fitzpatrick houses moving,
but you don't think the dwelling houses moved.
Fitzpatrick house?? (pondering]
You mentioned Walter Pike, ah
Walter Plke, hls house never moved.
Didn't move.
But I'1] tell you, he lost his store and flake because he got
hit off in the water, and when he come over the water for to
see where he was at he couldn't see 'cause there was a washin!
tub
Oh my goodness.

. half a barrel down over his head, see? He had to heave it
off. -

So he was, he was swept up In the water ...
Yeah.
but luckily didn't drown.
Right.
Boyl! So he lost his flake and his store.
Yeah.
Now where was his flake and store located, ah ...?

Well, just, ah, you know where our church lane goes up there
now.

I dontt, but 1'i11 figure it out, it's right beside the, not
beside the post office, oh it's this one here, here, it, it's



152

this one here I think, coming up to the church.

MT: Yeah. Now, just one side of the [Aylward's] Mini Mart up
there, Albert's place, they got. (voice In background,
"yeah.")

AR: So this is RCMP, that's the post office, all right. I'1l just
‘keep these things straight in my head. So it was, it would be
to the southward or the northward of the church lane?

MT: The south. The house is still there, only they got |t
repaired ... an old model house.

AR: Which colour Is that house now?

MT: White.

AR: It's a white house

MT: Snow white,

AR: ... and this is the old Albert Pike house.

MT: Yeah. Walter Pike, [corrects Alan]

(abrupt end of conversation. Gap three minutes, twelve seconds in

error as conversation overwritten by 'Tidal Wave' song recorded on

the evening of Februry 25, 1995 at Evelyn Grondin's home.)

(interview abruptly continues)

AR: ... wasn't there though?

MT: No. No, it didn't go that far.

AR: What's the Golden Age Cilub ...

MT: Because tide just rushed in, took everything with it ...

AR: Yeah.

MT: ... and then it went back again, but now I tell you, you could
walk, if you took a chance but you couldn't do it, you could
run across the other side,.

AR: You think right here ...

MT: Yeah.

AR: ... you coulda run across to the, ah,

MT: Right, to the pier.

AR: What's the big brown building that's right across here [on the
Minworth Pler].
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That's, ah, fluorspar company built that there, a few year
ago. _

So that's storage for their ore.

Yeah. (voice of Philomena in the background "Which Golden Age
Club were you talkin' about, were you talkin' Riverhead?")

Well, no, I, I'm confused. Clearly, I, I, I, there's two
different homes then, is there? The Golden Age is & senior
citizens' club. (voice of Philomena in the background "Yeah,
we goes there for a beer ...")

Yeah, that's right on the side the road.

And that's right beside the Bank of Nova Scotia.

Yeah. Right. Right.

OK. All right. So certainly the water went in there.

Oh my God, yes. If that was there then, that'il be gone.
Yeah.

You Know.

But what I'm inter....

wWell, people used to have barns in there for storing hay and
now that went too, you know.

Um hum.

Because that was all hay land at one time,

Yup.

Even out where the rec centre is now, 'til the tidal wave
come. That was a meadow there, ah, Mrs. Sylvia Pike owned it
and Uncle Vince(?) Flanny had land there. And it took the sod
and (777) tore up and carried with it.

It tore the sod off the hay field.

Yeah. Right,

And where'd it carry the sod to?

Right in, scattered but all over the place, certainly at a
time like that.

Yeah.
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And that's how they come to fill it In for to put the rec
centre there,

So it's the manor I'm thinking about, the manor's in here.

She's in by the ... that's the town hall, and I think this is
the ... well I'm not sure they got the manor on here, it was
only built .... But the manor ... the question would be, |is,

did the, did the tidal wave carry in as far as the manor?
(volce of Philomena in the background "No, Mick, did 1t?")

No, no, not in there,
OK.

No. No, definitely. Never went much farther than the town
hall in there.

The new town hall.

Yeah. Mighta went 30 or 40 feet inside of it.

OK.

Yeah.

But that's, you know, that's getting up to a fair height
there, that's up about, that's about 30 feet above sea level
right there.

Yeah.

So that's a fair height.

Yeah.

But she didn't come, you know, what I think it has a bit of a
momentum that carries it up, you know, along the low land ...

That's right.
. but she didn't necessarily come too high on the side here.
No,

would it [have] come across the East Water Road though, all
along here.

Oh that was right up, like I said, half the yard there, right
up, right up the harbour. You'd be days and couldn’'t of had
a job [gettin'] right (?) up the harbour with wreckage, you
know.

Could you, could you tak... ah, I mean, the road would have
been blocked with the wreckage.
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Ah, 'twas.

And what about on the other side, the, the West Har..., ah,
Water Street, was she blocked with wreckage?

Not that much.
She's a little higher.

Little high, 'twas way higher over there, see, and then the
wharf, you know, saved a lot of it. [(Shingle Point]

Yeah.

It took the pressure.

well, that's fascinating, ah, interesting stuff. And, I, ah,
I don't know whether there's anything else that you recall
about this tidal wave. How many waves did you see, now? When
you were stan..

Two. Two waves.

You saw two coming in here.

Yeah. One was the first one was the big one.

Um hum.

But the second one was, ah, a bit lower. 'Cause we run right
up here where our houses is when the thing come because you
could see, you know, the water was rising, apparently it was
coming.

Yeah. And what do you remember of the noise?

Oh, gee whiz. Used to rattle the covers on the stove.
That's the earthquake, you mean?

Yeah.

Or, or just the tidal wave?

No, no. Just the earthquake.

She rattlied the covers on the ....

Stove used to shiver just same as somebody was shakin' it.
Did any chimneys come down?

No, there was no chimleys come down, not now as I know for,

but, ah, we never had no ... mostly then lot of people used to
have stovepipes.
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Yeah. So they were tied up with wire, then.
Yeah.

And what about the, ah, what about the, ah, the noise of the
tidal wave?

Roar.

Like a breaking wave.

Right. Just same as you be outside hear sea breakin'.

Um hum. But she, she would roar right the way through here.

Yeah, yeah. Now, there's something I'm gonna tell you 'bout
Victor Turpin's stage, where would that be at now?

Now, Victor Turpin's stage is right, we think it's this one
right, just down in front here.

No, no, not that fella. He was called after his dad. This
is, ah, Uncle Vic.

Now I don't know where that one is, ah, ....

Ah, just down below us. (voice of Philomena in the background
"You'd have to shout ...%") Yes, that was her son's father.
(PT: "That was Alfred's father Vic.) It was a big stage, two-
storey.

I think this is Charlotte Turpin's, let me see, see if I get
this right now. I, I have to always work this out very
carefully as which house is which, but I think this has got to
be Charlotte Turpin's house right there,

Yeah.

Now, where was ...

‘Twas a peak roof house one time, but it's not now, they got
it cut down, see?

All right. Now what about, this is, this is ...

That, that, that stage, he's stage, that was right down in
front of us, on the waterfront. :

And hils name was?
Victor [Turpin). Junior, well, the old fella.

All right.
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He had a son called after hlm, see. The fellow that bought
Joe May's place there.

Just down below here.
Yeah.

So, this is the, ah, the senior, Victor Turpin Sr. we'll call
him.

Yeah.
And what about, you were gonna tell me a story about him now.

well, he come in through the harbour in & little open skiff,
him and, uh, Joe Turpin from Saint-Pierre. This is the fella,
now, I was tellin' you about that couldn't see Lawn Island up
off of Lawn.

Yeah, they think the Lawn Islands might have been covered with
this ... the tsunami.

It was covered.

oK.

'Twas covered, with that sea, see?
And so they ...

And they come down when they turned the cape, "Christ, Joe
boy" he say, "there's something wrong!" he said. "I, I said
to you say comin' down off of Lawn islands something wrong?"
because the swell was so big and open, no breakin' waves, no
wind, see? 'Twas calm.

Um hum, um hum.
1f 't had been any wind

You'd understand.

You should have lost everything with the wind, on that much
sea because |t took tops off it, see? The wind would.

So when they showed up the harbour ...

So they come in through the harbour 'mid all the stuff goin'
out through, now that's the fella that said to buddy about the
horse. So he come in and he said "God" he said "I can't get
into the stage" he said. "It's all gone, stage head and the
flakes." So he come in around where he used to have ... he
come in around a big rock what was there, and he put her up on
a little newt[sic] (?7), and everybody grabbed ahold to the
skiff and hauled her over to the stage, and that's where she
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stopped 'til he got chance to put her up.
And tell me about the horse, 'cause we wouldn't have [had] the
tape on when you were telling me about the horse. These
fellas saw the horse?
well, ah, he saw the horse with his head out through the door
and he was winker, well we called him winker, you know,
screechin' like horses do.
Um hum.

And Bob, boy, he got out through the door and swam ashore and
landed over a place called Island Rock.

Long Rock.

Istand Rock, we calls it.

on? (PT: "Island.")

Island! Rock.

Island Rock. OK. Island RocKk.

Yeah. 'Twas flat, you know?

And the horse just took off then.

Yeah, yeah.

Must have been scared.

Yeah..

Now

He had he for years after.

whose horse, whose horse did she belong to?

Tom Plke.

Tom Pike.

Thomas Pike, he was in the first World War.

And he had his barn right on the Shingle Polnt;
Right. Yeah.

Or the point of the .... And the, um, tell me about the, now

who was riding with Victor when they were coming back from
Saint-Pierre with the




MT:

AR:

MT:

AR:

MT:

AR:

MT:

AR:

MT:

AR;

MT:

AR:

MT:

AR:

MT:

AR;

MT:

AR:

MT:

AR:

MT:

159
Joe Turpin.

So it's Joe Turpin and Victor Turpin were coming back in their
open skiff.

Right.
Would it have had a motor then?
Oh yes, 8 horsepower Acadia.

So they were coming into the, ah, the harbour and met all this
debris. Did they see any houses floating then?

well, stores. There you wouldn't tell a house then, you know,
from a store because it'd be down low, 'cause people used to
have some great stores, you know, for, uh, mendin' their
twine, one thing and the other.

So Victor and Joe. Now, were they related to each other?
Ahhh, distance.

OK.

Yeah.

And were returning from Saint-Pierre. Well, I'd heard about
that before.

Did you?

And, I'm pretty sure that I was talking to one of the fellas,
um, from Grand Bank that came into this harbour shortly after
which, with a, with a, you know, fairly big boat of cargo and
they couldn't land anywhere 'cause the .... What happened to
the Government Wharf at the end of the, ah, the point of
beach?

Well that one wasn't buillt there then. But the Government
wharf then was on Shingle Point,.

At the end of Shingle Point.
Yeah. That was washed out, see?
It was.

Yeah.

So you had no way of ...

That's how the flake never come to come, all that was washed
out.
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So you had no place to land a boat then.
That's right.
How did you get, ah, supplies ashore when the

Well, you hauled ashore, you know. High water, you bring it
ashore in a dory or something.

Do you remember the MEIGLE coming in?
1 can remember the MEIGLE, ARGYLE, CLAYCLOE[sic] and PORTIA.

Now do you remember the MEIGLE, though, as being a rescue
ship?

Yeah, yeah.

what did she do for the community here, then?

Well she done a fine lot a stuff, boy, but I don't know that
much about it, but 1'11 tell you this much, though, the old
PORTIA. I can remember that the weather was so hard that you
used to come In off of Calipouse there, that big bluff head on
the east side there. And we'd go out with the hand slide and
she'd lop up along side the ice and hoist the freight out and
put it on our stide and we'd bring It In, 'cause me uncle
Victor Turpin had a business, see?

So you used the lce as the landing point in the winter times.
Right. And hauled it in on the, on the slide.

Wow. - So, what else do we, should we record then about, ah,
about this event? We certainly got the houses that moved, and
we know a bit about the stages that moved.

Yeah.

And your skiff going all the way over to the other side there
[above Doctor's Cove] ...

How are you, my son? (someone coming In. PT: Come 1In,
sir.")

wWell, we'll just say
... tape recorder.

what I'l1l ask first, though, is just make sure that's it's OK,
that you're comfortable

Bringin' groceries, something to eat, boy.
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All right. Now, you're, are, are you comfortable with me
using this for this, ah ... study?

Oh, I don't care, I don't care,

'Cause what I'd like to do

I'm only telling the truthl

well, I know you arel And what I'd like to do is, I'd like to
put the tape in the Archives at some time so other people
could listen to it. Would you mind doing that.

Well, 1 don't carel!l

'Cause what I'm gonna do is, I'm gonna make a ... I'm gonna
make a ... [transcript]

I'm used to that because, ah, I had it here with the sailors
and in the TRUXTON and POLLUX wrecks, see, I was the first guy
out at that wreck.

Oh, you were one of the fellas got down to that too, eh?
Pirst. Pirst sallor. I'm gonna show you to him now.

All right., well, I'll just stop the tape here for a minute

and, ah, I have got to figure out how to do this. I just do
(tape shut off).

End of interview
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Transcript made
March 13, 1995
Wendy Findley

TAPE 95-1, SIDE 2, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1935,
ARCHIBALD JOSEPH SLANEY, ST. LAWRENCE, NEWFOUNDLAND

Archibald Joseph Slaney = born 1912
- lives on Water Street West, St. Lawrence
— mailing address: P.O. Box 53, Water
Street West, St. Lawrence, Newfoundland
AOE 2V0
— phone (709) 873-2899
- interview length: 25.5 minutes
ALAN RUFFMAN: ... you and I can just sit here with the map, and,
ah, I'll get my pen out and we can, you, feel free
to sit down and we'll look at this as we e
well, let me start. I'm talking to, it's Arch? Or
Archibald?
ARCHIBALD SLANEY: Arch. Arch. Archibald.

AR: Arch Slaney. And what, do you have a middle name as well, Mr.
Slaney?

AS: Ah, Jack.

AR: Jack?

AS: Yeah. Joseph.

AR: S0 you are Archibald Joseph Slaney.
AS: Yes sir. That's right.

AR: And now, how old were you at the time of the tidal wave? Were
you a young man?

AS: Oh, I was only young, yeah, yeah, yeah. About 29 I'd say. 1
was born in '12.

AR: So you're the same age as my father, so you would have been
about 17 years old at the time the tidal wave came in 1929,

AS: How many? 7.

AR: Seventeen, I think. If you're born 1912,

AS: Twelve, yeah, yeah,.

AR: 50 you're 'bout 17. So you were a Young man.

AS: Yeah, yeah.
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Do you remember the tidal wave then?

well, yes I remember because, ah, we were up to a house where
they used to play cards.

At the time of the earthquake?
At the time of the tidal wave.
