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:Jage 84 - at the end of the first paragraph ADD :- There are fourteen active groups 

in William Head involving some SO - 60i. of the inmate population and a 

considerable number of citizen volunteers. 

~·age 86 - in the last paragraph lines 1 & 2 change University of Victoria to read 

Simon Fraser University. 

this change also applies to the same paragraph next to the last line. 

J age 87 - Paragraph 2 last sentence please delete in its entitity and insert 

She is now the Resident Co-ordinator at William Head Institution. 
l , , " I 

? age 89 - line 7 after . viewers . and before All proceeds please insert 

"Agatha Christie's "Ten Little Indians" was another resounding success 

in the Fall of '82, followed by a well received "Macbeth" in the Spring 

of '83. A smash hit in the Fall of '83 "One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest" 

was sold out for the last nine performances in the Institution, and with 

support from the McPherson Playhouse, Monday Magazine, the National 

Parole Board, and a lot of very hard team work, the Cuckoos Nest was 

taken to Victoria to a sell-out audience of over 800 people for a one 

night stand. A local author who teaches at the University of Victoria 

had his play "Paper Cage" put on as a world premiere and the Fall 

production of "Stalag 17" will be taken to the McPherson for two nights 

in October '84." 

Page 89- Paragraph 2 - line 8- delete the sentence beginning with "So far, the ••• 

and ending "will be shown." 
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Some said it would never be t c:.:_. :::-.ers dou "u t ed ther .: ·-·:;:: 

much to tell. But these people were wr .::-:: . :::-.:.., in nn effort to ~:-.:-;; .:?::-·.: : :,e 

heritage and mystique of one of Canada' s - ~~s : ~eautiful and tra~~~ ~ : =- - . .. .::-' 

I a · lth;tory has been unfolded with care a :::: CJ: ::: ~cration) to n·ve..1.i. :. :· ..: 

../)-and sou~/ of the land known as William ::.:~.:.: :..:-::i the people who "t-..:.·:e - !"-::~ .;ss­

ociated with the area. 

It is somewhat ironical t!1at ::-. : :~ :.:nd has been g(·ne :- .: : : :.· 

by historians even t hough it h3s ~i:ness.:~: - -~ birth and dev~i= ?-~:- : 

~~s t with all its glories and drac3s. .. : _ __ :. ..:..:7. Head has bee~ t::-:-;: 

rr.•.tch politi<.:al and social controvers y, ::- :- :-:-· : :::: ng an atmosphere .:;:-.: ··: ::: :. :.=. ;e 

which should be nurtured and preser\·ed. --- --- -==-

/ncc upit·d by buildi ngs of y<>sterye:tql , ne =: : : :·.: in a oC'autiful ~ ~ :. ·_ - .: : 
' 

: - .~ : .:m-

sent. To not recognize and protect cr.:. .: =:: ::!.:- sphere would, in ~:s.::: . . : .:an 

lnjustlcc. 

I hope you will read and mus ; :.::·:-. this history and one 

moment how much would have been lest i:: : :.:r..: hnc! it not been · .. :-:::: ~ ::. :~ r-

haps all that might have been left wo~.: - =~·;e been provocative ::-. : ·.: .:. : ~ : = aoout 

the buildings, land, and people, .3 11 •--:.:: :.:. : substance or cla:-:: :: . _._- :..: s 



<.: t>.IS~. 

rt: :n.Jrkaj:~ 

ha s pi a::::c 

1v 

: · .:. : wh i c h l•:ls hclpPd build t ilL' fpund:tl i •>tl'; o f C.tn:td .l' ; w1::-. l 

_ • o : .:'I';.' iS t O hi Vc oJ St~ n.;e Of digni ty .:JrlJ pride tO a :-.:naJl an d 

: :- '":: of land , s,J It m:1 y h e rC' cognized fn r the imp•>rl lll t ro J~: it 

~~ ~anada's history. 

Head, Social reve l opmcnt 

Andrew St. Paul - Butler 
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1\c know l etl e;ernl'll t:..:. 

lt is i:npossi ! ;t? to acknl1wledge all the individu ..1 : s ·. ::. __ ·.·=- pr •. -

vided assistance in the rreparation of this history. 1 ~o~ :~. · .: : ~~ :=~ . iike 

to thank those peop:c !n Ottaw::t, frum the l'ledical Services .:~a~ ::: : : : ~ealth 

and Welfare Canada , the uirectorate of Histo r y at Natio~al :~:.:: ~:::~=ad­

quarters , and the Public Archives of Canada, for their assis: a~2 ~ . :~~ the 

material they provided me with . On a more local level, I-...·.::.::.: ::::: to thank 

the people at the Provincial Museum and Provincial Archive s of ~ = · ~::::n Col­

umbi3, the Archives of the City of Victoria , and all the o t:-.er __ ~:e wilo 

have Jlrected me nnd provided me with tnf<lrmatlon, <.anJ i l~ t c· :-v: ,·~ ... .::::.pcci al1y 

the several National Defence historians in the Victoria area. 

Spec iul thanks must go to the employees of the Co r-r ec:. ~ . : :::. : Scrv ice 

of C:m:1d:1, to the Reference Centre of the Solicitor C:encral. t c · : .:: :,)n:-tl 

Headquarters (Pacific), and, especially to the staff o f ~il:ia~ :=~~ Instit­

ution. Again, it is difficult to single out individu<.als, '::-:.1t :-.t· . ·::, :-~ must 

go t o Andrew Butler and the social development staff for t=: -=i :- : ::.~ . 3.nt ass­

istance, and to Lisa Deakin for typing up the manuscript. 1 ~c: ~: :-e ading 

tid:-; ld!:lLPry will provide these people with a~; much enjoy~~ :1t 

enced putting it together. 
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i s ~ i; .: :-'1utus clad pc: ·.in s u);t h~s <J :·. i :-::: . ->· in,: and uniq1;'-' h ist• · '"Y• 

t ' . ._ sitL· u : ;cp 1~1 ·J! : 1 n 

: .: r ::. , we.· s t, · ru c ·. ll l .J t l:! ' :; 

; rected ~ :~ : ::-= with divers e backgro unds f r om · \ ..:- r the wo r ld . It !laS 

:'c(:>n ::at l ~ .. -= ::-. :!i.1ns paddl 0 to its shore:3 in ...: .:_; : _ : c anoes a nd Sp<Jni s h and 

Rr itish L.:. =: . c :-... •r s sail by in weatht.•red ships : :-:-;; halfway around the glohc. 

~t has 'v.'f.; ;...~: : :::..: d the area' s early s e ttlers , ... :.:.: ;-:-;ived in small paddle 

: ::.: Can<:~da' s l.1te:- immigrants , b r uc::;· : : y t:1e famous C.tn.:ld ian 

It h.1s housed Ci~ i!l~ :o:. : : .:.:ourer s , brourht hy tho s( · 

, a: c .:.i:1 e=::- = • .:- :1 :.~eir way to Fran-.:l' in ti-:.e Gr :~: ~:ar, and l ocal fisherm(n. 

- ~ ;~cial tandin& craft, to ?rot ~ c t : · <.: ;.. L'S I co.J~ t in the ::;e cund 

\-:n rl J \.'a r:. - ··.es..:' and oth<'r stor i (· :; ft'rm th l! _::: ·· r v 0f William Head. The 

: ,•11 0 \o' i :i:: . : ..i ;:..: s have tried t o ca pture sooe , :~2 event s , s hips, and 

,_ ,. r '- . The st<• r y begins 

! J ffi('~ t :- .::1Jred years ago. 

- : :-: c y~ar 159~, a Greek sail.:- r :" :- -·:--:- : :~1 :alonia name d ,\pos tolos 

·: ~t l.:-:-ian :: : = :- ~::: arne the firs t Euro pean t o :.a\· c 

\\i 11 ia~ . .:.:2..: and the area surrounding it. 

V O \'.-:l ··e ,- ~ - · e:t?lor.:ltion to the nortln .. ·est c .'3S c 

o pp~rtunity of seeing 

-~~ ;e Fuca, as he i 5 mo re 

· . :71L' rica. He is reported 



• 

t l hav~' discovered .; l: r ···-HI i:-.!et 

'.' ' \ \' :l : ~ l' • i :1 '1 s 0 i t i . ' ..; t i 1 i t. p-

day classifi ~d as an aruc r ypha: · ~ - · ·- -- · ... ... _. · - '-- ~ · 

Aft e r t!d ~ cxpL'd it inn, • • _ = ·;.: r v 1 i tt I e .1 c ti ·; i t :: a 1 on g the 

nll rthwl'st co.1st o~f :~o n h .\rwr1 .- .1 _- : : : ·, : <.: in tlw (· ightc(·nlh century . 

• p.u1 ish cxploral j o>n ~q~an in ~- ~a rl v as 

., ( . l11a n l'l' rl' l'. . 'l l ll' (, • llt•wing ~t·.J :. 

t ook possess i on of tht.• co.1gt in :: ·- <."' : . .:-:.,. · : tltt• ~p."l r, i ,;ll Crown, as f1r nnrtlt 

as )7° 20 ' latitudE'. Al t hough :-.:: :-. 

J(•,1d expedition~ t1l the north .... ·est 

st r a it of .Juan de Fuca elude d dis.::~~ve·E~. ··•ith even Captain .lames Cook 

p:1ssing it, but failin g to sight it. :-:78. 

It was not until .lu l " 0f ::- :~-. ·. ·-. .:- :1 another B:- itish captain, named 

Charles willi::~m Barkley, arr :\·ed · - : : ~ = :-.;)e rial ~i!.£l e, th.1 t t ~ 1e Strait of 

. 1 tJar. Je Fuca was found and na:::cd :: : : :::..: :- :: 5 s up J·0sed o! i scvve r~ r. B<1rklcy 

did not take the time tv cxpl c•re : ·- e 

/ that acc ompanying him on t his ·Jc :.-~fi! ...-:;.:: :-.is 17 year uld bride ~.o:ho has t he 
I 

dl~t lnctlon of being the fl.rst E•.~ : ~c;e.z.: -..· :- n ;lll to rca r h the s hores 0f what 

is n,, ,... British Cv l umh ia. 

So it was left to the 5:-. .;;-:::..::...:.::: :; :::o be t he first tv expL>re anrl 

,h.'l rt t he land 5urrounJ ing J u.::m _ _ :- ;:_.: ; .:::rait. On Feh r ua!"y Jrc! , 1790, 

Lieutenant Francisco Eliza l e~ t C · - -. ,, . .:._;.; . . • e x 1co, a:1d sail ed ncrt h t 0 ' take 

romm.1nd uf t h<' Span i sh post a:. :"' .: ~ :;u...:. . ;.; : th Elizcl were two other c ~' r.l1TkJnd -

ers, Sa lvador Fidalgo and Manue: ~·J ::.::-..=-::-= ~. and soon after thei r arri ·;al at 

~Potka on April 7th, Ellza orcer.:.: : :~.-:.;.c :w0 rnen on voyages of expl o r at i on. 

Whil e Fidalgu l1cnJcd north, ~:.!.~:--.:- u:.~~.:: tc' tltL' ~oulh, lcavln~: Nootka on 
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' · * 

· -:.~ ... 11s ~. in hur~ :-; v ! :· inJin>; ' u.1:. - · 

: ur~12r:y namt:!d t lu.· r>:-incess Rc·.- :11 . 

In 1 t: ss than ~~ lll•ltH h . t_'u ! -

b.::gun t: explore it. :)n .June 28th:-, :-:::o : :..:>d th<' ar e> a around Wi ll inrr. Head, 

"At 11: '10 , wi"·n In .1 l .tr.:· 

* which 1 nam~d 'Eliza' 

t h .~: 

in 11 f .:1: homs i 11 mud..!y s ..:·· ..: . . · _·. 1n,; ?re\· i vusl y furlo.:d 

At 2 in the afte r nqon the :..:o=~~~a t departed at my 

behe~ t with the pilot anc :=n€ ~cone pi l ot to reconn-

oitre two poin ts, Jistant :·:-:-:m :~e anchorage l and 4 

Sout!1er n \'..1:-:::o::r-=r Island 

showing Jc3~ ~ :~ca Strait 

f' 
and ~ootka . : 

l'~ddt:r Bay, named afte r Francisc -.:- :..:.: :.=.!. CotiRander at Nootka. 

-.-; -· 
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mi les r espc>nivtdy, and which .:tpparo:::>ntly fo rmed inlet s 

from the st rait. At sunset th ~ .. came h.1ck and tho: 

pilot t o ld mt that t ;;e first pvin-.. ·,.;hi•· il I named 

* ' Sa:ll. • ilPrr: ln t;d ' , made \o.'l th thl: Sl'• •nd , widt:l, I naml·J 

** t • 1 ***"2 'S.1n ~ligucl ', a finv r oarl!-.t e ..ld t,.·hir 'l I namcJ :--c lanv. 

S(".'t: ral d3ys later , he claimed t he land in tno.? na:ne of th.:: Spanish Cro\o.rn, 

1 ~·~·urdill)~ tl 'It ",\l ~ l1 1 Lhv aftcrrHh •ll I to0k P·' . ~ es .. ion, plaliL<'d Lhe Cross, 

l~t lrit•d t he hotLlt· wlth all the ot il(•r ('e rt'mt>nil'·; which the lnst:r •IC' tinns pre-

1 d d f 1 
,.3 

scri)e a~ ired repeated sautes. Fo r the na tive: peoplo:::> o f the ar c•a, 

w!u' had live d th<:re f v r hundreds 0f years ... ·it h,-.ut European cu nt<I Ct, it li ' c;t 

have been a strange s ight. 

The following year, Eliza himself was to make a voyage to this 

)area, sailing in the San Carlos and Santa Satu~~inax and)in 1792, Dionisio 

Galia no and Cayetano Valdes, sailing in the Sutil and Me xicana, sailed into 

the st ra it , t o uc hing at mar.y of the places Quimpc r had cha rt ed two years 

l·arlic r. ln 1794 , however , aft<:r several years o f t e nse r el ations, the 

l:riti::;il and Sp;mi s h signed an agreement for the joint abandonment of thl· 

!.l'll l l' rnl'nl llf :4Polka. This w;~~; to mark the l'lld <~f Sp.1nlsh ;H: tivl ty on Lilt• 

tau t· thwl'st c·o,J:-.l, :llld t he !)(•ginning ,) f British he~emony in the an:<.~ . Today, 

X 
"'littl e re:nain s to remind us of the Spanis h· in this area ezcept for some 

"' 1'\ 

p!Jct• n<.~mcs and :-:om~.: ulJ t· .1 rtln..rurk ~;, app:1n·nlly useJ for f o rtifi l.' d tion, 

which still cnn be S<'cn nro und Metchosin. 

rALI)bO * - , 
"'.)·.rri O L:o . · -#illie. • !lead, the Spanishlmean in ~: llo ly Sunday{ ',- . 

• l f j· 
..l • I I ~Y. :..ead) . 

_; * * . { t . . . • ~J.~t :Head~ Span ish:meaning Saint M1ch<1el <.· .- ~ - ..: ~ : · . 

**"' . l! .J'$1rry.~ ~~~ta nu:?d after .los~ Solano y Bute, ~l<.~rq uis d e l Socorro, a high 

rHlV.11 off ln:-r In 1 he Spanish scrvi ~c <It that 
~ . \ 
rarr y !:» 1 .:. 
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\mv r : . . 1 •• .. -. 

. . 
l o • • 

l "\.' 

II f t f ::J€ • 

resc-lut:~-:1 

.'\ . 

.. .. . \ -· .. : ;: ..,: itl 

. ;·. (' :: :- :. - -- : -:. -

. . . 
1'\0t " • . l l' 

.: - ·J~ ! : l';t r.:tl lr1 , to the Rc•c-\.'y MPun t :.jr:" . . .: .. '(·~ 

. ... t • I 

>i. ten yE a r s . :82', 

·. :-. .: . .: r :.he~ c CllOVt'nt ions, Willl;Jm Head, frum 1Hl8 :.::-: t i.: ::· ::nal 

·· : :-.e inte-rn;itional borde r in 1846 , • .. :as j oint ,\_-: .? ri c.l:: - -::. :-::.:i s h 

Tht• Orcg•lll Tcrrll••rv 

4 
h~tween 1818 and 1846. 
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Three y~:Jr~ ~1: t c r the: L' •) ;·.·:c;Jti 0~. (' ! l ··i!~ , in .n1 t:ff >rt t u increase 

IH· r .:l:Jim on the t L•rr it <' r·:, !1 r i r i ,; h fo r trading 

in the Ore gCl n Terri to r y t o t: . t Hud .-;on 's o?. ; CL'mDan y . Th~ P.oyd; lic ense uf 

18~1 ~rantl.!d tilL c ur.1p:li ty "the E::-.clusi ·: ._- F ri'. i ll'~L' Clf erod ing wiL ;l the lnd-

ian::; in all suc h parts c· f :\ortll ,\ :n ~..:r i ~a t P thv l1• · rt f1w.1r d and •.••. St\.J.:Hd of the 

/said t(!rrito ri(·<; for the pC'riod of t\.,.L' nt y- or. t· yl-.1rs".5 This 1 !ccnse, granted 

by King GeorgL· V, wus rl'newt:J onJv 17 yc.: .1r s l:itL·r when f)ueen \'lcto ria 

fro m th~ "Court at Bucking ham Palace, )f)th d.1:: " " ~lay, 1838. Bv Her 

I to 6 Majesty s C(munand • 

During the years of tht:ir mo nopoly, the HuJson's Bay Company was 

very active in the no rthwest. Presuming that the international border would 

follow the C0lumbia River from the Rockies to the coast, the company built 

:it s main 11e:~Jquarters at Fort Vancouver nn the n0rth bank of the Columbia in 

1~25 . it "-'.lS soon decided, howevt!r , that a new s ite should be found due to 

thc: hazards t o shipping on the Columbia and the uncertainty about the place-

ment o f the international boundary. Differen t areas were studied, and in 

1837 Copt ain Wl lllam ~lc ~Jeill, in the stt.:omship Beover , was s~nt to reconn-

o it re th~ southern tip o f Vancouver J sland. Chief Facto r of the Hudson 1 s 

Bay Company, John ~cLoughlin, was impressed by Captain McNeill 1 s report, and 

in 18:JY, he travelled with McNl·ill, in the I:Se;~ver, r o view wh.:Jt is now 

Victoria harbour. McLoughlin noted that "lt is a very fine harbour, ac..::-

bl "7 essible at all seasons, but it is not a place suita e to o ur purpose , 

thus temporaril y postponing the founding of a sett lement at Victoria. 

Over the following years , pressure increased to move tl1e sett le-

J 7 ment away fro:n Fort Von c ouver)( so) early in lti4 2, ~cLoughlin ordered .lame~ 

r>ou~las to make another study of ~aHitlll·fll Vnncouv<.·r lslund. I n J u 1 y of that 



·I , /t' \'all c.:.•uvcr I .; .1:1~ 'JilJ .~v u~l.1 :-. h.t:tdcJ ic h i s · :' i <: iai re oh1:-t, n: corrr~endi n ; 

t ~1~ Port o f Cam··sack, later Victoria , as the site of the n<'\•' !krmanc>nt 

Sl' t;; lement . 

In ~arch, 1843, Ooug1~s returned to ca~osack harbour, c hose a site, 

and began digg ing and clearing. Jn June lOtlt, Victoria was o ffi c ially 

n;tmL'd after tltt: reigning !Sritislt monarch . The move was a timely one, for 

on August 5th, 1846, the Oregon Boundary Treaty C'Xll' ll<.ll!d thL· British-

:\Jr.crican border olon& the 49th Pardlle.J to the :·' :Jst , where it dii:P<'d ~011t h 

to include all o f Vancouver Island in !1-ritish t e rritory. 

Also in 1846, William Head receiv L'd its present nam~. Captain 

Henry Kellett, appo inted to survey the Victoria area in the vesse l _!:l~_rald 

Jnd its sr.JLJllcr cnmpanion Pandora, is credited with naming William Head and 

!'.1rrv Ray aft. · r hh friend Rcilr i\d;dr.1l Sir \~ illinm Edward Parn: , tlK f:~mvus 

; .. !·c tic navig::1tor a nd e xpl o rer. Kcl l <' tt also n:ll!lcd Pedder P..ay , after acf', ther 

fri e nd , :md Albert Heac, ;1f ter Hi s ~~~-.yal Higitn(· s.,; Pr i nc e . .\lbert , husband o f 

•tcu·C' ll \'icto rin. 

In ~~~9 Vancouver Island became an o fficial British colony a nd, on 

l.ulll:try l 'J th, til~.· llutlson's Bay Comp~ny received the 1s1and throug h a Koy:tl 

C:hart('r of r. r :mt , with the provision thot, while the company would havC' full 

~ontrol of the i~land c olony, it would also have t o ~stablish a ~ettlPmcnt 

l ;.crc within fivL' year!-> . In Junt: of that year, \ 'ancouver IslJnd' ~ first 

independent settler, Captain Walter C. Grant, arrived and settled in So~.-· ke . 

iiis home w.1s lau:-r to be inhabited by the origin.:tl owner oi \~illiam Head. 

After t he colony was granted to the Hudson's Bay Company in 1849, 

it was "conside red necessary to c onform with the usual British practice of 

!ir!'l l':\lln~uJ shJng the prupri ·~ tari· rights of the natlv L· peoph:", before 



C:h j I f 

· -- '-:1c- Hudson ' c; ;-,., _. .. .:.:-·. ~ 

.. .. - "'": : : 1\.' \ ' i ~- t o r i. :1 , 

... .. . -- . -. - -- .... ...... ; ::-ea~i ~!': . 

.. .. .. :,_ 

: -._.,, .. , ~ t the t i :-.c of Eu r uf'·'3n con tact, 

: ... .- :.d<.l.·unJ::tynung n r ··: r 1:: 

•. • :l::; t :ir:J(' o f thL· Fnrt Victo ri<~ trea ties , 

:: r aits $,t)ish OCCupying the ::;UlJt iJ -

L'C. S t e::-:-:: : ~; (If Vancouver ~ ;: lan.:; : :;:; ~.;.Jnich, Songhet>s (or so~lgish)) some 

~.:.a~.:..l~ , .;:1d the Sooke . -:-he are a ;:: ..:.nd '"'illiam Head was occuried by the 

F i gu:--:-:- J 

i)ic;triout.:.: ·.- ·f :·ative 

I :1d i .:.n ;:--:-=--~ E c r. Suutht'n~ 

J 
\' . IIH'• 'liVl' r · - ~ ·:r1d. : 
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'Jhe Klallam, h0weve:-, h.:1d only recentl ·• in h.1hited tht..• '!etcho sin 

;:~re · J. ·:·raditil'nally, Scmc,h~es :..erritory str£>tched at lc.1st :.l s iar J~ ,\: ­

bert Head, and possibly all the way to William l!edd , with the .... esternmost 

winter village at t,.;itty's Lagoon. One Son p,hct: s intorm.1nt :; t.:ltt>d that i,l­

h<:>rt Head was the s0uthcrn boundary of the S<mghC'C!-' , with the coastline 

he:yond belonginE,; to t he Sooke. Tht- S0oke appa r.:>n~ly inha b iteJ t~1e :•letcilosin 

ar~..:~ originally, with ..1 wint e r village at the he.Jd of l'cJder ln lE·t. It w;1s 

reported that in th<· ear ly 1800 '~. the So,•kc tri be fought with the tribe 

then living :lt S<•oke, ti1~.• Skwanun glis . The ~o0kc li.,1de war on them and took 

P'H:r S0oke River at iirst, .:md i.tter Sookc l'a r hnur, thus h·aviq; the William 

lit-a d area. After mo•:ing ou t tu Sooke B.Jy, thc- Sh:anungus ,,.o(:re eventually 

annihilated by the Hakah. 

It was not until after the arri vJl nnd settl~ment of Europeans at 

Fort Victoria that the Klallaras began to inhnb'it t:1e area the Sooke had 

deserted in ~letchosin . The Klallam had ;')reviously het.'JJ ba ~;ed cHI tt1e 1\r.er­

lcul si1k of .J uan Jc Fuc.:1 St ra it , but haJ b~.• t•n in cont<h~ t with Vancouvt..•r 

Is land for many years. John ~uir, close f~iend and, lRter, in-law of the 

(1rigi na l o;..rner of William ~iL·ad, wlau had resided in So~.'ko? since 1850, rc­

l'<' rtl'O thnt the Sookc w<:rc a harJy and w.:1rlikc race and that no single tribe 

would attack them. But in 1848, the Klallam joined ~ ith two o ther tribes 

.11H.i near ly annihi l at ~:d them. Two years latt·r, lla<· Fort Victoria :- reaties 

werl! signed. 

In 1850, James Douglas signed two of the ~ine treaties with the 

1\lallam tribes in Met c hosin. The two tril>l:s wt•re th<> Kakyaakan, with a 

jh>pulation around 59 living between Point Albert (Alb..:rt Hc- .ld) and the in­

let of ~'hoyung (Pedder Bay), and the Che .... •haytsum, • . .:i t 'l a p(•pulntil)n a r c und 

177, livtnh "uL· twe('n thl' lnlL·t uf Wlll.)yun )' .1nd tilt.· l\:1y oi Syusung, known as 



lnh·t "0 lO ;,J, J: t.: l o ; : !t I s t , • 0 I -. 

paid off with 5~ b lanket s , :..·:: i:e : :"' 

lOs •. 

lef t the Witty ' s Lagoon a rea to j0::: ::~ c :1ewha y tsum at Becher- ~ .!.ofter 

;,'iJliam llcac.l was of ficially tra:1s: e:-:-::-~: ::; tl:ese treaties i nto 0

- ::::t rol o f 

0

.:.- ,_ nf the 

pl' ninsu1a as a summe r camp n? unti l :""irst World Wa r. Arcr.t:::: . . : ::::s t oday 

ltoi\'L' lnunJ thrcL' mid<.kn sit•.os .:l l • .. ; L o _ ::.:ne r 

r:1mps , dating bac k a thous.-::1c yL"a r ~ - :- ::.. :- c 0 

Once the Hud son 's Bay Cc-- ::- a:- ~ad o ff icial control o: : : = :.:>lony 

and the lanc.l, it attended to th(' r:- -:- 0: __ :.- :•f establishing a se tt. ·- -=- ~ -: .1n tiH: 

Isl and unJvr its first CovL·rn <.) r, Sir : .. -. .Jrd Blansltard, and, ai: c.· ~ · "< . 18 51 , 

its sccond Governo r, Si r Jam~s Dou~:._ ..:. ; . -:-o fulfill this obi i&.::: : :.: :: . . : :-.e 

f_!_g_: 1_r_L' __ _ 

Native Indian:: a-:.: she lt ers 

on lnd ia:1 3eac .: · .:. : V.oflliam 

He.Jd around J : ' T' .A. B.C . 

1157322) 
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l ~ • I i ~ i ! J} I •, :; ~ • 1 t • r i 1 ~ ~ • ~ ' ' ! ( ll• r .. ; [ I ) : ! I L' , ; ; }I I • : I r t J I' : I f ; l , l ~ ~ , 

· ::e ~:'_:-_.:: _:_:_'_··-- -- · · · 

:he Huds<>n' ~; f.."lv Company t\:t• years l ater, and i n lb49' 

' ... - . J:: .. 

1 r 1 ,. ..; t · t t : 

~ : I j l , ! VI t •:, : . 

: : :: <-':-t d~o• \' .: re Weir 1.1. 1 ~ ~orn in ScPtl:md in \80Y. 

ho pt> c to ~ :-:-::-: ); :lim into the sam£' pr•) (essi on . Ho· .. tJ \ ' c· r , whtm t h.: · f o unt! t !.at 

.!. t : :,c :ime o f Id s deparrurc, l!vbcrt \.-Iri r ·.:<.ts a 43 yt'ar o ld wid-

~\'t.:':'l r i1ilur\.'ll. i\Jt !tollf.h his l.'J d t>St U<lll£hll'f .Jennil ~~;J:Ti CJ the 

-1'i i :-. .' . • mit•son shortly bC'fo re hig d o..' p.:lrture ilnu rem~ined in Scotland , 

~ ' • s ix - :.:::b<: r chil d ren :1ccomr'a n ied hi.n 0 11 tih' ] nng j ourney t o \'anco uvc>r 

; s : .md. ~· :.- ~u.1rd(· d t.hl' stc;JmbNH Tri dent Jt Cr ;n t nn Pier in EJ in bur~h for 

London llfl Au gus t 11th, 1852. In London , the W~ ir s hoarded the 

at tlle East India Do cks on Aug u,; t 14th, and tuggl.! d do1.111 the 

Tha:e s =~ ~ ~ !0ll o~ing day t o Gravesend . On August 17th, the ship sailed f r om 

Grd\'e ser:~ : •ith Robert \..·eir and his s i x children, William, aged 19, John, 

~ s ..:>!:'J(.ll a, a;;L'J 1) , Hugh James, aged 14, Rv uina Helen, agL'd 12, and 
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Adam, aged 11 years. 

This t h ird voyage o f the ~orman Mo rison ha !" been ··-= L- ~ .:;)::umented. 

The cabin passengers included Kenneth NcKenzie and T- J. Skin::e ~:- ar:d their 

families, both men being engaged as bailiffs for the Puget Scunc.:: .:..~ricultural 

Company, a subsidiary of the Hudson's Bay Company. Accompanyi~~~ : hese men 

were Robert We ir, a Mr. St ewart and their families, both men e!: ::-.; ~i:ed by Mr. 

McKenzie as land stewards, and selected tradesmen and labourer ! .. ~~:h their 

families, for a total of 144 passengers on board. 

The voyage acros s was m.:lrked by many events, incl~.;~.:. :.nf generally 

poor weather. During the trip, two children were born while c-.. --.. -.: .:- t !'lers and 

one adult died. The ship rounded the Hom on November 7th, ar1c .: ::;ristmas 

and New Year were celebrated on board. On Sunday, January 16tt:. , l.S53, the 

~o rman Morison cast anchor in Royal Bay, near Victoria, and it ~ ~ rassengers 

saw Indians in their canoes for the first time. One woman on ~ ~o~rd, upon 

seeing the natives, was horrified that they were "just, just ::a.ak:c-.:!, nothing 

on them but a red or blue blanket". 
11 

The next day, Robert ·.oe L :r a:1d the 

English passengers went ashore, followed by the Scottish passe~ ng~rs the day 

after. The ship finally came into Victoria harbour on Friday, ..: ~:.ary 21st, 

1853. 

On March 8th of that year, the blorman Morison left \" :: -coria and 

returned to Gravesend where she ended her Hudson's Bay C0mpa::1:• .:~::-eer. She 

\.'as later sold for [6500 and replaced by the Princess Roval, .: ~ :- ip named 

after the seized British vessel us~d by Quimper in 1790. ~-= :-.: :-::-.an Morison 

was eventually wrecked in 1865-66 on a voyage from Australia :: .: ::tdia. 

Upon his arrival, Robert Weir began his five year :!e~~re as a 

~o;rieve or land steward for the Puget Sound Agricultural Coc;:-a~~- :;::1der Kenneth 

~kKt•nzic who operated Craigflower Farm, one of four Hudsc-n 's - hay Company 
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Figure 5 

Robert __ V.: :-e Weir 

(P.A.B. , . .:: . f~S06) 
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farms 1n the Victoria art'.l. Robert's tw0 o..> ldL~F. t S<"~n s , \..'illiam at~d .John, also 

signed on for five years as labourers, and each was t0 receive{l7 per annum 

and, if the contrncts 1.•ere f ulfilled, a pr...:miun. vf /25 value in land aL 25 

shillings per acre. 

Th~ Weir famCy's first lodgin~s were at tht' farm at Craigflower, 

but conditions were poor t lu.·rc as no accommodation h<td been prepared and some 

f11rty p<.•ople had to Uvl· communal ly in a large barn. Conditions did not im­

prove quickly and many people soon became at odds with Mr. McKenzie. His 

di.Hy notes on Frida y , '.pril 2 1st, 1853 th:1t Hobert Wr·lr and 0 thers were 

"absent with complaint to ~1r. Douglas about fvod". 
12 

The following months 

> sat,.,• the Weirs absent se'.t!r<d more timesx and,on June 2i th, J ohn ;md \Hlliam 

absconded to Sooke to stay with John Muir and his family. Less than two 

months later, on August 16th, Robert Weir and the other children j oined the 

t\.'0 eldest sons at Snoke . In the fnll of 185:3, whil t• .lohn ilild William .... l.'re 

h<."lng incarc£'r:ttl!d f o r one novnth in Victoria for breaking their tontra :· ts 

"''ith Mr. ~fcK(•nzlv, th<• 1.\l:ir::. llh.>vcd into Capt:Jin l. r .1nt's uld hor:a· in SOl>ke, a 

wl'll bu ilt log ht•usc, :.tand ing bctwc>en two high rucks, with t1w lv;•c!•d can11on 

In case of an Indian attack. 

The first Vancouver Island wedding in the Weir family Look place 

l'<~rly the next year when, on January 15th, 1854, hanns were proclaimed for 

Isabella Weir and Andrew ?-1uir, the son of John Muir from Sooke. The wedding 

took place on January 31st, with the Reverend John Stains presiding. 

In the fall of 1854, Robert Weir engaged for a year to Captain 

Edward E. Langford, a bailiff for the Puget Sound Agricultural Company's 

Colwood farm, as a shepherd for the company's newly arrived flock of sheep . 

About the same time, he decided to purchase some property from the Hudson's 

Say Company at one pound per acre. After looking around the Sooke and Burn-
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sid~ art!as, he dv , ill ec! llll s ome p rop<.• rty at i'e<.Jd~r Bay, .Jn ..l t..: . \,,:·. ,;~· er 22nd, 

1~54 , "•he n Sec ti l>n S6, ~let c hosin Oi::it ri c t wa s rc~ i s tC'rcd i n :-. i :: :-.:..::-.: ,Ro bert 

\~eir became the first owner of William He.J cl . tie pa id : o r t!-:c: ~43- : :ver a 

pcriud of 16 yL'ar s , glvln;: the last installment on O<· ce:nber ) ;s~: . :~ 70 . The 
~ 

total cost for the 120 b s of Section 56 was $56 9 .18, and c :-.~ ~ !.:-::: was 

,, fflci.1lly Crm.m granted to hfm on D<•ce111her 7th, II:S71. 

Shortly alt~r purchasing the L111u, con~truction • ·a s .' c' t· -~ on a 

ltomt· -; tcad. Tills lw11 s t', CVl'ntually call<'ll Sw:111st•.1, W.Js usL•d -~ :-; ~ : ~ :· .Jm l ly 

home u:1 til 18S9 when the main famil y home, Gordon Bush, "'as j~=-- ~ : ::-:. Section 

/J2 . Af ter 1851J) .lo hn Wl'ir Lived at Swans t'.1 until it •.:.:1 s s o ld ~ : : :-. Alfred 

Tt'nnys on Watt, Chie f ?-led ical Officer at William Head Quaran~ i ne ~ :a:ion at 

the turn u f t he century. .Just prior t o the sec0nd World \.:ar, ·.-3 s taken 

over by the Department of l~at ional Defenc e afte r a successicn : ··-7tc rs. 

During the war, it wa s us ed as sleeping quarters f o r the Head ~~~= =-:~r s Staff 

of the 5th (B.C.) Co;&st Re~iment, R.C . A. . Aft e r thC' ~.oo· .::~r, it ·A· ... , • .:.- ·•e rtl•d 

and, in the early 1950's, the house was Jemo1idwd Jfter exte:1~ :.. ;.:: dar.tn ge 

h:1d lH·en J ane to it hy van.l:lls. 

Robert Weir, 3ffcct1unately known by family and fr! c~~- s as 'The 

Laird' , w11~ :tn t•xn•l)(•llt Hlockmnn and tr11lncr of Scotch Borc~r :: lUes. He 

obtained some Southdown sheep, brought originally to Mr. La~gi : c::'s Colwood 

farm, and transferred the hornless, short - woolled sheep to t:,e m:~e suitable 

location at William Head. The sheep existed there on natura! : . :~and shel-

ter and were not fed a single bale of hay in forty years. 3y the flock 

>numbered close to SOCX ;')ndJ with the addition of a few head .:-! .:=: ~y cattle 

and almost 200 beef cattle, the total herd numbered over 1~'0 : : : 867. 

Robert Weir also seems to have been respected ~y ~~~ =~ tives , who 

n·gardcd h1m ns !-'omethinr, of a Tyee or Chit·f among the ..,.·hi:es . :. :;.:! the 
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~- : :-.is .:arne about due to th~ actions o f a lady \o·ho ~a:: -~ -=-= ; .:rl•Ss 

c :-. t : . t: ·- • .. ~ ~...an !'1vrison with Robert Weir. Mrs. Mary Ann ";)eid rt- :-. .:! :-:-:-:~.: after 

r.er r.:.: :;.; s: -~:-.:: 's death on Vancouve r lsland to become Mrs. !iary A:-::-. '." ::.:, an 

...~~:Ih.:":. :~ ;rndary midwife for the Mctchosin and Sooke area. 2 :1e ..; ~• . one of 

tl-:e :-~~.:.: :ndian men appear<:d at Mrs. Vine's home asking L .. ' r sc~e.:: : :.:::g. The 

::-.3:1 ' "' :-: ~·..;ests were so persistent that Mrs. \"ine, who was irc ni :::· ... .:. : the 

t ; :::t •. "'" :._·~ ~rl'w weary of him. ln o rd('r t o get rid of him, sh .. : :: · :t .-n~ of 

: ..... r : .::- : ::-~ns, lifted the m.:. n's l o incloth in the bac k and s::::;--1 :.- .:. :;;:ted 

:. ~e : =:-ncr to his b.:1ckside . The shocked Indian was quick t o lea:·. -:.. Several 

d3ys • .::er, some of the nat i·:es approached Robert Weir with t:-.e .::'lll;:la int 

that on: ::-f the i r men was unable to sit properly in a canoe anc ::.:.:.=:e. 

It ..-as while the \..'eirs were at Swansea at Williar:: ~en ..: : : .: : the 

iirst z~;-:c trel's in the district were planted in 18 56. S::-~ o: :-~ trc>es, 

··ri~ l · .:-. .::: :• bn•ught from Californi:1 by th..: Mu'ir L1milv in Sc.:- ~.:. :_-. st ill 

In 1859, Rot,e rt We ir acqu lr~d the 111. 5 acr0 Sectior: ~etchosin) 

from _.:~ MacGregor, and immediat ely began to build a new r.0~ · ::~=e. Gordon 

5-ush . . '"-:i it lo'cJS called, was to be Ids hom~: for the rest o i !1is ::::~ . lt 

\.·as :J ~.::.lt at what is n ow the east end of Swanwi c k Road and, u n r .; c ::-::;:"lately, 

? · ·as rie5:royed by fire on August 4th,l922. 

In the early 1860's, the second family wedding teo~ ~~ ~~=~when 

R~be~": ~ir's remaining daughter, Robina Helen, was married to ~: :~s 

rf.:>u-l:L=s Swanwick on July 15th, 1861. Sadly, five years earlier:-. :.ragedy 

~t~~~c t :he Weir family when Isabella Muir, Robina's sister. af: ! E:- ~iving 

t-ir:-: : :,:) her first child on September 12th 1856, died t ... ·o ..,·ee io;. s :~:er, on 

~.: r :.L!:elli:.er 27th . Sht! left behind her hu~:band, Andre.,.. ~uir, a :;c :-.='•-:-om 
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d~u~htcr, Isabell~ Helen Muir. 

In 1862, a r oad was constructed by the government from Victoria to 

~ktchosin, and the Bri t ish Colonist newspap~ r announced, on Dccl·rr: 'H·r lOth, 
G 

)lt162, Its opening ".1s L1r ~s ~1r. Weir's house" 13 
.1t ~·)rdon Bush. A bridle 

p.1lh continued from thC're out to Rocky Point, which \o.\15 soon op ~ned to 

wh\.•clcd traffi c . In the winter of 1868-f>lJ, the \•ll.•lrs built their own road 

from Gordon Bush to Wllli:trn Head, portions of which ar~: still discE-rnib l e 

toJay. Robert Weir first drove the road on February lst, 1869. Pr~viou ~ to 

th.1t, transport from Cordon Bush to William Head was done mostl y hy boat, or 

on foot through the woocis. 

I n 1866, the year of the colonial union of British Columbia and 

Vancouver Island, the first prize fjght to be held on the island took place 

at William Head. Because such fights were illegal in Victoria at that time, 

it could not be held in the city, so a steamer, the Emily Harris, was chart-

l'rt•d .1nd sclll'dull·J to ]('<JVl' Broderi ck's Whilrf in Vl c t(lria at 6:00a.m. on 

February 23rd. The contestants and about 130 people boarded thL: ::;teamer 

which, after several delays , headed to and anchored in Pedder Bay, opposite 

tlw Weir homestead. The people came ashore and, in a large natural amphi-

theatre just west of the house, they watched as the bout began. The fight, 

bC'twcen \.corge Haker, 5' 10" and 154 pounds, and Joe Eden, 6' and 165 pounds, 

went for 128 rounds and lasted one hour and fifty-two minutes, Eden winning 

by a knockout. It was fought by the old London ring rules and Eden report-

edly jumped over the ropes twice at the end just to show how fresh he was. 

Over the following years, the Weirs acquired several more sections 

of land, so that not long after British Columbia became Canada's sixth pro-

vince in 1871, the Weirs owned Sections 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 56 in 

Metchosin, and Section 13 in Sooke, where Robert built another house called 
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Figure 6 

The W~ir property 

and homestead in 

h 
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Mete o~1n. 
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Ardentinny . By tlwn, the amount of land totalled around 1000 <h:res, making 

th~ Weirs the largest land owners in Metchos i n . 

While they were acquiring all thi s land, Robert and h is four sons, 

~illiam, John , Hugh James and Adam, form~d a partnership t o operate th~ farm. 

i:l1Ut:rt .~as the Sl> le mnn:tt;er .:lllJ touk chargc of a . l hookke c.• ping and accvunts. 

F.1 r this he w.1~ to be paid an annu.1l sa l a ry of / 60 st •• rling. The document 

f ormalizing the partnership was signed on .January 1st, 186') at Cordon Bush 

in Mctchosin, and was witn( ·ssed by Robert Weir's son-in-l aw, ThotMS Swanwlck, 

,, .,d Ills d.&nt,ht,·r, ~h-s .. l ; lnl' .lamil'S(lll, who was out visiting from Scotland. 

During the years o[ this partnersh i p, two more deaths occurred in 

the immediate Weir family. On April 5th , 1869, the eldest Weir son, William, 

died in Victoria after a bri~ f illness, at the age of 36. Sadly , it was 

unl~· five years later when Hugh James died on February lOth, 1874, in Vic­

tPria, at 35 years of agt•. 

In 1887 , the Dominion Department of Indian Affairs at t empted to 

/purch.:1se the \\eir's land, to use as a rescrve)but the deal never came through. 

Mt<:t this, in January , 1888, thl' f;.~m ily partnership was dissolved and the 

s tock and property were divided between Robert and his two remaining sons. 

~tile Adam received Sect i on 35 , John received Section 56, which included 

William !lead. Five years lat er, the Dominion Gove rnment expropriated half 

of Section 56 to form a Quarantine Station, after having already expropr­

iated e leven acres at the tip of Wil liam Head previous to 1871, a~ a battery 

reserve. The remainder of S~ction 56 ~as sold to Dr. Alfred Tennyson Watt, 

the medical supe rvisor at the quarantine station, in 1900. 

It was shortly after the government expropriated part of William 

Head for a quarantine station that Robert de Vere Weir died at his home at 

Gordon Bush at the age of 85. ~ten he passed away, on April 2nd, 1894, he 
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f_1~~-(-' ---~ 

The W0fr family grave 

at St. ~lnry the Virgin 

~nglican Church in 

M<·tchosin. 

left behind l1is two remaining sons, John and Adam, and two rcmaininK daugh-

tcrs , Jennie Jamieson and Robina Helen Swanwick. He was buried at St. 

~lnry 's · Chun:l1 c•!rnetery in Metchosin and his obituary told how "the thriving 

15 cond ition of Met chosin is in great part due to the late Mr. Weir's energy.'' 

During his life on Vancouver Island, he was highly respected and 

actively involved in the commun ity . He served on the first church committee 

when the Church of St. Mary the Virgin was built in 1873 and was a school 

trustee from 1873 t0 1878. He was appointed as Justice of the Peace for 

Mt.'tchosin in May, 1873 and was asked to run in the provincial election of 

1871, but declined. He did, however, run in support of the government of 

m 
/ the day \•nder the Honourable George A. Walke• in the provincial election 

1\ 

o f 1875, but bath he and the government were defeated. 
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: ~ :- .Jl ::H>st ,-ony ye<~rs, 1\ohert Weir and his famil y pla y('d an !mp­

orta :: t - :- _ :.: in Ltt! history of William Head . After his death, hi s children 

co:-: tinu.:..:..:: : : hC' ..'lctivc in the arc.1, but t !t .. ·ir conn~ction with ~illiam Head 

g:-adua : ~ .· .: ~.:- 1 1:-_._..d. SomE' of Rohcrt \o.'eir' s Jc ~: ccndants stil l live in the 

\. i.: t .:- r :...:. : l ::.a today and, knoi<.'Tl t o be living in 1982 , his descendants includ­

._._; :·~· -• : · ~ .:;: -gr.J:-tdchildn· n, t e n h r L'.lt-gn'.1t -gr<tnJ ch lldren, 17 grcat-great­

g r c a~-~ =:-: - .: : l lil~ren, and five great-great-great - great-grandchildren . 

·.;::th the acqt~isi tion of sixty a cres 0 f Section 56 in MN c hosin in 

15'1 3. ·. :•Jr:dn i o n l.ovt•rnment c st ahlishcd J CjtJ.1rant i nc station .1t William 

~ea~ . . .: :s sta:io n ~as no t the first of i ts k i nJ i n Canada, or even o n the 

.,.·t.:s:: : : :.:.::. Th i? tirst c;uarantin€ regulations in Canada were pa!:'sed in the 

!irst ~~ = s ~~n o f the first Dominion Parl1ameot, with three quarantine 

s t.1::i.c:-::-.s ; :rea u :.- existing on the east coast. The quarantining of ships and 

t'~ ... · i :- :: .::: .:;c :-~gers, in o rder to contrn l the spre.1d of cnmmnnicable di Sl' .:lses, 

·· t. ..: a :::C' _ ::-:-oblt.!m on Canada's .... ·est coast as C'arly .:1 s 1872. 

•nen British Columbia became Canada's sixth province in 1871, 

-i' l;tr. t:-. :- : :::: -. g ..... 1s at rt>ady being c.1rr i~J ou t hy the city of Victori.:l. \..'hen 

the s:.: :: ?;~_c_e_ ~lfrec! arrived in Victoria the following year , it was put in 

~~-ra:-. :-. : ~--::- by t!u.· Board of llealth of the city. A ques tion of authority was 

r .d:'l' ..: . • · .... -,till· <" lty askl'd the province to help pay quarantine expenses and 

t .. ~ ~=-:: ·:.:..:c a t>lac e to hold people with cor.liTiunicable diseases, other than the 

tL ~ ;: .· :-:-::-:• jHl·~iscs at Beacon 11111. Th~ province refus ed t o hel!" .1nd, over 

t~.e :-. ~..:::x: : :en years, the city of \'ictoria continued to bear the cos t and 

re s;::c=::.~:.:-ility of quarantine on the west coast. 

It ~as not until the early 1880's that the Dominion government 

Jc-c ::. :: .: :e-.: ::-- crcntc n quarantine station on the we s t co<tst. In the parlia-
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.- · :i.·· :'is.·.11 Yt-.1 r, Jh' ~;i re h:1d been . ·host' ll .1nd no nH)JH'Y 1 .. 1d h<·cn 

.!.·..:;t;.:;t 1st, 188'3, Dr. \,'illiar~ .:ackson was ap pointed a~ t he first 

:.. _,=:.:-. .!..::: · :ua~antine Offi c er on the west coast and began wot·king out of Vic-

t . · ::-:.1. \ C."'ll rtlvcrsy haJ ,JriSC'Il In the meant im(.· ov.·r the proposed site of 

~ ~.e ~e;.; : .ar.::nt ine stat ion. Both llnr.dnion .:md Prov indal authori tics agreed 

: :: .. H : :-:~:: --:: ~ .... •ul:.l be a quaran ti n(• station , but ttw Ullminion government 

·A.1:- : cc : ~ s::u.1tt• it in Esq u imalt, while the l'rov l ncial govl.!rnml'llt ~o.'anted 

•• fu~t= :~ : c~ : a t Alh~rt Head. Although the Dominion parliamentary session 

, . 18S~ · .. ' t <-~ ~7 500 trnv;Jrds the quarantine stntion , due to thi s controversy , 

n0 s~tc: 
00 

~as ~hosen that year and only an expendi ture of $46. was made. 

T~e resident s a nd promin ent people of the Victoria area were 

~~~ inst : ~ e ~ci~a of establishing a quarantine station at Esquimalt, so close 

t .:- t:.e ::. :y :> f \ ' ictorja. The llontlu ;:able Robert Dunsrr.: Jir, clectec! H.L.J\ . for 

\.J~:li::;o ~:-: :sg~ , :.md t he ~l l' mher!;; of l'arli.1ment l<•r Vic t o r ia, also dc..:Lc-d in 

! .~...:~~ ~ :": .: :1 S!'lakcsr~are and E. Crowe Raker, were 3mong the pcoplt~ who fought 

:1.1';c . : :1e •_, ,,:n:mt inc st .1l lon <:>stahl ishcd at J\lhert llc.td . ln 1884, t he 

9 
/Jt>.: is i2:-- wa s r.Jade and,~ .July lOth, tl te Ninister of l'ublic \-larks, !lec tor 

1\ . 

L.l~~ev:: : , tclegr:J:nmcd Mess r s. Shakespeare and Baker to say he had aclo pted 

.\::.':•en =.~ad as the site for t he new quarantine station. 

0:-.cc a:.;a i n, in ll1c par lia111entary session of 1884, $7500 was alloc-

:::.:·c _. :he Do:ninlon government for the construct ion o f the quarantine 

s:ati==- 3~d, ~y September, work had been approved and started under Mr. 

c::~ r: e=: ~ayward, a local contractor. Dr . W. McNaughton-Jones was appointed 

~ed ic a.L~ Su?erintcndant at Albert Hea d and, by .January 7th , 1885, the build-

i!lgs .... ._'E:-e coopletl~ d and accepted by the Dominion governme nt agent. the Bon-

c:..ra::l ·..:= J osep h W. Trutch . A hospitnl hnd been constructed with a two storey 
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w.:.. -; 58,119.98, the f)ominit)n r,c'vc rnment nlloc-:lted anot ;: t'>r ~ : .. :::.00 :o Albert 

Ht>ad i n 1885. Purin1! that y£'ar, s hed <., oi f ices , and ::.ta :) ::. '- :: .5 ·. ,:. :-e supplied 

and the ~rnding of a road from tlae highway was he~un. 

completed, hringLH~ the t o tal cost oi establishing the .... - ... - .. -­
.;:, - ..::. ~-- .... 

: t:e road was 

: o 512,127.61. 

llowt·vt·r, l 'Vt'n \.Jill! t he t' ~ tabll:;hment c.•f t l ,~ quar .:- .:.:-.::::-. ..: !-.~Jtit, ll at 

,\l ht•rt llt•:HI, Ctllnplalnt~ lrllm tiH• !Peal populatlt>rl stiil c.: :: t. : : :-.·_cJ. As immt-

g r;.~nts passed throu~h the station, inc l udinv many la~ourc :: .:-.· .::- .:Jm tht.• Orient 

eoming t o Canad.1 t o work on the ccnstructlon of thL' C .P.~ ... : ::rplaints nrosc 

<wer the.' site of the qu.1rantine station. The J ournals c: ::- :? :1ous e of 

Commons for Apri l Sth, 1886 record that George Dutna ll an~ . :::-~rs of Met-

c hosin and Esquimalt desired "that the isolation of the Q.;:.;a::a:-::ine Hospital 

lately erected at Albert Head, Vancouver Island, be ~de ~ =ca;:ete by pro-

16 
hibiting all access thereto except by water." The nati·:ve '!:::.:liar:s were 

nlso dissatisfied with the quarantine station's situaticn . . ;s it w~ s adjac-

0nt to an Indian fishing reserve held by the Che-er-no Bar.~c ~ : Indians of 

Becher BaJ . This problem was resolved in 1892 when a buf: : e:: =one of (our 

-...: ) acr<'A wnR purchasl·d from the Indinns for $200)( in Circler ::: :• ~~e effec tively 

isolate the quarantine station. 

Early in 1889 an interesting event occurred. -:-::ne C.P . ~aviga t ion 

steamship Premier arrived in Vancouver, from Seattle, •ic=~ a smallpox case 

~n board. Vancouver's Chief Medical Officer, Dr. R. Beci: L~=gsale, boarded 

the ship to diagnose the case and ordered it back t o the ~~~anti~e stat ion 

at Albert Head. Upon arrival there, Dr . Beckingsale fcun~: ~e had to remain 

on board until the quarantine was lifted. By Janua~y l:::t, the crew and 

doctor w<.' re getting impAtient, so Captai n John O'Brien '-'t!::.o:~£·d anc hor and 

steamed the 70 miles back to Vancouver . There the local ?~lice and Fire 
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Departments tried t o prevent :he ~ .. .. ; se~:~rs from disembarking, but Dr . 

i>L• c kin~salc and t• .. w 0thcr ;"~ a sse:1.~.: ! · · - .:: s ..:ape<; hy rowboat. Thl! r cmai;,ing 

pnssengers were transicrre c! t: .:' th~ ~. ? .:=. s ::ip Islander, comm.:1nded by George 

rt.utlin , which proceeJed U· sail ·;)a .: : • .i :-: .: f.._, rth across :.arrard I nle:t, only to 

h;1vc .1ttL'IIlpts at unl0:tdi n;-. st -' ;"1 ;- ... ..: 

mcnt 's hoses. Rut lin till·n sctid !w ·. : u : ; return to Alhl~rt Head, hut, when 

he got the ship's stc.1m up, 11~ tur:-: >= - 3 :-: d quickly made for Port Moody, six 

mi lt•s from Vanc-ouver, :nr1ving the; - :: "::l e:"'ore tlw polic£>. !lc was abl~ to un­

load the passengers there, most o f .-c :: then hoarded trains bound for points 

~.:ast . 

On June 1st, 1890, Dr. \,· . ~c~i3ughton-.Jones replac ed Dr. Jackson 

as the Dominion Government Quaranc::~e Cfficer for British Columbia. That 

s ame year s.Jw the launching of t ht. .: ~rst t..,·o o f the famous Canadian Pacific 

Empress Uners. The Empres!i o f J-3.:;:.::1 and the Empress of India we>re launched 

a t Barrow-in-Furness in 1890, fol .:._ :-r. ec in 1891 by the third sister ship, 

the Empress of China. These LJxur:· li::ers stcam~d out to the Pacific Ocean 

:-~nd immediately began their recor :: : - ·: -reaking runs between Canada and th~ 

Orient. 

The H<.'cund ruund trip '-"· ·:: J~(' uf th~· Emprcs!'J of China was a trying 

one for her crew. A ere,.. member ·..:;skilled in a fall on board at Hong Kong; 

high headwinds forced her to stop =: ~hodate, Japan to take on more coal 

and, upon her arrival in Va~c 0uv ... : - : n Dec 0mber 1st, 1891, she was found to 

have a case of smallpox on ~~ard z=~ •as forced to return to the quarantine 

station at Albert Head. This was : : ~ be the first of many occasions when an 

Empress liner was held at the quaz~a~tine station, with the following year, 

perha?s, marking one of the more :erious incidents. 
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Figure 

Th1.• Empress .: : ; - : n 

docking in ~i~ : :::~a. 

( i' • :\ . B . ( • !! -t r -

.. 

triggered a smallpox epidemic that ..,;as : -::-.:c again to raise the 'JW!Stion of 

the situation of the quarantine static:: :. . :-:.ie E:npress of J apan arrived on 

May 1st, but a case of smallpox on boar·.::: •-e:J t unnoticed at first. One man 

nn hoard was later found to have th(· d:..:se.:ss.e and, from this m.'ln, a t least 19 

cases of smallpox, including three rel~~:~ =eaths, were traced in Vancouver 

:lion<' . The annu:ll r<'port of the city . :· ·::c toria for 1892 records 112 case~> 

of smallpox in the city, as well -.., 
as -- =~:~s from the disease. In total, 

t ltc British Columbia yea rbook records ::: : ..: ases in coast c ities with thirty 

deaths, which led to a general pani c a::r..: -: ~ the people. Money loss due to 

the epidemic was great, with Victoria . , : : c: paying out some $60,000. 

The effec ts of such an epi~e~::: ~ere obviously devastating. The 

British ColumbjJ government set up .:1 ::::::<:un :~tec under Chief .lustice Begbie 
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to study the cause of the smallpox epidemic and what coul~ ~e ~one to pre-

vent a re-occ urrenc<:>. At the same time, the two ML'mbcrs .~ , · ··'J :-1 f:~ment for 

Victoria, E.G. Prior, elected in 1888, and Thomas Earle, L:L~.::ed in 1889, 

pctitinned Ottawa for a new, first class quarantine static ~ ~ . a s the old 

station at Albert Head was no longer suitable. 

Eventually, local Staff Conunander Bawden was cc~.:.s s :..Jned by Couun-

ander-in-Chief, Read-Admiral Hotham, to inquire into a ne• 5::c for the 

quarantine station in conjunction with Captain Devereaux, :~~:~rintendent 

of the Dry Dock, and Mr . Gamble, of the Dominion Public ~c= :e~ =~ ?artment. 

Bawden, Devereaux, and Gamble unanimously recommended Wil::~ ::~ad for the 

new site. In 1893, within a year of the smallpox epidemic, : ~€ quarantine 

station at Albert Head was closed down. The land at Albert ~::~ .:: was trans-

ferred in 1937 to the Deportment of National Defense, anJ i s s:i J l used by 

them today. 

The acquisition of Willinm Head, however, ~o.·as ne t ;.·:. :~ .:>ut complic-

ation. By 1893, William Head, in Section 56 in Netchosin, ·A·;;.;a; ~ the hands 

of John Weir, Robert Weir's second oldest son . That year, t ~ne ~~partment of 

Public Works, under its Minister, the Honourable Joseph A. Ot..:.. :..nc:, approach­

\ ed John Weir and offered him $3000.00 for sixty acres of Sec~: :.:n 56, con-

sisting of most of William Head. Mr. Weir refused the offe= .. = ~ the matter 

was placed in the hands of the Minister of Justice, who also :-.~?~ned to be 

the Prime Minister, John Thompson. Consequently, the lnnd •~a · s ~~n exprop-

riated, passing from John Weir to Her Most Gracious Majesty _·:..::c:-. Victoria, 

for the Department of Public Works, on March 29th, 1893. A : ·4~o'ehe foot wide 

right of way was also bought, running 9,691 feet through Sec:t: : ~s 56, 37, 

and 31, belonging to the Weirs, and Sections 40 and 42, belo~~~~& to a Mrs. 

Conway, to Quarantine Lake in Section 46. This right of •ay, :.Jr a pipeline 
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f ro:~~ :~..:!lake to William Head for the quarantine stat ion's w.:1:e:- _ :;_y, cost 

s2 :,0 .:::-:Q: the Weir's and was to be the same for Mrs . Conway, ·ut ::··= :: ted be-

i •Jrc .f : c ould be fi nali zed. 

After expropriating the land, the government paid :oh~ ~!:~ the 

of :er.:re: 33000 but that, seemingly, was not enough. John \\eir t.X.:!: : :-. ..:: case 

t o :;:,;,:: :.:urt of the Exchequer, asking $8000 for the sixty acres. . :~ case 

;.·as := ::-~ on May 15th, 1894, Mr. Justice Burbidge presiding, ·.·it~- :-: -:: govern-

:Jent ' :; ~yment of $3000 being upheld. 

In the Spring of 1893, the local Dominion Public \\cr~s ::::cer 

-..·e:1t :ttawa, consulted with the appropriate authorities, a~d ~~=~ ~?prova l 

fJ r :~n~ ~ilding plans for William Head. On April 21st, i 8 91 , ~~~::: : s . Bishop 

and ~:Sh~:.Ourne and Mr. George MacFarlane secured contracts for t!":z:= ~arantine 

'· / s::ati.:Lo=.·s buildings and, on May}st, work was begun. The original :.:.i: dings 

Figure 9 

The original Quarantine 

Officer's residence, 

photographed in 1959. 
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consisted of a three-section hospital with a two storey centre huilding and 

two one-storey wings holding 15 to ~0 beds each, sJtunt<'d in the centre of 

the property; a first class p:1sscnger shelter house, holdinr, ahout eighty 

people, situated three or four hundred yards west of the hospital; Japanese 

and Chinese shelter houses, the same distance to the east of the hospital, 

with the Japanese building holding over two hundred, and the Chinese building 

holding over six hundred passengers; the disinfecting building, at the end of 

the wharf, with an annex for a fifty horsepower hailer and a m:-1in house build­

ing holding a super-heated steam chamber for disinfecting; and the quarantine 

officer's residence at the southwest end of the property. The total expend­

iture for this construction was $29,539.10. Along with the buildings were 

erected a ten foot fence at the edge of the property, a six foot fence to 

s e parate the oriental pas~engers from the other people, a water supply pipe, 

l\..'O wells, and the wharf. 

Figure 10 

The original hospital, later 

the second class passengers' 

uhclLcr house. (1959). 
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I 
The wharf itself W.]S qultc on nccomplishmc11l fur ill> time. When 

I fln1sh(•tl, It was 480 feet long nntl 40 feet wide, with a 320 foot nppronch to 

the south, leading to the hospital and first class passenger shelter house, 

and anotrcr leading north to the disinfecting apparatus and Chinese and .lap-

anese shelter houses. The piles, which were 75 to 80 feet long and driven to 

rock bottom, were covered with over 20,000 sheets of copper to protect them 

from teredos, a kind of underwat er termite. Mr. William Lorimer, the super-

intendent of construction, said it was the "finest wooden structure of this 

' 
':> 17 kind on the coast." The dredge Mudlark was engaged for 99 days for $2088}\) 

clearing a 42 foot depth of water at the outer end of the wharf ~nd a shoal 

32 feet deep at the inner end, apparently deep enough for "any ships afloat, 

18 sail or steam . " It had two slips for baggage and freight, and was double 

braced in front and single braced at the back. There was a small railway on 

Figure 11 

The original first class 

passengers' shelter house 

(1959). 
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top wtrh h;lnd truckfl on 1t to t.1k .:-:· ·:...: ~ga~:w nnd pns~wn g.· r R' cffc·ct11 to tlu> 

disinfecting house at the east e~== :: the wharf. The t racks led into the 

steam chamber, built by Alhion Ir :- :::-. ·~ri<s in V1ctorin , where the iron doors 

cou ld be closed, bolted, and the 5: ; .:::rr. turned on. A dioxide blast off the 

ship Earle, the quarantine vessel =~= the stat.ion, ~.las also placed on a move­

able truck on the wharf for furni~aa:::= purposes. The total cost 0f th~ 

wharf, under contract to }lr. J. :...~=-=...--:::,was $24,605 .71. 

By the end of 1893, the ~...l::antine station had hot and cold runn­

ing '"ater and reliable sewage. E..L..3::-::: in 1894, the buildings and wharf were 

completed, a cottage was built for ~ :~c caretaker, and a stable, coalshed, 

ami other additions were con5truct ::?::: ::> finish off the station. With the 

."lddit ion of detention huildings a:;::.: .J telephone line from Victoria in 1895, 

the William Head Quarantine Statio::l:: ·.;a s in full operation. 

Figurze 12 

The origi~: :apanese 

shelter ho~~sc. (1959). 
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Ope rat ion of the qua rant fne stat ion cont inu~ nor::-m<..: 1 :·· over the 

folltJWing years as many ships entering C;mnda were insj)ccted a:-~d all ships 

-ith disease on board were detained at William Head. Pr. ~c~~a~~~ton-Jones 

had moved jnto the quarantine station at the end of 1893 a"d . . -..::::le he was 

:'iedical Superintendent there, renovation and constructic :l co::r.t~·..;ed with var­

ious works, including a road into Victoria. In 1896, cr . ~c=~~a~~~tvn-Jones 

was replaced by Dr . George H. Duncan, the old Health Officer :~r ~ictoria. 

He in turn was replaced in 1897 by Dr . Alfred Tennyson ~att, ·~~~as tore­

main as Medical Superintendent until 1913 . 

In his first year in that position, Dr. Watt •as : : ac~ with a ser­

ious problem of overcrowding. The Elll_P.ress _of China arrived :: ~: ;;nliam Head 

in late April, 1897 with an infected passenger on board. Alt=n~~g~ there was 

: 1 qucHLion of whether the mnn had chicken-pox, n non-d,,ngcrou s :; disease, or 

Figure 13 

Bunk frames inside the 

original Chinese shelter 

house . (1959). 
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S111allpox, Ur. Watt t0ok no chances t :,c ship w.,s held despit e crowds walt-

some o f the passcng~ rs, a~ al;..cs: a :'"vu~nd pC'oplc werC' de tained and moved 

a .s horC', iw: luding seventy fir s t c:<>s =: ?asscngers. The staff and equipment at 

William Head, however, were ins~~~!c ~~~~t to handle a group of that size. Dr. 

Watt put out an urgent call to C: taw~a ~or expansion of the facilities, which 

began shortly thereafter. The fol l o ~~~=g yenr a second wharf, 118 feet long 

and 40 feet wide, was built for t~e ~·.:.arantine vessel Earle, as it was unable 

to dock when the main wharf ~as ccc~=;~:d. 

With the new wharf an= ot ~~: additions, work continued at the 

quarantine station into a new cer:::.1r7 ·: . By 1906, the steamer Earle had been 

disposed of and replaced by t he r:ew : =o t steamer Madge. The quarantine 

~>latlon, with the passage of new :->om:.:::!on government legislation, also rc-

ceived the responsibility, in 19~5, =:caring for the lepers on Canada's 

wL·st coast, housed a~ 0' !lrcy lsla:1d. 

On June 26th, 1906, Ro:;al ~se::1t was given ... o federal legislation 

entitled 'A Bill Respecting Lepro s y' . :ri::~ging all lepers in Canada under the 

ca re of the Dominion government. Pr::~ous to the Leprosy Act of 1906, there 

was no official legislation regardin~ ; :e?rosy, a much feared and much mis-

understood disease at the time. ~edi~:2l 

j ~ •.;as best t-.> isolate leprosy pat ie:tts s:>, 

authorities at that'time thought it 
0 

in 1844, Canada's fir s t lazarett~ or 
1\ 

leprosarium was estab li~hed at 7racac~~e. ~~w Brunswick. The west coast of 

Canada, however, did not have a : c ?er · :c lc"lY tJntil 1891, when the city of 

V1ctPr1a csLablishcd unc on D'.\r.:y LH ~a:ld . 

Lying in Haro Strait, ~ ust : east of Saanich Peninsula, the 200 acre 

IJ 'Arcy Island was named by Captai:::1 ;; ..,,::?C'!'ge llenry Richard A in 1858 while on a 

surveying expedition in the ste4:~locc ; Plumper. He named the island after 
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Figure 14 

William Head Quarantine 

Slotlon at the turn of 

the century . The steamer 

Earle is docked at the 

small wharf. (P . A.B.C. 

#57998) . 
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Lieutenant John D'Arcy who was mate on the HerE_ld in 1846 when the ;: ":i;>'s 

cvmH1andcr, CapUlin t<C'lletl, nnmL·J William llt•ad. On ~by )1:-H, 18'j i ::.c llu;1rd 

nr lll'allh of thC' clt y of Victoria l'~~tnhlishcd rtvc Chlncse lepers -- t i1c is-

] •nJ , whiclt w.1s reserve land providC'd by the province of Briti:;h L. :- :-=~ ia for 

Vancouver and V1ctoda for the lepers. They were housed in a lor:::. (· :::..ilding 

with s ix rooms and were adequately supplied with food and cooking :;:~sils. 

They were given opium , but no medical aid was provided. A supply ve.:sel came 

from Victoria every three months to deposit the necessary supplies ~=C the 

patients received periodic visits from the city's Medical Officer . 3~: Sanit­

ary Inspector. In July a sixth leper, from Nanaimo, was adr.1itted -::--. :;;-,e con­

dition that his share of the expenses be paid by that city. 

The years up to 1900 saw anywhere from five to eight p0r::~~:s at 

u' Ar~;y lslantl at any given time. In 1894 two more lepers were four~ · 1 :. , '. u l on<:! 

t':irapc•J before he could he tnkC'n to th<' fl;l.1nd .nnd the othC'r l'SL10:C< _ :-:-om the­

island, presumably with the help of family or friends. At the same .· ::~. six 

shacks were erected to house the inc rea sed population. The fo llv'·'1:1.r-c; :•ear, 

a Caucasian man was held on the island with the Chinese lepers, but : ~e died 

within the year. In the first three years of its operation, the laEZ,=etto 

had a 60% mortality rate. 

As the city of Victoria had little money to spare for tt~: :epro­

sarium, conditions on the island were quite poor. The medical off:..::.:.~-= from 

Victoria who visited the island, Dr. George H. Duncan, urged the D0~~~ion 

government to take over the lazaretto. His successor in 1897, Dr. . . . -· 

Fraser, shifted his requests from the Dominion to the Provincial au~::,:- rities 

as conditions on the island became progressively worse. In 1897 o~~e :f the 

eight lepers died and, of the seven remaining, only two could -or~. :~ 1899, 
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two more died, one of the Chlnc~c l<>per~, Lim Snm, hcln~ killed Jn 11 fire 

that st<Jrtcd in the bush and destroyed the east wing of the mnin building. 

I Ince again the province was urged to take over as conditions on the bland 

became deplorable. 

Petitions to the government continued well after the turn of the 

century . Finally, in October, 1903, some degree of success was attained when 

>the provincial government began to foot the bill for the maintenance of D'­

Arcy Island. After that, it was not long until the province took over ful l 

care and control of the island on January 1st, 1905. At that time there were 

five patients on the island, two of them having been there for over eight 

years . 

With the passage of the Leprosy Act in 1906, the history of D'Arcy 

l sland Leprosarium and William !lead Quarantine Station became linked . The 

L<'prosy Act put all lepers -and both leper colonies in Canada under the care 

nf the Dominion government. As n Dominion agent, the Chief Medical Officer 

at William Head, with the help of the staff there, became responsible for the 

c.Jrc of the eight lepers at D'Arcy Island who were receiving tre .J tment with 

the then new Chaulmoogra oil. In 1907 the lepers were all deported to a 

Presbyterian Mission in Canton, China and the old buildings on the island were 

burned. Two new buildings were erected to help lepers temporarily, until 

they could be deported, and, in 1908, a cottage was built to house a care­

taker. By 1909, five more lepers had been returned to China and the policy 

of deportation continued until 1917, when only those who were legally deport ­

able or consenting would be deported. 

Meanwhile, work continued at the quarantine station. The Madge, 

acquired in 1906, became the main government vessel at the station. In 1913 
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IJr. H. Rundle Nelson replaced Dr. Alfred T. Watt as Medical Superintendent 

and W'UH Lo remain in Llwt po~dtlon right throu~h LhL' flr~t WorJd War anti up 

LO 1923. 

Just before the outbreak of World War I, a ship passed through 

William Head Quarantine Station that was quickly to become the centre of 

attention on Canada' s west coast . On May 21st , 1914, the Komagata Maru was 

cleared by the officials at William Head and passed on to Vancouver, where it 

arrived on May Z3rd. But once the ship arrived in Vancouver, the near 400 

passengers were never allowed to disembark. 

The Komagata Maru, a steamship run by a Japanese company, with a 

Japanese capta in and crew, arrived on Canada's west coast with 376 passengers. 

They were East Indians from the China Coast and Japan claiming the right to 

l:n lcr Canada otJ British subjects. Mo~ t: of them were to remain in Conada for 

just over two months without ever leaving the ship, only to r e turn to their 

na t ive country of India. 

The Komogota Moru left Hong Kong with 165 passengers, and picked up 

111 in Shanghai, 86 in Kobe, and 14 in Yokahama, for a total of 376. It was 

a German ship, in the use of a Japanese company, and was chartered by an East 

Indian named Gurdit Singh. Opposition to the ship's arrival arose before it 

had even reached Vancouver, as the somewhat anti-oriental British Colombians 

heard of the passengers' intentions to immigrate. When it arrived in Vancouv­

er harbour, it was anchored away from shore to prevent the possibility of 

violence. The authorities wanted to get a l egal ruling on whether the pass­

engers could be allowed to enter. 

The immigration laws of the time, though not mentioning them by 

name, effectively disallowed East Indians ent r y into Canada. But, due to 

delays caused by Gurdit Singh and his passengers, legal action did not begin 
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,:~. - ~ I June 24th. In the meantime, twenty (HlHsen~ers were allowed to land, 

'::c ·.:..: ::: = :s.e they had lived in Canada before, and another ninety were deported, 

-; ·.-Y:-_; been found to have contracted communicable diseases. 

By July 6th the courts had reached the decision that the Komagata 

~~~~~ a~d its passengers must return to Asia . Financial and food problems 

cc: :...: .:::e-~ the ship's departure as offers from the Canadian authorities were re-

=~ ~s=: •~ile the passengers demanded more or nothing at all . On July 18th the 

s ~ i. ~~ ·~s ordered to leave, but the passengers refused to let the captain sail 

.:r.,:,;:a ;·. ~·hat same night, 120 policemen and 40 special immigration officials 
,... \ \ !• 

) 
"to-r ilu. po ;· c..c. \ 

a: :: : e::.? t ed to take the ship by force. Unfortunately the deck of the Sea Lion, 
" - 1\ 

: ::C·:- -.. - they used in the attack, was 15 feet lower than the deck of the l<oma---".b ---
c._::._: : :J ~.aru . Passengers on that ship simp} y hurled coal, bricks, and scrap 

=e:=.:- c~wn at their assailants, injuring many of the police. The tug event-

t: .:J J: =:- ;' :.Jlled al..'ay, the attempt unsuccesl;;ful. 

Figure 15 

, ' The Komagata Maru being 

escorted out to Cape 

\. 
Flattery by the H.M.c.s. 

Rainbow in 1914. (P.A . B.C. 

#72634). 
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As a last r£'sort, the conunander of the H.M.C.S. Rainbow, a naval 

,· r~IIHL'r l>:t HCJ lll Enqulm:tlt, V(dunlcen·d Lhl' Vl· :a;el tu help remedy the slLu-

:1tlon . So, on .July 21st, the· RE_!_n_ho~ sa11£'d into Vancouver h.1rhour nnd an-

chur~d be1:dde the Koma_s.ata Maru. One East lnJian ahoard the latter ship, upon 

seeing the approaching warship, reportedly sent a message in semaphore code 

. "0 1 ... 1"19 say1ng ur on y ammun1t1on 1s coa . The arrival of the Rainbow had the 

Jesired effect as, the following day, the passengers of the Komagata Maru 

agreed to leave. The ship was then provisioned and, on July 23rd, the 

H.M.C.S. Rainbow escorted the Komagata Maru out to the Pacific on her way 

back to India. When the passengers finally disembarked at the docks in Cal-

curta, a riot broke out and 26 people were killed. 

An afternote to this story came in 1942 when Stephen Raymer, a 

<:nm;1n tr.:mslotor for V:tncuuvcr's Department of Immigration in 1914, cloimcd 

thnt the whole nffnir was nn Axfs power plot to stir up trouble in Canada as 

war was about to break out. As evidence, Raymer notes that the Komagata Maru 

w:as a German ship, on lca!:lc to a Jop:tnese company, with a ~erman ogent; that 

the Austro-Hungarian Consul in Vancouver had an interest in the affair; that 

the Japanese government refused to allow them to land in Japan on the return 

voyage; and that, upon arrival in Calcutta, the passengers were the instig-

ators of the bloody riots there. Raymer argues that these points show an 

> I \ 
~ Axis power conspiracy to collect riff-raff East Indians and dump them in 

Canada, at the verge of war, to foster discontent and act as saboteurs. The 

accuracy of these speculations however, is somewhat questionable. 

During the first World War, work at William Head expanded as new 

operntions began. The normal running of the quarantine station continued, 

though not as actively as before the war when about 250 ships per year were 

inspected. While Dr. Nelson continued to visit D'Arcy Island in the Madge, 
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Figure 16 

The quarantine vess~e:; 

Madge and Gunhild c~~:{~= 

at William Head cur ~1~~ 

the first World ~3r . 

(P.A.B.C. I 863 70). 
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a:1other c;:...3~antinc vessel, the f.unhild, w;ls ac.qu1red in 1914 t o work with the 

~!JJge : ..:. :- :- ::-. ..- duration of the war. By 1915 the station ::.lso had .:m X-ray 

m.ac id:-:c. : ;!:P ::.n nrhf<>v<>ment c.:onsidcri n~ X-r:tys lt:1d only been d i scovcrccl 

t...-..:nt:• ··:.: .: : .,earlier hy .1 <:l•rmnn scientist. 

~:. along with the war came some extra us es of William Head. Pro-

u..1bl)' t!: ..:.: :oc:st important and definitely the bigge st of these was the housing 

a:1d tran.c;.s?:r:ing of thousands of Chinese labourers from 1917 to 1919. Dur-

ing 1917 :=ese labourers were recruited in China, for the Canadian Labour 

Corps, a:-"':1c ~:>used at William Head before being shipped on to France. The 

Empress - · :a?an, after serving for a short time as an auxiliary cruiser, 

was one 

/ H<'ad. 

- · ::,e ships t hat brought Li~y of t~~-sc --~~-inesc 

o~~ :e :~ere, they were housed in bell tents until 

labourers to William 
· .. ' ... ~ 

--a,company of the Sth 
I 

R~gi~e:1t • . :.C.A. was detailed to William Head to see that the Chinese obeyed 

Figure 17 

Chinese labourers on the 

wharf at William Head en 

route to France in 1917. 

(P.A.B.C. 1186376) . 
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~1ile they were at ~illi~3~ ~e3d, these men were not id]e. With 

tw•' thousand arriving In the: ffr.·'it :::~:..;;o :and up to C'fght thous:md being held 

.1t one time, a certain amount of ::--~ ;;-:::: 1ng had to be contended with, cspec-

L.Jlly ~ince most of the Chinese :~ :. ~ - · ·_:-crs were CanLone~e or Mongolian, trod-

itionally seen as natural ene~ies. ..... l:-y of them were put to work rutting 

firewood from the logs on the su:r: : :; :-, :~:1g beaches. They were also trained 

to march and build trenches, dugcu ~:s . ~:1d gunpits. After complaining about 

the food, the Chinese men were g._vc-.~ :-. :-.--;e p9ts, which took several men to 

J )move, so they could cook their 
7-Dr 

rice ~~ stewAthemselves. For amusement, 

they would make pictures from the ~I2:!:ials available to them. They would 

build platforms of rock and eart":l , a:.::.;: eight feet by ten feet, and con-

struct pictures on top with grass, ::~•ers, stones, shrubs, and other odds 

and ends. 

One of the more interest~ .1:1t; ~n to pass through the qunrant ine 

station was one of the Mongolians ·. ·;-• :1: r:,;;asuretl 6' 9" tall. Many pictures 

exist showing this man towering abc~ve ~ :s fellow Chinese, some of whom, even 

on stilts, could not reach his heig~c:. 

On July 15th, 1918, the c:: t=-=.ese labour camp at William Head was 

closed and its commanding officer, L::~tenant-Colonel C. Milne, Camp Adjut-

ant, Lieutenant W. G. Sherriff, anc :~e remaining officers and men of the 

6th Regiment, D.C.O.R. were deJ:Kl:,il.:.u:-=. In the short period between 1917 

and July, 1918, 84,473 Chinese la:c~~:!:s were housed at and shipped from 

William Head. 

That was not the last -.!:.~l:.&n !lead was to occ of those men, how-

ever. Many were to pass through t~~~ ~~arantine station on their way back to 

China. Shortly before the first A~n:.:s~ice Day, 1450 Chinese labourers, 

guarded by Imperial and Canadi~~ t==~~7S, arrived by train in Vancouver and 
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Figure 18 

The last group of 

Chinese labourers, 

numlwring 7,500, en 

route to France on 

March 28th, 1918 from 

William Head . (P .A. B.C. 

#57997.) 
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wert' transferred to the ship I'r-: -: :-.::!55 CharJ_,~t.c which took them to William 

llcnd. Soon 011>rc :~rr ivcu, ir. c : uc.: :.. :.:-: another )500 two month~ lotcr, bringing 

the total at that time to e1~:1t : ·.: _:;and. ln ~brch , 1919, many of them 

began rioting and broke ou: Jf ::~~:.=enclosure, onl y t o be rounded up at 

bJ yonet point and herded back : : :~.~ . Some of them still managed to es cape 

into Vic toria to become a ;>er-...a..."1.r-:=:: ?art of Chinatown . 

Another large gr~up a~7=:~~j at William Head in 1918 because of the 

war. Fleeing from the revo lu: : :~~ :~Russia, a boatload of White Russians 

were detained at the quara~tinc E:z: : on •hile the Dominion government decid­

ed whether they could enter Ca~~~~= ~ immigrants. While the decision was 

being m<1de, the Russians, ;,;ho g::- =~.:.: ~ y outnumbered the quarantine stat ion 

staff, plotted what to do if t::c: ~·· ·.~: :-e not allowed to enter. Fortunately, 

unlike th0 Komagata Maru incide:: :: :. : :,e Russians were allowed in <1nd there 

wns no violenc~. 

Fi.:::..z:.=: 19 

Members c: ::,e Canadian 

Siberian ~ditionary 

Force on ~~ember 26th, 

1918, pre-e:~ ing to leave 

for Sibe~=~ · (P.A.B.C. 

#18918). 



T'Jo graves in the ceme~ :::::-· at lftilliam Head are also related to the 

revolution in Russia. In 191 8 a : ~:::ingent o f the Siberian Expeditionary 

Fo r e<' assemhled at Willo..,'s ~xni :: : :::.::1 g r vunds in Victoria and , from t here , 

sailed to Vladivostock. The S~L~~:~~s, ho~ever, did no t trave l far beyond 

then.: and saw no fight fng. l";;ei= - :.::.-ing conditions at Vladivostock were 

appal ling and several of the ::.e:1 =-~ : =.:ne sick. On their return voyage t o 

CanaJa, at least two of the =oen --~·:e:-: :ound to have blackpox, a deadly, con-

tng1ous disease . The ship ... -as de;::.:.!..:.:d at William Head and the diseased men 

t rca t ed , but, unfortunately , t"'·o 2: : ·.,e men died. Pr lvatc R. 1.. Massey , who 

died on May 30th, 1919, and Priva-:.:: ? . R. McHillan , who died on June 6th, 

were interred at William Head anc . : ~c3y their heads tones, erected by t he War 

Graves C9mmiss i on , mark the rest:~~; ~ :ace of these two young soldiers there. 

After the war, work at :~ ~uarantine station returned to normal. 

A Customs Officer was added to tr. ~~ ;:aff dur ing the prohibition years and 

the launch Evel~ began its •~rk a; a quarantine vessel on the wes t coast. 

Sl1ips from around the wo rld c ont::J.:-: :.nc to stop at William Head and, in 1922 , 

one of the more interesting b.J.:lt s ~:-:-ived. 

On September 19th, 1922_ , -~ doubt edly to the surprise of the quar-

ant i ne station's staff, a Chinese . ~ -~k sailed up to the wharf at William 

llead. The junk, named the ~~· o.·a.s :,uilt in Arnoy, China by a Danish seaman, 

Captain George Waard. He, his c::L!:.-: se 'Jife, his s i x yea r old son, and three 

Chinese seaman sailed the junit f:-::-::Jn .::'iina to the west coast, crossing the 

Pacif ic f rom Hakodate,Japan L~ --\ . . ~ - c-
_; ._ --- 66 days . After clearing William Head, 

the junk sailed into Victoria har=-~~~~. where it docked in front of the 

Empress Hotel. As it was su~~ a :~!osity, Captain Waard opened his ship to 

public vie'Jing, for a nominal cha~·~~- It i s r eported that Douglas Fairbanks 

Sr. and Mary Pickford, who were :::.;r.E:-:-ied at the time and visiting Victoria, 
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Figure 20 

The Chinese junk Amoy 

docked in Vlctori~ Harbour, 

September, 1922. (P.A.B.C. 

#42452). 

were two of the many people who visited the junk. Waard later sailed the 

Amoy up to Nanaimo and then down into the United States. 

The following year, a disaster half way around the world was to 

have an impact on William Head. On September 1st, 1923, Japan suffered one 

of the worst earthquakes in its history, with most of Yokohama and large 

parts of the Tokyo and Yokosuka area being destroyed. The death toll from 

this devastating earthquake and its related floods and fires was placed at 

well over 100,000. The day after the earthquake, the American Mail Liner 

President Jefferson arrived in Yokohama and presented relief to the European 

and American refugees in the area. In addition to its large crew and about 

one hundred passengers, the President Jefferson took on 468 refugees, over­

crowding the ship so much that on the voyage to Canada, rationing had to be 

imposed. The authorities in Ottawa ordered the Medical Superintendent at 
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William Head to prepare accommodation for those who wished t o :.:.:5<::.::~ba rk at 

Victoria. The staff at the quarantine station prepared itsE: l: ~-::,with 

help from the local Red Cross , were ready to treat the first ~ =e: ;~~es when 

they arrived on September 15th. 

The following year, 1924, the leper stat ion at D'Arc-- ·· :~ : and was 

/ c L,•scd . Since 1917~ those lepers who were not legally cic portab: .:..: a:-:d desi red 

t o ~tay in Canada were housed on the island. Over the seven : · '. :::.~ : :;::·er iod 

from 1917 to 1924, twelve lepers were held on the island. At :~~ :ime of its 

cl0sing, there were eight lepers still at the lazaretto. Thes~- 7 ~tients 

were then moved, in March, 1924, to Bentinck Island, where a :-: ~~~ :e?er colony 

was set up. Because D'Arcy Island was thirty miles fron \~ill :~a~ ~:ad Quar­

antine Station, where the medical of ficer for the isl and worke~: . :. : was de­

cided to· move the leper patients to Bcntinck Island, only three ~ n!:es from 

William Head. 

Once deserted, D'Arcy Islnnd was left until 1926 .,,,.he~ : . • =~- :-:ovember 

11th, the island and its buildings were taken over by the prov:~~ ::.al govern-

ment. The province considered selling the island, but never d:~ :. so, on 

June 16th, 1932, it was reserved by the federal governmen t as __ ; ~:-::tcntiary 

site, with thoughts of using it to hold recalcitrant Doukhobors ~ . :: was 

never used as such and, on April 16th, 1957, the federal gover..r.~~:-: : reserve 

was relinquished. The following year, on October 7th, 1958, ttne !=itish 

Columbia government reserved D'Arcy Island for "the use, recrea:.::~::. and 

enjoyment of the publ1c"20 and, today, D'Arcy lsland r emains a =-~:·;incial 

park. 

Bentinck Island, the site of the new leper colony, •as = ~aned after 

the Bentinck family of the noble House of Portland. The 112 a~=== :sland, 

~tiginally a lighthouse reserve that was never used due to the ~=~~uacy of 
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Figure 21 

Bentinck Island, with Rocky 

Point Military Establishment 

in the background. The leper 

colony was situated on the 

largest of the three sections 

of the island, near the centre 

of the photograph. 

the Race Rocks lighthouse, is situated just off Rocky Point, only a short 

distance from William Head. When the eight lepers, six Chinese and two 

Russians, were moved to Bentinck Island, there were 15 residence cottages, 

a nurse's residence, a doctor's or caretaker's residence, an examination 

hospital, and a confinement building to hold the patients when they became 

wild drunk or depressed. The island was to remain the home of these and 

other leper patients on the west coast well into the 1950's. 

Back at William Head, after the slowdown of shipping during the 

war, the number of ships being inspected at the quarantine station each year 

increased rapidly through the 1920's. The number of ships being inspected 

rose from 285 in 1923 to 427 in 1924 and further to 716 in 1925, a rate of 

almost two ships per day. The number dropped slightly from 819 vessels per 

year in 1926 to 755 vessels per year in 1927, but rose quickly again in 1928 
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to 889 ships for the year. The all time l1lgh was hit in the fiscal year end­

ing March 31st, 1929, when 1068 ships cleared thl' quarantine station, a rate 

of almost three v~ssels each day. 

The inspection of ships at WillJam lll•nd wt>rc held not only through 

the day, but during the night as well. The st op was usually short, unless 

disease was discovered, whereupon the yellow flag, the international signal 

uf a diseased ship, wou ld he hoisted and the !>hir held. If it was found to 

have smallpox or some other communicable disease on board, it would go 

through a fumigation process. The CJuarantine station had a ~ulphur burning 

furnace, with a hose to convey the fumes to and arot~nd the shir. II small 

gauge railway would carry passengers' luggage and effects from the ship to 

t he fumigation building where they were fumigat ed either by steam or formal­

dehyde. ·There were also nearby bathrooms for pe rsonal fumig.:~tion. In 1926, 

a system of duplicate pratique was developed, whereby ships c learing CJuaran­

tinc in Canada , the U.S.A. , St. Pierre and Mic r]lJ(•l on, or the Panama Canal 

would automatically be cleared for the other countries as well. 

Construction at the quarantine station continued intermi ttently 

a!> the station grew. In the early 1900's, n second, smaller hospital w;:ts 

constructed and a laboratory was bui lt to study the contagious diseases. As 

staff grew, extra residences were built, adJing eight new cottages between 

1899 and 1925. For the benefit of the large staff at William Head, a rec­

r eation hall was built in 1914, which was later used as a school and chapel 

for the staff and their children. The following year, a new first class 

passenger house was constructed, with two storeys and 58 rooms to hold 116 

people. Three more minor disease hospitals were added after the _war and, for 

the benefit of both the quarantine and customs officers, a large residence 

and office building was constructed in the centre of the property in 1927. 
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Figure 22 

The Recreation Hall, built 

in 1914, later used as school 

and chopel. The origin;ll 

first class passenger house 

is in the background. 

Figure 23 

The second first class 

passengers' shelter 

house, built in 1915. 
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Shortly before this, in the mid-1920's, the daughter of a New York 

=:!:ionaire was held at the quarantine station for 21 days. When she arrived, 

: -e •as suspected of having smallpox, so she was held, her husband, mother, 

:athe r all staying wi th her . While here, her parent s learned of high 

. l :it y British goods in Victoria and went shopping every day, returning each 

. l ~ •ith $500 worth of goods for their daugh ter . The entire episode ended up 

.- ;~ :ting about $10,000 worth of capital into the Victoria economy. 

Life on Bent inck Island, however, was not s o extravagant and the 

.•: :3tion of the island was hard on the lepers. By 1926 there were ten pat-

. - ::;on the i ~lond, eight Chinese ond two Rus~ i.-.n s, being looked .1ftcr hy 

=~~ ~ttendants and a nurse, the wife of one of the attendants, all of whom 

::~~3 on the island. The leper's cottages were small, but comfortable, they 

::·:&.~d their own food, and were well fed and warm. Their only luxury was some 

Figure 24 

The Customs and quarantine 

staff offices and residence, 

built in 1927. 
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totacc.=c acd their only recreation was the gardens they were encouraged to 

gro•, eac~ having his own plot and supply of seeds. They managed neverthe-

less, o~e :hinese doing especially well, but the two Russians were very temp-

era.::.-eP.~.:al. 

There was also a slight controversy in 1926 at Bentinck Island. In 

Dece:::::..:·-2:- ~: that year, a cormnission of enquiry was held at the quarantine 

sta:i. :J.:n: tc- ascertain whether the caretaker at Bentinck Island, Mr. llenry 

Tho::::.a.s = ~c:<.?e, was mentally fit to continue in that position. Due to his app-

arc~t exc::ability and a possibility of violence, the enquiry decided to re-

tire ~ ..,._ ~Kee early, as he was about sixty years of age at the time. More 

pr0~lt.:.e~ a-:ose at the island when, less than three years later, the leper 

pa:ie~~:s' complaints about the quality and quantity of their food reached 

Ottawa~. ~;is problem was resolved when the Quarantine Officer at William 

Head ·~· ~;.7ote a letter to Ottawa explaining the situation, complete with a list 

of co~~?!a~ts from all the patients. 

Dr. Chester P. Brown had replaced Dr. Nelson as Medical Supcrint-

encen: : at ~illiam Head in 1923 and, throughout the late 1920's and early 

193J' s~ . he would travel across to Bentinck Island on one of the quarantine 

stat!~~n's vessels. During the 1920's, the Quarantine Service was transferred 

fro= :~he C~partment of Agriculture to the newly created Department of Health 

.J 7 and a.L..: vessels under this new department were eventually renamed 'Sa lucan 'X) 

derive~~ fr~ the Greek word for health and the first three letters of Canada . 

Al:~o~~gh ~~e Madge was sold to the San Juan Tug Company, the Evelyn, on Nov-

ember lOtt, 1931, was renamed the Salucan I . 

Also during the 1920's and 1930's, William Head's own public 

sch~i. •as in operation. Located in the Recreation Hall and staffed by the 

Brit:~~~ ec:umbia authorities, it served the fifteen families at William Head. 



The school had one big c:lass with grades one to eight, with a c.a :·: :::rr-.=J attend­

ance of 16, dropping to two after the second World War. The ori ::: :al teacher 

lived in the back of the school and did not retire until s he ~a - ~~:1 into 

her seventies. 

After the peak year of 1928-29, the number of shi?s be ~::; inspect­

ed at William Head began to decrease, dropping to 952 vessels i n : ~~o. But 

althout;h the numb<!r of ships was decreasing, the tonnage ins;ect c. ::. :·e:lrly was 

increasing, as the quarantine station saw fewer small tram? shi ps ~~j more 

large steamships. This trend did not last long, as the real ~ffc~ =:: of the 

depression hit the shipping industry in the Pacific Ocean. :he :-. :: :Jm:~r of 

ships inspected at William Head decreased rapidly through the ear ::y 1930's, 

reaching the pre-\~orld War II low point in 1934 of 65 vessels in :m~ year, 

quite a drop from 1068 ships per year only five years earlier. 

During this time, a new ship, the Salucan V, was added :~ the vess­

el :; at the quarantine station, under the command of the Depar:::1cr.: . : : Health 

skipper at William Head, Captain Edward Cole. Dr. H. E. Tremayne :-::;>laced Dr. 

Brown as Medical Superintendent at the station in 1934·, follo"'·ed ·~ ry )r. J. S. 

Douglas in 1938 and Dr . T. D. Baln in 1939. 

It was while Dr. Bain was superintendent that, in the : sF:-ing of 

1939, the Brit ish freighter Rugely arrived with the yellow f. lag fl; y~g high. 

It was filthy beyond words when it docked, with ten of the 29 crew . ues:abers 

suffering with blackpox. The citizens of British Columbia scrambl ~e: for vacc­

ination and shunned Dr. Bain and the staff of the quarantine stat:~c: f or 

months. Later in 1939, two more British freighters arrived •ith :J~ =ases of 

smallpox. Dr. Bain only remained one year at William Head, albe~:: a~ event-

ful one, and was replaced in 1940 by Dr. R. B. Jenkins, who •as :-e:nain as 

Medical Superintendent for the duration of the second world •ar a ~~: into the 
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1950's. 

As did its predecesso~:. ~:rld War II saw William Head put to new 

3nd different uses. Altho~&~ = ~~~ :~ ~as no attack made by the Germans or 

.J apanese on the west coast o: C~.:::.!..:j. , the threat of such an attack existed 

during the war, es~ecially i~ t ~~~ =~~ds of the Canadian public. Arcordingly , 

pl.:tn~ were made for the forr :. : i.: . :_ ::~• of the west coast hased on the recomm-

l•ndations of a report by ~ajor . .. . :. C. Treatt, R./\., a British officer and 

expert in coast defences. .\.-:on e: . ::.·. ::r r ecommendations, the Treatt Report 

cn lled for the establishment .::: ==·:-= :-al search! ight stations, so, in 1938 

and 1939, several small lights ~~= =~ ; laced around Victoria and Esquimalt har-

bours . In the fall of 1940, t~e ~~=~ at Esquimalt began to r eceive shipment 

of eighty modern "60" lights c.:-~ci- , =:·:m thereafter, detachments of the 17th 

Searchlight (C.D.), R.C.A. ~er e =~~ :-;ting nine new fighting lights and eight 

Figur~ ~ 25 

One of · ;:;.;r: .:.earchlights 

estab l i =..s:.:O..: at William 

Head i n ioi::-:j War II. 

\1\11 \. . . 

( l>'r.~)f , ~~ ~ 
- ~­r"'-
..._, I - - -~ -



illuminated area search} ights in : :-,:: 4'ictoria and Esquimalt areas. Two of 

the latter, powered by a 45 ho:-s-=--~ =--·•·er d iesel engine housed i n a small 

building nearby, were plnced ..:::1 : :-.:1~ ;·:int at William Head and operated from 

M~ry Hill, the defence base and ar~:~: :ery battery on the bluff jus t west of 

the quarantine station . ,\ fc• hu::: .:.~::: yarc..ls aJong the beach from the search­

lights was a concrete abut~ent ~~1 :: :- stuck out into the water and wns used 

to mark the rise and fall of the : : : :::s. This information was needed to aim 

the guns at t-lory 11111 accurately ~ •-: ::1to the RLrait. 

Along with the establish~o~ : of two searchlights in World War II, 

William Head was also used as a t~=~:=~ng ground for the Fishermens' Reserve. 

Due to the increasing possibility c: •ar, the Fishermens ' Reserve was creat­

ed in 1938 to meet the defence nee~:s - - the west coast . It was expected 

that, when war broke out in Euro?e-, a:l naval vessels in the west would be 

transferred to the east coast of C.:_a:-.~.:a. The Fishermens' Reserve was to fill 

the gap left by the move and p3 tr::.:.: : ~-.. e west· ~ l ong, indented co:Jstline . 

But the coast, with its many inler. .u: · .. -::-.:.ch could provide hiding places for 

~nemy craft and small raiding part~Je;. was not the only cause of concern. 

The local Japanese, who knew the c::.Dc..E : well, were also considered a problem 

by the outhoriti<·H, since the RoyaL ~ :.a.:1ndian Nllvy did not hove <.•nuugh stren­

gth to undertake effective control ~: the coast. 

In September 1939, the ?i~E~rmens' Reserve was mobilized, but the 

men were not ranked the same as reeg~~r navy due to lack of official train­

ing. The acquisition and conversi~o~ =f local craft was made possible on 

September 3rd, when the Minister or: ~ational Defence was given power tore­

quisition any British ship registerTe: in Canada. So, at the beginning of 

the war, with both men and ships ~e~ :~g brought into service, ten Fishermens' 

Reserve vessels were immediately ass::~ed to duty; four in the Esquimalt area, 
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four around the Queen Charlotte Islands, and two cff th~ ~ .~st coast of Van­

couver Island . Due to the lack of vessels for searc~ a~~= ;:tack, the ships 

were tv carry out patrol and minesweeping duties 1n : ~ e ~~ : ;~eas. By October, 

1940, the Fishermens' Kescrve had 17 vessels and 150 or:-"::.: :::: :-s and men who, 

os they were not intend0.d for offensive operations 1: r:.~:.::, were armed only 

with . 303 inch Lewis guns. 

In August of 1941, proper training heg~:tn 'Wi tli ~ r.~.. ·nth long course 

being given at William Head. By the end of the course : : .~ strength of the 

fishermens' Reserve had risen to 275 and the trainin; cc~~=~~ temporarily. 

In December, 1941, recruiting resumed, five more shi;:s :,;e:~ requisitioned, 

and William Head reopened for training. After the atta~~: =~ Pearl Harbour 

and the seizure of twenty Japanese fishing boats, fear .: c : 1. Japanese landing 

on the west coast increased, so the training continued ·-~ ~~::.::!. May , 1942 when 

the suggestion was made that Fishermens' Reserve personn~t: should be trained 

in conunando tactics and man the seized Japanese vessels. :~ then the Fish-

ermens' Reserve had 48 ships and 475 officers and rating~.:.. 

In June, 1942, the Canadian Army agreed to prc·,-..-~e one hundred 

wooden landing craft, to he manned by the navy and maint.~E.::.::ed by both. At 

the same time, the Fishermens 1 Reserve recruited 400 monre men, bringing the 

total complement to about 900. Training began in July t ~r~: · year at William 

Head, with a three month course in visual signalling, ca&::"?=:ltry, seamanship, 

rigging, pilotage, and motor mechanics. In October, fur~:~r training was 

offered by the army, in Courtenay, and, early in 1945, t=n~ entire operation 

became based in and around the Comox area. 

During the Quebec Conference of August, 1943, a~angements were 

made for Canada to man a squadron of 36 major landing cr~,:: in the invasion 

of Europe the following year . In hopes of obtaining tra~~~j officers and 



~<; . 178 

'. ' • 

. --- . . . --'------



1 



56 

Figure 26 

Spcc1~1 landing craft 

at William Head for the 

training of the Fishermcns' 

Reserve in 1942. ~. 
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ratings for this, the Fishermens' Reserve crews were given the choice of 

volunteering for duty abroad or leaving the service. Eventually, 35 men 

volunte~red and were sent overseas while, of the remainder, 100 men trans-

ferred to general service and proceeded overseas, some returned to-west 

coast service, and the rest were discharged. In August, 1944, it was decid-

ed to abolish all patrols which the Fishermens' Reserve had continued to 

maintain on the west coast and, by the end of that year, the Reserve ceased 

to exist. 

As in the first World War, the number of ships passing through 

William Head dropped again during World War II. But in 1945, the quarantine 

station had one of its biggest jobs ever when the 83,673 ton liner ~ 

Elizabeth returned to Esquimalt. The liner had originally come to the area 

in 1942 when she was ordered to drydock at Esquimalt, the only dock large 
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enoug~ :: a:co~date her on the Pacific, after the fall of Singapore. After 

bein~ ~= e: i~:ed and painted as a troop transport, s he sailed to Los Angeles, 

?iCKec :S,OOO American troops, and sailed for Australia. She returned to 

Esqu~a~:: ~ 19~5 t o be refitted back to a liner and 7000 pieces of her fur­

niture •= ~= ~oved on scows to William Head where they were deloused, keeping 

th~ st~.L.:: ::the quarantine station busy for quite a while. 

:·::>spite the ragings of wnr, life nt Bentinck Island continued 

quit e :-. :-::::-:-~2-ly. During and after the war, the lepers received visits from 

the doc:::~ at ~illiam Head twice weekly. Any outgoing mail was fumigated 

for t~e~:~e ~ours before it was sent out. ln 1944, the caretaker of the is­

land , ~-: ::::. C.:.Jy Pears, welcomed a new nurse, Dorothy B. Fairweather, to the 

island. 3~~ was to remain on the island until it closed more than twelve 

years -~a:er. Two years after the war, in 1947, Bentinck Island received 

electr~::::: and a telephone line for the first time. 

In 1948, two newspapermen were allowed on the island for the first 

tioe. ·~~~'::i :er Cy Young and photographer Bill Hackett, working for "The 

Provin~~e · , sailed over to the island on the 65 foot Salucan V with Dr. Jen-

kins. h: :bat time, there were only three lepers on the islnnd; one Chinese, 

one JapD~ese, and one . Itish woman who had contracted the disease as a miss­

ionary ~ Sigeria. 

Although life at the l eper station hnd been described as a living 

death, :: Toung reported that no patient had ever committed suicide on the 

island ~= there had only been one escape, prior to World War II. Lepers 

seldo~ =!e from leprosy, but usually from a secondary disease. Two of the 

le?ers ~ 3entinck Island actually died from old age, both living until they 

were ~ •ver eighty years of age. ~1ile people under 21 years old were not 

allC"We<::!: :=-c the island, no visitor, nurse, or caretaker of the island had ever 
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Figure 27 

The remains of the 

last su rviving leper 

cottage on Bentinck 

Island. 

contracted leprosy . By then, supplies were coming to the island from Will­

iam Head every three or four weeks, in an attempt to make the lepers' lives 

as comfortable as possible. 

Less than ten years later, in 1957, the leper colony at Bentinck 

Island was closed. Of the three remaining l epers, one died and two were 

discharged in 1956 . Any lepers found on the west coast after 1957 were sent 

to Canada's other leper colony at Tracadie, New Brunswick, which remained 

open until 1971. Although most of the lepers were Chinese, in its history 

Bentinck Island also held two Russians, two Japanese, one East Indian, one 

Canadian, and one Irish woman, the only woman to be housed on the island, 

for a total of thirty patients. The only reminder left of these people is 

the small cemetery on Bentinck Island with its 13 white, unmarked crosses 

which bear testimony to the sad and simple life which the leper patients on 

Canada's west coast led. 



. · . '- .. 



• 

59 

Figure 

Part of the 

cemetery 0:1 

Island. 

::-=::: inck 

Af t e r the leper colony was c~:=i~~. the Department of Health and 

Welfare kept the island in its charge ~:~~ 1959 when the Department of Nat­

lon:ll Ocfencc tonk over the island. rl!:e: : ricd to rent the islnnd for $40 

per month and, later, at tempted to gi V"-''= : :.: island to the provincial govern­

ment ns a picnic area. But as there ·..:;;.-as s:ill a fear of leprosy in the mind 

of the public, neither offer was taken In 1962, the Department of Nat-

ional Defence began to use the island ~ = training ground for demolitions 

use. The Weapons Underwater branch usee: ::.e island until 1969 when the 

Boatswains' Divis ion of Fleet School c~==~ =ver the courses, remaining in 

charge of them up to the present day . :~litions training included blast-

ing channels, blowing up large boulder~E. ~d cutting steel girders with small 

blasts. Between August, 1962 and 1964 . .:- i officers and members of the Royal 

Canadian Navy completed the course. : J :~: . only the old doctor's residence 
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3n=~ :ne leper cottage stand as the last buildings on Bentinck Island. If 

t t~ : :e ~artment of National Defence were to give up the island, it would be­

e~=~= a parks reserve under the provincial government. Hopefully by then, 

pe~ :; :e ~a~ be over their fear of leprosy. 

Back at the quarantine station, the number 0f ships inspected 

t ~ae~~ ~ever really picked up after the war. The fumigation equipment at 

~i: :::a~ Head was last used in 1948 on the CanDdian destroycr-esc<"'r t H.M.C.S. 

~t =~~=3~~an, the second of three ships to bear that name. On its maiden run 

fr ::: ~e~ York, the ship came in contact with some polio cases and, as there 

~a ~ - a ~ad polio scar e at the time, i t was thoroughly fumigated when it rea­

che=: •i l liam Head. 

By this time, the quarantine station consisted of 106 acres and 

uvc!:~ :orty buildings including a hospital which held 49 patients, a first 

cl ~;s: detention building which held about 120 people, a second class deten­

t i..:.: :-. ; uild ing which held 90 peopl e , and the third class detention buildings 

wh~~~~ ~eld between 500 and 800 people. The minimum inspection time for a 

sh~ ~; at that time was thirty minutes, as the staff of 16 had mastered the 

By 1954, a system of radio pratique was being used at the station. 

By : :is method an arriving ship would radio information about its passengers, 

c3r=;:, and ports of call, so that it could he cleared without stopping. 

Thl.3 ~ s:•stem and the duplicate pratique started in 1926 did not apply to ships 

co~~~g from Indonesia, China, Africa, or the Phillipines, which had to stop 

an)-.-.·a:•. The Medical Superintendent at this time, Dr. R. B. Jenkins, was not 

on2. J:: : .. .-~specting ships, but immigrants and civil servants as well. Dr. Jen­

kins s -ould examine immigrants to see if they were physically and mentally 

fit :o enter Canada without being a burden and, also, civil servants for ad-
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mlttancc and retention in the public Acrvice. 

By 1956, the quarantine staff numbered 13 and was led ty u~ ?red­

Nick Blundell who had replaced Dr . .Jenkins as Medical Supe rintenC:e~:-. :. ·work 

at the quarantine station continued to decrease throughout t r. e 1950' E ~ 

that it began to serve mo r e as a customs o ffice. A newspaper ar~ic~~e ·- that 

lime noted that, with the advent of modern drugs, better living cc~c::::::7:S 

wurld-wide, and the efficiency of the quarantine station, the staf: a: ~~11-

i<Jm Head would soon be out of work. lt was only a few years later ·~;;:;e::, in 

1959, the article's prediction became reality and the quarantine sea~:: :~ 

closed down completely. 

Through the first half of 1959, the qunrantine staff s;-.ar:-~::: c:.e 

premises with staff of the Department of Justice and, on March 5th, · • a:r~s 

of the land was transferred from the Department of Health and ~elfar~ = =~ :he 

Department of .Justice. After more than six months of shoring the ~:-~e:C.~.:s, 

on August 1st, 1959, William Head Quarantine Station was closed , •it:: :. :::c 

staff of 14 opening offices in the Canada Customs Building at 816 Gv·;;c::-:-~nt 

StrN't. Or. Blundell -got rid of the qua rant inc vcsselH nt Wi111..-t~ Hcea: so, 

operating from their new office, they had to use B.C. Pilotage Authorr::y 

craft. By September 1st, Dr . Blundell and t he others had conpletely va:ated 

the premises and the penitentiary service readied to take over the ~~es: ~f 

the property. Although the closing of the quarantine station at ~il~l"z- Head 

was a tribute to better health and medical conditions world-.-ide, it a:s~ 

marked the end of an important and unique era in the history ~f ~i::~~ ~ead. 



All through the 1950's, a~ ...,ork at the quarantine stati on was slow-

ing down, there were rumo urs :;: c _· -= ~:::5 the station and mak ing the land 

- ~:-?. 
,available for other uses. Be :~een · : ;;1 and 1953, Victoria's newspape r s ran 

:teadlines and stories tellin~ he·.- ·...: ::iam Head was being considered for such 

>lor the elderly, a hospit.11 , a p:.1:-.:- , ::. j n provlncL1 l mentol home . A dccis-

/ i un was finally made on the :uturc . . : ~illiam llead in November
1 

1958 when Lhc 

planning commi ttec of the .Jus: ~ce :.. .. :.a-:-tmcnt decided, rather th:tn sc rap the 

buildings, to use part of Willia~ ~~: t o help relieve overcrowding at B.C. 

Penitentiary, which, at the t~~e, ~~ : 769 inmates where only 550 should have 

been . When the Medical Superi:1te:;=.:~: at the quarantine station, Dr. Fred-

erick Blundell, heard that Williac ~~j was to be used as a penitentiary 

site, hE: remarked that it was "un l ..:.. :,·..:::· the convicts will be allowed to 

f . I ,21 
lS 1. Interestingly enough, he ·~s soon proven wrong. 

Because it was only an c-: ': :: :-::ow camp, all administration for \\ill-

l.:tm Head wos done through B.C. Pe~ : . : :::-.:: iary. On December 13th, 1958, a sto ff 

of officers left the main prison a ::. : ~ .. Westminster, arrived at \Hlliam Head 

at l :30 that afternoon, and establ :. :.:::.~:: headquarters in the old Customs and 

quarantine office building. The ~ e:e~: :ew days were spent surveying the area, 

checking what worked, what dicn't ·• · .. ·:-:-~, and what needed repa_irs. Several 

buildings were renovated to fit the : :.e~ds of a future penitentiary. On Dec-

ember 23rd, the officers went home :: ~'ew Westmin ster for Christmas recess, 

hut returned to William Head o!l Dec::::!:!n::~r 29th to continue their renovation 

and preparation. Finally, on Janu~:-; 9th , 1959, the first three inmates, two 

cooks and a plumber's helper, arri·;,; .<-" , escorted by four ~uards. On January 

11th, two days after the inmates, : :::-::: :-esident electrician arrived and, today, 

tltat mnn, Mr. Doug James, 1.:; t~e lu::':-. ;~st employed stnff member nt William 



Head Institution. 

As western Canada's fi~ ~E: ..::~n prison and British Columbia's sec-

ond federal penitentiary, Will!a= : ea.:. camp had no bars, no c~lls, and no 

hjgh stone walls. inmates ~ere :~~~=~3:ly housed in the old fir s t and second 

class passengers quarters. As ~=~~ ~ ~~s to be the main therapy for the in-

mates, some of the other old::;·..::~~-:-;:= were equipped as carpentry, clectri-

cal, plumbing, and mech;1nical ::: ::..: --:-:. ~·he only barrier to keep tile inmates 

from escaping was a small fence ·. ;. :.:.: :-. ·.•as more effect ive in keeping gawkers 

out. Fortunately, B.C. i'enite::: :...: .:.:- ,.· -...::rden F. C. B. Cununins said that no 

dangerous criminals would be t"a~ ~E ==~~~d there, only the older, more stable 

{' rlsoners. It was to operate ir:::.::.:.:::.- as a pre-release centrl..!. to help 

cushion the prisoners' sh~c~ ~: =~~=:e~ freedom. A planning committee study-

ing pri.son methods in the t;.S.A. _ .z~- = :=:.:.:rope was to make recommendations for 

the permanent usc of the prison. 

The camp, origin~ll~ ~~ ===~ :~e direction of John Grant who had 25 

;>years1 experience in the Penite~::. .:. .::~: Service, grew quickly to 21 inmates by 

the end of the first week. Cc;;t:- :.:::--.: ::.) Dr. Blundell's observation, the in-

m;1tes were fishing within ten day s : : : :heir arrival. The first recorded 

catch was a two foot long mud shar.r~ :~t was later used for bait in a crab 

net. On February 1st the daily ~~~?=r: tells how one inmate~ after a 15 min-

ute struggle, caught a five foot : :: :.:; ~s. Chief Supervisor Grant described 

it as a "most horrible looking s;;e·.::: :...::o?:l" and, after its picture was taken, 

l. t d h " · · i h d f soup. " 2 2 
was r eturne to t e sea, no =~~= :e~ng n t e moo or 

Late in January a te:!.e·::...:=~='=- was purchased for the inmates, whose 

population, by the end of that ::zc:::-.: ·., ~.ad risen to 55. Inmate activities at 

thnt time were restricted to tl-:e . :>-- - · end of the peninsula, with a fence 

stretching across the land, jus: ~- --~ of the existing hospital area, for 
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the control of movement at night. 

Activity programs for inmates beg~n almost immediately, with 

church services beginning in Janu.:~ry , 1959. Father W. J . O'Brien led the 

J ;>c~tholic community then while the l'rotcst.1nt services were led, ~t first, by 

the C:idcons and, l~tcr, by the Salvation Army. Soon after that, the first 

John Howard meeting was held on February 2nd. An Alcoholics Anonymous group 

hL'~an on Morell )rd :and, the S<Jmt· d;~y, 37 1nmntt•s rt•r,ll'ltcrc·d for th<· flrst 

Dale Carnegie Course , which beg~n on March 7th , conducted by Len Parkin and 

Wal Angus. 

On Thursday, March 5th , the feder.:~l government officially trans­

ferred 35 acres of William Head from the Department of National Health and 

Welfare to the Department of Justice. At the same time, a proclamation was 

issued declaring the land to be a penitentiary site, thus establishing Will­

iam Head officially as a prison. The remaining quarantine staff continued 

to occupy the rest of the property. 

The institution, in the meantime, continued to grow. By May 4th, 

less than four months after its opening, the inmate population had reached 

one hundred. It did not st~y at th:lt level for long, however, with the num­

ber of inmates dropping as low as sixty over the following months. During 

that time, work continued up-grading the buildings, clearing the land, and 

cleaning the whole area. Overseeing this work and running the prison were 

the thirty staff officers employed at William Head at that time. 

Inmate activities carried on and, on June 20th, 1959, the first 

Dale Carnegie Course held its graduate banquet, with 23 inmates receiving 

diplomas. Later that year, a Dominion Government Meteorological Inspector 

scl up a weather stat ion at William llead, which has operated for over twenty 

years and continues to operate today. 



65 

But life was not all work for the inmates. ...:-. :-:-.:-:omber, 1959, 

Jerry Gosley presented his famous Smile Show for the :~=a~ : ~ ~ . the first of 

m.:wy performances of that show at ~illiam Head. L ~~a:-.: :: . :: the following 

year, as well, a group of square dancers gave a perfo~.a~ ~== :or the inmates 

in thc old schoo l. 

By .July of 1959, the o ld CJ uarantine staff .J t · .. ·i :::::.:n lll::-~d was pre-

paring to move out altogether. On August 1st the qua:-~•:: ::. = station was 

officially closed and, the following day, the staff O?en~~~ =:fice at the 

Canada Customs' building in Victoria. Some st ores ac~ 2a ~~:;~cnt were left 

by the quarantine staff, to be picked up at a later ~a= ~ - . i~~ t hey presen t ed 

a piano to the prison staff before leaving. Dr. Blu~de:~ : ::~tended with the 

di sposing of the quarantine station's vessels and, in s~~=: = ~~er , he moved 

off the'station himself. 

Soon after that, John Grant, Chief Supervis0:- ~- ~illiam Head, 

left the institution. He had lived in the upstairs of ::d administrat -

ion building, now the Living Unit Resource Centrt• , and __ : :s sald that he 

' used to_ swim in Parry Bay and then wash himself under coil~ ~~ ter from a hose . 

• No doubt the hose water was warmer than the bay. In Cc:=~=~~. 1959, he was 

promoted to Deputy Warden at B. C. Penitentiary and was s :....:.: eeded by Mr. H. 

A. Collins, who had been the keeper-in-charge at Will~am c~ . Mr. Collins 

headed a staff which included some of the old quarantL:e -~ ~kers, since they 

had been given the opportunity of finding employment ~:=~ ~ :~e new institution 

when the quarantine station closed. 

On February 11th, 1960, after the recommenca::.~:. ~y Warden Curranins 

that the remaining land at William Head be taken over ~y ?~itcntiary Ser-

vices, the federal government transferred another 53 ac=~e: :rom the Depart-

ment of National Health and Welfare to the Department ::: : ·.:..s t ice, bringing 
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!:.!.s_un 29 

William Head in 1959, being 

converted t o a prison. Note 

that the wharf has already bee~ 

partially dismantled. 

the tot~l size of the prison then to 9light ly over 88 ~<.:res . ··· .: total prop-

erty included about forty buildings of various types, includ ~~n~ ~~me built 

at the ppening of the quarantine sta tion in 1893. 

By January of 1961, the inmate population at ~illiaA~ ~e2d had again 

risen over a hundred. Because of the emphasis on rehabilitat~~~ . the inmates' 

time was split between attending classes, learning trades, an=: ••= :-king in and 

around William Head. The staff included a teacher, who taugh:.: :;~ to the 

grade eight level, and all work was done under maintenance st~c:: ~upervision . 

The inmates were kept busy in 1961 as several ne- =~~::~ings were 

added to the property at William Head. That year, the green~=~~e. Building 

50, was built, the first of many to be constructed using i•-a ~:~ :abour. 

Several surplus barracks and other buildings at n~arby Fort ~~·~c: Bill were 

also officially transferred to the care of the installati~~ a : : • : ll iam Head 
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Figure 30 

The greenhouse at 

William Head, built 

in 1961. 

that year and were dismantled, with all salvageable materials being taken to 

the prison by a crew of inmates. By June 9th, two building~ had been dis-

mantled anJ, on August 31st, 3pprovnl was granted for the transfer of six 

more buildings, which were later salvaged in the same way. Later in the 

year, a crew of staff and inmates worked at Rocky Point Naval Establishment 

constructing fire roads there, which are still in use today~ 

The following year, the prison acquired some additional land, On 

March 1st, 1962, by an Order-in-Council of the federal government, 6 . 21 acres 

of land were transferred from the Department of National Defence land at 

M~ry Hill to the Department of Justice installation at William Head. 

An article, written by an inmate at B.C. Penitentiary in 1962, 

claimed that the inmates at William Head were initially confused by their 

new-found freedom there. At the time, the prison had 120 inmates, with 70 
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in t!ie de~::-: ry, and 50 in private rooms in othe r buildings. One of the 

-... o rk ? rcg::-.ra=.s then ...:as a modern fa rm which produced food and plants for the 

pen~te~ ~ !~=~Y !, Ne...: W~stmfnst e r. The various vocational programs continued, 

wi:~ :he ~~~~~ ~ try instructor seeing 907. of the men released through his 

?rog~a= : _ _ :~:~and ret3in employment. 

=~ ~e 3gain, in 1962 , at t emp t s were m~de to ncquire more land for 

WiL.i a:n :.: -..:-.==..: :; r iso:1 , this time from Ma ry Hill. The land was to be used as 

a dr~; a d..:. :.. :: : cnmp for :tbou t a hundred inmates , a s the prison al Matsqui, 

...:ith its s~c~ :al section for drug addicted prisoners, had not yet opened. 

7hough ~u~~~ e:fort was spent to obtain the land, it was never acquired . 

Eventual i : ::, ::..:>wever. 21 buildings at Mary Hill were transferred to the con-

trol of ~~~ : ~ :~m Head prison and, in the fall of 1963, they were dismantled 

and salva= ~ed =s were the buildings from Fort Rodd Hill. 
' -

:, an attempt to improve the vis iting facilities, permission was 

given , i:: . ~...?.~.:h , 1963, for 18 yards of sand t o be moved, by t he inm<~tes, 

fr oc: · ... ·c:!" · · s ::.each to t he prison . It was placed on a small beach in the vis-

iring 3rc .:: a a: William ll<>~cl, as n play area for vi s iting children. 

~ !964, Harry Collins replaced J ohn Grant as Deputy Warden at B. C. 

Pcnitent:..:...a::-y and, on June 16th, Gamaliel (Neil) Milner replaced Collins as 

Super int E~:::~t of the prison at William Head. When Milner took over, the 

prison , ·- -.·!: :: facilities for 150, had an inmate population of over 140. 

:~t before Christmas of 1964 , a terrible and unfortunate accident 

occur~eci a: •tlliam Head. On December 23rd of that year, an inmate was 

c: 3nging a !:ght bulb on a power pole, when he received a 7000 volt jolt of 

electric:.: :y and fell 25 feet to the ground. He was taken to hos pital in Vic-

toria an~ : ?!aced on the cr i tical list. He eventually recovered, but, sadly, 

only af: ze~ ~is right leg had been amputated. 
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In 1965, William Head cut its ties with B.C. Penitentiary and be­

came an autonomous institution. New dormitories were built that year, the 

tender having been called the previous November . It was to be the first 

step in an overall ten year plan for construction . Several old buildings, 

including the isolation hospital, the morgue , and one of the old residences , 

were also demolished. 

'M1e lndian Educational Club wns developed in 1965 ns well, m~rking 

the first of several groups to develop native consciousness at the prison. 

The John Howard Society, a group always active at William Head, held an open 

meeting within the gates of the prison that year. It was the first such 

meeting in a Canadian prison, with approximately ninety men and women present. 

In May, 1965, a small group of inmates at William Head joined the 

provincial fire-fighting organization, to fight blazes in and around the 

Figure 31 

The inmates' 

dormitory, built 

in 1965, near 

c0mpletion. 
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area. They worked under the super.:i s ic:: · ~=:ire-figh ting crews and prison 

sta f f, and we re paid the regula~ f i ~e-~ ~: ;~=~~g ~age o f $1 . 00 per hour. Be-

fore joining, they went through :: t rai:: : .::-.; ~ rogram led by Langfo rd Forest 

Ranger , Donald Jones. By 1970, t~e f~~~ = =~ ~~ was busy helping in the Met -

chosin area and backing up other .;c:)a~: ::::-.;;-:: . 1.\illiam llead Institution still 

has its own fi re c rew, complete • . .-it :• !-:.:1- .:. : .:-J truck, today. 

The second building to j e cc::z.s ::-.;.:t ed with inmate labour, the kit-

chen and dining room, was built in 1966 .. • ·~:h a wing for a staff dining room 

nnd lounge being added in 1978. :·~ e i::.::.,; :::_tion also bcg:m a pn.• -relnse 

program in 1966, whereby inmates · .. ·oul.c :..:·.--:: in one of the old staff houses 

on the property and go out into the commr:::..::-.~:y on a daily basis t o work, re-

turning to the institution each night. ~~e program began with nine men 

\ 

working in Victoria and other local ccocc~.i:ies. 

Figure - -

The Fire r.a£ _ _ =t 

Wi 11 iam Hea.::a:. 
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The Bayview Junior Chamber of Commerce abo began in 1966. The 

gr~=~= ~ad i:s charter ceremony on February 4th, with 38 inmateR ns members 

gue sts attending. Later that year, in September , Wi lliam Head Inst-

en~ered and w0n the glory at the Vict ~..• ria Horticultural Society Ann-

Placing first in corn, potat 0es , and cucumbers, second in apples , 

;e: : ::ing honourable mention f o r their veg~tab]e display , the \.Jilliam Head 

;~:- -~~ad the best vegetable collection overall, to win the ribbon and tro­

;:~ -: :;;~ that year . Special thanks ..... ent out to grounds and garden officer, 

, .... 

4 

• .:.. .. :-:hur Attree. 

Inmate labour was used again in 1967 when a fourth wing was added 

:~e dormitory by contract and finished by the inmates. The Laundry 

j~ _::~!~g was also built by the inmates in 1968 and, the following year, the 

r ~ ·:o::x:-.~. Inmate Training building was constructed, partially using inmate 

ln 1969, a plan to build four major institutions in the William 

:-:..: .. .: : a:-ea was put fon.~ard. Only one of ti1C111, the Lester B. Pearson College 

~= : =~~ Pacific, was built in this area. Of the others, the three B.C. Univ­

c:: ~ ::ies' Biological Laboratory was stationed at Ramfield, the Federal Ocean 

s ~ .:::~ces Institute was built at Patricia Bay, and a centre for the Inter­

~=~::c~al Sciences Foundation has not yet been constructed. There was also 

.:1 :-..;:mour around at the t imt! that Jacques Cousteau had expressed interest in 

e=E:;=:ishing his headquarters at William Head, if the prison was ever moved. 

By 1970, William Head was one of 14 minimum security prisons in 

~~~~a. The selection of prisoners coming to William Head was made by the 

:~~;:~~al Classification Board in New Westminster, with the inmates coming 

:: ~:m ~.C. Penitentiary and Matsqui medium security prison. Being a minimum 

:: 5e:·.:: 1 ty prison, the guards at William Head had no weapons then and the 
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R.C.M.P . had to be called if needed. 

Continuing its emphasis on rehclbilitati:Jn, Willia:n l!c.: :1d > .:::tution 

o ffered both general schooling and vocational trnining . Tn 19 70, : ~ : 3ooke 

Sc hool Board took over t he supervis ion of the school at Willian E'-=2.;; : ~:-. d 

>;rant ed cred i t s t o all s tudent s recommended by the teacher s . "!"he: =.:· . .: .:-l ing 

s pecialized up to the grade ten l eve l, but grade twelve could be : : ::l:~ed 

unde r the first teacher assigned there, Mr. Olson. The library t~~E :-!, at 

the time, had several Lhousclnd books for loan to the inmates . 

The tra ining centre at William Head also offered a cho i c ~ = :: trad­

e~ . taught by qualified i nstruc tors . One pr oject , in 1970, ~a s t ~~~ :~:lding 

of apparatus to be set up in the visi ti ng area. That year, swings . . :.: .:-saws, 

and monkey bars were all designed and built by the inmates and ~e~= ~ :.:: up 

for the.children o ( family and friends visiting on weekends. 

Figure 33 

The visiting area at William 

Head, showing the apparatus 

designed and built by the 

inmates. 
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Up-keep and m3inter.~~: c ~r the prison grounds w~s also looked after 

by the inmates. Their ~~ r~ ~~zs ;~i d for using four pay gr3d cs , ranging from 

35c to 65c per day, •ith t~e ~:~·: ~ pay grade getting the higher wa6e. In­

mates began at grade one and ~ ~ · e~ up by initiative, effort, and attitude. 

Fifty per cent of tit~ ~ages-~~== : ~ a compulsory savings account, while the 

rest could be spent in tile ca .. :::~~- As well as pay increases, good behav­

iour and co-operation could ~~-:= c3rn inmates time off their sentence. Up 

to three days per month could ·- :3ken off, but, if behaviour slackened, the 

days could be put back. 

In mid-December, 197~ ~- a 77 year old building was destroyed by a 

fire of unkno~~ origin at the ::~s-~~. While Superintendent Milner praised 

the co-operation of the inmates s ~ .. handling tl1e fire, i t was ~stimated that 

$25,000, to $30,000 damage was ~~c. Although used at the time as an inmate 

training centre, it was the or=:~:~~l quarantine officer's residence, built 

when the quarantine station op~e=~~ in 1893. Milner reported that the build­

ing contained a schoolroom, c~~~ 5 ~~oms, a libra ry, and vocational and acad­

emic training areas. Along wi::: :~e ten man William Head fire team, help 

was given by the Rocky Point a~~ ~tchosin Fire Departments. One wing of 

the building was saved, but was : :=~ down later. 

The year 1970 a l so ~=~e= the first occ~sions of violence and death 

at William Head Institution, ~~=~ ~ts f i rst verified suicide and first host­

age taking incident, both occcc-:~=~ withi n a month of the other. On June 

25th, a 23 year old inmate was ::·~d dead on the property . The young native 

Indian from Bel la Coola commit::~~ suicide by hanging himself with an elect­

r ical cord . He had served six ~c~:hs of a two year sentence for breaking 

and entering and theft when he ~c3. No foul play was suspected at the time. 

Less t han a month lac~: : . 0n Saturday , July 18th, William Head had 
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its first major disturbance and attack on a guard in its history. Early in 

Lhe evening that day, a guard noticed that one of the inmates appeared to be 

drunk. The inmate was summoned to the main of fice and, upon arriving there, 

he attackPd the administration officer, Al Dolny, who suffered minor injur­

ies. The inmate was later charged and t.1ken to Victoria jail by the R.C . M.P. 

Violence continued later that evening when a fracas occurred in the prison 

auditorium, during a movie. Three prisoners .,..ere treated for minor injuries 

and released . 

After the movies, back in the dormito ry, violence continued when 

two inmates overpowered, beat, stripped and robbed a dormitory officer, 

Mi chael Lee, of $100 and held him hostage. A guard, Rod Keeler, tried to 

rescue Lee, but received a stab wound in the abdomen and was also taken 

hostag~. The two inmates then took Lee's clothes and keys and disappeared. 

Although he was too hurt to take any action , Keeler called for help and by 

11:30, all 15 Colwood R.C.M.P. officers had arrived. One inmate ~as caught 

on the grounds by 4:00 a.m. that night and the other was caught at 12:45 

the next afternoon. Those two inmates, and the one who attacked Mr. Dolny, 

were all charged and had more time, up to four years, added to their sentence. 

In 1972, the inmates at William Head Institution became the first 

prisoners in Canada to receive the federal minimum wage for·work performed 

in a prison. The Canadian Penitentiary Service took this major step as a 

pilot project to construct a vocational training centre, now Building 105. 

At the beginning of the project, the inmates were presented with chromium­

plated tools by Sol icitor-Gener al Jean- Pierre Goyer at a special ceremony 

on May 5th, with several M.P.'s and M.L.A.'s present . The inmates received 

the minimum wage of $1.75 per hour, with some deductions, but if they slack­

ed off, they were returned to the normal wages of 55~ to SSe per day. 
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At the he hinning of the project, six 1~:-...Jt ,· ~. · -=- "-' l·mplnycd, wit h 

tWt!nty i:lmatc s working at th<: pe.1k _,r the prn jcct. ('. · :-.::-: :- -CLio n he).:..1n in 

mid-May under the supervision of a p roject m.:tna~er ;.· :1 :: :..: :--·ed '-'lth the se l-

l!C tcd inmat:es . They we re granted special prlv il<-'.' .:'5 .. ·.:-._ : :-:1 cess ions, suc h 

.1~ t t·mpnrnry nb:>l·nces and :I(H ' tHI lng IIHIIll' Y , :1~ nn ,.x il • r: : : ttl :; ,.,. If tla e I ta -

ma t~s · construction could be placed on a scheculed ? r:~ ::: :; l ba sis . Spec ia l -

l zl'd areas, s uch as high voltage <d(·Ct ri cal equi pr:;ent. ·. : -:: ; 1 m(>v 1 ng , and 

.-built up roo fings were carried out by outside con-.:::.1 -:: C: - :-:: . ;.·o rk ing as sub­

contrnctors to the Canadian Penitentiary Servi~e. ( .):--": ::E::.mates fo r th t! 

project were around $278,000 and the program was sue:, :. o_::~ss t laat work 

was completed in eleven months, with large savings : o:­

training for the inmates . The old dormitory. Builc ing 

:axpayer and good 

and th0 old Chin-

ese living quarters were finally demol ished when the ne ~ . :_ : l din ti came into 

operation . 

The o ther b i g even t of 1972 was the s igh~ : :-.g -: : . ·~. at s on.e people 

t·nll Wi l li am lll·nd'H n •tildvn t Rhor.L . On e of t ltv l. i ·:! r. ~ . ~ :: O ffl.-<· r ~ . Danny 

Lord, went to investigate a disturbance in the sruall .:: e:~=-= :::-y on the property, 

1 eft over from the quarantine stat i on . There, in the L. ...:..:: :-f. ::> f nigh t, he saw 

a s ight that he f inds hard to explain. It seeme d ~cst l :~ ::~e a glow, about 

seven feet tall, which was vaguely in the shape of a h~T-~- ~~dy . Many people 

believe this is t he ghost of the 6 ' 9" Mongolian who ·.;a s; ~ = the quarantine 

station during the first World War . 

Early in 1973, with an inmate population t ~at : :_:tuated between 

140 and 150, security at the prison began to tighte:J 3f - -=- .: two year l ong 

rash of escapes and walkaways. During the year, the fe:-~:.: : ·.:as extended and 

r c'lised to 14 feet, with a higher gatehouse and an addit:.:.::: :fa dozen Living 

Unit Officers. This marked the beginning of the chan~e .:: ·.-:llic'lm !lend from 
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Figure 

The main entrance and 

administration building 

at William llt!aJ he for<.! 

the tightening of security 

in 1973. 

a minimum to a medium security prison. Inmates getting trc~~= ==~~ed to the 

priHOil were not to be more dans:;crous, but simply more prc~c c:: s capc. The 

capacity of the prison remained at 150, with a s taff, at t~e - : ~e. of 24, be-

(ore the add it ion of the new Living Unit Off ic~rs. In Oct.:J:: r:·e:-. Superintend-

ent Milner left to become director of the new Pandora Correc::::~3! Centre. 

John Sheridan became Acting Superintendent until John Mulror.~e: •as appointed 

as director in October, 1974, when the institution was offi.:.:. :.G:::.- reclassif-

ied as medium security . Mulroney had come to William Head ~ ==:=r serving in 

the Saskatchewan Penitentiary at Prince Albert for three yec:. ~ = -

One of the programs at William Head that operatec : .: ~~~gh 1973 was 

a tree-spacing program which had begun the previous year 1~ .: :~ and Knight 

Inlets on the west coast of the B.C. mainland. The inmates. :::1 at a time, 

would be driven to Comox, where they would fly into one of : .: :;: :wo inlets. 
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The first group worked ten days , had three off, and worked nno th t• r ten days 

before returning t o the ln~titutl l ll . The second grnup worked r() r LW•) 1.'. ut~ : · 

periods, with a one week break in bl:!twcen. This program Lts t cu for t !1rce: 

years, from 19 72 t o 19 74 . 

Hechc r Bay Tnuf:t n Reserve . Duri ng t he lat e s p rin~ and s ummer of 1973, the 

vocational training program at Wi l liam Head constructed the first of five 

houses at the re serve. For this fj r s t lll)usc, only the oil furn;1cc was con­

tracted out. 

Also in 1973, as if t o sp it e attempts to tight en secur i t y , the 

worst escape attempt ever at William Head 0ccur red . Sine~ its ' ' rening in 

1959, the institution has had some problems with escapes, some of which have 

interesting stories. In 1964, an inmate supposedly escaped und e r the cover 

of a dense fog. After a three day search, the inmate was found in an old, 

unused building on the prison grounds . Another inmate, a fte r d i s:tppeari~g 

I or eleven uayH, LUfllt'U h1msc1 f 1n l o a SookL· fami l y . 1\pp'-li"Cllll y llc W.t ~­

hungry. There are many other stories of escapes, but none worse th,1n tile 

0vent in May, 1973. 

Late on Sunday night, ~tay 13th, a 32 yC'ar old inma te escaped from 

the institution and made his way ove r to nearby Weir's Beach resort . The re, 

in an attempt to steal some money, he first beat an elderly coupl e and robb­

ed them of $30, and then proce <~ded to a nearby house, beat up another man, 

and threw him off his sundeck. All three ended up in Royal Jubilee Hospital 

in fairly good condition. This incident triggereJ off a mas s i ve outcry from 

llu• pt>op]e of Ml· trhoR1n to hnvC' the pr1Aon moved nnd an int l"'n!'l<' m:mhunt t o 

find the escapee. 

The following dayB f:law the prison official s involved in Lwo act iv-
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ities; : : ;~:~:~~the esc3pee 3nd def~nding the prison's existencP. Se3rchcrs 

wo:-ked ::: - -.::-·-:-sa day, with the help of tracking dogs and helicopters. Will­

i.:l::: ::cac .-...a:- is -..ere armed in the search as leads from local re ·-; ident.s were 

:· •)lio'-'e t: . -:-:·.e esc3pe attempt ended after onlv thre(' days whl.!n a local lady 

S?C~ted =~~ escapee in Saanich. In a short while, the R.C.~.P . arrived with 

do~ ~ea:r::;- -=-~.: tl:e inmate was discovered h ldln~ iu a bush. lie offered IH.> 

rc:::.istan: :: .;: his capture 3nd was la ter tGkcn to court and charged with 

cri~es r~~~;::~g to the episode at Weir's Beach . 

. :-.:":rtunately , the outc-ry from l0cal r esidclllS did not end s ,, 

ct :: ickly. =·..:= to a five man escape from the maximum sc~ur ity Correctional 

Devcl0p:::e2~: ~e~tre near Laval, Quebec, a Parliame~tary Inq~iry into the Can­

,:dian pe: . .:-. .::._ s:.-stem wos called for at the same time as the i·.'iJ li;Jm Head esc­

ape . ~~ i:::~ :- of these events reflected well on the penal system in Canada, 

and the -- =~: outcry against William Head did not disappear quickly. 

::: ::ns, the tr;Jnsition from minimum to medium security w;~s finish­

ed, -• .-ith -- ~=--::~ate population of 150 and a staff of 103 at the prison. Emph­

.~~is on :.:~..:--.: ~:ion and vocational training continued, with such courses as 

bricklay1~~i. ?lastc ring, carpentry, cooking, and industrial electricity. All 

of th~se ~~e six month apprenticeship studies and required completion at 

C3m0sun c _. ~ ::e;e or some other educational institution. The ·directnr of voc­

ational sse~:~:es at the time, Torn Horsley, said that they tried to work in 

pre-trade . ::-a~~ing during the six months before an inmate's release. 

~rience, as well as education, was gained by the inm<ltes as they 

finished ::e second of five houses at Becher Bay Indian Reserve. A group of 

five in:::a:.::::5 also constructed a Brownie Hut on Sookc River Road near Milne's 

Landing, ::~~:ere with fireplace and barbeque. Another program at th~ time 

w3S a co-··i:":o:~ative market selling inmate crafts in Victoria. Con:1rts, as 1t 
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was known, operated on fort Street .Jnd proceeds were split between the co­

operative and the intnat.! S. 

,\local news p:t;->e r <Hticl e in Dccemhcr uf 1975 t old of ~he ~ucccss 

of the William Head day pass program. The article reported that the program 

W'-IS 99.91% successfu l, with only three of 3,300 inmates released on esc(1rted 

and unescorted day passes not r eturning. The day parole program , where par­

olees are under the care of the National Parole Board, had an 84.75% success 

rate. Of the 59 inmates released under this program, five violated paroll! 

rules , two were charged with new crimes, and two escaped. 

In 1976, a marine biology course was offered at William Head as a 

part of the ongoing education program. It was ins tructed by Bob Pauwels, 

with about six students attending. An air-brake course was also offered in 

conjun~tion with Camosun College and, on September 19th, 13 inmat~s won their 

air-brake certificates. 

On DccE'mher lst, 1977, the present warden of \.Jill iam IIC'ad Instit ­

ution, Mr. Arlie Bender, w<lS appointe<.! to that pos iti<m. Ill! had , at that 

tJmc, about 16 years of experience with thC' Cnnnd!an Penitcnt1ary Service, 

having worked at Collins Bay, Ontario, Stoney Hountain Prison, Hanitoba, and 

B.C . Penitentiary , Matsqui prison, and Regional Headquarters in British Col­

umbia. Before coming to William Head, Mr. Bender was Assistant Director of 

Industries at Matsqui. 

Not long before his oppointment, there was a second hostage taking 

incident at William Head, this time involving one inmate and two officers. 

On November 20th, 1977, an inmate, who had been drinking home brew, entered 

a control area where two guards were stationed and robbed them of $30 at 

knifepoint. He was soon overpowered and taken to Colwood R.C.M .P . where he 

was later charged and had three more years added to his four year sentence. 
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1n 1979, it seemed as if the res idents <'f Netcltobin wrw wanted the 

prison moved wer ..: to have their way . On Febr ua r·: 16th, Progr~r. !1ircct l' r 

Colin Sheppa rd announced that by 1984, with the construction of a new 400 

man unit r.!!ar Kamloops, William Head Institut ion would be maJ c reuunclanL. 

While the 127 staff members were told they would h1! ofiercd t!tjuiv;.r ]cnt iohs 

elsewhere, the n~ws sparked the revival of specula tion over the future usc­

of William Head. In Kamloops, some hiring was don<' as well as sornc sitl· 

preparation, but any plans were SOO il stopped when the whole idea was dropped 

early in MarciL The decision was apparently made without the consent of 

Solicitor-General Jean-Jacques Blais who vetoed the idea, reiterating a 

statement he had made at Kamloops that the only federal penitentiary to be 

phased out would be the maximum security B.C. Penitentiary. Today , there 

are still no immediate plans to close down the institution. 

Although the following year, 1980, was marked by a rash of escapes , 

it came after a long period of escape free operation . After the Lightening 

o f security in 1974, escapes continued to be a slight problem. In August, 

1976, three inmates escaped with the help of a young woman in a bnat, who 

picked up the inmates in the wnter off WillJ.:tm llcad and took them into Vic-

turia. Two months later, a more violent escape occurred when a pair of in-

mates crashed through the prison gates in the institution 's "fire truck. This 

escape led to a tightening of security which apparently worked, for, from 

" ? January , 1978 to January) 1980, there were no escapes at all from William Head 

over the full two year period. 

The escape free years, however, were broken in February, 1980, with 

an attempt that marked the beginning of a rash of escapes that lasted for 

over six months. Late in February, two inmates tried to escape by water, 

but sadly met their end in the icy waters of Juan de Fuca Strait. But their 
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Head tc~ar~3 ~~=e Rocks . 

attempted :: e ~:a?e into 

the waters ~= :~~de Fuca 

Strait. 

deaths did not act as a deterre~t as . . =~ly a month later, another pair of in­

mates tried to escape on a makeshi~: ~a::. They were, fortunat e ly, pic ked up 

within 24 hours. Early in July, a:: ::-:r..a:e escaped successfully by raft, foll­

owed by two others on a raft less : ::::...:1: . .a week later. Towards the end of July, 

another three inmates escaped by ra :·:: . .1fter attempting to fool the dormitory 

officers by placing dutmDies in the:.r :-:-=s. Finally, on July 30th, one more 

inmate escaped by riding out with :~e - ::ash in the garbage truck, bringing 

the total number of escapes, in less =~~ six months, to eleven. Two other 

inmates tried to escape by raft in :::.: :· : :~!>~r of 1980, but were soon picked up 

in Ju<Jn de Fuca Strait, barely al!·:c. 

The other main e"\•ent o: -'· -.·as the prison's first and only ver­

ified murder. On March 16th, a S~ ·.-e.:.c:: ,:,ld inmate was stabbed to death by a 

fellow prisoner, after the t'a'o ha.:! ":.;.1 : "-:'l aq;ument in the prison kitchen. 
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~=~nded inmat e managed to struggle to the hospital, but died soon after . 

. ::~ ~::used inmate tried to claim the other had stabbed himself. but ..:as 

.. - -- -­- - ---- ~uilty of manslaughter and sentenced to anoth~r five years in pr ison . 

:oday. William HeaJ Institutic•n, under the direct i on u i Warden 

· - ~- -~ 3ender, remains as a medium s~cu rit y fed era l penitentiary. Although 

:~5t itution has lost some of its original freedom of activity, as secur-

~ls tightened, it is still unique in its setting among Canadian pcniten-

·_ ~ ~.:.: :.:;;.. As a receiving institution, the inr.t.Jtc>s at William lleaJ are no 

: _ :::i! : specially screened before transferring to the institution. The i n-

~~=== ; =?ulation of 150, with a 100i. turnover e ·Jery six to eight months, is 

~:::t rolled by a staff of about 135. 

Various programs still exist today for the inmat es' personal dev-

e~ -=~c~l and resocialization. Some of these programs come under the direc t-

: : the recreation department, which facilitates opportunit ies fo~ physi-

c.:: • . : .:_::: aliun, n·rreation, and entertainmC'nt. The rccr<:·ation officers , 

::~:. :;.: :::.- jolffson and Wally Klein, provide in s truction and coaching , direct 

= ~~: ::3:ional Open Houses and socials, escort inmates on temporary absence 

7':-: :-t :.!..--::s for recreational purposes, as well as supervising all other rec-

r ... ·.:.: : :.::: program~. Facilities at the institution now include tennis courts, 

a ;::: course, a gymnasium, a pool room, a cards room, a weight lifting area, 

.1 ~ ~~6:~g trail, a fishing wharf, three television rooms, and a soccer and 

'> sv::::a:l field. While 30 to 40% of th~nmate population is involved in act-
' I 

i·.- ~ £.. ;··.:•sical recreation, about 90i. of the inmate s participate in the less 

ac:~ :·~ ?rograms such as cards and pool. Golf and fishing are the most att-
......._ 

er:~::: :.-ear round programs;, but) during the summer
1
softball attracts a large 

c:- :· ... ..-:. Films and video movies are often brought in and t hey also attract a 

larT~= ~c rtion of the inmate population all year. 
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The remains of the old 

Quarantine Station's dock 

are now used as the inmates' 

fishing wharf. 

Arts and Crafts are another dimension of the inmate s ' ;:c c :-: :-:::~1 dev­

elopment. Participation in this program, as in r ecreation, i s t o: :a::y vol-

untary, with inmate participation varying from year to year. As " '"':: as be-

ing a mc:1ns of self-improvement and a constructive use of lei!:i ure : __ r.~. an 

inmate can actually supplement his income by selling his craft. - ~e¥~~al 

displays have sold William Head crafts through the Saanich and Ja·; ·:.::x fairs . 

f:Jcilities at the institution include a pottery shop and four spec~i~ hobby 

areas, but some arts and crafts can be worked on anywhere. Arts i 3~= Crafts 

Officer David Otke arranges periodic workshops and supervises the :=-=-=~asing 

of tools and materials and the marketing of the finished crafts . ~:2 :n­

mates are responsible for buying their own tools and materials, b~~: receive 

a little monetary assistance from the institution . 

Many clubs and groups exist in the institution unc e r t he ::rection 
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: fi c vr IUch;nd l'u~sh·y . 1lvvr the yL•ar :-. , 

these groups have inch:de: a - .... --. - ... 
• • ., l • - - • ": 

I)IH.!Sl group whi <.: h hclj1C..! : ·..;: ..• 

~ nd~.Jn gr~·up, n loas tm."l s t..:r:-;' Club, 3 

hel p out cot the .Jnnual :a:.-.:~.;:~·-: :.::- , and the long-las: i n!; Alcohol ics Anony-

H.,J us grvup. 

The l.ltndalc ?:-::-;:-.::::-. . ·~ ~ ::-e i r.:nates Wllrk o n a o ne to one basis 

with handicapped people, ~as ex :~s : e~ since 1974. The inmates are first giv-

en lessons and lectures on •·.:-:-i<. : .: :-.: ·. ·i th the handicapped and then spend one 

day a week in training ar.d t~re~ - : ~ys a week working with a patient from 

l.lc>ndale Hospital. When the:.- ~E :::: : ·-e ir day parole, some inmates do volunteer 

' i ' l: : ~ ~ L· prl'IH.'Illly tll'Vi'll lnmtlll' ll wnrklnx out of 

a small building on the pr1s.:-n . ~=- = ~~ds and, with the one to one work at Will-

iam Head , patients progress :as::e :- :~an they would at Glendale Hospital alone. 

~·e c:~dale building 

t~e ~~tes work with 
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Another program, whJch does not exl s L. ~:...:a ·: . · .. .:;:; the Vic West 

Youtlt Pr,•grnm, ll projl'<"t of th(' Optimum Croup, : . i:~.·r :::~ ·-· d LltL' /\11-purpo~;l' 

Croup. Limited to twelve members, the group of i~=a::~~ ~~ rked with youth at 

risk in a~sociation with the Vic We s t Community .:..ss c.::.:~:::J n. The young peo-

ple would come t o William Head to rap with in=a :e ~ =~~ = ~ -:)0 to 9:30 once~ 

week. The group, however, found two hours was :c~ : :J talk, so they got 

into arts and sports . After that, the group w:::-~..:2.::: s~ ::~::..: :he evening involv-

ed in a sport or art activity, with the last half he~.: ~~ :~:ng used for the 

rap session. The program worked so well that j u::!!;eS ;..·:·.:. : .: recommend young 

offenders to attend it as a part of prob.'ltion. -:-:-:e ;-:-:-:.::-.:.::• beg~11 ln 1973 

.1tHI f olded siwrtly after the opening of \'jc Wt..! :> t 's :1.:: ... ~ :.:~ trc jn 1978. 

A further step in the resocializatio:~ o: ~:-: :::~:~:; is tile Temporary 

/\bscnce · ('1'./\.) progrnm, where they :~re actunll·: a: 1o·...-<:::.: ::. l<·avc the instit-

ution. The first step in this program is E.T.A. 's cr ~=~:rted temporary 

a bsences. After serving a certain a mount of his sen: ~:~:e . an inm~te may 

apply for an E.T.A. for a specific reason, which ::.ay :~ ~y not be approved. 

~ X lf it is approved, he would be escorted by a prisc:1 c:~~ :.::al ·~After this, 

the inmate may apply for U.T.A. 's or unescorted te;:.?o:- :-E:-:.- absences, where 

the inmate leaves the institution on his own hono~..:r. ~~:s type of absence 
GW't 

:>is much more difficult to attain than~E.T.A.~ After -: .A.'s ; day and full 

parole are the next steps in the gradual release ~f i~~~:cs back into soci-

l'ty . The lcnp,th of t1mc nn inmate uctunlly spcnJs !:; :·..:- :i n~t1tution is 

largely dependent on his behaviour there. The le~~::~ ~- ~:s sentence can be 

lengthened or shortened by good or bad behaviour, .:1s : :, <.: possibilities 

of getting a T.A . program. 

Education is still an important part of t~e :-:~ :- at ion of William 

Head. Up to 1980, the education program wos run:::-::-~ ~.::.:.·. E-:1 extens ion of the 



86 

Sock<• District School Board, but , in August, 1980, t!:e :.::-::;·.:::- :: it:· of \'ictor­

i :t t.-1ok over the education program at Willi.1m Head. The: _:-. _·.,:,r :-; it:.: of Vic­

l 1Hi.1 bcg.Jn this proAr.1r.: .1t B. C. l'l'n1tcnti.1ry in May, Jc;. -;:_ :.. - ·111 experiment 

and in September as a full-time program. 7h~ follo.-in£ : ,_ :.c • • a ~arallel pr o­

gram ~as begun at Matsqui Institution, with courses, at = ~~a : : 1mc , onl y go-

ing up to the second year level. In 1976, however, due :: : ·..:jent interest 

and demand, third and fourth year courses were also offe~c:: . ln 1979, with 

the closure of the B.C. Penitentiary, the program was tr :::. ::.s::-:;ed to Kent 

Institution and, in August, 1980, the program began at ~o:.;:;:-.:j, ~:1 Institution 

and William Head Institution. 

When the ;') rogram began at William lll'ad, under ~ t:· .::! : :-:::lt C:o-prd !n­

·1lor Henry Hoekema, it had both a General Educ.:ltional De\-e L~:: -::.cnt (G.E.O.) 

Program. to bring inmates equivalent to the grade twelve :...:.e·.-:.:.., and a Univ­

t!rsity course program. At the outset of the program, the:- == -..--::::-c t..,·elve 

C. E. D. students and twenty University students. Under t ::e :..::-.:c tion of Hen­

ry Hoekema, who had been at Matsqui and B. C. Penitentiary :": :- several years , 

such courses as English, Psychology, and Theatre were of fer==~ . The first 

semester ended with eight G.E.D. students and fourteen u:-: i~ve=s:ty students 

finishing. Originally the G.E.D. was taught by outside •orrr~=s, but now 

inmate tutors, who have received 45 units or more, teach ~~ :. 

Today, William Head is an official off-campus a::- z:G ::f the Univer­

sity of Victoria . The program i s run from the Educati0na l : _:lding, which 

has two classrooms, two small study rooms, a couple o: of: :: :=:; . and a lib­

rary . The building is open from 8 a .m. to 9 p.m., 'Jith .:>:: :. _:, ::unate staff 

operating in it from 5 p.m. onwards. Although the program :3 ~un solely by 

University of Victoria staff, there is a student council ~~~:~~thing is done 

without the full knowledge and consent of the students. .'· . .:..:..:·..: : 357. of the 
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~•unal~ populalit'll it~ prl'sently involved, the lllllnht: r varying between tldrty 

and flfly stuJenls, wldlt.! other lnslltutlo11s <~ltract abotll 207. uf the inu:atc 

po pul :1 c 1 on. 

The education program at William Head tries to produce • critically 

t:linking student, rather than an educated crimin3l. The emph.1sis is more on 

developing cognitive abilities and a sense of moral reasoning through a lib­

eral arts approach than simply getting a degree . But working with an inmate 

pOJ>ulation is very different to the usual university life. The high turn­

over rate of inmates makes it difficult to develop a sense of continuity in 

the program. llcnry Hoekema or iginal.ly worked alone on the project, hiring 

teachers on four month contracts to teach specific courses. ln 1981, how­

ever, Jacquie ~elson became the first woman to become a full time assistant 

co-ordir1ator when she was hired for that position at William Head. She has 

now left that position to become Resident Co-ordinator at M.1tsqui. 

Along with the usual courses offered at the institution, corresp­

ondence courses are offered for pre-G.E.O., G.E.O., and university courses. 

Inmates who are involved in some aspect of the education program have had 

fewer charges, and security around the Educational building is not a problem. 

A study concluded in 1981 stated that inmates, who have taken at least two 

courses a year for two years, have a recidivism rate of 14 to 16%, compared 

to the usual 55%. It is interesting to note that the man who began the univ­

ersity program at B.C. Penitentiary in 1972 was actually a high school level 

teacher at William Head in the late 1960's. 

One of the more well-known programs at William Head has developed 

out of the university program. One of the early theatre courses at William 

Head required that a play be produced. So, in May, 1981, a Harold Pinter 

play, "The Birthday Party", was put on in the chapel, with over 600 people 
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co;ning to ·:· . .:.:o-· .. :.he play over its six night run . The productiun •.:as such a 

·; ~~<..: n·~s L.:;::.. • . : '::lmeJ i.JLt · lv a f Ll·r tiH· fir~H pl:tv flnl•.lwd, Lhl· WI 1 I f;u:1 lkaJ 

Am:tt.:> ur Till·:. ::::- .· (W. H. t\. T . ) Snr let y was fo r mlJ ;1s :1 nfln-p r of it •>r;·anizntion. 

Since the:--. : ·.: other plays have been produceJ; "Dracula", shown over nine 

nights in ·_ .:: :~::- r, !981 and drawing about a thousand people, and "The Knight 

of the 3ur r::. ::-: ?est:e", shown over 14 night s in April and May of 1982, again 

drawi:-~g ar: ·.: :.::-. .: a th.:>usand viewers. All proceeds from these productions are 

used to fi~~3~:e further dramatic productions . 

. -~~iy , the W.H.A.T. Society is open to all inmates who have an 

interest i:: : -~ 3tre, either on or back stage. For each of the productions, 

about thir: -:-:-· ::-_-:-.aces have been involved, with around a dozen outsiders, in­

cluding fe~~~:: :heatre students from the University of Victoria to fill any 

female rolt:: <::s. Al th0ugh the plays are put on inside the prison, with large 

numhers of ~~==le attending, there have been no security problems . To help 

develop the~ ::- :alents, inmates have received workshops in lighting, costume 

design, vo:::: ~•d other areas. So far, the three plays produced have done 

very well, :- :~eiving very good reviews, and the next production is planned 

for October :- . :~82 , when "Ten Little Indians" will be shown. 

-~~:es a t William Head Institution continue to work as we l l as 

participate ~ ~ the various programs at the institution. Each inmate is as­

signed t o . .: : : ::ain area and task and is paid on a scale that ranges from 

$1.60 to Sb: .- ~ per day . The w~ge is determined by the type of work and pos­

itio n held . . ~~j inmates may receive raises if their work is done well . 

;.~: -'1 ,:-.ugh it has changed dramaticc.~lly over Lhc year::; si nce its in­

ception in :;59, William Head Institution remains a uniq~e pri son among Can­

ada 's peni: :~: iaries. With no barbed wire fence s urrounding it and cats, 

rabbits, c~a~~= a geese, a nd a pe t goat named Radar roaming freely around the 
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..:oming to view the play over its six night run. The production ~.o·as such a 

: ;ucn·~Hl t hat, imn•~Jlatl'!v aftl·r th(' first plav flnJ·.hnl, thl' Wl l ll:u:1 lkaJ 

AmatL>ur Th(.';ltre (W.H.A. T.) SClc l e ty was formlJ .1s a n0n-prof1t ,)q·an1za tion. 

Since thef'l, two other plays have been produced; "Dracula", shown over nine 

nights in October, 1981 and drawing about a thousand people, and "The Knight 

of the Burning Pestle", shown over 14 nights in April and May of 1982, again 

drawing around a thousand viewers. All proceeds from these productions are 

used to finance further dramatic productions. 

Today, the W.H.A.T. Society is open to all inmates who have an 

interest in theatre, either on or back stage. For each of the productions, 

about thirty inmates have been involved, with around a dozen outsiders , in­

cluding female theatre students from the University of Victoria to fill any 

f emale roles. Although the plays are put on inside the prison, wtth large 

numbers of people attending, there have been no security problems. To help 

develop their talents, inmates have received workshops in lighting, costume 

design, voice and other areas. So far, the three plays produced have done 

very well, receiving very good reviews, and the next production is planned 

for October, 1982, when "Ten Little Indians" will be shown . 

Inmates at William Head Institution cont inue to work as well as 

participate in the various programs at the institution. Each inmate is as­

signed to a certain area and task and is paid on a scale that ranges from 

$1.60 to $6.45 per day. The w.tge is determined by the type of wo rk and pos­

it.ion held, and inmates may receive raises if the ir work is done well. 

Although it has changed dramatic.Jlly over the year~ since it~ in­

ception in 1959, William Head Institution remains a uniq~e prison among Can­

ada's penitentiaries. With no barbed wire fence surrounding it and cats, 

rabbits, Canada geese, and a pet goat named Rada r roaming freely around the 
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