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at the end of the first paragraph ADD :- There are fourteen active groups
in William Head involving some 50 - 60% of the inmate population and a
considerable number of citizen volunteers.

in the last paragraph lines 1 & 2 change University‘of Victoria to read
Simon Fraser University.

this change also applies to the same paragraph next to the last line.
Paragraph 2 last sentence please delete in its entitity and insert

She is now the Resident Co-ordinator at William Head Institution.

line 7 after viewers. and before All proceeds'please insert

"Agatha Christie's "Ten Little Indians" was another resounding success
in the Fall of '82, followed by a well received "Macbeth" in the Spring
of '83. A smash hit in the Fall of '83 "One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest"
was sold out for the last nine performances in the Institution, and with
support from the McPherson Playhouse, Monday Magazine, the National
Parole Board, and a lot of very hard team work, the Cuckoos Nest was
taken to Victoria to a sell-out audience of over 800 people for a one
night stand. A local author who teaches at the University-of Victoria
had his play "Paper Cage" put on as a world premiere and the Fall
production of "Stalag 17" will be taken to the McPherson for two nights
in October '84."

Paragraph 2 - line 8 - delete the sentence beginning with "So far, the...

and ending "will be shown."
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Some said it would never be tc.:Z._.

much to tell., But these people were wro-:c.

heritage and mystique of one of Canada's

Y a history has been unfolded with care a-c

szners douvted there

-2, In an effort

m
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to —rTeser

~mosz beautiful and tranguil

ﬂeliheration)to reveai tiv

J »and soul/ of the land known as William Zeza:

ociated with the area.

It is somewhat ironical that z:::

by historians even though it has witnessz=z:

much political and social controversy, T-T- 1Zing an atmosphere 3z-

which should be nurtured and preserved.

“occupicd by buildings of yesteryenr#EnEE

M

ment, which provides a vision into the ~zaz:

sent. To not recognize and protect thi:s

Injustice.

I hope you will read and muss
moment how much would have been lost i=

haps all that might have been left wou__-.

z=d the people wh

~znd has been gen

o have

erailw

==& bifeh and develos=¢os

West with all its glories and dramas. «I___::=m Head has been

in a beautiful =n

~1d an understand

zznssphere would, in

this history and
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z:we had it not been wc-itzaxn.

:zve been provocative thoii:

the buildings, land, and people, 21l wzz:zoo.

substance or cla
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not Tors-r z-zt which has helped bulld the foundations of Canada's west

¢nast. .1 .- zzory is to give o sense of dignity and pride to a small and
remarkadlc  zrzz of land, so 1t may be recognized for the import int role it
has plavad === Cznada's history.

Head, Social DPevelopment

Andrew St. Paul - Butler
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e TlEE  oant over oy sd bmetre Inmoer L . LW waters of duan do
Tued 8Eré. oz oar Lhe southernm tip of Vanoeosver -2t wy lies William jieai.

Yis fiv  z-. Zrhutus clad peuninsula has ac inzi.o-:z-1ing and unigue histore,

 TAT I - 7 1B o o dsland, but for all of Canoo . . Lie site of an Indlan
T r Vi vny the Weir famiivy's homestead o Torn, western Canada's

gaarantico . stztion, and, finailv, 1s a feder- -.-ditenziaryv, William Head
s witne cend the evolutica of shipplone an v se tera Pacitic Veean, and

creeted TTiozl:s with diverse backgrounds from :--. -ver the world. It has
seen natyi oz Indians paddle to its shores in -:..:_: canoes and Spanish and
British v-=-lcrers sail by in weathered ships :r-:= halfway around the globe.
Tt has we-_::mcd the area's early settlers, wi.:.- zrrived in small paddle

stea—ers.  :nZ Canada's later immigrants, brouczz-: :-v the famous Canadian

Pacific Uim-ress liners. It has housed Chine=:: I:-:ourers, brournt by thosc
sdre likne=sT:, -n their way to France in the Grr-z=:z: «ar, and lccal fishermen,
trained . .- stwecial landing craft, to protect < west coast in the second
World War:-. T“rese and other storics form the _=zorv of William Head., The
tollowin:- . -szus have tried to capture seme ... -3 events, ships, and
veeple toooco cave added to that history over o . wars. The story beglns
lmest oot Sundred years ago.

I= the year 1592, a Greck sailer {r~-r I:rhalonia named Apostolos
Valerian-:z: -ezame the first European to nhave :== opportunity of seeing
William . z222 and the area surrounding it. —zz= Zze Fuca, as he is more

cormanly  «mown today, was sent by the Spaniss .Jiterov of Mexico on a

voyace : exploration to the northwest ccas:t 7 ‘“merica. He is reported



have discovered o bread inlet

{9

latitude and to have sailed int-

there is no o'ficial

day classified as an apucrvphal +

After this expedition,

northwest coast of horth America

panish exploration began in this
of The following yea

Juan 'erez.

took posscsslon of the coast in ¢

(o)

r
J

as 57 20" latitude. Although =
lead expeditions to the northwest
strait of Juan de Fuca eluded dis
passing it, but failing to sight
It was not until Julv of
(harles William Barkley, arrived
'war, Je Fuca was found and named
did noé take the time to explore
" ;/:hat accompanying him on this vexr
distInctlon of being the first E.
is now British Columbia.

So it was left to the Sz
chart the land surrounding Juan
Lieutenant Francisco Eliza left
command u{ the Spanisl post at N\:

ers, Salvador Fidalgo and Manuel

Nootka on April 7th, Eliza ordere

While Fidalgo headed north, Quicmo<r<

documentatic:

L

47 vr 48 doegrees nortt

Ateant

~oit Gventy davs. Unfortunatels,

A ind so it i still to-

vovaze,

+2& wvery little activity along the

-:2¢ in the cighteenth century.

o

earlv as

1774, with the voyage

crancisco Cuadr..

Ia Bodegn v

R ]

s oy e

-I the Spanish Crown, as far north

LY P
T% litg Zranisi and thoe British were to
vest n. following years, tne 'mvthical!

zove=r:, with even Captain .Jamcs Cook

. ==en another British captain, named

-wperial Eagle, that the Strait of

2izgzs Its supposed discoverer. Barkley
t"e szrzit, but it iz interesting to note
zz2  wz= is 17 year old bride}uho has the
ropeiezt woman to reach the shores of what
z2niz=-Zs to be the first to explore and

< To:uz:z Sfrrait. On February 3rd, 1790,

-~ I_z:z, Mexico, and sailed ncrth to take
it&d-. wmoth Eliza were two other command-

and soon after their arrival at

two men on voyages of exploration.

gz: .2 to the south, leaving Neotka on
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“av 3lst, In hepes of finding Juain 2. - ‘trait. He toobt with uij-
memhers and nine seldiers on the s-o_- = . ~2asa Real, a seized Jric!

rormerly named the Princess Roval,

In less than a month, Qui- = o beamd Guan de Fuca Stralt

begun t> explore it. On June 218th T+ ~-:::ned the area around Wiliiar Head,

and tn his diary tor that davy e ro rzz.- thas

At 11:30, wihen inoa laree 2t eaut iful readstead,
L} l*

which 1 named 'Eliza' |, [ zzr:---ed with the port anchor
In 11 fathoms in mudldy s:-2.. -_wing previvusly furled
the salls. A cance now came- :.: with four Indians,..
At 2 in the afternoon the l_:o-:-cat departed at my
behest with the pilot and tzns second pilot to reconn-

oitre two points, distant I--om the anchorage | and 4
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showing Juaa @z Tuca Strait

and Nootka. s

* Y
I'edder Bay, named after Francisco Ziiz=s:, commander at Nootka.
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miles respectivelv, and which apparentiv formed inlets
from the strait. At sunset the came back and the
pilot teld me that the first point, whicn 1 named
L' ' l* '
Santv Domingo' |, made with the seoond, witleh [ named
: . Pt ; : itk xxk!"2
San Miguel', a finc roadstcad which I named 'sclanu'.
Several davs later, he claimed the land in tne name of the Spanish Crown,
tecording ofat YAt 4 1o the alternoon | tvok posesaion, planted the Cross,
buried the bottle with all the other ceremonies which the instructions pre-
; 3 :
scribed and fired repeated salutes.' For the native people of the area,
who had lived there for hundreds of years without European contact, it st
have been a strange sight.
The following year, Eliza himself was to make a voyage to this
vV Jarea, sailing in the San Carlos and Santa Saturninay and,in 1792, Dionisio

GCaliano and Cavetano Vald€s, sailing in the Sutil and Mexicana, sailed into

the strait, touching at many of the places Quimper had charted two years
carlier. In 1794, however, after several years of tense relations, the
Lritish and Spanish signed an agreement for the joint abandonment of the
settlement of Nootka, This was to mark the end of Spanish activity on the
northwest coast, and the beginning of British hegemony in the area. Today,
. ) X x
Y _-little remains to remind us of the Spanish in this area ezcept for some
A
place names and some old carthworks, apparently used for fortification,

which still can be seen around Metchosin,

— ' U{JD* - v oo ks p .
RO W™ 4l liemtesdy—the Spanish,meaning Holy Sundayi’.-. Viilise bead).
o k% a ; {
N - “#%1bovrtHead;—the Spanish.meaning Saint Michaellll-. 2 . = s>

< k& .
Harry-Bayy KManed after Jos& Solano y Bote, Marquis del Socorro, a high

; e T L
naval offlcer in the Spanish service at that time,! - fhrrYEﬂfj_
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B o1 Lo Spaavesh withdrawsl TReR ST EL. B Frat. «. as b &
ehvrcige santoit.: ofF the nerthwest foasts Although: Standards, = .. =3 39¢
6111100 A A s e trad Jae T this arva, §0 was oanlsw e Amer: = 2
were > wisz Tor ocontrel! of the northuJdest with the Britisr., The Briit_so-
American CtoThzmzion of owrtober 20th, (818 extended the beundary [ oziezz, the
lnlic 3 Statie~ a ! Writi b North Amortea from the Liasae OF the Wowd s+ L0 zue
caust, aleng 1 e -<dtl Parallel, to the Rocky Mountnirs. Beyond v+ Vrowies

the drecon wrritory, which fncluded most of present day drecon, ~su:- _nvton,

i siutaer= 3ritish Columbid; Was amle jeointly eccuiied verriteor. ... 5 2™ ta
clnlidads Bf IStE cuuntrics’for a period 1 ten years. On Accus: -:-:-. .B27,

another convviation extended the agreement of 1818 for an indé-7iniz_. z=riod

< inal

-~
(=
-

ol tine. ~nzer these conventlons, Willlam Head, [rom 1818 un

resclution -7 t=e international border in 1846, was joint Azerican--Izitish

territery.

Figure 2.
The Oregon Terrltory

£
between 1818 and 1846. "



J

Three vears atter the conventior ot 1313, in an eff rt to increase
heér ¢laim on the territory, the brirish C:own arnntod a monopoly for trading
in the Oregon Territory to tie Hudson's Ba: Company. The Roval license of
1821 granted the company "the exclusive privilege of trading with the lnd-

ians in all such parts of North America to the northward and westward of the
=

~ ; ; : Gl 1
.~ said territories for the period of twenty-one vears".” This license, granted

7

by King George V, was renewed only 17 vears later when Oueen Victoria
granted another Tieense to the Hudson's Bay Company for another 21 years
from the "Court at Buckingham Palace, 30th dav o1 May, 1838. By Her
Majesty's Cnmmand".b

During the years of their monopoly, the Hudson's Bay Company was
very active in the northwest. Presuming that the international border would
follow the Celumbia River from the Rockies to the coast, the company built
its main headquarters at Fort Vancouver on the north bank of the Columbia in
1825, it was sovon decided, however, that a new site should be found due to
the hazards to shipping on the Columbia and the uncertainty about the place-
ment of the international boundarv. Different areas were studied, and in
1837 Captain William McNeill, in the steamship Beaver, was sent to reconn-
oitre the southern tip of Vancouver Island. Chief Factor of the Hudson's
Bay Company, John McLoughlin, was impressed by Captain McNeill's report, and
in 1839, he travelled with McNeill, in the Beaver, to view what is now
Victoria harbour. McLoughlin noted that "It is a very fine hartour, acc-
essible at all seasons, but it is not a place suitable to our purpose’’,
thus temporarily postponing the founding of a settlement at Victoria.

Over the following years, pressure increased to move the settle-
ment away from Fort Vancouvery so)early {n 1842, McLoughlin ordered .James

Douglas to make another study of southern Vancouver Island. 1n July of that



velr, the decision was made to move the main settlement {rom Fort Vancouver
VOt Vancouver | J.uaq\ and owuglas handed ic his s ticial reoort, recomnmending
the Port of Cam-sack, later Victoria, as the site of the new permanent
settlement.

In March, 1843, Douglas returned to Camosack harbour, chose a site,
and began digging and clearing. Jn June 10th, Victoria was officially
named after the reigning Brictish monarch. The move was a timely une, for
on August 5th, 1846, the Oregon Boundary Treaty extended the British-
American border along the 49th Parallel to the coast, where it dijped south
to include all of Vancouver Island in Pritish territory.

Also in 1846, William Hcad received its present name. Captain
Henry Kellett, appointed to survey the Victoria area in the vesscl Herald
and its smaller companion Pandora, is credited with naming William Head and
farrv Bay after his friend Rear Adiiral Sir William Fdward Parrv, the famous
Arctic navigator and explerer. Kellett also named Pedder Bay, after annther
triend, and Albert Head, after His Royval Highnoss Prince Albert, husband of
vyueen Victoria.,

In 1849 Vancouver Island became an cfficial British colony and, on
Linuary 13th, the Hudson's Bay Company recelved the island through a Roval
Charter of CGrant, with the provision that; while the company would have full
control of the island colony, it would also have tu establish a cettlement
tiwre within five vears. In Junc of that year, Vancouver Islund'c first
independent settler, Captain Walter C. Grant, arrived and settled in Socke.
tiiis home was later to be inhabited by the original owner or William Head.

After the colony was granted to the Hudson's Bay Company in 1849,

it was "considered necessary to conlorm with the usual British practice of

“{rst extinguishing the proprietary rights of the native pcoplu“? before



Fitle 5o Zands conld b pranies TTL Taeeia drrived settlerse S Chiced
2 rzsu s for ohe Hudsen''s: Sgx JomRaTT Jzres walas toek on the tasky and.in
Za¥e orzil Ane early Mav o F Iefl. .= Sude nirs toEptics wilth the flatdve

EOP s a2 Thve Yiotorta, Myde soeiy DOF kL greas, now kRnow. as the Fort
1 ¥ Al

:: treaties.

The native people of =i .o rear; at the tire of Europ~in contact,

S LR Lo Lekwungnynang or Stradle s tengne, oo omember of the larper
t..ast  Zziish language family. At : - ime of the Fort Victoria trcaties,

re wzre four main divisicons ¢f 1 = :riraits Salish occupving the south-

vasterTs zir of Vancouver Island; -:::= Tzanich, Songhees (or Songish), some

:z==, and the Sooke. 7The arez . zrz.:nd wWilliam Head was occupied bv the

7 Klallizz Yewd—wes—tecupled bhy—tigm =7 s s at that time,

Flguras 3

Distridut<i-= =f native
indian grroocs con Southern

> Vincouver - =1 and.,
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The Klallam, however, had only recentlv inhabited the Metchosin
arei. ‘raditionally, Songhees territory stretched at least as far as Al-
bert Head, and possiblv all the way to William llead, with the westernmost
winter village at Wittv's Lagoon. One Songhevs informant stated that /1-
bert Head was the southern boundary of the Songhees, with the coastline
beyond belonging to the Sooke. The Scoke apparentlv inhabited the Metchosin
arca originallv, with a winter village at the head of Pedder Inlet. It was
reported that in the early 1800's, the Sooke tribe fought with the tribe
then living at Sooke, tiwe Skwanungus. The Sooke made war on them and tcok
over Sooke River at first, and iater Sovke Farbour, thus leaving the William
liead area. After moving out to Socke Bay, the Skwanungus were eventually
annihilated by the Makah.

1t was not until after the arrival and settlement of Europeans at
Fort Victoria that the Klallams began to inhabit the area the Sooke had
deserted in Metchosin. The Klallam had previously been based on the Aner-
fcan side of Juan de Fuca Strait, but had been In contact with Vancouver
Island %or many vears. John Muir, close Iriend and, later, in-law of the
original owner of William tead, who had resided in Sooke since 1850, re-
ported that the Sooke were a hardy and warlike race and that no single tribe
would attack them. But in 1848, the Klallam joined with two other tribes
and nearly annihilated them. 7Two years later, the Fort Victoria reaties
were signed.

In 1850, Jamecs Douglas signed two of the nine treaties with the
Klallam tribes in Metchosin. The two tribes were the Kakyaakan, with a
population around 59 living between Point Albert (Albert Head) and the in-
let of Whoyung (Pedder Bay),) and the Chewhaytsum, wit a pepulation arcund

177, living "between the Inlet of Whoyune and the Bay of Syusung, known as



on Indian Beac.:” z:z william
Head around 1-+-.I. fP.A.B.C.

#57322)

3
Soke Inlt["_lo Sl Wil s Epeats . L anaton] Mase sk, FES .t 3 pay-
ment to L Indiams, e Rasnasreo I wis purchased I'nrfv'-"J. 3. and
paid off with 52 blankets, while =7« rzwnavtsum received 5- -._zn -1z worth
£45. 10s.. Not long after the tr-at: .3 were signed, the Kakyaa<:=- vlallams
left the Witty's Lagoon area to join :I:e Chewhaytsum at Becher Z:z- After
William Head was officially transfer--z: :v these treaties into z: . ::zntrol of
the British, It Is reported that the  -iziives continued to use ti.  -:-c of the
peninsula as a summer camp up until :-: first World War. Archec.._::::s today
have tound three midden sites at WiZ .. = dead, remoants of anci- - - .mmer
camps, dating back a thoussad years -T z_re.

Once the Hudson's Bay Cec—-:zr nad official control oI =:-: :zolony
and the land, it attended te the proo_l:= of establishing a sett’.--:z-1 on the
island under {ts flrst Governor, Sir  :._-ard Blanshard, and, afzcr- =~_—, 1851,
its second Governor, Sir James Dougi_.-:. 7o fulfill this obligez:i-::. the

Flgure -
Native Indian: a2 shelters
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1816, was puiritzseg ©v the Hudson's fav Company two vears later, and in 1849,
it was fitte:z: t- bring emigrants frerm Britain to Vancouver Island. The ship
made fts tizso owoware to the island i the winter of 1849-50, arriving in
Marely & 1877 . m this first journev came one of Victoria's most famous
carly settl . .c<, or. John Sebastian ficlmeken.  The ship made a second vovage
i BEST anc. . the fellewing vear, the Norman Merison prepared to rake its
'R wov oo Nan ouver Island, Bringios wit!e 11 the man whie was to First
ot and occo ooz William Head.

*:tert de Vere Weir was born in Scotland in 180Y. Story nas it
that he 1iv072:2 in Scotland with his two Uncles Steeie, both dectors, whe

hoped to “zrizg him into the same prolession. Howcever, when the- found that
Robert seem—wi 2o prow faint at the sight of blood, they dissudided Lim from a
nedical coztz2r. and bought and stocked a farn tor hir in Ayrshire. 7This fare
viperionce  ads to lead to a job which wewad take him hallway arcaud the wor'd,
as o a lanag teward o Vaneagver Tsland,

it zhe time of his departure, Rubert Weir was a 43 vear old wid-

ower with  seven cnildren.  Although his eldest daughter Jennic married the

Sueverend  _zvin Camieson shortly before his departure and remzined in Scotland,

T six - czinmger children accompanied hiam on the long journey to Vancouver
island. T «¥ boarded the steamboat Trident at CGranton Pier in Edinburgh for

the vovaz:z. o London on August 1lth, 1852. In London, the Weirs boarded the
Nerzan Mo-tison at the East India Docks on August l4th, and tugged down the

following day to Gravesend. On August 17th, the ship sailed from

—
)
W
2]
L]
w0
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i
o
([l

Gravesernz: with Robert keir and his six children, William, aged 19, John,

aged 18, _sadella, aged 15, Hugh James, aged 14, Robina Helen, aged 12, and



12

Adam, aged 1l vears.

This third voyage of the Norman Morison has been w2i__ Z:ccumented.

The cabin passengers included Kenneth McKenzie and T. J. Skinze=z: and their
families, both men being engaged as bailiffs for the Puget Scun=z:z :zricultural
Company, a subsidiary of the Hudson's Bay Company. Accompanyinzc :hese men
were Robert Weir, a Mr. Stewart and their families, both men en=:z:zed by Mr.
McKenzie as land stewards, and selected tradesmen and labourers., vith their
families, for a total of 144 passengers on board.

The voyage across was marked by many events, incluc:iin:z generally
poor weather. During the trip, two children were born while tww: -thers and
one adult died. The ship rounded the Horn on November 7th, anc: Zsristmas
and New Year were celebrated on board. On Sunday, January 16tz:, 1833, the

Norman Morison cast anchor in Royal Bay, near Victoria, and it:z: -assengers

saw Indians in their canoes for the first time. One woman on = soczrd, upon
sceing the natives, was horrified that they were "just, just nzak:z2, nothing
on them but a red or blue blanket".11 The next day, Robert we::r and the
English bassengers went ashore, followed by the Scottish passenngzrs the day
after. The ship finally came into Victoria harbour on Friday, .znuary 2lst,

1853.

On March 8th of that year, the Norman Morison left V:-toria and

returned to Gravesend where she ended her Hudson's Bay Compaav c:zreer. She

was later sold for £6500 and replaced by the Princess Roval, - =-ip named

after the seized British vessel used by Quimper in 1790. The N:rman Morison

was eventually wrecked in 1865-66 on a voyage from Australia ::: India.
Upon his arrival, Robert Weir began his five year -:e-_re as a
wrieve or land steward for the Puget Sound Agricultural Com;anmy under Kenneth

McKenzie who operated Craigflower Farm, one of four Hudson's ~ kav Company



Figure 5

Robert -z Vere Weir

(P.A.B.\.:. ’-—506)
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farms In the Victoria arca. Robert's two eldest sons, William and John, also
signed on for five years as labourers, and each was to receivv.{l? per annum
and, if the contracts were fulfilled, a premium of f25 value in land at 25
shillings per acre.

The Weir tfamilv's first lodgings were at the farm at Craigflower,
but conditions were poor there as no accommodation had been prepared and some
forty people had to live communally in a large barn. Conditions did not im-
prove quickly and many people soon became at odds with Mr. McKenzie. His
diary notes on Fridav, ‘pril 21st, 1853 that Robert Welir and others were
"absent with complaint to Mr. Douglas about fom:l”.12 The following months

. >»saw the Weirs absent sewveral more timesy and’on June 27th, John and William
absconded to Sooke to stay with John Muir and his family. Less than two
months later, on August l16th, Robert Weir and the other children joined the
two eldest sons at Scooke. In the fall of 1853, while John and William were
being incarcerated for one month In Victoria for breaking their contracts
with Mr. McKenzic, the Welrs moved into Captain Grant's old hore in sooke, a
well buiit log house, standing between two high rocks, with two load»d cannon
fn case of an Indlan attack.

The first Vancouver Island wedding in the Welr family took place
carly the next yecar when, on January 15th, 1854, banns were proclaimed for
Isabella Weir and Andrew Muir, the son of John Muir from Sooke. The wedding
took place on January 3lst, with the Reverend John Stains presiding.

In the fall of 1854, Robert Weir engaged for a year to Captain
Edward E. Langford, a bailiff for the Puget Sound Agricultural Company's
Colwood farm, as a shepherd for the company's newly arrived flock of sheep.
About the same time, he decided to purchase some property from the Hudson's

Bay Company at one pound per acre. After looking around the Sooke and Burn-
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side areas, he dooided on some property at Pedder Bay, and c:. Nocuemer 22nd,

1854, when Section 36, Metchosin District was registered in -is r:z-, Robert

Weir became the first owner of William Head. He paid for the _s3-Z -ver a
period of 16 years, givinn the last installment on December 3is:z:. 1270. The
= total cost for the lZOQEfigs of Section 56 was $569.18, and the (:mZ was

officially Crown granted to him on December 7th, 1871,

Shortly alfter purchasing the land, construction was “velz on a
homestead.  This housce, eventually called Swansea, was used 2s 2 Tamily
home until 1859 when the main family home, Gordon Bush, was >u:__: 2= Section

#32. After lBSQ)Jnhn Weir lived at Swansea until it was sold ¢ -, Allred

Tennyson Watt, Chief Medical Officer at William Head Quarantins ZI:zztion at

the turn of the century. Just prior to the second World War, ._.: w35 taken
over by the Department of kational Defence after a successicen .7 -wmers.
During the war, it was used as sleeping quarters for the Headcu_zrzers Staff
of the 5th (B.C.) Coast Regiment, R.C.A.. After the war, it wa.:- Zeserted
and, in the early 1950's, the ﬂouse was demolirhed after extens:z..: damage

hiad been done to it by vandals.

Robert Welr, affectionately known by family and fricza.s as 'The
Lalrd', was an excellent stockman and tralner of Scotch Border .:-ilies. He
obtained some Southdown sheep, brought originally to Mr. Langri:cr:z's Colwood

farm, and transferred the hornless, short-woolled sheep to the mre suitable

location at William Head. The sheep existed there on naturzl : :Z and shel-
ter and were not fed a single bale of hay in forty years. 3v (::2, the flock
:>numbered close to soqx and)with the addition of a few head oI =z:z:ry cattle
and almost 200 beef cattle, the total herd numbered over 1000 o 1867.
Robert Weir also seems to have been respected by iz -ztives, who

regarded him as something of a Tyee or Chicf among the whites., :nZ the
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settle-r: alike, often arbitratin; disputes between the two zroup-.. 21 ex-
arple ol this came about due to the actions of a lady who had - -z: z:zress
on the: “orman Morison with Robert Weir. Mrs. Mary Ann “eid re-arr-r-izi arfter
ter huws:izi's death on Vancouver Island to become Mrs. Marv Ann  :-2, an
dimest o _2zendary midwife for the Mctchosin and Sooke area. One -:z3, one of
the I_o2zzl Indian men appeared at Mrs. Vine's home asking for scmeeizing. The
man's rz:iests were so persistent that Mrs. Vine, who was ircnincs. :z the
time, sron grew weary of him.  In order to get rid of him, she t--:¢ cne of
fwr oot izons, lifted the man's loincloth in the back and sizply z:zlied

the [ :crner to his backside. The shocked Indian was quick to lea:.:z Several

davs .zter, some of the natives approached Robert Weir with the cmmzlaint

that onz of their men was unable tou sit properly in a canoe and =czicle.

It was while the Weirs were at Swansea at William Heac ::z! the
first zzrle trees in the district were planted in 1856. Scme or :-2 trees,
eriginzilv brought from California by the Muir family in Scoke. -2 still

Lhe scuwes :.-:‘da)'.
In 1859, Robert Weir acquired the 111.5 acre Section I, Metchosin

)

from . Jc3n MacGregor, and immediately began to build a new home ::z-e. Gordon
Bush. , 25 it was called, was to be hils home for the rest of his life. It
was »ouilt at what is now the east end of Swanwick Road and, uni:crzznately,
was . gesiroyed by fire on August 4th,1922.

In the early 1860's, the second family wedding tecok ;:lz:s when

Roberr: Weir's remaining daughter, Robina Helen, was married to < --mas

fov.iik2s Swanwick on July 15th, 1861. Sadly, five years earlier:. tragedy

"y

stru=ice the Weir family when Isabella Muir, Robina's sister, af:z:zer ziving
nirzt: zo her first child on September 12th 1856, died two weexs _zier, on

Septwencer 27th.  She left behind her husband, Andrew Muir, anc =zedorn



daughter, Isabella Helen Muir.

In 1862, a road was constructed by the government from Victoria to
Metchosin, and the British Colonist newspaper announced, on December 10th,

q et W3 G
7 :}le?, its opening "as far as Mr. Weir's house at fhrdon Bush. A bridle

path continued from there out to Rocky Point, which was soon opened to
wheeled trafflic., In the winter of 1868-69, the Welrs built their own road
from Cordon Bush to William Head, portions of which arce still discernible
today. Robert Weir first drove the road on February lst, 1869. Previous to
that, transport from Gordon Bush to William lecad was done mostly by boat, or
on foot through the woods.

In 1866, the year of the colonial union of British Columbia and
Vancouver Island, the first prize fight to be held on the island took place
at William Head. Because such fights were illegal in Victoria at that time,
it could not be held in the city, so a steamer, the Emily Harris, was chart-
cred and scheduled to leave Broderick's Wharf in Victoria at 6:00 a.m. on
February 23rd. The contestants and about 130 people boarded the steamer
which, after several delays, headed to and anchored in Pedder Bay, opposite
the Welr homestead. The people came ashore and, in a large natural amphi-
theatre just west of the house, they watched as the bout began. The fight,
between George Baker, 5' 10" and 154 pounds, and Joe Eden, 6' and 165 pounds,
went for 128 rounds and lasted one hour and fifty-two minutes, Eden winning
by a knockout. It was fought by the old London ring rules and Eden report-
edly jumped over the ropes twice at the end just to show how fresh he was.

Over the following years, the Weirs acquired several more sections
of land, so that not long after British Columbia became Canada's sixth pro-
vince in 1871, the Weirs owned Sections 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 56 in

Metchosin, and Section 13 in Sooke, where Robert built another house called
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Figure 6

The Welr property
and homestead in

1
Metchosin. 4
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Ardentinny. By then, the amount of land totalled around 1000 acres, making
the Weirs the largest land owners in Metchosin.

While they were acquiring all this land, Robert and his four sons,
William, John, Hugh James and Adam, formed a partnership to operate the farm.
itobert was the sole manager and touvk charge of a.l bookkecping and accounts.
For this he was to be paid an annual salary nf‘fﬁﬂ sterling. The document
formalizing the partnership was signed on .lanuary lst, 1865 at Gordon Bush
in Mctchosin, and was witnessed by Robert Weir's son-in-law, Thomas Swanwick,
and his danghter, Mrs. Jane Jamleson, who was out visiting from Scotland.

During the years of this partnership, two more deaths occurred in
the immediate Weir familv. On April 5th, 1869, the eldest Weir son, William,
died in Victoria after a brief illness, at the age of 36. Sadly, it was
onlv five years later when Hugh James died on February 10th, 1874, in Vic-
torda, at 35 vears of age.

In 1887, the Dominion Department of Indian Aifairs attempted to

~purchase the Weir's land, to use as a reserveybut the deal never came through.

After Lﬁis, in January, 1888, the family partnership was dissolved and the
stock and property were divided between Robert and his two remaining sons.
While Adam received Section 35, John received Section 56, which included
William Head. Five years later, the Dominion Government expropriated half
of Section 56 to form a Quarantine Station, after having already expropr-
iated eleven acres at the tip of William Head previous to 1871, as a battery
reserve. The remainder of Section 56 was sold to Dr. Alfred Tennyson Watt,
the medical supervisor at the quarantine station, in 1900.

It was shortly after the government expropriated part of William
Head for a quarantine station that Robert de Vere Weir died at his home at

Gordon Bush at the age of 85. When he passed away, on April 2nd, 1894, he
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Figure 7

The Weir family grave
at St. Mary the Virgin
Anglican Church in

Metchosin.

left behind his two remaining sons, John and Adam, and two remaining daugh-
ters, Jennie Jamieson and Robina Helen Swanwick. He was buried at St.
Mary's Church cemetery in Metchosin and his obituary told how "the thriving
condition of Metchosin is in great part due to the late Mr. Weir's energy."15
During his life on Vancouver Island, he was highly respected and
actively involved in the community. He served on the first church committee
when the Church of St. Mary the Virgin was built in 1873 and was a school
trustee from 1873 to 1878. He was appointed as Justice of the Peace for
Metchosin in May, 1873 and was asked to run in the provincial election of
1871, but declined. He did, however, run in support of the government of

m
the day vnder the Honourable George A. Walkegm in the provincial election
A

of 1875, but both he and the government were defeated.
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F.r al=most rorty years, Robert Weir and his family plaved an imp-

ortant -T..2 in tae history of William Head. After his death, his children
continucz:z *: be active in the area, but their connection with William Head
gradual. - Z=clired. Some of Robert Weir's descendants still live in the
Victeriz: :rza today and, known to be living in 1982, his descendants includ-
¢d two z-izi=prandchildren, ten great-great-grandchildren, 17 great-great-
great-vc-To-::chilédren, and five great-great-great-great-grandchildren.

with the acquisition of sixty acres of Section 56 in Metchosin in

1393, - . Zominion Gevernment established a quarantine station at William
Head. -is starzion was not the first of its kind in Canada, or even on the
west goziss The rirst quarantine regulations in Canada were passed in the

first s::s3ion of the first Dominion Parliament, with three quarantine
staticnzs zlready existing on the east coast. The quarantining of ships and
their =:issengers, in order to control the spread of communicable diseases,
“vcaze = --oblem on Canada's west coast as early as 1872.

«hen British Columbia became Canada's sixth province in 1871,

guaranri:izi=g was already being carried out by the city of Victoria. When

the sri17 Frince Alfred arrived in Victoria the following year, it was put in
gue.ranni-= by the Board of Health of the city. A question of authority was
raiscc. <o the clty asked the province to help pay quarantine expenses and
te pr--viZe a place to hold people with cormunicable diseases, other than the

temnooTzry premises at Beacon Hill. The province refused to help and, over

the rmz<sxz zen years, the city of Victoria continued to bear the cost and
respe=zsi>ility of quarantine on the west coast.
It was not until the early 1880's that the Dominion government

Jdecidc to create a quarantine station on the west coast. In the parlia-

"



emtars -ossion o 1882, 553000 was voted to be used 1or that pirpose, but,
o -~ ther fiseal vear, no site had been chosen and no monev Yad bheen
spext. = Azzust Ist, 1883, Dr. Williarm ackson was appointed as the first
oz=inicn Juarantine Officer on the west coast and began working out of Vic-
| S o, I v controversy had arisen In the meantime over the proposed site of
tme new :.arzntine station. Both Dominion and Provincial authorities agreed
that tiho:i7:2 <.would be a quarantine station, but the Dominlon government
warted T sizwate it in Esquimalt, while the P'rovincial government wanted
.t furtz:o:c out at Albert Head. Although the Dominion parliamentary session
~7 188% .otel :7500 towards the quarantine station, due to this controversy,

10 site w»2s chosen that year and only an expenditure of $46.°° was made.

Tre residents and prominent people of the Victoria area were
2c3inst  :the Idea of establishing a quarantine station at Esquimalt, so close
to the =ity 2f Victoria. The Honourable Robert Dunsmuir, elected M.L.A. for
Nanaimo  ta (882, und the Members of Parliament tor Victoria, also clected in
1882, ' aszh Shakespeare and E. Crowe Baker, were among the people who fought
t  aave. he wuarantine statlon established at Albert Head. 1In 1884, the
< Jdecisicos- was made and, j%a.luly 10th, the Minister of Public Works, Hector
Langev::=z, telegrammed Messrs., Shakespeare and Baker to say he had adopted
Albert ==ad as the site for the new quarantine station.

Once agaln, In the parliamentary session of 1884, $7500 was alloc-
che Dominlion government for the construction of the quarantine
szatic=- and, by September, work had been approved and started under Mr.
Ciarlesz: davward, a local contractor. Dr. W. McNaughton-Jones was appointed
Vedica:i. Superintendant at Albert Head and, by January 7th, 1885, the build-

ings wstre completed and accepted by the Dominion government agent, the Hon-

curatlc- Joseph W. Trutch. A hospital had been constructed with a two storey



central sectfon and two one storev wings.,  As the total cooo 1 »7 the hospital
was $8,119.98, the Deminion pevernment allocated anotiier S0 .,.22.00 -0 Albert
Head in 1885. Dwurinz that vear, sheds, offices, and stacl_=s w:ire supplied
and the grading of a road from the highway was begun. Ia  [ri- :the road was
completed, bringing the total cost of establishing the s:zzz:::2 o $12,127.61.
However, evven with the estabklishment of thic quar-anzi-e staticn at
Albert lead, complaints trom the local population stiil conniizied, As immi-
grants passed through the station, including many lakourer-- Irom the Orient
coming to Canada to work on the censtruction of the C.P.R.., ::wplaints arose

over the site of the quarantine station. The .Journals cf >z House of
Commons for April 8th, 1886 record that George Dutnall anc ::thers of Met-
chosin and Esquimalt desired '"that the isolation of the Quzarznzine Hospital
lately erected at Albert Head, Vancouver Island, be made -zom:-lete by pro-
hibiting all access thereto except by water."16 The nativwe Izdians were
also dissatisfied with the quarantine station's situation.. zs it was adiac-
ent to an Indian fishing reserve held by the Che-er-no Banaz 7 Indians of
Becher hay. This problem was resolved in 1892 when a bufiier zone of four
acres was purchased from the Indians for $200x In order tz. =mcre effectively
isolate the quarantine station.

Early in 1889 an intercsting event occurred. TZne C.P. Navigation
steamship Premier arrived in Vancouver, from Seattle, wit=n a smallpox case
cn board. Vancouver's Chief Medical Officer, Dr. R. Becrii:zgzsale, boarded
the ship to diagnose the case and ordered it back toc the c-arantine station
at Albert Head. Upon arrival there, Dr. Beckingsale founad he had to remain
on board until the quarantine was lifted. By January 12:izrn, the crew and

doctor were getting impatient, so Captain John O'Brien wecizhed anchor and

steamed the 70 miles back to Vancouver. There the locai Folice and Fire



Departments tried to prevent the -~. . :zszenzers from disembarking, but Dr.

deckingsale and two other passenger - escaped by rowboat. 'The remaining
passengers were transferred to the _.7.%. ship Islander, commanded by George

Rutlin, which proceeded t¢ sail Sac -« anZ forth across Turrard Inlet, only to

have attempts at unloading stopred - zlasts from the local fire depart-
ment's hoses. Rutlin then said he  <-ulZ return to Albert lead, but, when
he got the ship's steam up, he tur-:=. a-~d quickly made for Port Moody, six

miles from Vancouver, arriving ther-: belore the police. He was able to un-
load the passengers there, most of .-c= then boarded trains bound for points
vast.

On June 1st, 1890, Dr. W. McNaughton-Jones replaced Dr. Jackson
as the Dominion Government Quarant:z:-e Cfficer for British Columbia. That
same year saw the launching of the Zirst two of the famous Canadian Pacific

Empress liners. The Empress of Jaz:in and the Empress of India were launched

at Barrow-in-Furness in 1890, foll_-wed in 1891 by the third sister ship,

the Empress of China. These luxur- liners steamed out to the Pacific Ocean

and 1mmédiate1y began their recorz _-=reaking runs between Canada and the

Orient.

The second round trip v -zaze of the Empress of China was a trying

one for her crew. A crew member w25 killed in a fall on board at Hong Kong;

Yahodate, Japan to take on more coal

(A

(1]

high headwinds forced her to stop
and, upon her arrival in Vancouve:- 'n December lst, 1891, she was found to
have a case of smallpox on board =z=zd was forced to return to the quarantine
station at Albert Head. This was: z> be the first of many occasions when an
Empress liner was held at the quzzrantine station, with the following year,

perhaps, marking one of the more =erious incidents.



Figure *
The Empress of 12N
docking in Vic-fcozia

(PA.B.C. #8232

In May, 1892, the arrival cf :-= l.P. Steamslilp Empress of Japan
triggered a smallpox epidemic that was =:zce again to raise the question of
the situation of the quarantine static=:.. The Empress of Japan arrived on

May lst, but a case of smallpox on boarc: went unnoticed at first. One man

on board was later found to have the¢ di:szase and, from this man, at least 19

alone. The annual report of the city .7 Victoria for 1892 records 112 cases
of smallpox in the city, as well as 12 =zza:ths from the disease. In total,
the British Columbia yearbook records I :ases in coast cities with thirty
deaths, which led to a general panic a=co—=z the people. Money loss due to
the epidemic was great, with Victoria . z_zce paying out some $60,000,.

The effects of such an epide=z:i:z were obviously devastating. The

British Columbia government set up a c=rmm:ttee under Chief Justice Begbie






ey}

26

to study the cause of the smallpox epidemic and what could :e Zone to pre-
vent-a re~occurrence. At the same time, the two Members -+ -arliament for
Victoria, E.G. Prior, elected in 1888, and Thomas Earle, ct_z:zed in 1889,
petitioned Ottawa for a new, first class quarantine staticc:. as the old
station at Albert Head was no longer suitable.

Eventually, local Staff Commander Bawden was ccm—=i:ssioned by Comm-
ander-in-Chief, Read-Admiral Hotham, to inquire into a new =:zI:e for the
quarantine station in conjunction with Captain Devereaux, ::u:i<rintendent
of the Dry Dock, and Mr. Gamble, of the Dominion Public wcrres Zepartment.
Bawden, Devereaux, and Gamble unanimously recommended Willizam zad for the
new site. In 1893, within a year of the smallpox epidemic, :%é quarantine
station at Albert Head was closed down. The land at Albert f:zzZ was trans-
ferred in 1937 to the Department of National Defense, and is s2ill used by
them today.

The acquisition of William Head, however, was nct without complic-
ation. By 1893, William Head, in Section 56 in Metchosin, waa:z in the hands
of John Weir, Robert Weir's second oldest son. That year, tzne _epartment of
Public Works, under its Minister, the Honourable Joseph A. Ov.:imet, approach-
ed John Weir and offered him $3000t00 for sixty acres of Sect:i.»>n 56, con-
sisting of most of William Head. Mr. Weir refused the offer.. s> the matter
was placed in the hands of the Minister of Justice, who alsc nzzpened to be
the Prime Minister, John Thompson. Consequently, the land was: soon exprop-
riated, passing from John Weir to Her Most Cracious Majesty ._.z=t Victoria,
for the Department of Public Works, on March 29th, 1893. A -twzlve foot wide
right of way was also bought, running 9,691 feet through Secztizas 56, 37,
and 31, belonging to the Weirs, and Sections 40 and 42, belocziing to a Mrs.

Conway, to Quarantine Lake in Section 46. This right of way, ZIor a pipeline
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from :m2 lake to William Head for the quarantine station's wazer = :-ly, cost

"
1

$250 fr:z the Weir's and was to be the same for Mrs. Conway, ~ut == Zled be-

fore Lz could be finalized.

After expropriating the land, the government paid “chnm «:zir the

offerzez 13000 but that, seemingly, was not enough. John Weir tcc:-: zhe case
to thzc Zsurt of the Exchequer, asking $8000 for the sixty acres. -2 case
was -“-rizd on May 15th, 1894, Mr. Justice Burbidge presiding, with =::= govern-

ment' = zavment of $3000 being upheld.

In the Spring of 1893, the local Dominion Public Wcrks I iZ:icer
went o« Jttawa, consulted with the appropriate authorities, and wac:z zzoproval
for zznz Suilding plans for William Head. On April 2lst, i893, Mu-:=:-s. Bishop
and SiShsrbourne and Mr. George MacFarlane secured contracts for thz: uzrantine

statiaoz’s buildings and, on Ma%ﬂst, work was begun. The originai o—:ildings

Figure 9

The original Quarantine
Officer's residence,

photographed in 1959.
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consisted of a three-section hospital with a two storey centre building and
two one-gstorey wings holding 15 to 20 beds cach, situated in the centre of
the property; a first class passenger shelter house, holding about eighty
people, situated three or four hundred yards west of the hospital; Japanese
and Chinese shelter houses, the same distance to the east of the hospital,
with the Japanese building holding over two hundred, and the Chinese building
holding over six hundred passengers; the disinfecting building, at the end of
the wharf, with an annex for a fifty horsepower boller and a main house build-
ing holding a super-heated steam chamber for disinfecting; and the quarantine
officer's residence at the southwest end of the property. The total expend-
fture for thils construction was $29,539.10. Along with the buildings were
crected a ten foot fence at the edge of the property, a six foot fence to
scparate the oriental passengers from the other people, a water supply plpe,

two wells, and the wharf.

Figure 10

The original hospital, later
the second class passengers'

shelter house. (1959).
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The wharf Itself was quite an accomplishment for its tlme. When
finished, it was 480 feet long and 40 feet wide, with a 320 fool approach to
the south, leading to the hospital and first class passenger shelter house,
and another leading north to the disinfecting apparatus and Chinese and .Jap-
anese shelter houses. The piles, which were 75 to 80 feet long and driven to
rock bottom, were covered with over 20,000 sheets of copper to protect them
from teredos, a kind of underwater termite. Mr. William Lorimer, the super-

intendent of construction, said it was the '"finest wooden structure of this

> kind on the coast."l7 The dredge Mudlark was engaged for 99 days for SZOBBK)

clearing a 42 foot depth of water at the outer end of the wharf and a shoal
32 feet deep at the inner end, apparently deep enough for "any ships afloat,
sail or steam."18 It had two slips for baggage and freight, and was double

braced in front and single braced at the back. There was a small railway on

Figure 11

The original first class
passengers' shelter house

(1959).






top with hand rrucks on it to taks: =zgpage and passengers' effects to the
disinfecting house at the east ernz: :=I the wharf. The tracks led into the
steam chamber, built by Albion Ir-:=z “rks in Victoria, where the iron doors

could be closed, bolted, and the s:z:zzm turned on. A dioxide blast off the

ship Larle, the quarantine vessel :I:r the station, was also placed on a move-
able truck on the wharf for fumigzz:::= purposes. The total cost of thu

wharf, under contract to Mr. J. L.=zmv, was $24,605.71.

By the end of 1893, the =z_zrantine station had hot and cold runn-
ing water and reliable sewage. Exzzr’v in 1894, the buildings and wharf were
completed, a cottage was built for- -ze caretaker, and a stable, coalshed,

and other additions were construcz:2I 22 finish off the station. With the
addition of detention buildings an=Z 2 telephone line from Victoria in 1895,

the William Head Quarantine Statio=-z wzs in full operation.

Figurze 12

The origin=zz’ . apanese

shelter hocuse. (1959).
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Operation of the quarantine station continued norrmcllw over the
following years as many ships entering Canada were inspectec and all ships
with disease on board were detained at William Head. Dr. Mc:Aauz-ton-Jones
had moved into the quarantine station at the end of 1893 and.. while he was
Medical Superintendent there, renovation and constructica cozrntinved with var-
ious works, including a road into Victoria. In 1896, Cr. Mciazzz-t.n-Jones
was replaced by Dr. GCeorge H. Duncan, the old Health Officer Ior Victoria.

He in turn was replaced in 1897 by Dr. Alfred Tennyson watt, s was to re-
main as Medical Superintendent until 1913.

In his first year in that position, Dr. Watt was “zacec with a scr-

ious problem of overcrowding. The Empress of China arrived zc: William Head

in late April, 1897 with an infected passenger on board. Altznough there was

A question of whether the man had chicken-pox, a non-dangerous: disecase, or

Figure 13

Bunk frames inside the
original Chinese shelter

house. (1959).
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smallpox, Dr. Watt took no chances .z=zZ the shlp was held despite crowds wait-
fny In Vancouver. The quarantining o7 the Fmpress of China ralsed protest by
some of the passengers, as almes:t a  :-ousand people were detained and moved

ashore, in~luding seventy first claz:: dassengers. The staff and equipment at
William Head, however, were insuZficzi:zat to handle a group of that size. Dr.
Watt put out an urgent call to C:itawa:z Zor expansion of the facilities, which
began shortly thereafter. The follocwizg vear a second wharf, 118 feet long

and 40 feet wide, was built for the <:.arantine vessel Earle, as it was unable

to dock when the main wharf was cccuzziad.

With the new wharf anZ or:xsr zdditions, work continued at the

quarantine station into a new centurvT-. 3y 1906, the steamer Earle had been
disposed of and replaced by the rew (. fcot steamer Madge. The quarantine

station, with the passage of new Dom::izion government legislation, also re-
ceived the responsibility, in 19C6, < caring for the lepers on Canada's
west coast, housed at D'Arcy Islan

On June 26th, 1906, Roval =zsseat was given .o federal legislation
entitled 'A Bill Respecting Leprcsv' . =ringing all lepers in Canada under the
care of the Dominion government. Pr==svious to the Leprosy Act of 1906, there
was no official legislation regardinc: leprosy, a much feared and much mis-
understood disease at the time. Medi::zzl zuthorities at that time thought it

J :>was best tv isolate leprosy patients so, in 1844, Canada's first lazaretﬁg or

leprosarium was established at Tracac:c:iz, New Brunswick. The west coast of
Canada, however, did not have a leper- :cleny until 1891, when the city of
Victoria established one on D'Arcy Ise.znd.

Lying in Haro Strait, :ust: 2ast of Saanich Peninsula, the 200 acre

D'Arcy Island was named by Captain (cwzezge Henry Richards in 1858 while on a

surveying expedition in the steamslocc: Plumper. He named the island after
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Figure 14

William Head Quarantine
Statlon at the turn of
the century. The steamer
Earle is docked at the
small wharf. (P.A.B.C.

#57998).
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Lieutenant John D'Arcy who was mate on the Herald in 1846 when the =:ip's
commander, Captafn Kellett, named Willlam Head. On May 3lst, 1871 | zie Board
of Health of the clty of Victoria c¢stablished five Chinese lepers -- the is-

1.nd, which was reserve land provided by the province of British ¢.cl =>ia for
Vancouver and Victoria for the lepers. They were housed in a larzz= :uilding
with six rooms and were adequately supplied with food and cooking =:izmsils,
They were given opium, but no medical aid was provided. A supply - w=:sel came
from Victoria every three months to deposit the necessary supplies == the
patients received periodic visits from the city's Medical Officer .==: Sanit=-
ary Inspector. In July a sixth leper, from Nanaimo, was admitted == zhe con-
dition that his share of the expenses be pald by that city.

The years up to 1900 saw anywhere from five to eight pacci:z:is at
D'Arcy lsland at any given time. In 1894 two more lepers were fournic, *ul one
cacaped before he could be taken to the island and the other escapc:. “rom the
island, presumably with the help of family or friends. At the same ziIme, six
shacks were erected to house the increased population. The followian: wvear,

a Caucasian man was held on the island with the Chinese lepers, but: T died
within the year. 1In the first three years of its operation, the lazzzretto
had a 60% mortality rate.

As the city of Victoria had little money to spare‘for th=2 lepro-
sarium, conditions on the island were quite poor. The medical offi-zzr from
Victoria who visited the island, Dr. George H. Duncan, urged the Domziaion
government to take over the lazaretto. His successor in 1897, Dr. . L.

Fraser, shifted his requests from the Dominion to the Provincial auc:iiorities

as conditions on the island became progressively worse. In 1897 onz= =f the

]

eight lepers died and, of the seven remaining, only two could work. Iz 1899,
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two more died, onc of the Chincsc lepers, Lim Sam, being killed in a fire
that started in the bush and destroyed the east wing of the main building.
Once again the province was urged to take over as conditions on the island
became deplorable.

Petitions to the government continued well after the turn of the
century. Finally, in October, 1903, some degree of success was attained when

>the provincial government began to foot the bill for the maintenance of D'=
Arcy Island. After that, it was not long until the province took over fuli
care and cpntrol of the island on January lst, 1905. At that time there were
five patients on the island, two of them having been there for over eight
years.

With the passage of the Leprosy Act in 1906, the history of D'Arcy
1sland Leprosarium and William Head Quarantine Station became linked. The
Leprosy Act put all lepers and both leper colonies in Canada under the care
ol the Dominion government. As a Dominion agent, the Chief Medlical Officer
at William Head, with the help of the staff there, became responsible for the
carc of the eight lepers at D'Arcy Island who were receiving treatment with
the then new Chaulmoogra oil. In 1907 the lepers were all deported to a
Presbyterian Mission in Canton, China and the old buildings on the island were
burned. Two new buildings were erected to help lepers temporarily, until
they could be deported, and, in 1908, a cottage was built to house a care-
taker. By 1909, five more lepers had been returned to China and the policy
of deportation continued until 1917, when only those who were legally deport-
able or consenting would be deported.

Meanwhile, work continued at the quarantine station. The Madge,

acquired in 1906, became the main government vessel at the station. 1In 1913
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Dr. H. Rundle Nelson replaced Dr. Alfred T. Watt as Medical Superintendent
and was Lo remain In that positlion rilght through the [lrst World War and up

to 1923.
Just before the outbreak of World War I, a ship passed through
William Head Quarantine Station that was quickly to become the centre of

attention on Canada's west coast. On May 2lst, 1914, the Komagata Maru was

cleared by the officials at William Head and passed on to Vancouver, where it
arrived on May z3rd. But once the ship arrived in Vancouver, the near 400

passengers were never allowed to disembark.

The Komagata Maru, a steamship run by a Japanese company, with a

Japanese captain and crew, arrived on Canada's west coast with 376 passengers.
They were East 1ndians from the China Coast and Japan claiming the right to
cnter Canada as British subjects. Most of them were to remain in Canada for
just over two months without ever leaving the ship, only to return to their

native country of India.

The Komagata Maru left long Kong with 165 passengers, and picked up

111 in Shanghai, 86 in Kobe, and 14 in Yokahama, for a total of 376. It was
a German ship, in the use of a Japanese company, and was chartered by an East
Indian named Gurdit Singh. Opposition to the ship's arrival arose before it
had even reached Vancouver, as the somewhat anti-oriental British Columbians
heard of the passengers' intentions to immigrate. When it arrived in Vancouv-
er harbour, it was anchored away from shore to prevent the possibility of
violence. The authorities wanted to get a legal ruling on whether the pass-
cnpers could be allowed to enter.,

The immigration laws of the time, though not mentioning them by
name, cffectively disallowed East Indians entry into Canada. But, due to

delays caused by Gurdit Singh and his passengers, legal action did not begin
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nwm-t 1 June 24th. 1In the meantime, twenty passcngers were allowed to land,
Sexwcz:se they had lived in Canada before, and another ninety were deported,
“sovi-3 been found to have contracted communicable diseases.

By July 6th the courts had reached the decision that the Komagata
Marrs and its passengers must return to Asia. Financial and food problems
ce:leved the ship's departure as offers from the Canadian authorities were re-
Z.:352: while the passengers demanded more or nothing at all. On July 18th the

awsay. That same night, 120 policemen and 40 special immigration officials
{G\" 'T}\J DU.CLJ

c--expted to take the ship by force. Unfortunately the deck of the Sea Lion,

cie- zu2 they used in the attack, was 15 feet lower than the deck of the Koma-

~azzz Maru, Passengers on that ship simply hurled coal, bricks, and scrap

=eczz. down at their assailants, injuring many of the police. The tug event-
vai.l: rulled away, the attempt unsuccessful.
\\“~ Figure 15
= R The Komagata Maru being
L
T ke escorted out to Cape

e Flattery by the H.M.C.S.
Rainbow in 1914. (P.A.B.C.

#72634) .
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As a last resort, the commander of the H.M.C.S. Rainbow, a naval
crulder based at Enqulmalt, volunteered the vessel Lo help remedy the sltu-
ation. So, on July 2lst, the Rainbow sailed into Vancouver harbour and an-

chored besjde the Komagata Maru. One East Indian aboard the latter ship, upon

sceing the approaching warship, reportedly sent a message in semaphore code
saying "Our only ammunition is coal."19 The arrival of the Rainbow had the

desired effect as, the following day, the passengers of the Komagata Maru

agreed to leave. The ship was then provisioned and, on July 23rd, the

H.M.C.S. Rainbow escorted the Komagata Maru out to the Pacific on her way

back to India. When the passengers finally disembarked at the docks in Cal-
cutta, a riot broke out and 26 people were killed.

An afternote to this story came in 1942 when Stephen Raymer, a
Cerman translator for Vancouver's Department of Immigration in 1914, claimed
that the whole affair was an Axis power plot to stir up trouble in Canada as

war was about to break out. As evidence, Raymer notes that the Komagata Maru

wis a German ship, on lecase to a Japanese company, with a Cerman agent; that
the Austro-Hungarian Consul in Vancouver had an interest in the affair; that
the Japanese government refused to allow them to land in Japan on the return
voyage; and that, upon arrival in Calcutta, the passengers were the instig-
ators of the bloody riots there. Raymer argues that these points show an

Jd .>>Axis power conspiracy to collect,riff—raff‘East Indians and dump them in
Canada, at the verge of war, to foster discontent and act as saboteurs. The
accuracy of these speculations however, is somewhat questionable.

During the first World War, work at William Head expanded as new

operations began., The normal running of the quarantine station continued,
though not as actively as before the war when about 250 ships per year were

inspected. While Dr. Nelson continued to visit D'Arcy Island in the Madge,
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Figure 16

The quarantine vessccls
Madge and Gunhild caoiozeel
at William Head curz-ir:
the first World WwWar. .

(P.A.B.C. ¥ 86370).
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another c.svantine vessel, the Gunhild, was acquired in 1914 to work with the
Madge :ocr thv duration of the war. By 1915 the station also had an X-ray
machine. <:i:c¢ an achlevement considering X-rays had only been discovered
Lwenty - vezss carlier by a Cerman sclentist .

Zc: along with the war came some extra uses of William Head. Pro-
bably thz: mcst important and definitely the biggest of these was the housing
and tranzspirzing of thousands of Chinese labourers from 1917 to 1919. Dur-
ing 1917 :zese labourers were recruited in China, for the Canadian Labour
Corps, amnd oused at William Head before being shipped on to France. The

Empress c©I “zpan, after serving for a short time as an auxiliary cruiser,

)

]

was one . = the ships that brought E?ny of these Chinese labourers to William

1 . = B - st R "

\

~ Head. Orm:ze there, they were housed in bell tents until a,company of the 5th

Regiment. . T.G.A. was detailed to William Head to see that the Chinese obeyed

camp rulc:is and remained in the camp area.

Figure 17

Chinese labourers on the
wharf at William Head en
route to France in 1917.

(P.A.B.C. {86376).
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While they were at Williiar Zead, thesc men were not idle. With
two thousand arriving In the firsct z-zop and up to eight thousand being held

at one time, a certain amount of zr-un:ling had to be contended with, espec-

jally since most of the Chinese la:-:-._rers were Cantonese or Mongolian, trad-
itionally scen as natural enernies. v:~v of them were put to work cutting
firewood from the logs on the surrc -uniing beaches. They were also trained
to march and build trenches, dugcuc::. znd gunpits. After complaining about
the food, the Chinese men were gives=r ~.ze pots, which took several men to

. ) ) Tor

s move, so they could cook their rice =z=Z steﬁﬂthemselves. For amusement,

they would make pictures from the ~mzz:zrials available to them. They would
build platforms of rock and earth, =zi:ut eight feet by ten feet, and con-
struct pictures on top with grass, Il-wers, stones, shrubs, and other odds
and ends.

One of the more interestiing men to pass through the quarantine
station was one of the Mongolians wnunc mcasured 6' 9" tall. Many pictures
exist showing this man towering abecw-ves his fellow Chinese, some of whom, even
on stilts, could not reach his heig=r:.

On July 15th, 1918, the Cirki-ese labour camp at William Head was
closed and its commanding officer, L:izutenant-Colonel C. Milne, Camp Adjut-
ant, Lieutenant W. G. Sherriff, anc :=e remaining officers and men of the
6Lh Regiment, D.C.0.R. were demc>il 1z22. In the short period between 1917

and July, 1918, 84,473 Chinese labcu:urzrs were housed at and shipped from

William Head.

ever. Many were to pass through tzz: zuarantine station on their way back to
China. Shortly before the first Arcz:stice Day, 1450 Chinese labourers,

guarded by Imperial and Canadian trxocos, arrived by train in Vancouver and
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Figure 18

The last group of
Chinese labourers,
numbering 7,500, en
route to France on
March 28th, 1918 from
William Head. (P.A.B.C.

#57997.)
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were transferred to the ship Prian-2ss Charlotte which took them to William

Head. Soon more arrived, incluc:zzr:z another 3500 two months later, bringing
the total at that time to eight :-c_.sand. In March, 1919, many of them
began rioting and broke ou: of ::nz:- enclosure, only to be rounded up at
bavonet point and herded back zz :t=zmp. Some of them still managed to escape

into Victoria to become a permanczz: nart of Chinatown.

Another large group arTriw=2 at William Head in 1918 because of the
war. Fleeing from the revoluziz=: = Russia, a boatload of White Russians
were detained at the quarantine =:::ion while the Dominion government decid-
ed whether they could enter Canz=::z =s immigrants. While the decision was
being made, the Russians, who g--:z::zlwv outnumbered the quarantine station
staff, plotted what to do if thesv w:=re not allowed to enter. Fortunately,
unlike the Komagata Maru incidezz:. zhe Russians were allowed in and there

was no violence.

Fizgyss 19

Members «c¢I zhe Canadian
Siberian Zxoeditionary
Force on Iecember 26th,
1918, cree:zring to leave
for Siberr-z. (P.A.B.C.

#18918).
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Two graves in the cemer:::v at William Head are also related to the

revolution in Russia. In 1918 a ::=:ingent of the Siberian Expeditionary
Force assembled at Willow's Zxniz:.:i:a grounds in Victoria and, from there,
sailed to Vladivostock. The solzz:i:rs, however, did not travel far beyond

there and saw no fighting. Their- ZIving conditions at Vladivostock were
appalling and several of the =mea =c:z:zme sick. On their return voyage to
Canada, at least two of the =en wwe-z found to have blackpox, a deadly, con-
taglous disease. The ship was dez::zirad at William Head and the diseased men
treated, but, unfortunately, two oI -5e men died. Private R. L. Massey, who
died on May 30th, 1919, and Privacz:z 2. R. McMillan, who died on June 6th,
were interred at William Head anc ::<say their headstones, erected by the War
Graves Commission, mark the restizcn: place of these two young soldiers there.

After the war, work at -z guarantine station returned to normal.
A Customs Of[icer was added to th=ne szaff during the prohibition years and
the launch Evelyn began its work &3 a quarantine vessel on the west coast.
Ships from around the world contizinz=< to stop at William Head and, in 1922,
one of the more interesting boats zrrived.

On September 19th, 1922_, -=doubtedly to the surprise of the quar-
antine station's staff, a Chinese ‘mk sailed up to the wharf at William
llead. The junk, named the Amoy, w2s built in Amoy, China by a Danish seaman,
Captain George Waard. He, his Chi:z:zse wife, his six year old son, and three
Chinese seaman sailed the junk fr-om China to the west coast, crossing the
Pacific from Hakddate,Japan in juz=: 2€ days. After clearing William Head,
the junk sailed into Victoria harz>o:r, where it docked in front of the
Empress Hotel. As it was such a c:Tiosity, Captain Waard opened his ship to
public viewing, for a nominal charrzz. It is reported that Douglas Fairbanks

Sr. and Mary Pickford, who were ~maz-ried at the time and visiting Victoria,
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Figure 20
The Chinese junk Amoy
docked in Victoria Harbour,
September, 1922. (P.A.B.C.

#142452) .

were two of the many people who visited the junk. Waard later sailed the
Amoy up to Nanaimo and then down into the United States.

The following year, a disaster half way around the world was to
have an impact on William Head. On September Ist, 1923, Japan suffered one
of the worst earthquakes in its history, with most of Yokohama and large
parts of the Tokyo and Yokosuka area being destroyed. The death toll from
this devastating earthquake and its related floods and fires was placed at
well over 100,000. The day after the earthquake, the American Mail Liner

President Jefferson arrived in Yokohama and presented relief to the European

and American refugees in the area. In addition to its large crew and about

one hundred passengers, the President Jefferson took on 468 refugees, over-

crowding the ship so much that on the voyage to Canada, rationing had to be

imposed. The authorities in Ottawa ordered the Medical Superintendent at
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William Head to prepare accommodation for those who wished to <Ziscabark at
Victoria. The staff at the quarantine station prepared itsel: =-z, with
help from the local Red Cross, were ready to treat the first r-=7_.z2es when

they arrived on September 15th.

The following year, 1924, the leper station at D'Arc- I=Tand was
- clused. Since 1917 those lepers who were not legally deportabi.= znd desired
to stay in Canada were housed on the island. Over the seven " :z:z:r ceriod
from 1917 to 1924, twelve lepers were held on the island. At -z :Zime of its
closing, there were eight lepers still at the lazaretto. Thes=. -zrtients

were then moved, in March, 1924, to Bentinck Island, where a =z-:z. leper colony
was set up. Because D'Arcy Island was thirty miles from Willizax Zzad Quar-
antine Station, where the medical officer for the island workec:. iz was de-
cided to'move the leper patients to Bentinck Island, only three: ziles from

William Head.

Once deserted, D'Arcy Island was left until 1926 wher:, := November
llth, the island and its buildings were taken over by the provi:in:izl govern-
ment. The province considered selling the island, but never dii:z. so, on
June 16th, 1932, it was reserved by the federal government as - :I=znitentiary
site, with thoughts of using it to hold recalcitrant Doukhobors:. It was

never used as such and, on April 16th, 1957, the federal govermm:z==: reserve

was relinquished. The following year, on October 7th, 1958, th=zc Zritish

Columbia government reserved D'Arcy Island for '"the use, recrezz::-=, and
enjoyment of the public"20 and, today, D'Arcy Island remains a <cr:vincial
park.

Bentinck Island, the site of the new leper colony, wa=: zamed after
the Bentinck family of the noble House of Portland. The 112 ac-r: Island,

originally a lighthouse reserve that was never used due to the =z:Zzjuacy of
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Figure 21

Bentinck Island, with Rocky
Point Military Establishment
in the background. The leper
colony was situated on the
largest of the three sections
of the island, near the centre

of the photograph.

the Race Rocks lighthouse, is situated just off Rocky Point, only a short
distance from William Head. When the eight lepers, six Chinese and two
Russians, were moved to Bentinck Island, there were 15 residence cottages,
a nurse's residence, a doctor's or caretaker's residence, an examination
hospital, and a confinement building to hold the patients when they became
wild drunk or depressed. The island was to remain the home of these and
other leper patients on the west coast well into the 1950's.

Back at William Head, after the slowdown of shipping during the
war, the number of ships being inspected at the quarantine station each year
increased rapidly through the 1920's. The number of ships being inspected
rose from 285 in 1923 to 427 in 1924 and further to 716 in 1925, a rate of
almost two ships per day. The number dropped slightly from 819 vessels per

year in 1926 to 755 vessels per year in 1927, but rose quickly again in 1928
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to 889 ships for the year. The all time high was hit in the fiscal year end-
ing March 31st, 1929, when 1068 ships cleared the quarantine station, a rate
of almost three vessels each day.

The inspection of ships at William licad were held not only through
the day, but during the night as well. The stop was usually short, unless
disease was discovered, whereupon the yellow flag, the international signal
of a discased ship, would be hoisted and the ship held. If it was found to
have smallpox or some other communicable disease on board, it would go
through a fumigation process. The quarantine station had a sulphur burning
furnace, with a hose to convey the fumes to and around the ship. A small
gauge railway would carry passengers' luggage and effects from the ship to
the fumigation building where they were fumigated either by steam or formal-
dehyde. -There were also nearby bathrooms for personal fumigation. 1In 1926,
a system of duplicate pratique was developed, whereby ships clearing quaran-
tine in Canada, the U.S.A., St. Pierre and Micquelon, or the Panama Canal
would automatically be cleared for the other countries as well.

) Construction at the quarantine station continued intermittently
as the station grew. In the early 1900's, a second, smaller hospital was
constructed and a laboratory was built to study the contagious diseases. As
staff grew, extra residences were built, adding eight new cottages between
1899 and 1925. For the benefit of the large staff at William Head, a rec-
reation hall was built in 1914, which was later used as a school and chapel
for the staff and their children. The following year, a new first class
passenger house was constructed, with two storeys and 58 rooms to hold 116
people. Three more minor disease hospitals were added after the war and, for
the benefit of both the quarantine and customs officers, a large residence

and office building was constructed in the centre of the property in 1927.
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Figure 22

The Recreation Hall, built

in 1914, later used as school
and chapel. The original
first class passenger house

is in the background.

Figure 23

The second first class
passengers' shelter

house, built in 1915.
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Shortly before this, in the mid-1920's, the daughter of a New York
~:iZjonaire was held at the quarantine station for 21 days. When she arrived,
:-2 was suspected of having smallpox, so she was held, her husband, mother,
z-: father all staying with her. While here, her parents learned of high

-zlity British goods in Victoria and went shopping every day, returning each
:w with $500 worth of goods for their daughter. The entire episode ended up

-:zzting about $10,000 worth of capital into the Victoria economy.
Life on Bentinck Island, however, was not so extravagant and the

.::_ation of the island was hard on the lepers. By 1926 there were ten pat-
25 on the island, eight Chinese and two Russians, being looked after by
w: =zttendants and a nurse, the wife of one of the attendants, all of whom

~zve2 on the island. The leper's cottages were small, but comfortable, they

zozs=d their own food, and were well fed and warm. Their only luxury was some

Figure 24

The Customs and quarantine
staff offices and residence,

built in 1927.
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totacczc ard their only recreation was the gardens they were encouraged to
grow, eact having his own plot and supply of seeds. They managed neverthe-
less, ©cae Chinese doing especially well, but the two Russians were very temp-
grazenTital.

There was also a slight controversy in 1926 at Bentinck Island. In
Decexmccer cf that year, a commission of enquiry was held at the quarantine
staticon tc ascertaln whether the caretaker at Bentinck Island, Mr. Henry
Thomas = McXze, was mentally fit to continue in that position. Due to his app-
arcot excizability and a possibility of violence, the enquiry decided to re-
tire ! =r. MzKee early, as he was about sixty years of age at the time. More
protleems arose at the 1sland when, less than three years later, the leper
patien=:ts' complaints about the quality and quantity of their food reached
Ottawa.. This problem was resolved when the Quarantine Officer at William
Head wruTote a letter to Ottawa explaining the situation, complete with a list
of comzplaiats from all the patients.

Dr. Chester P. Brown had replaced Dr. Nelson as Medical Superint-
encent : at william Head in 1923 and, throughout the late 1920's and early
1953's:, he would travel across to Bentinck Island on one of the quarantine
staticon's vessels. During the 1920's, the Quarantine Service was transferred
frem -ihe Cepartment of Agriculture to the newly created Department of Health
and ai_. vessels under this new department were eventually renamed 'Salucanﬁ<)
derivex! {rom the Greek word for health and the first three letters of Canada.
Alchoumgh the Madge was sold to the San Juan Tug Company, the Evelyn, on Nov-
ember 10tk, 1931, was renamed the Salucan I.

Also during the 1920's and 1930's, William Head's own public
school . was in operation. Located in the Recreation Hall and staffed by the

Britiss: Cclumbia authorities, it served the fifteen families at William Head.
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ance of 16, dropping to two after the second World War. The orizzizzl teacher
lived in the back of the school and did not retire until she wz. wz=ll into
her seventies.

After the peak year of 1928-29, the number of ships be::-3 inspect-
ed at William Head began to decrease, dropping to 952 vessels ian 1:30. But
although the number of ships was decreasing, the tonnage insrectc:- searly was
increasing, as the quarantine station saw fewer small tramp ships =-2 more
large steamships. This trend did not last long, as the real effecciz of the
depression hit the shipping industry in the Pacific Ocean. The ruumser of
ships inspected at William Head decreased rapidly through the ear::v 1930's,
reaching the pre-World War I1 low point in 1934 of 65 vessels in ons year,
quite a drop from 1068 ships per year only five years earlier.

During this time, a new ship, the Salucan V, was added :c the vess-
vls at the quarantine station, under the command of the Deparioen:. :I Health
skipper at William Head, Captain Edward Cole. Dr. H. E. Tremayne rsplaced Dr.
Brown as Medical Superintendent at the station in 1934, followed -vv Jr. J. S.
Douglas in 1938 and Dr. T. D. Bain in 1939,

It was while Dr. Bain was superintendent that, in the :=spring of
1939, the British freighter Rugely arrived with the yellow flag fl.iving high.
It was filthy beyond words when it docked, with ten of the 29 crew. mesbers
suffering with blackpox. The citizens of British Columbia scrambl.ez: for vacc-
ination and shunned Dr. Bain and the staff of the quarantine stati:zoc: for
months. Later in 1939, two more British freighters arrived with _]- zases of

smallpox. Dr. Bain only remained one year at William Head, albex:: za event-
ful one, and was replaced in 1940 by Dr. R. B. Jenkins, who was :tz:- remain as

Medical Superintendent for the duration of the second world war zz=a: into the
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1950%s.

As did its predecessor:. wzrld War II saw William Head put to new
and different uses. Although tinns-s was no attack made by the Germans or
Japanese on the west coast of Cwzn:ziz, the threat of such an attack existed
during the war, especially in th=zs zinds of the Canadian public. Accordingly,
plans were made for the forrific:_:::1 of the west coast based on the recomm-
endations of a report by Major . .. Z. C. Treatt, R.A., a British officer and
expert in coast defences. A-onz . :Z-:=r rccommendations, the Treatt Report
called for the establishment ={ =:v:z-al searchlight stations, so, in 1938
and 1939, several small lights = wz-z -laced around Victoria and Esquimalt har-
bours. In the fall of 1940, the :zs& at Esquimalt began to reccive shipment
of eighty modern "60" lights &nd., :-on thereafter, detachments of the 17th
Searchlight (C.D.), R.C.A. were <c:=-=ting nine new fighting lights and eight

Figures= 25

One of ° tw: =searchlights
establizsnz=Z at Willdiam

Head in w==-24d War II.
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illuminated area searchlights in :he Victoria and Esquimalt areas. Two of

the latter, powered by a 45 horse—--~wzr diesel engine housed in a small

building nearby, were placed c¢n z=n: zzint at William Head and operated from
Mary Hill, the defence base and ar-:iillery battery on the bluff just west of
the quarantine station. A few humzc-zZ yards along the beach from the search-

re

lights was a concrete abutment whi::- stuck out into the water and was used

to mark the rise and fall of the -t2:z2=. This Information was needed to aim

Lthe guns at Mary 11i1]1 accurately -u: Into the strait.

Along with the establisimms=:z of two searchlights in World War II,

William Head was also used as a trzz:z2ing ground for the Fishermens' Reserve.
Due to the increasing possibility <c? war, the Fishermens' Reserve was creat-
ed in 1938 to meet the defence nee=:z: =f the west coast. It was expected

that, when war broke out in Europe., 211 naval vessels in the west would be
transferred to the east coast of C.anz2a. The Fishermens' Reserve was to fill
the gap left by the move and patrc:. =2 west's long, indented coastline.

But the coast, with its many inletz: w=ich could provide hiding places for

enemy craft and small raiding parc:i:es, was not the only cause of concern.

by the authorities, since the Royar. Zanadian Navy did not have enough stren-
gth to undertake effective control ¢ the coast.

In September 1939, the Fiiz-ermens' Reserve was mobilized, but the
men were not ranked the same as reggz._.zr navy due to lack of official train-
ing. The acquisition and conversisor =f local craft was made possible on
September 3rd, when the Minister or: %ational Defence was given power to re-
quisition any British ship registerreZ in Canada. So, at the beginning of
the war, with both men and ships :-ez:=z brought into service, ten Fishermens'

Reserve vessels were immediately ass:signed to duty; four in the Esquimalt area,
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four around the Queen Charlotte Islands, and two off thz= .=st coast of Van-

couver Island. Due to the lack of vessels for search azzi z:tack, the ships
were tu carry out patrol and minesweeping duties in the::r zreas. By October,
1940, the Fishermens' Reserve had 17 vessels and 1506 of::::zrs and men who,

as they were not intended for offensive operations 1t IZ:r::z, were armed only

with .303 inch Lewils guns.

In August of 1941, proper training began with 2 month long course
being given at William Head. By the end of the course ::: =trength of the
Fishermens' Reserve had risen to 275 and the training cczz::Z temporarily.

In December, 1941, recruiting resumed, five more ships - wer2 requisitioned,
and William Head reopened for training. After the attac:: -2 Pearl Harbour
and the seizure of twenty Japanese fishing boats, fear -ci z Japanese landing
on the west coast increased, so the training continued uznzil May, 1942 when
the suggestion was made that Fishermens' Reserve personn=z=e. should be trained
in commando tactics and man the seized Japanese vessels. :v then the Fish-
ermens' Reserve had 48 ships and 475 officers and rating=s.

In June, 1942, the Canadian Army agreed to prcviiie one hundred
wooden landing craft, to be manned by the navy and maintzz:=ed by both. At
the same time, the Fishermens' Reserve recruited 400 morze men, bringing the
total complement to about 900. Training began in July tzhsz -year at William
Head, with a three month course in visual signalling, cazrmeatry, seamanship,
rigging, pilotage, and motor mechanics. In October, fur-izer training was
offered by the army, in Courtenay, and, early in 1945, t=znz entire operation
became based in and around the Comox area.

During the Quebec Conference of August, 1943, =zt-angements were

made for Canada to man a squadron of 36 major landing crzzi: in the invasion

of Europe the following year. In hopes of obtaining trarized officers and
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Figure 26

Special landing craft
at William Head for the

training of the Fishermens'

5 Reserve in 1942. (PRA-P=IBT6).
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ratings for this, the Fishermens' Reserve crews were given the choice of
volunteering for duty abroad or leaving the service. Eventually, 35 men
volunteered and were sent overseas while, of the remainder, 100 men trans-
ferred to general service and proceeded overseas, some returned to west
coast service, and the rest were discharged. In August, 1944, it was decid-
ed to abolish all patrols which the Fishermens' Reserve had continued to
malntain on the west coast and, by the end of that year, the Reserve ceased
to exist.

As in the first World War, the number-of ships passing through
William Head dropped again during World War II. But in 1945, the quarantine
station had one of its biggest jobs ever when the 83,673 ton liner Queen
Elizabeth returned to Esquimalt. The liner had originally come to the area

in 1942 when she was ordered to drydock at Esquimalt, the only dock large
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enough :: a-commodate her on the Pacific, after the fall-of Singapore. After
being r-e’itzed and painted as a troop transport, she sailed to Los Angeles,
picked ¢z 13,000 American troops, and sailed for Australia. She returned to
Esquima:l:z iz 1945 to be refitted back to a liner and 7000 pieces of her fur-
niture w:zrz moved on scows to William Head where they were deloused, keeping

the stzzil -I the quarantine station busy for quite a while.

C.2spite the ragings of war, life at Bentinck Island continued

-

quite ~zcrmelly. During and after the war, the lepers received visits from
the docz:zzr at William Head twice weekly. Any outgoing mail was fumigated
for twe:z_v2 hours before it was sent out. 1In 1944, the caretaker of the is-
land, '=r. Guy Pears, welcomed a new nurse, Dorothy B. Fairweather, to the

island. So2 was to remain on the island until it closed more than twelve

years _.iz:ter. Two years after the war, in 1947, Bentinck Island received

In 1948, two newspapermen were allowed on the island for the first
time. wrizer Cy Young and photographer Bill Hackett, working for "The
Provincze", sailed over to the island on the 65 foot Salucan V with Dr. Jen-
kins. A2 that time, there were only three lepers on the island; one Chinese,
one Japozese, and one.Itrish woman who had contracted the disease as a miss-
ionary Ia Nigeria.

Although 1ife at the leper station had been described as a living
death, I7 Young reported that no patient had ever committed suicide on the
island =¢£ there had only been one escape, prior to World War II. Lepers
seldom <Zle from leprosy, but usually from a secondary disease. Two of the
lepers = 3entinck Island actually died from old age, both living until they
were cvver eighty years of age. While people under 21 years old were not

allcwec: >= the island, no visitor, nurse, or caretaker of the island had ever



58

Figure 27

The remains of the
last surviving leper
cottage on Bentinck

Island.

contracted leprosy. By then, supplies were coming to the island from Will-
iam Head every three or four weeks, in an attempt to make the lepers' lives
as comfortable as possible.

| Less than ten years later, in 1957, the leper colony at Bentinck
Island was closed. Of the three remaining lepers, one died and two were
discharged in 1956. Any lepers found on the west coast after 1957 were sent
to Canada's other leper colony at Tracadie, New Brunswick, which remained
open until 1971. Although most of the lepers were Chinese, in its history
Bentinck Island also held two Russians, two Japanese, one East Indian, one
Canadian, and one Irish woman, the only woman to be housed on the island,
for a total of thirty patients. The only reminder left of these people is
the small cemetery on Bentinck Island with its 13 white, unmarked crosses
which bear testimony to the sad and simple life which the leper patients on

Canada's west coast led.
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Figure ZE

Part of the l:zz=r

cemetery on I=-:inck

Island.
After the leper colony was c__.c:sZ, the Department of Health and
Welfare kept the island in its charge ==zl 1959 when the Department of Nat-

fonal quence took over the i{sland. Tlirer tried to rent the island for $40
per month and, later, attempted to giv~= =2 island to the provincial govern-
ment as a picnic area. But as there waas s:ill a fear of leprosy in the mind
of the public, neither offer was taken =z. 1In 1962, the Department of Nat-
ional Defence began to use the island z: z training ground for demolitions
use. The Weapons Underwater branch uses: the island until 1969 when the

Boatswains' Division of Fleet School tz::4& cver the courses, remaining in

charge of them up to the present day. Zem-litions training included blast-
ing channels, blowing up large boulderz:, =2d cutting steel girders with small
blasts. Between August, 1962 and 1964 . 271 officers and members of the Royal

Canadian Navy completed the course. T.:zzzx, only the old doctor's residence
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anz: :ne leper cottage stand as the last buildings on Bentinck Island. If
tho:s Zepartment of National Defence were to give up the island, it would be-
ccmmz a parks reserve under the provincial government. Hopefully by then,
peczcz:.e may be over their fear of leprosy.

Back at the quarantine station, the number of ships inspected

theer: never really picked up after the war. The fumigation equipment at

Willl:az Head was last used 1in 1948 on the Canadian destroycr-esceort H.M.C.S.
Atz-oz:-ssxan, the second of three ships to bear that name. On its maiden run
{r-z-z New York, the ship came in contact with some polio cases and, as there
was- 2 ~ad polio scare at the time, it was thoroughly fumigated when it rea-

che=Z William Head.

By this time, the quarantine station consisted of 106 acres and
overr forty buildings including a hospital which held 49 patients, a first
clzzs: detention building which held about 120 people, a second class deten-
tioz zuilding which held 90 people, and the third class detention bufldings
whxzc> held between 500 and 800 people. The minimum inspection time for a
shiz: at that time was thirty minutes, as the staff of 16 had mastered the
Precicss.

By 1954, a system of radio pratique was being used at the station.
By :=is method an arriving ship would radio information about its passengers,
car-zz, and ports of call, so that it could be cleared without stopping.

Thizs svstem and the duplicate pratique started in 1926 did not apply to ships
comz=-z from Indonesia, China, Africa, or the Phillipines, which had to stop
anyvez¥. The Medical Superintendent at this time, Dr. R. B. Jenkins, was not
onl;- iInspecting ships, but immigrants and civil servants as well. Dr. Jen-
kinss would examine immigrants to see if they were physically and mentally

fit :0 enter Canada without being a burden and, also, civil servants for ad-
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mittance and retention in the public service.
By 1956, the quarantine staff numbered 13 and was led tv Lr. Fred-

erick Blundell who had replaced Dr. Jenkins as Medical Superintencdarmc:z. Work

?

at the quarantine station continued to decrease throughout the 1930°
that it began to serve more as a customs office. A newspaper arcici:z :I that
time noted that, with the advent of modern drugs, better living conczitizos

world-wide, and the efficiency of the quarantine station, the stafi a:z Will-

iam Head would soon be out of work. 1t was only a few years later =inez, in

closed down completely.

Through the first half of 1959, the quarantine staff sharz=c tl.e
premises with staff qf the Department of Justice and, on March 5th, >3 zcres
of the land was transferred from the Department of Health and Welfarz- zz the
Department of .Justice. After more than six months of sharing the pr-amizes,
on August lst, 1959, William Head Quarantine Station was closed, witz: :zhe
staff of 14 opening offices in the Canada Customs Building at B1l6 Covvsrmment
Street. br. Blundell -got rid of the quarantinc vessels at Williaz HeeaZ so,
operating from their new office, they had to use B.C. Pilotage Authorrizwy
craft. By September 1lst, Dr. Blundell and the others had completely vzcated
the premises and the penitentiary service readied to take over the rzes:z of
the property. Although the closing of the quarantine station at Willi:iz= Head
was a tribute to better health and medical conditions world-wide, it =zlso

marked the end of an important and unique era in the history cf Will:Ziazm Head.



All through the 1932's, =z: work at the quarantine station was slow-

ing down, there were rumours 2f c__:::=2 the station and making the land
o
~ available for other uses. Be:zween - .31 and 1953, Victoria's newspapers ran

neadlines and stories telling how «:’liam Head was being considered for such

purposes as a naval basce, a Jrug - trozzment centre, a ogunnery range, a haven
> lor the elderly, a hospital, a parit: z=d a provincial mental home. A decis-
~1on was finally made on the future. -I william Head in November,l958 when the
planning committee of the Justice L_zartment decided, rather than scrap the
buildings, to use part of William =zzZ to help relieve overcrowding at B.C.
Penitentiary, which, at the time, =zi 769 inmates where only 550 should have
been. When the Medical Superintenc.c:=t at the quarantine station, Dr. Fred-
erick Blundell, heard that William =-zz3 was to be useé as a penitentiary

site, he remarked that it was "unl_:i:=Iv the convicts will be allowed to
fish."21 Interestingly enough, he «is soon proven wrong.

Because it was only an c¢.vssIlow camp, all administration for Will-
tam Head was done through B.C. Pen:z.zzz=:iary. On December 13th, 1958, a staff
of officers left the main prison a—: %« Westminster, arrived at William Head
at 1:30 that afternoon, and establ__:zz=Z headquarters in the old Customs and
quarantine office building. The neis:z few days were spent surveying the area,
checking what worked, what didn't - wc-k, and what needed repairs. Several
buildings were renovated to fit the- zeeds of a future penitentiary. On Dec-
ember 23rd, the officers went home =:: New Westminster for Christmas recess,
but returned to William Head on Dec:zenZer 29th to continue their renovation
and preparation. Finally, on Janua=tr %th, 1959, the first three inmates, two
cooks and a plumber's helper, arrivwvei, escorted by four guards. On January

llth, two days after the inmates, ' :== resident electrician arrived and, today,

that man, Mr. Doug James, 1is the loor:zzst employed staff member at William
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Head Institution.

As western Canada's fir=z=z: :>:o=2n prison and British Columbia's sec-
ond federal penitentiary, Williz= =2z camp had no bars, no cells, and no
high stone walls. Inmates were 1:zi:izlly housed in the old first and second
class passengers quarters. As woT<T- w23 to be the main therapy for the in-
mates, some of the other old =il _._:-zs were equipped as carpentry, electri-
cal, plumbing, and mechanical sh---:. The only barrier to kecep the inmates
from escaping was a small fence -:.:::= was more effective in keeping gawkers
out. Fortunately, B.C. Penitent:-z7- w»zrden F. C. B. Cummins said that no
dangerous criminals would be tramsz:Zzrr=d there, only the older, more stable
prisoners. It was to operate iniz:::_’w as a pre-release centre, to help
cushion the prisoners' shock c¢f zu:uZzer freedom. A planning committee study-
ing prison methods in the U.S.A. _=z: Zurope was to make recommendations for

the permanent use of the prison.

The camp, originally u-zz=- e direction of John Grant who had 25
:>years? experience in the Penitenz--z-+ Service, grew quickly to 21 inmates by
the end of the first week. Centr=z-- > Dr. Blundell's observation, the in-
mates were fighing within ten davs- :-I their arrival. The first recorded

catch was a two foot long mud sharrx< z-iat was later used for bait in a crab
net. On February lst the daily r=z=o2crt tells how one inmate, after a 15 min-
ute struggle, caught a five foot -:-zz:zzus. Chief Supervisor Grant described

"

it as a "most horrible looking sce=z:zizea" and, after its picture was taken,

it was returned to the sea, "no c=zz teing in the mood for soup."

Late in January a telev::siz= was purchased for the inmates, whose
population, by the end of that =czz:-, %ad risen to 55. Inmate activities at
that time were restricted to the _3z:::z= end of the peninsula, with a fence

stretching across the land, jusz =sz_z= of the existing hospital area, for
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the control of movement at night.

Activity programs for inmates began almost immediately, with

church services beginning in January, 1959. Father W. J, O'Brien led the

J 2Catholic community then while the Protestant services were led, at first, by
the Gidecons and, later, by the Salvation Army. Soon after that, the first
John Howard meeting was held on February 2nd. An Alcoholics Anonymous group
began on March 3rd and, the same day, 37 Inmates registered for the (irst
Dale Carnegie Course, which began on March 7th, conducted by Len Parkin and
Wal Angus.

On Thursday, March 5th, the federal government officially trans-
ferred 35 acres of William Head from the Department of National Health and
Welfare to the Department of Justice. At the same time, a proclamation was
issued declaring the land to be a penitentiary site, thus establishing Will-
iam Head officially as a prison. The remaining quarantine staff continued
to occupy the rest of the property.

The institution, in the meantime, continued to grow. By May 4th,
less than four months after its opening, the inmate population had reached
one hundred. It did not stay at that level for long, however, with the num-
ber of inmates dropping as low as sixty over the following months. During
that time, work continued up-grading the buildings, clearing the land, and
cleaning the whole area. Overseeing this work and running the prison were
the thirty staff officers employed at William Head at that time.

Inmate activities carried on and, on June 20th, 1959, the first
Dale Carnegie Course held its graduate banquet, with 23 inmates receiving
diplomas. Later that year, a Dominion Government Meteorological Inspector
set up a weather station at William llead, which has operated for over twenty

years and continues to operate today.
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But life was not all work for the inmates. I~ Izczzmber, 1959,
Jerry Gosley presented his famous Smile Show for the :inzz=::s5, the first of
many performances of that show at William Head. L: Marz:. :f the following

year, as well, a group of square dancers gave a perfor—ancn:2 Zor the inmates

in the old school.

By July of 1959, the old quarantine staff at Wi:llizm licad was pre-
paring to move out altogether. On August lst the quaranc:izz station was
officially closed and, the following day, the staff openz=: zifice at the
Canada Customs' building in Victoria. Some stores anc =z:z.::rment were left
by the quarantine staff, to be picked up at a later cate.. :nZ they presented
a piano to the prison staff before leaving. Dr. Blundeil  ::zatended with the
disposing of the quarantine station's vessels and, in Ssz::i:zber, he moved

off the station himself.

Soon after that, .John Grant, Chief Supervisor z: William Head,
left the institution. He had lived in the upstairs of z=zz z.d administrat-
ion building, now the Living Unit Resource Centre, and ._: 1s sald that he
used to_awim,in Parry Bay and then wash himself under ccilZ wzter from a hose.
No doubt the hose water was warmer than the bay. In QCctzor=r, 1959, he was
promoted to Deputy Warden at B. C. Penitentiary and was s_:zceeded by Mr. H.
A. Collins, who had been the keeper-in-charge at William = *=3Z. Mr. Collins
headed a staff which included some of the old quarantine w-rkers, since they
had been given the opportunity of finding employment wiz=: zXe new institution
when the quarantine station closed.

On February llth, 1960, after the recommencatzac=: >v Warden Cummins
that the remaining land at William Head be taken over :¥ TFenitentiary Ser~
vices, the federal government transferred another 53 acrze: Irom the Depart-

ment of National liealth and Welfare to the Department < _stice, bringing
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Figure 29

William Head in 1959, being
converted to a prison. Note
that the wharf has already been

partially dismantled.

the total size of the prison then to slightly over 88 acres. " ¢ total prop-
erty included about forty buildings of various types, includiznz some built
at the opening of the quarantine station in 1893.

By January of 1961, the inmate population at Williaar Zezd had again
risen over a hundred. Because of the emphasis on rehabilitatiio-, the inmates'’
time was split between attending classes, learning trades, anz: wcrking in and
around William Head. The staff included a teacher, who taught: =z to the
grade eight level, and all work was done under maintenance stzz:I supervision.

The inmates were kept busy in 1961 as several new -ciL:llings were
added to the property at William Head. That year, the greenncouse, Building
50, was built, the first of many to be constructed using izozmacz:e labour.

Several surplus barracks and other buildings at nearby Fort rzodi Hill were

also officially transferred to the care of the installaticn z:: ¥illiam Head
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Figure 30

The greenhouse at
William Head, built

in 1961.

that year and were dismantled, with all salvageable materials being taken to
the prison by a crew of inmates. By June 9th, two buildings had been dis-
mantled_ and, on August 3lst, approval was granted for the transfer of six
more buildings, which were later salvaged in the same way. Later in the
year, a crew of staff and inmates worked at Rocky Point Naval Establishment
constructing fire roads there, which are still in use today.

The following year, the prison acquired some additional land, On
March lst, 1962, by an Order-in-Council of the federal government, 6.21 acres
of land were transferred from the Department of National Defence land at
Mary Hill to the Department of Justice installation at William Head.

An article, written by an inmate at B.C. Penitentiary in 1962,
claimed that the inmates at William Head were initially confused by their

new-found freedom there. At the time, the prison had 120 inmates, with 70
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in the der—zizcry, and 50 in private rooms in other buildings. One of the

wOork nrogrra=s then was a modern farm which produced food and plants for the

penitentizzry i1 New Westminster. The various vocational programs continued,
with the =zzrpeatry instructor seeing 90% of the men released through his
progra=m -..z3iz and retain employment.

=ce again, 1in 1962, attempts were made to acquire more land for
William He=3Z -rison, this time from Mary Hill. The land was to be used as
a drug acocizt camp for about a hundred inmates, as the prison at Matsqui,
with its szecial section for drug addicted prisoners, had not yet opened.
Though muc:z= eifort was spent to obtain the land, it was never acquired.
Eventuall ', mowever, 21 buildings at Mary Hill were transferred to the con-
trol of WiZlli=m Head prison and, in the fall of 1963, they were dismantled
and salvazzed zs were the buildings from Fort Rodd Hill.

In an attempt to improve the visiting facilities, permission was
given, in  March, 1963, for 18 yards of sand to be moved, by the inmates,
froz Wweir- 's Zeach to the prison. It was placed on a small beach In the vis-
iring arezz a:z William Head, as a play area for visiting children.

Za 1964, Harry Collins replaced John Grant as Deputy Warden at B.C.
Penitentzzary and, on June l6th, Gamaliel (Neil) Milner replaced Collins as
Superinte=aie=t of the prison at William Head. When Milner gook over, the
prison, -witx facilities for 150, had an inmate population of over 140.

Zust before Christmas of 1964, a terrible and unfortunate accident
occurred =zt william Head. On December 23rd of that year, an inmate was
¢’ anginz &z light bulb on a power pole, when he received a 7000 volt jolt of
electricz::zv and fell 25 feet to the ground. He was taken to hospital in Vic-
toria amz: zlaced on the critical list. He eventually recovered, but, sadly,

-——

only afzzer nis right leg had been amputated.
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In 1965, William Head cut its ties with B.C. Penitentiary and be-
came an autonomous institution. New dormitories were built that year, the
tender having been called the previous November. It was to be the first
step in an overall ten year plan for construction. Several old buildings,
including the isolation hospital, the morgue, and one of the old residences,
were also demolished.

The Indlan Educational Club was developed in 1965 as well, marking
the first of several groups to develop native consciousness at the prison.
The John Howard Society, a group always active at William Head, held an open
meeting within the gates of the prison that year. It was the first such
meeting in a Canadian prison, with approximately ninety men and women present.

In May, 1965, a small group of inmates at William Head joined the

provincial fire-fighting organization, to fight blazes in and around the

Figure 31

The inmates'
dormitory, built
in 1965, near

completion.
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area. They worked under the supervisicn- I {ire-fighting crews and prison
staff, and were paid the regular fire-7Zi::--:z:ng wage of $1.00 per hour. Be-
fore joining, they went through 2 train:ziz:z :zrogram led by Langford Forest
Ranger, Donald Jones. By 1970, the firz: :r:sw was busy helping in the Met-
chosin area and backing up other desarz==z-:t:., Willlam liead Institution still
has its own fire crew, complete with har’Z. =-d truck, today.

The second building to be ccnmz:z:vuited with inmate labour, the kit-

chen and dining room, was built in i9€z.., «sith a wing for a staff dining room

and loungc being added in 1978. The in-::z::i.tion also began a pre-relase
program in 1966, whereby inmates would _:vz in one of the old staff houses
on the property and go out into the commm.zi:y on a daily basis to work, re-
turning to the institution each night. Tme program began with nine men

working‘in Victoria and other local ccmmm=—izies.

- -

Figure i

The Fire Hasll =zt

Williarm Hezaza:Z.
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The Bayview Junior Chamber of Commerce also began in 1966. The
gr=:zu: =ad its charter ceremony on February 4th, with 38 inmates as members
amz: .2 guests attending. Later that year, in September, William Head Inst-
ii..ti:= entered and won the glory at the Victoeria Horticultural Society Ann-
uc.. 3w, Placing first in corn, potatoes, and cucumbers, second in apples,
imo. zezting honourable mention for their vegetable display, the William Head
zrT.-2 =ad the best vegetable collection overall, to win the ribbon and tro-
= -+ IcT that year. Special thanks went out to grounds and garden officer,
Mr:o. Arzhur Attree.

Inmate labour was used again in 1967 when a fourth wing was added
tz :z=e dormitory by contract and finished by the inmates. The Laundry

bur:liing was also built by the inmates in 1968 and, the following year, the

rrresent, Inmate Training building was constructed, partially using inmate

In 1969, a plan to build four major institutions in the William
“e..zI area was put forward. Only one of them,the Lester B. Pearson College
2z the Pacific, was built in this area. Of the others, the three B.C. Univ-
vrrs:ties' Biological Laboratory was stationed at Bamfield, the Federal Ocean

b -

By 1970, William Head was one of 14 minimum security prisons in
Ziz=zda. The selection of prisoners coming to William Head was made by the

“22zional Classification Board in New Westminster, with the inmates coming

C mem L

zrom 3.C. Penitentiary and Matsqui medium security prison. Being a minimum

zsez::1ity prison, the guards at William Head had no weapons then and the
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R.C.M.P. had to be called if needed.

Continuing its emphasis on rehabilitation, William Head I-m:zitution
offered both general schooling and vocational training. 1In 1970, == Zooke
School Board took over the supervision of the school at William Hezzz z=d
pranted credits to all students recommended by the teachers. The =zz-:-:-ling
specialized up to the grade ten level, but grade twelve could be “z:z:::i-ed
under the first teacher assigned there, Mr. Olson. The library thzesrz, at
the time, had several thousand books for loan to the inmates.

The training centre at William Head also offered a choicz: :I trad-
es, taught by qualified instructors. One project, in 1970, was th:z. ::ilding
of apparatus to be set up in the visiting area. That year, swings.. :e=-saws,
and monkey bars were all designed and built by the inmates and werz: ==z up

for the.children of family and friends visiting on weekends.

Figure 33
The visiting area at William
Head, showing the apparatus
designed and built by the

inmates.
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Up-keep and maintencz-:e of the prison grounds was also looked after

by the inmates. Their work waz: -:id for using four pay grades, ranging from
35¢ to 65¢ per day, with the :.::":2r pay grade getting the higher wage. In-
mates began at grade one and <-: 2 up by initiative, effort, and attitude.
Fifty per cent of the wages we=-: 20 a compulsory savings account, while the
rest could be spent in the can-:::2z. As well as pay increases, good behav-
iour and co-operation could a_._:: €3arn inmates time off their sentence. Up
to three days per month could :: zaken off, but, if behaviour slackened, the

days could be put back.

In mid-December, 1977.. a 77 year old building was destroyed by a
fire of unknown origin at the =:ison. While Superintendent Milner praised
the co-operation of the inmates: iz handling the fire, it was estimated that

$25,000, to $30,000 damage was =z--=e¢. Although used at the time as an inmate
training centre, it was the orz::inzl quarantine officer's residence, built
when the quarantine station opesz:Z in 1893. Milner reported that the build-
ing contained a schoolroom, cliz:sirooms, a library, and vocational and acad-
emic training areas. Along wizz: z-e ten man William Head fire team, help
was given by the Rocky Point az=z: Metchosin Fire Departments. One wing of
the building was saved, but wa=: zcrn down later.

The year 1970 also maz-<ei the first occasions of violence and death
at William Head Institution, wiz:zx Zts first verified suicide and first host-
age taking incident, both occur--iz: within a month of the other. On June
25th, a 23 year old inmate was ::u=d dead on the property. The young native
Indian from Bella Coola commitz:zzi suicide by hanging himself with an elect-
rical cord. He had served six =nc=:hs of a two year sentence for breaking
and entering and theft when he =:zie3. No foul play was suspeéted at the time.

Less than a month laczz-, on Saturday, July 18th, William Head had
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its first major disturbance and attack on a guard in its history. Early in
the evening that day, a guard noticed that one of the inmates appeared to be
drunk. The inmate was summoned to the main office and, upon arriving there,
he attacked the administration officer, Al Dolny, who suffered minor injur-
ies. The inmate was later charged and taken to Victoria jail by the R.C.M.P.
Violence continued later that evening when a fracas occurred in the prison
auditorium, during a movie., Three prisoners were treated for minor injuries
and released.

After the movies, back in the dormitory, violence continued when
two inmates overpowered, beat, stripped and robbed a dormitory officer,
Michael Lee, of $100 and held him hostage. A guard, Rod Keeler, tried to
rescue Lee, but received a stab wound in the abdomen and was also taken
hostage'. The two inmates then took Lee's clothes and keys and disappeared.
Although he was too hurt to take any action, Keeler called for help and by
11:30, all 15 Colwood R.C.M.P. officers had arrived. One inmate was caught
on the grounds by 4:00 a.m. that night and the other was caught at 12:45
the next afternoon. Those two inmates, and the one who attacked Mr. Dolny,
were all charged and had more time, up to four years, added to their sentence.

In 1972, the inmates at William Head Institution became the first
prisoners in Canada to receive the federal-minimum wage for-work performed
in a prison. The Canadian Penitentiary Service took this major step as a
pilot project to construct a vocational training centre, now Building 105.
At the beginning of the project, the inmates were presented with chromium-
plated tools by Solicitor-General Jean-Pierre Goyer at a special ceremony
on May 5th, with several M.P.'s and M.L.A.'s present. The inmates received
the minimum wage of $1.75 per hour, with some deductions, but if they slack-

ed off, they were returned to the normal wages of 55¢ to 85¢ per day.
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At the beginning of the project, six inmates <.z c¢mployed, with
twenty inmates working at the peak of the project. . -=:ir_ction began in
mid-May under the supervision of a project manazer wh: «:--ed with the sel-
ccted inmates. They were granted special privileses oo zoacesslons, such
das temporary absences and apending money, as an expor: . Toto see I the fn-
mates' construction could be placed on a scheduled prz-z::::1 basis. Special-
lzed areas, such as high voltage electrical equipment. - -::n moving, and

-built up roofings were carried out by outside contract:-rs. working as sub-
contractors to the Canadian Penitentiary Service. Co=" . z:zziImates for the
project were around $278,000 and the program was such . :.::cess that work
was completed in eleven months, with large savings Ior 12z taxpayer and good
training for the inmates. The old dormitory, Building .., and the old Chin-
ese livfng quarters were finally demolished when the nec¢- Z_iIlding came into
operation.

The other blg event of 1972 was the sightirg I .-at sone people
call Willfam lead's resldent ghost, One of the Livice . -Iz Officers, Danny
Lord, went to investigate a disturbance in the small cemx-z:iz-y on the property,

left over from the quarantine station. There, in the c-z-« of night, he saw
a sight that he finds hard to explain. It seemed mcstl . ~ Zike a glow, about
seven feet tall, which was vaguely in the shape of a hum=z=z= 5ddy. Many people
believe this 1is the ghost of the 6' 9" Mongolian who wa=: z: the quarantine
station during the first World War,

Early in 1973, with an inmate population that <IZ_:tuated between
140 and 150, sccurity at the prison began to tighten af:z:z- = two year long
rash of escapes and walkaways. During the year, the fexzz:z was extended and
raised to 14 feet, with a higher gatehouse and an additi:-= :f a dozen Living

Unit Officers. This marked the beginning of the change -: william Head from
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The main entrance and

-

administration building
at William Head before

the tightening of security

in 1973.
a minimum to a medium security prison. Inmates getting trzazmz:Izrred to the
prison werc not to be more dangerous, but simply more precne i escape. The
capacity of the prison remained at 150, with a staff, at the. ==, of 24, be-

fore the addition of the new Living Unit Offlicers. 1In Octoczer, Superintend-
ent Milner left to become director of the new Pandora Correcz:z::=z! Centre,

John Sheridan became Acting Superintendent until John Mulron=er wz2s appointed
as director in October, 1974, when the institution was offi-:zz21v reclassif-
ied as medium security. Mulroney had come to William Head -zI:zzr serving in

the Saskatchewan Penitentiary at Prince Albert for three yez:

One of the programs at William Head that operatec =:z::->ugh 1973 was
a tree-spacing program which had begun the previous year in 7::z and Knight
Inlets on the west coast of the B.C. mainland. The inmates. :2z at a time,

would be driven to Comox, where they would fly into one of :::z: zwo inlets.
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The first group worked ten days, had three off, and worked another ten davs
before returning to the institutlcn. The second group worked “or two 14 da-
periods, with a one week break in between. This program lasted for three
vears, from 1972 to 1974.

A program which began o 1973 wan the constract lon ol howes on
Becher Bay Indian Reserve. During the late spring and summer of 1973, the
vocational training program at William Head constructed the first of five
houses at the reserve. Tor this (irst house, only the oil furnace was con-
tracted out.

Also in 1973, as if to spite attempts to tighten security, the
worst escape attempt ever at William Head cccurred. Since its opening in
1959, the institution has had some problems with escapes, some of which have
interesting stories. In 1964, an inmate supposedly escaped under the cover
of a dense fog. After a three day search, the inmate was found in an old,
unused building on the prison grounds. Another inmate, after disappearing
lor cleven days, turned himscelf fn to a Sooke family. Apparently he was
hungry. There are many other stories of escapes, but none worse than the
event in May, 1973.

Late on Sunday night, May 13th, a 32 year old inmate cscaped from
the institution and made his way over to nearby Weir's Beach resort. There,
in an attempt to steal some money, he first beat an elderly couple and robb-
ed them of $30, and then procecded to a nearby house, beat up another man,
and threw him off his sundeck. All three ended up in Royal Jubilee Hospital
in fairly good condition. This incident triggered off a massive outcry from
the people of Metchosin to have the prison moved and an intense manhunt to
find the escapee.

The following days saw the prison officials involved in two activ-
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ities; =:-rz:x.ng the escapee and defending the prison's existence. Searchers
worked 7.~ =>_rs a day, with the help of tracking dogs and helicopters. Will-
iam Headé =c.ar:is were armed in the search as leads from local residents were
inliowec.. Th.e escape attempt ended after onlyv three days when a local lady
spetted oz escapee in Saanich. In a short while, the R.C.M.P. arrived with
dog team=- :2Z the lnmate was discovered hiding in a bush. He offered no

resistancze 2zt his capture and was later taken to court and charged with
crimes rzs_ztizng to the cpisode at Weir's Beach.

=I-rtunately, the outcry from local residcents did not end so

Gguickly. 222 to a five man escape from the maximum security Correctional
Developme:znz lentre near Laval, Quebec, a Parliamentary Inquiry into the Can-
adian penzzl svstem was called for at the same time as the William Head esc-

ape. Néi::irer of these events reflected well on the penal system in Canada,
and the -_:zz2I outcry against William Head did not disappear quickly.
2 1375, the transition from minimum to medium security was finish-
ed, with z- inmate population of 150 and a staff of 103 at the prison. Emph-
asis on <:zl.:zszion and vocational training continued, with such courses as
bricklavianz, tlastering, carpentry, cooking, and industrial electricity. All
of these w=re six month apprenticeship studies and required completion at
Camosun C_:’lege or some other educational institution. The director of voe-
ational s=sersices at the time, Tom Horsley, said that they tried to work in
pre-trade :raining during the six months before an inmate's release.
Zxperience, as well as education, was gained by the inmates as they
finished =:z= second of five houses at Becher Bay Indian Reserve. A group of
five inmaz:=s also constructed a Brownie Hut on Sooke River Road near Milne's
Landing, z:mn~lete with fireplace and barbeque. Another program at the time

was a co---crerative market selling inmate crafts in Victoria. Conarts, as it
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was known, operated on Tort Street and proceeds were split between the co-
operative and the inmates.

A local newspaper article in December of 1975 told of the success
of the William Head day pass program. The article reported that the program
was 99.917% successful, with only three of 3,300 inmates released on escorted
and unescorted day passes not returning. The day parole program, where par-
olees are under the care of the National Parole Board, had an 84.75% success
rate. Of the 59 inmates released under this program, five violated parole
rules, two were charged with new crimes, and two escaped.

In 1976, a marine biology course was offered at William Head as a
part of the ongoing education program. It was instructed by Bob Pauwels,
with about six students attending. An air-brake course was also offered in
conjunc'tion with Camosun College and, on September 19th, 13 inmates won their
air-brake certificates,

On December lst, 1977, the present warden of William Head Instit-
ution, Mr. Arlie Bender, was appointed to that position. Ille had, at that
Ltime, about 16 years of experience with the Canadian Penitentiary Service,
having worked at Collins Bay, Ontario, Stoney Mountain Prison, Manitoba, and
B.C. Penitentiary, Matsqui prison, and Reglonal llcadquarters in British Col-
umbia. Before coming to William Head, Mr. Bender was Assistant Director of
Industries at Matsqui.

Not long before his appointment, there was a second hostage taking
incident at William Head, this time involving one inmate and two officers.
On November 20th, 1977, an inmate, who had been drinking home brew, entered
a control area where two guards were stationed and robbed them of $30 at
knifepoint. He was soon overpowered and taken to Colwood R.C.M.P. where he

was later charged and had three more years added to his four year sentence.



80

In 1979, it scemed as if the residents of Metchosin whe wanted the
prison moved wer. to have their way. On February 16th, Prograr l:irector
Colin Sheppard announced that by 198<, with the construction of a new 400
man unit near Kamloops, William Head Institution would be made redundant.
While the 127 staff members were told thev would be offered equivulent jobs
elsewhere, the news sparked the revival of speculation over the future usc
of Wi{lllam Head. In Kamloops, some hiring was donc as well as some sitc
preparation, but any plans were soon stopped when the whole idea was dropped
early in March. The decision was apparentLly made without the consent of
Solicitor-General Jean-Jacques Blais who vetoed the idea, reiterating a
statement he had made at Kamloops that the only federal penitentiary to be
phased out would be the maximum security B.C. Penitentiary. Today, there
are still no immediate plans to close down the institution.

Although the following year, 1980, was marked by a rash of escapes,
it came after a long period of escape frec ﬁperation. After the tightening
of security in 1974, escapes continued to be a slight problem. In August,
1976, three inmates escaped with the help of a young woman in a boat, who
picked up the inmates in the water off Willlam Head and took them into Vic-
toria. Two months later, a more violent escape occurred when a pair of in-
mates crashed through the prison gates in the institution's fire truck. This
escape led to a tightening of security which apparently worked, for, from
January, 1978 to January,K 1980, there were no escapes at all from William Head

J

over the full two year period.

The escape free years, however, were broken in February, 1980, with
an attempt that marked the beginning of a rash of escapes that lasted for
over six months. Late in February, two inmates tried to escape by water,

but sadly met their end in the icy waters of Juan de Fuca Strait. But their
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\j Looking scuzn :I7 William
Head tecwarZs :f=:e Rocks.
Several prisc-nzrs have
attempted z: =:i3pe into
the waters oI _:zn de Fuca
_ Strait.
deaths did not act as a deterrent zas.. :=ly a month later, another pair of in-

mates tried to escape on a makeshil: It. They were, fortunately, picked up
within 24 hours. Early in July, am :i-mate escaped successfully by raft, foll-
owed by two others on a raft less zizaz a3 week later. Towards the end of July,
another three inmates escaped by rai:z:, aiter attempting to fool the dormitory
officers by placing dummies in their =zis. Finally, on July 30th, one more
inmate escaped by riding out with zhe. Z-ash in the garbage t}uck, bringing

the total number of escapes, in less =:z:zzn six months, to eleven. Two other

inmates tried to escape by raft in Sc:zzi=mber of 1980, but were soon picked up

L)

in Juan de TFuca Strait, barely aliw:
The other main event of .:::. was the prison's first and only ver-
ified murder. On March 16th, a 52 weszzr old inmate was stabbed to death by a

fellow prisoner, after the two had =az: za argument in the prison kitchen.
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T7.ne wrunded inmate managed to struggle to the hospital, but died soon after.

.n2¢ 3:2used inmate ctried to claim the other had stabbed himself, but was
=2 puilty of manslaughter and sentenced to another five vears in prison.
Today, William Head Instituticon, under the direction uf Warden
T..% Zend2r, remains as a medium sccurity federal penitentiary. Although
... izstitution has lost some of its original freedom of activity, as secur-

22tw ":3 tizghtened, it {s still unique in its setting among Canadian peniten-

L..i7ie5. As a receiving institution, the inmates ar William Head are no

noo. 2introlled by a staff of about 135.

Various programs still exist today for the inmates' personal dev-
el_cmme~t and resocialization. Some of these programs come under the direct-
iz=- :I the recreation department, which facilitates opportunities for physi-
cz.- zi_cation, recreation, and entertainment. 'The recreation officers,
Heoo:it Ivjolffson and Wally Klein, provide instruction and coaching, direct
rezcrzizional Open Houses and socials, escort inmates on temporary absence
nr-ozrims for recreational purposes, as well as supervising all other rec-
re.ziion programs.  Facilicies at the institution now include tennis courts,
a :-:zlI course, a gymnasium, a pool room, a cards room, a weight lifting area,
a o»czzing trail, a fishing wharf, three television rooms, and a soccer and
sc-izzall field. While 30 to 40% of thfgnmate population is involved in act-
ive:. --wvsical recreation, about 90% of the inmates participate in the less
acz:iive programs such as cards and pool. Golf and fishing are the most att-
enc<s:l vear round programs,:but)during the summer)softball attracts a large

crrowz. Films and video movies are often brought in and they also attract a

rtion of the inmate population all year.

(4]

larrez >
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. Figure 37 7

The remains of the old
Quarantine Station's dock
are now used as the inmates'

fishing wharf.

Arts and Crafts are another dimension of the inmates' pscr:zznal dev-
elopment. Participation in this program, as in recreation, is tec:zz.lv vol-
untary, with inmate participation varying from year to year. As wz.l as be-
ing a means of self-improvement and a constructive use of leisure :_me, an

inmate can actually supplement his income by selling his craft. -sevzral
displays have sold William Head crafts through the Saanich and Javwc== Fairs.
Facilities at the institution include a pottery shop and four specz:iz. hobby
areas, but some arts and crafts can be worked on anywhere. Arts -=z: Crafts
Officer David Otke arranges periodic workshops and supervises the :c_rchasing
of tools and materials and the marketing of the finished crafts. T2 in-
mates are responsible for buying their own tools and materials, buz: receive
a little monetary assistance from the institution.

Many clubs and groups exist in the institution under the :cirection
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of Soclal and Cultural Dewelor- » fficer Richard Pugsley. Over the ycars,
these groups have includei a =s-::v< Indian greup, a Teoastmasters' Club, a
Yuest group which helpes -ut 2z -0 cer Threads, the Parry lav Javcees who
help out at the annual “avc=z Z::z:7, and the long-lasting Alcohelics Anony-

nous group.

The Clendale precgrz=-., +:-:r2 inmates work on a onc to one basis
with handicapped people, has ex:::s::Z since 1974. The inmates are first giv-
en lessons and lectures on work::m: with the handicapped and then spend one
day a week in training and thre=. z:rs a week working with a patient from
Glendale Hospital. When ther ge:z: :t=eilr day parole, some inmates do volunteer
work at Glendale Hosplital. o ber o are presently seven Inmaten worklIng out of
a small building on the priscn . zrc:unds and, with the one to one work at Will-

iam Head, patients progress Zfas:t:zer than they would at Glendale Hospital alone.

,"“1
\/ Firpire \36 3 /

The Clendale building

at ~ki.liam Head, where

the i—ates work with
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Another program, which does not exist t:-lav . wx5 the Vie West
Youth Program, a project of the Optimum Group, ‘ater  :llod the All=purpose
Group. Limited to twelve members, the group of inmatz:zs worked with youth at
risk in association with the Vic West Community Assczz:z:ion., The young peo-
ple would come to William Head to rap with inmaze= Z--:3 7:30 to 9:30 once a
week. The group, however, found two hours was tco> Zczn: o talk, so they got

into arts and sports. After that, the group woull spzzz: zhe evening involv-
ed in a sport or art activity, with the last half hcuz- zziIng used for the
rap session. The program worked so well that judges «:i.l:Z recommend young
offenders to attend it as a part of probation. The r-rrzrzm began in 1973
and folded shortly after the opening of Vic West's ncs. zc-tre in 1978,

A further step in the resoclalization of inm==z:ss is the Temporary

Absence’ (T,A.) program, where they are actuallwv allowez: 1o leave the instit-

ution. The first step in this program is E.T.A.'s cor =z:c-rted temporary
absences. After serving a certain amount of his sentzz:z:e, an inmate may
apply for an E.T.A. for a specific reason, which =ay - ==v not be approved.
1f it is approved, he would be escorted by a priscn c::Zizzialf, After this,
the inmate may apply for U.T.A.'s or unescorted temporrz-v absences, where
the inmate leaves the institution on his own honour. T-is type of absence

av,
is much more difficult to attain than‘E.T.A.x‘ Afrer ~..&.'s; day and full
parole are the next steps in the gradual release cof iznuzzzes back into soci-
cty. The length of time an inmate actually spends in  :-¢ Institution is

largely dependent on his behaviour there. The leagzth I Zis sentence can be

lengthened or shortened by good or bad behaviour, as :z= :t.c possibilities

of getting a T.A. program.

Education is still an important part of the czeration of William

Head. Up to 1980, the education program was run thrcu.zt zn extension of the
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Sooke District School Board, but, in August, 1980, the Tm::vzr=itv of Victor-
ia took over the education program at William Head. The _r_.ersity of Vic-
toria began this program at B.C. Penitentiary In May, 1972_ -- an experiment
and in September as a full-time program. The following czz-. a narallel pro-

i

gram was begun at Matsqui Institution, with courses, at =z--z: zime, only go-

(A}

ing up to the second year level. In 1976, however, due :z:z =::z_dent interest

and demand, third and fourth year courses were also offere=z. In 1979, with
the closure of the B.C. Penitentiary, the program was trarmzz’zrred to Kent
Institution and, in August, 1980, the program began at Mcuzr::In Institution

and William Head Institution.

When the program began at William Head, under Re=sizzat Co-crdln-
ator Henry Hoekema, it had both a General Educational Dewve:.:-ment (G.E.D.)
Program, to bring inmates equivalent to the grade twelve __.evzl, and a Univ-
ersity course program. At the outset of the program, therz:z verc twelve
G.E.D. students and twenty University students. Under ti:e <zirection of Hen-
ry Hoekema, who had been at Matsqui and B.C. Penitentiarv I:- several years,
such courses as English, Psychology, and Theatre were ofrferrzi. The first
semester ended with eight G.E.D. students and fourteen uni-wvsrsity students
finishing. Originally the G.E.D. was taught by outside worrtzcs, but now

inmate tutors, who have received 45 units or more, teach I:z:.

Today, William Head is an official off-campus arzzz >7 the Univer-

sity of Victoria. The program i1s run from the Educational :_:iliding, which
has two classrooms, two small study rooms, a couple of ofii:zzz, and a lib-
rary. The building is open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., with on:.v Inmate staff

operating in it from 5 p.m. onwards. Although the program _-s run solely by
University of Victoria staff, there is a student council zzz: =othing is done

without the full knowledge and consent of the students. .::z:>.z 35% of the
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tnmate population ls presently Involved, the number varylng between thirty
and [EfLy students, while other lnstitutlons attract about 20% of the Inmate
population.

The education program at William Head tries to produce 4 critically
thinking student, rather than an educated criminal. The emphasis is more on
developing cognitive abilities and a sense of moral reasoning through a lib-
eral arts approach than simply getting a degree. But working with an inmate
population is very different to the usual university life. The high turn-
over rate of inmates makes it difficult to develop a sense of continuity in
the program. Henry Hoekema originally worked alone on the project, hiring
teachers on four month contracts to tcach specific courses. 1In 1981, how-
ever, Jacquie Nelson became the first woman to become a full time assistant
co-ordinator when she was hired for that position at William Head. She has
now left that position to become Resident Co-ordinator at Matsqui.

Along with the usual courses offered at the institution, corresp-
ondence courses are offered for pre-G.E.D., G.E.D., and university courses.
Inmates who are involved in some aspect of the education program have had
fewer charges, and security around the Educational building is not a problem.
A study concluded in 1981 stated that inmates, who have taken at least two
courses a year for two years, have a recidivism rate of 14 to 167%, compared
to the usual 55%. 1t 1is interesting to note that the man who began the univ-
ersity program at B.C. Penitentiary in 1972 was actually a high school level
teacher at William Head in the late 1960's.

One of the more well-known programs at William Head has developed
out of the university program. One of the early theatre courses at William
Head required that a play be produced. So, in May, 1981, a Harold Pinter

play, "The Birthday Party', was put on in the chapel, with over 600 people
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coming to vi:2w the play over its six night run. The production was such a

success taat., tmmedlately after the first play Cinlahed, the WETTHan Head
Amateur Theozi-o (W.HLALT.) Society was formud as a non-profit orpanization.
Since then. :v: other plays have been produced; "Dracula', shown over nine
nights in "_ci:-e2r, 1981 and drawing about a thousand people, and "The Knight
of the Burn:z:ir: Festle', shown over 14 nights in April and May of 1982, again
drawing arccoun: a thousand viewers. All proceeds from these productions are
used to firzzr:e further dramatic productions.

T.czzv, the W.H.A.T. Society is open to all inmates who have an
interest i~ :-zatre, either on or back stage. For each of the preoductions,
about thircT+ :-mates have been involved, with around a dozen outsiders, in-
cluding femzzl:z theatre students from the University of Victoria to fill any

female roless. Although the plays are put on inside the prison, with large

numbers of o~z:-le attending, there have been no security problems. To help

develop thez:r zalents, inmates have received workshops in lighting, costume
design, vo::cs and other areas. So far, the three plays produced have done
very well, rzzeiving very good reviews, and the next production is planned

for October:, -.>82, when '"Ten Little Indians'" will be shown.

"immnzzes at William Head Institution continue to work as well as

participate: = the various programs at the institution. Each inmate is as-
signed to .. :z:zrtain area and task and is paild on a scale that ranges from
§1.60 to S$5:.-% per day. The wige is determined by the type of work and pos-
ition held.. z=3 inmates may receive raises if their work is done well.

;Zz7ough it has changed dramatically over the years since {ts in-
ception in 1339, William Head Institution remains a unique prison among Can-
ada's peni:z:e-ziaries. With no barbed wire fence surrounding it and cats,

rabbits, Ccanzia geese, and a pet goat named Radar roaming freely around the
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coming to view the play over its six night run. The production was such a
success that, Immedlately after the first play (inlahed, the Wi an Head
Amateur Theatre (W.H.A.T.) Society was formud as a non-profit oryanization.
Since ther, two other plays have been produced; "Dracula', shown over nine
nights in October, 1981 and drawing about a thousand people, and "The Knight
of the Burning Pestle", shown over 14 nights in April and May of 1982, again
drawing around a thousand viewers. All proceeds from these productions are

used to finance further dramatic productions.

Today, the W.H.A.T. Society is open to all inmates who have an
interest in theatre, either on or back stage. For each of the preoductions,
about thirty inmates have been involved, with around a dozen outsiders, in-
cluding female theatre students from the University of Victoria to fill any
female roles. Although the plays are put on inside the prison, with large
numbers of people attending, there have been no security problems. To help
develop their talents, inmates have received workshops in lighting, costume
design, voice and other areas. So far, the three plays produced have done
very well, receiving very good reviews, and the next production is planned
for October, 1982, when "Ten Little Indians' will be shown.

Inmates at William Head Institution continue to work as well as
participate in the various programs at the institution. Each inmate is as-
signed to a certaln area and task and is paid on a scale that ranges from
$1.60 to $6.45 per day. The wige 1is determined by the type of work and pos-
ition held, and inmates may receive raises if their work is done well.

Although 1t has changed dramatically over the years since its In-
ception in 1959, William Head Institution remains a unique prison among Can-
ada's penitentiaries. With no barbed wire fence surrounding it and cats,

rabbits, Canada geese, and a pet goat named Radar roaming freely around the
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