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Beyond the Call

Every year at this time as Chief Constable of the 
Vancouver Police Department, I report to you, the people of 
Vancouver, about what your police department is doing to reduce 
the crime rate and keep you safe. 

I am pleased to tell you that crime statistics are falling - in many 
cases dramatically.  The total number of crimes we recorded in 
2009 was down more than seven-and-a-half per cent from 2008. 
It is also my pleasure in this annual report to tell you about the 
extraordinary efforts of the men and women of the VPD, sworn 
and civilian, who are going Beyond the Call to enhance our quality 
of life.

It is a quality of life that is already the envy of the world 
community, as polls and surveys repeatedly peg Vancouver as 
one of the great places to live on this planet. But we know that in 
order to truly enjoy all this city has to offer, we have to be safe and 
secure, and even more important, we have to feel safe and secure.

What that really means, once you acknowledge the obvious 
yardstick of falling crime statistics, is that everyone should feel 
safe and secure anywhere in our city at any time. We should all be 
able to stroll anywhere without fear, sleep securely at night, and be 

TO THE olympics

“The vision of the 
Vancouver Police 
Department is to make 
our city the safest of its 
size in Canada.” 

able to leave our property temporarily unattended without worry.
That is truly the goal of the VPD: not only will we have the 

lowest crime rate, but there will be a general feeling of safety and 
security in every neighbourhood that will routinely foster the levels 
of pride and enjoyment that we saw this year as we all celebrated 
the 2010 Winter Olympics.

That was such a momentous time for Vancouver and the VPD 
that I am dedicating much of this report to the massive effort 
of preparing for the Games in 2009, and providing you with an 
insider’s look at how your police department faced this incredible 
challenge.

While our preparations for the Games began years earlier, they 
intensified in 2009. The VPD would send more than 30 members 
ranging in rank from constable to superintendent to the Integrated 
Security Unit, a partnership with the RCMP.  But while we 
prepared for the Olympics, we also needed to make sure that we 
had adequate resources to police the city, so 2009 became a year 
where we employed very active recruitment strategies.

It is a pleasure to tell you that while we were preparing for our 
role in Olympic security, most of the crime categories in the city 
were falling in 2009.

I know that for most of you, property crime is your number 
one concern. In 2009, we saw another reduction as the total of 
reported property crimes dropped more than ten-and-a-half per 
cent.  The number of break and enters and the number of car 
thefts each fell about 20 per cent.

This reduction in property crime is largely due to a coordinated 
effort among police, the community, and our business partners.  

Numerous programs and projects have developed and proven to 
be successful over the past several years, such as the Safer Parking 
Initiative and Operation Cooperation, a program involving private 
security and police to prevent and detect crime.  Meanwhile, 
programs such as the Crime Alert Service, Block Watch and 
Citizens’ Crime Watch allow the VPD to work hand-in-hand with 
the community and keep everyone informed of current crime 
trends and preventative measures. 
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The Vancouver Police Foundation donated over $57,000 to the VPD 
in 2009 for initiatives such as Project Lifesaver, a program to locate 
people who become lost due to cognitive disabilities, and a specialized 
Foward Looking Infra-Red Camera (FLIR) for our Marine Unit. Some 
of the funds were also used for a Junior Police Academy for Grade 5 
students and an inner-city soccer school.

 
For more information on the Foundation and other projects they have 

supported, visit www.vancouverpolicefoundation.org.

did you know?




