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RECIDIVISM WITH ABORIGINAL OFFENDERS

WHAT WORKS FOR SEXUAL
OFFENDERS?
Community Risk/Needs Assessment) to

Question: Do the Central Eight risk/need
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offenders? Do the principles of effective
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associates. For violent recidivism, the best
predictors were criminal history, antisocial
personality pattern and procriminal attitudes.
Further analyses found criminal history,
alcohol/drug and antisocial personality
pattern predicting general recidivism better
for non-Aboriginal offenders than for
Aboriginal offenders. For the remaining five
factors, there were no significant differences
between the two groups in predicting
general recidivism. For violent recidivism,
no differences were found between the two
groups on the predictive ability of the
Central Eight.
Two side issues must be noted. Firstly,
despite our efforts, we were unable to
identify studies that examined culturallyspecific risk factors in relation to recidivism.
Secondly, there was a large amount of
variability across the studies in this review,
which speaks to the need for more research
in this area.

Administering assessment instruments
that measure the Central Eight to
Aboriginal offenders is empirically
defensible.
2. Further research is needed to understand
why three of the Central Eight
demonstrated significantly lower
predictive validity estimates for
Aboriginal offenders compared to their
non-Aboriginal counterparts.
3. Aboriginal offenders represent a
culturally distinct segment of the
Canadian population and yet, there has
been no systematic exploration of the
possible culturally-specific risk factors.
Correctional researchers are encouraged
to undertake research in the area to
improve our understanding of risk
factors relevant to Aboriginal offenders.

Source: Gutierrez, L., Wilson, H. A.,
Policy Implications:
1. The Central Eight risk/need factors,
many of which are commonly included
in offender risk assessment instruments
showed satisfactory predictive ability
for both general and violent recidivism
with Aboriginal offenders.
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