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representative of the results found in other
studies using similar research methods.
The second meta-analysis revealed that
4.6% of online offenders committed a new
sexual offence of some kind during a 1.5 to
6-year follow-up; 2.0% committed a contact
sexual offence and 3.4% committed a new
child pornography offence. The total (4.6%)
is less than the sum because some offenders
committed both contact and child
pornography offences. Overall, these rates
are meaningfully lower than the rates of
sexual recidivism found among typical
sexual offenders (approximately 10% after 5
years).
The results of the two quantitative reviews
suggest that many online offenders resemble
typical sexual offenders. The results also
suggest that there may be a distinct
subgroup of online-only offenders who pose
relatively low risk of committing contact
sexual offences in the future.
Policy Implications:
1.

Correctional policies for online sexual
offenders should be primarily based on
their known offences, not on their risk
for contact sexual offending. The
overall risk of contact sexual offending
among online sexual offenders is low,
being roughly the same as the risk of
sexual crime among general offenders
(i.e., offenders with no prior
convictions for sexual offences).

2. Given that approximately half of online
sexual offenders have histories of
contact sexual offending, policies for
online sexual offenders should be
responsive to their likelihood of contact
sexual offending. Some online
offenders will benefit from the
specialized treatment and supervision
normally accorded to typical sexual
offenders. However, many are very low
risk to commit a contact sexual offence;
consequently, directing intensive
services towards these offenders may
not be the best use of limited resources.
3. Specialized risk assessment procedures
need to be developed for online sexual
offenders. Most of the existing sexual
offender risk assessment tools assume a
real, identifiable victim, and cannot be
applied to offenders whose only
offences involves virtual images.
Furthermore, the low sexual recidivism
rates of online offenders suggests that
existing risk assessment tools would
over-estimate the risk of sexual
recidivism among online offenders.
Source: Seto, M.C., Hanson, R. K., &
Babchishin, K. M. (2011). Contact sexual
offending by men with online sexual offenses.
Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and
Treatment, 23, 124-145.
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